
THE PAKISTAN ATOMIC ENERGY COMMJSSJON
ORDINANCE, 1965.

AND WHEREAS the National Assembly is 001 in session. and
the President is satisfied that circumstances exist which render
immediate legislation necessary ;

N ow, THEIlEroRE, in exerci se of the powers conferred by
clause (I ) of Article29of the Consnn nion and of all othe r powers
enabling him in that behalf, the President is pleased 10 make and
promulgate the following Ordinance :~

IORDINANCE No. XVII OF 1965

[29th Ma) ', 1965)

An Ordinance to provide for the establishmentor an Atomic'ESlerg,'
Commission.

Establi,h·
mc:nl of the
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(2) .. Chairman " means the Chairman of the Com­
mission :

(3) '<Ccmmissiou " means tbe Pakistan Alomic Energy
Commission established or deemed to beestabli~hcd

under sect ion 3 :
. (4) " prescribed " means prescribed by rules made

under thi s Ordinance ;
(5) .. special nuclear mater ial " means plutonium 239,

uranium 23 ~ , or uranium 233 or any other material
which, the Commission determines to be capable of
releasing energy through fission.

3.-{1) As soon as may be after the ccmmeaeement of this
Ordinance, the Central Government shall establish, in accordance
with the provisions of this Ordinance, a Commission to be called
the Pakistan Atomic Energy Commission.

(2) The Commission shall be a body corporate by the name
of the Pakistan Atomic Energy Commission, having peTFetual
succession and a common seal. with power, subject to the
provisions of Ordinance, to acquire and hold property, beth:,
movable and immovable, and sha llby the said name sue and he
sued.

[1965~d. XVII

WHEREAS it is expedient to provide for the establishment of
an Atomic Energy Commission for the promotion of the peaceful
uses of atomic energy in Pakistan, the discharge of interna tional
obligations connected therewith, tbe execution of development
projects involving nuclear power stations end matter s incidental
theret o ;

~Atomic EMrlJ! Commission
____ (Chapur l .- Prelimmor.y)

Short title.
Clll etll and
eemmeece.
ment.

Definition!.

CHAPTER 1

PRELIMINARY

1.-{1) This Ordinance may be called. the Pakistan Atomic
Energy Commission Ordinance, 1965.

(2) It extends to the whole of Pakistan.

(3) It shall come into force at once.

2. In this Ordinance, unless there is anything repugnant
in the subject or contexi.e-

( I) .. Atomic energy " 'eans the energy or ionizing
radiations released in any process which involves
transformation of, or reaction between atomic
nuclei and includes energy liberated as a result of
the -fission of special nuclear material or fusion of
atomic nuclei ; .

I ApPrOved by the Nati onal.ADCmbly on 21st July. 1963, He Gaz . of
P., 1965, ExL. p. S96.

(3) The headquarte rs of the Commission sbell be at
Islamabad . .

(4) Until a Commission is established under sub-section (1),
the Pakistan Atomic Energy Commission functioning immediately
before the commencement of this Ordinance shall, notwith­
standing the dissolution of the Pakistan Atomic Energy Council
by section 23 continue to runclion and while so functioning be
deemed to be the Commission established uncer the said sub­
section .

CHAPTER -II

CoM Po smON AND F UNCTIONS OF THE CoMMISStON

4.-(1) The Commission shall consist of the following
members] to beappointed by the Central Government, namely :­

Full-time member-s-

- (a) a Chairman ;

I Memben of the Commiuion nave been appoint«ll'ide S.R .O. 66]
(K )J65, I n oe, 0"'%5, PI. I. p . 569.

Composition
of the
Commission.
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tb) a Fir.aoc:e membe r. being represemative of the
Mini.stry of Finan ce. Government of Pakistan : ana

(e) IWo te<::b.nica1 members ~ and

P(Jrl-tim~ tr.embtrJ-

(dj a scieot iSt in lhe Service of the Cent ..1 Govern ment
or of any orpnisatio::l Sott up by the Central Govern­

ment :

(1') I WO scientistS of whom ODe su ll be Irc ro East
P.khuan and the other fro m West Pak istan ; and

(f) the Chief Scientific A dvuer 10 the President. u '

"ifid".

(2) The Chairman IIDd other membe rs o f the Commission
except the t J. -o/ficitJ member shall be appointed by the Central
Government.

(3) TheCh airman shall be the chief execu tive officer of the
Commission. and the other members. excep t th e Fi nance membe r.
shall perform such functio ns as the Comm ission ma y assign to
them from time to lime ,

(4) The Finance mem ber shall exercise such powen and
dr~har!e such dutin as m:a~' be prescribed .

5.-(1) Save u hereinafter provi"ded . a lUmber o f the
Com mission other thar. the u-officio member shall bold office
for a period of tbn~e years from the date of his appcimmem and
sha ll be: e1il ible for re-ap peletment for S'J ch Iurther period o r
period s, nOI exeeedins three )'eltS at any one time. a s the Central
Govemmem may deem fit.

(2) Where a persca is appoimed to be a member of the
Commissi on by virtue of bis holding an o ffi ce Of appointment
he shall cease to be sueb member when he ceases 10 hold that
o ffice or appoi ntment .

(3) A person appointed to be a member of the Co mmission
may at any l ime N:sl~n his office "by lette r addressed to the
Chairma n :

Prov ided thai no resipatioo shall tak e effect unul it has been
accepred by the Cemral G overnmen t.

(4) A vacancy caused by resignation or any oth er reasca
sball be filled by tb e appointmeot of a penon qualified 10 fill
such vacancy.

(5) Th e Ceotral Government may at any ti~rmil1&te
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the appoi::I.I:mcnt of the Cb.3irman o r a ny e ther membe r of the
Commission excep t tbe u-officw member without assig ning any
reason.

(6) No act or procudin~ of the Co tmnissiollo ' haDbe invalid
~rely on the pound of the exiu eeee of a vacanCy in, or defect
III the conSUtution of. the Comminiou.

6.-{1) The fucet ious of the Commiuion shaD be to do
all aeu. an d tbinP. i:Jcludinl: reseereh lI;ork. necessa ry for the
pro.motlon of the peaceful uses of atom ic en ergy in the fields of
a.Rncu hu re. medicine and industry and for me execution of
de\lelopmrnt Projects involving nuclear power slat ions and the
generation of electri c power rherear.

(2) The Co mmission may. 0 0 behalf o f the Central Govern­
ment or. with the approval of the Centra l Govemmenl on
beha.lf o f a Provincia l Government perfo rm luch o ther fundiom
relating to the peaceful uses of atomic energy. aod 0 11 such terms
and cond itions . as rna>' be Igr«d upon betw een the Co mmission
a nd such Gcvemmem .

(3) In the performance o f i17 functiCOL th.t COD1D'~
s~all be It''Jided on ques tions of poEcyby tbe instrueuons, if ar.}'.
~JVen to it by tbe Cen tnl Government which shall be the sole
judge as 10 whether I question is a Question of po bcy.

(4) The Co mmission shall , in order to carTy O il! any
functions under sub-section ( I) or sub-section (2)"- _

(a) prepare aDd submit for the approva l of the Central
Government proposals. scbemes or projec ls in JUch
form as ma y be indicated by th e Cen tral Gcvem­
menl o r. where tbe funcliol:.S are 10 be performed c e
behalfof a Provincia! Go~rnment, by tbat G oVCTll '
meat ; aDd

(b) proceed to J ive effeCl. to a proposal, scheme or project
as approv ed by tbe U ntral Government.

7.--{J) SaVe as hereinafter p rovided. rhe Comm ission
shlill regulate the procedUfe for Its meet ings .

. (2) Mec tiB's of rbe Commission shall ~ called by the
Ch~rman on such dal e and al such time and ptaee a s may be
5pcct lied by him :

Provided that-

(i) Dot less Ihaa four meet ings sha ll be held everv -ear
aDd .~ •

Fla:o iol
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(ti) at 'east eight days' cctice shall be givtD to the
mcmbm spccifyicJ the: da te. time an d place: of the
mc:c.tic i .

(3) Th e anDual report a:Jd the &.ea:!un u or th e: Com:n!ssio:l
Ior every tinanci.al year shall be submined u • mecticE of the
Commissiol':l to be hdd within six mcmbs of rbe close of that
year for adoption and record subject to such reservat ions as the
Commiuion ::nay ma ke:.

(4) To const itut e: • Cj, uorum at a meetiol of tbe ComD'liu ien.
DOl less thee four members, including the Cha irman. shall be
present .

(5) All mtt1iogs of tbe: Commission shall be presided ever
.....tiy tbe: Chairman. and. in the absence of thc: Chairman. by Dmem­

ber of the: Commission authorised in wri ting b)' tbe Chairman ;
and in the absence: of such auth orization or of the member so
authorized, by a mem~r elected for the purp ose by tbe members
present .

(6) Subject to such roles as t be Cen tra l Go~mmtnl nt2 )'

make reaarding mane rs ha vi n~ hnaecial implteaucns. all que~­

lions at a meeting of the CommiSSion sbaU be decide d by e

::~~i~~ o~f~:~;s.~~:~~~~~~d~n&d~~I~i~~'~;:~di :.~~0:
second or C3stin, vote,

(7) M)' business whicb it may De l1e~ 55a~- rO! tbe
Cot:Ucission 10 transact may be lra nsacted b)' errculanon among
.U in rnembt:n . and any propoul f>lI circulated and app roved by
• majorit)· of tbe members shall be as effectual led biodi r:.& as
if such proposal bad been passed at a regular meeting of the
Commission,

Divi!.iom of tbe Govel'l1IJ'lC;nl of PakistaD, nam ely:­
(I) A~euhuu Di vision ;

(Ii) Derecce Divisioz; ;

Clii) Hu1th Division ;
(iv) Na tural Besccrees Division ; and

(v) Scientific and Teeboiogkal Researeb Divi~ion

(2) A member of the Council, not being the Chainnao or
a member of the Commissio:J . shall hold office for a period of
three years from the date of his nomination and sball be eligible
for re-nominalion :

Provided tha t where a person is a member of the Council
by reason of his holding an offICe or a ppoin tment he sball cease
to be such member wbee he ceases 10 bold tha t office o r appoiol­
mem .

ne CoIIDl:il. 8.-{1) Th ere shall be a Council con~istin J: or-
(a) the Chairman of the Commission who shall 0150 be

the Chairman of the Council ;

(b) tbe e the r members of th e Ccmmission :

(c) IWO Directors of the Laboratories established by
the Commission. to be Dominated by t he Com­
mission ;

(i) two Kienti m t o be nominated b~' the Inter·Universit)' _
Board ; and ..

(e) Doe K ieDtist to be oomiDad by uca.a.f'the foUowin!!

(3) A person nominated 10 be a member of the Couucil
may at any time resign his office by let ter ad dressed to th e Chair.
man of the Council :

Provided that DO fe$iJ!1lati on sh,lU take effect unti l it has
been accepted by the Central Governmem.

(4) A vacancy caused by resitnatioD o r an)' Other reason
shall be filled by tbe ncminatioa of a person qualified 10 fill such
vacancy.

(5) Tbe Ceatral Gcvemmee r m.ay al any time termina te
tbe ap poinunent of any membe r of the Council -nominared
tbe reto under clause (e), (a, or (l ) of iuo-~ction (1) without
assigning 8lI)' reaSOtl.

(6) !\.teetings of the Co uncil shall beca lled by it s Chairman
o n such da te an d at such time and place as may be specified by
him :

Pro vided th at al least one meeting shall be held in a year .

(7) To consti tute a q uorum at a meeting of th e Council
not less than seven mem bers. includ ing the Chairman, shall be
present .

9. The fUIlc tion ~ of Lhe Council sha ll bt -

(a) to lay d,own the broad princi ples to be followed by
th e Commission in the performance of its funCliODs
panicularly in the matte: of seiennfic an d research
work ; .

(b) to review the work of th e Commissio n IlDd 10
(OQ~ i ts aUIJual report ; and

r UDCUOlU or
tbe CoWl1:iJ.
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Bud,et. 11. The Commission shall, by such date m each year as
rna)' be prescribed. submit to the Centra l Government {or
approval, a budg et in the prescribed fonn (or each financial
year showing the estimated receipts and expenditure and the
sums which are likely to be required from the Centra l Govern ­
ment du ring that fman eial year.

Dele'i1lictl 12. T he Commission mOl )" , by general o r special order in
(If P CWe.t'$. writing, d irect tha t such of its powers shall, in such circumst ances

an d under such condit ions, if an y, 20 5 ma y he specified in the o rder.
he exercisable also by the Chainnan or by such member or officer
of the Commission as may be so specified.

(c) to d ispose of such e ther matte r a~ IDIlY be referre d
to it by the Central Government or tbe Commi ssion.

Fun41 or tile 10.-(1) The Iueds of the Commission shall comprise-
Cotnmiuiotl.

(a) funds of t he Pakistan Atomic Energy Council which
r.Ll1nd rransferred to the Commission unde r seetion
23 ;

(6) grants (ro m the Central an d Provincial Governments ;

(e) donati on'!. and endowments ;

(d) Income (rom investmen ts and royal ties. ; and

(t) receipts of the Commission from such. other source s
as may be approved by t he Co mmission .

(2) The Commission mey ope n a oepcsnaccou nt with the
State Bank of Pakistan or with any A~enc)' of the Stale Bani.:
othe r than a G overnment Treasury or, with the approval of the
Oe mral Go vernment, with any other bank .

(3) The accounu of the Commission sball be audited by
the Comptroller and AudilOr·Gencral of Pa kistan, and shalt be
maintained, and presente d for audit, in such form aod ma nner
as may be prescribed .

(.o.openti~
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MIsCELLANEOUS

CHAPTER III

15. Th e Commission sha ll submit to the Cen tra l
Govemmenr at such time and at such interva ls as the Cent ra l
Go vernment may specify-

(a) such periodical reports and summaries a s may be
required by [be Central Go vernment ;

(b) annual reports OD the Head-office and the different
research cen tre s, power stations and projects :

(c) such peri odical re turns, accounts statements and
statistics as ma y be required by the Central
G overnment ;

(d) information an d comment s asked for by the Centr al
Go vernmen t on any specific point ;

(e) copies of the d ocuments require d by t he Ce ntra l
Government ; an d

(I) original doc ume nts required by t he Central Govern­
ment for exami nation or any o ther purpose.

14. Th e Ccmmissica may, subject to the p rio r approva l
of the Central Gcveremeat, co-operate witb any foreign national
authorit y or international erganizatic n in respect of th e peaceful
uses of atomic energy pursuant to the express ,terms and cc ndi­
tiODS of any programme or agreement lo r co-ope rati on to which
such authority or o rgan ization is I party or pursuant to any
o ther ie tem atic nal arra ngement mad e before or after the com­
mencement of this Ordina nce.

16. T he Central G overnmen t may, from time to time,
issue to the Commission such dir ectives and orders as it may
consider necessary for ca rrying o ut the purposes of this Ordinance
and the Commission shall Icllow and carry out such directives
an d ord ers.

17. AU rights relati ng to discoveries and inventions and
any improvement jn materials, methods. processes, appara tus
or equipmeur ma de by any officer or employee of the Commi ssion
in the co urse of his employment shall vest in the Commission.

18. Every member. adv iser, o fl'lCCr or other employee of
cbe Commission shall make such declara tion of fidelity and
secrecy as rnay he prescribed . .

19. T he ~l Government may, by not ification in the Power to

13.-(1) The Com mission may, subject to the provmons
o f sub-section (2) and such ienerai or special orders as the
Cem ral Governme nt may give it from time to time. appoint sucb
offi cers. advisers and employees as it con siders necessary for the
efficient penormecce of its func tions on such terms and conditions
as it may deem fit.

(2) T he Central Governme nt mal dir ect the CCl1nmission
10 dispen se with the services o f any officer, adv iser or employee
and wben so directed the Commission shall d ispense with his
services.

Appointmul1
of officers.
elc.
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makc rules.
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official Gazette. make rul: to carry out the purposes of tlili
OrdilWlce .

20. The Commission ma)·, with the previous sanction of
the Cenu-al Oovernmeot, make such regulations, not ioconsisu:rlt
Wilb t1'.is Ordiun~ or tbe rules made thereunder. as may, in its
opi nion , be nece1S:lry or expedient for tU achi.e\~ment of iu
aims and objects and (or the performance of its fuec ticns,

21. AU roles, te g'.datiOD5. and bye-laws of the Pa1riswl
Alomic Energy Counci l rqisu:red under the Sccieties Regiura·
non Act. JS60, and in IOlU imn:.ediately before the commencement
of Ihis Ord inauce, shall, m:llalis mult17ldis. an d sc far as they art
col iocomist« 11 with any of tbe previsions of this -Ordin:lDCC,
ceutlaue in force until repealed or alt ered by rules or rep ilation!
mad: under this Ordinance.

u . ~o proviuon of 13.... relating 10 the ....i nd irtg up of
bod ies corporate shall ap ply to tilt Commi SiioD. aod tb e Com­
mi5Sio~ Ulall nOI be wouu d up exeept by order of the w ln1
v oVertllnenl. aDd in such manner as tbe Cent ral Govemm em
m3Ydireet.

ll-(l) Upon the commencement of this Ord inance tbe
Pak iS13n Atomic Energy Council rc, i ~te red ceder the Societies
Rcgisulltion Act. 1860. shan. nctwitbstanding anyt hins conL&incd
in tha t Act. stand c issolved. and upo n such dissolutioo-

(a ) all assets. righ u , po....e rs, authorit ies an d pn viltges.
and :Ill property, movable and immovable cash and
b:lc.k balances, reserve funds illvemnen ts and all
o ther inlerewi and rights in. or a rising out of. $cch
property Bod aU debts. liabilities and obliption of
whatever kind of the Counci l sub!.isting immediately
before its dissolution shall stand transferred to and
vest in the Commission;

(b) all offieers, consultants, ad visers, Budito rs and other
employees of the Coucci l shall. notwilb standinl
anything contained in any law or in any a~eemeDt .

deed, document or other instrument, stand
transferred to the Commission Il.Od shall be deemed
to ha ve beec appointed or engaged by tbe Commis­
5ion in ecec rdaeee with th e terms and cooditions of
service applicable 10 them . aDd no officer, consultaDl,
IIdviser. audilo r ' or othe r employee whose scrvices
lire 50 trllos£erred shall be entitled 10 an y compensa·
tion because of su.ch 'transfer ;

XXI
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(c) all debts and obligarion! iocurred or .c:ont ra.cu
entered into or rights acquired aDd all matters and
thingsee ga!ed to bedo ne by, with or tor the Council
before its dissolution s.iall be d~med t o have 'been
iDCUrred, entered into, acqui red or engaged to be
ccee by, .... ith Ot for the. CommiWon ; .aAd,

(d) all suits and oth er legal ptooeecfincs lnsu tuted by or
against the Couneil before its dissolution 5haU be
deemed ( 0 be suiu and proceediDgs by or a.pin~

the CommissilYo).aDd sb Dbe proceeded or otherwise
dealt with accordin£!ly.

. (2) The Ceemt Government may. for tbe purpose or
removing an y difficuhy in relation to lhe tra nsfer afld other
mat ters specified in sub-section (1), make such orders as it
ccnaders expedient and an~- weh order shan be dCC'Jcd to be.
an d givetl etietl to, as part of the provisions of this Ordinance.

1 Approved b~ tb~ NatioDal A.~bl)' OD tbe 23rd July. 1965, "'
Gu. of p.. )~, iIiirPP. 612-614. . -


