SEED ACT 1976

GOVERNMENT OF PAKISTAN
PEDERAL SEED CERTIFICATION DEPARTMENT
MINISTRY OF FOOD. AGRICULTURE & CO-OPERATIVES



AT N XN o 1976

A Aci to provide for coirolling cid vcgudating the qindizv of seeds of vavious varictics
of crops

WherLas it is eapedient 1o reovide for contrelling and regulating the quality
ol sceds of various varicties of creps and fof mattvis cunnecied therowith:

Axp wireas the Provincid Acscesblios of tie Puniab, Sind, the North-West
Frontier Province and Baluchistan have passed rese'utions under Article 144 of the
Constitution of the iskimic Repubiic of Pakivan o the effect that Parliament may
by law regulate dnd. contral the guulity of seeds of sarions varietics of crops

It i:-,bll:.‘f'ch_\ cicted as by
PRELININARY

1. Short title, extesi and eanimencoment. (1) Tnis Act may be called the Seed
Act, 1976.

2y It cxlcnds to the whole of Pakistan.
(3). 1t shall come into foree st once,

2. Definitions.—in this Act, unless there is anything repugnant in the subject
or contexl,— -

(a) “approved seed”™ means sced true to Specics as approved by the  Federal

Sced Certification Ageney : )

(5) *basic seed™ means secd produred by an organization set up by a Provincial
Government for the purpose ;
“cerlified secd™ means seed certitiod by the Federal Seed - Certification
Agency :

~

(e

(«f) “Federal Seed Cerlification Ageney™ nicans. the Federal Sced Certification
Ageney éstablishied under section 3 :

(e} “Natiopal Registrition Agency™ means the Notonal Registration Ageney
cstablished under scction 7 :

(f3 “Natienal Sced Coundii™ meuns the National Seed Council established
under secdon 3 ;

{2) “notificd varicly or species” mians a variety or spavics which has been
notified as such under section 10:

(fy “post-contro!l™ means o irial to check on varictal authenticity and purity
of the vertified seed:

(/) “pre-basic seed” meains sved of high geneiic punty produced by a plant
breeder :

(B Upresciied” amane oocieed yoaades <

“Provincial Sced Council” means a Provincid Seed Council established

under section 9 ;

-
>~
~
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{0} “ruies” monns rales Dl poder this Act:
(m “secd” mezns any oF ths following classes of seads tsd for soning of phaat-
g numly---
(1 Soeds of foed crops incdoding cdible vil seed and seeds ef fruits  and
wepstabiey

Gy cotton seed ¢

s of Fudder: sid Badizds see . tabors, bulbs, 1hizones. Toots,
cuttings all wpes of arafls and other vegatatively propogated material
ol foad crops or fodder.
(g =Soed Analyst” meoans a Sesd Analyst appointed under s2ction 17
tr} ~Sced Cerutication Officar™ means 2 Sced Certification Officer appointed
undcr section 1§ 5
{s) “Secd Inspaxctor™ mans a Sexd faspacior appointed under section 19 :
) Usovis” meansa group of plmts icpresnting a crop known by a common
aame, such as, wheat, paddy an. cotlon belonging to one species sub-species
or forma ; and
() “variety” mzans J group of plants blongiag to a species wirich for cropping
perpose is considered as an wdividual unit and can be distinguished from
ollxr variciics of the same specics.
3. Establishmcnt of Nafieas! Seod Cowncil.—As soon as may be afier the com-
swaccawnt of this Act. the Federal Government shail establish 2 Matiomal Sced

Council under the Chuirmanship oibe Federal Minister-in-Charge of Agsiculture
for the performance of such functions as may be entrusted to it under this Act.

4. Fuactions of the National Seed Comucil. —The functions of the National Sced
Council iner-alia shit be—
(i) to advise on polf.‘y for the gavelopment, operation and regulation of the
Provincial sovd industries :
(i) to maintain 2 watch on the opcration of the provisions of this Act ;
téif) 1o guide in administering the sad quality control service ;
(iv) to dircet initition of Provincial Seed. Projects
{r) to enaire and protect investment in the sced industry ;
(¥i) fo appicve and sanction sted standards :
fviry o regulate in-Provincial sed movement
() o adetz o moont of wds
(1)t vo-ondinatc muluphcation and supply of seeds of appiovdd varidtioy
(SRR TERE S (S the arrangoments for the ruintenanes of conctie potential;
and
(x4 0 avust 1n descinping appiencd seed preswction faims,
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6. Fuactions ef Foderai Seed Cestitiantion Asener.~The Fedeial Seed Certifica-
tion Ageney shali perform the foithsing functions. azmely —

(@) controlling the cuakity of sexds:
= aad sebic 1o such conditions as may

() registering grosvers in such
be prescribad :

() ceniffication o seeids :

(d) ficld: inspz ction of the crops of registered variet les and released varietics,
mh.nd-.(. for sate as bosic seed of ceritfied soed @

() sampling and testing of szed oty intended for sale in order to ascertain their

purity. viabiiity, gormiaaiion copacicy and hesltli siatus in the preseribed
anner | :

() issuing certificates in resnect of seeds which meet the prescribed standards
of particular cutegory of seads :

(g) carrying out post-control tmls on prg-bmxc basic and certificd s-eds ;

(0 sampling and analysing seed Jots defivered to the processing plants to estab-
lish a basis for the purchase of such lots ;

(i) arranging training courses for seed Certification Officer : and

(i) providing tezhnical and specialist advice and assistance to the National Seed
Counml i the parformance of iis functions.

7. Establishment of National Resistration Agencr.—As soon as may be after
the commencement of this Act. th: Federal Government shall establish a National
Rezistration Ag>ncy - the norformines of such functions as may ba entrusted to it
under this Act.

8. Functions of Natiena! Registration Asgency.—The National Registration
Ageney shall perform: the eecutive fanctions of the National Seeil Council and
shall :—

{7) conduet pro-cegistration cheeking of varfeties submitted for the purpose
ol—

(@) determining suitebility for registration as a variety :
(b} providing definitive botanical description of crop varicties: and

() providing information on genctic suitabilitv and adantability of varic-
ies

(i) register soed varicties after conducting pre-regisiration  checking under
clause (fy:

Ui} publish a list of reeistered seed verietios @ and

() perform such other functions as the National Seed Council may entrud to it



9. Bstaldishment of Provinctal Seed Conne
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10.- Power to notify varictizs or specics of seed. 'tk
by notification in the official Garette. spect

{a) the varieties or spacies of seed apnvaves fur productic 2 in a Provine: or any

part thereof :

(b} the minimum limits of gemiination and purity §¢ néards to which such secd
shall conform : and

(¢} the mark and labe! to indicote that such \x.CJ coniorms to the minimum
limits of germination 2nd purity stendards and the pariicolers which such
mark or iihcl may contain,

~No persen
Ci t*z:z ier or otherwise

11, Regulation of sale of soeds of na
shall. scll, offer for sale, or adverties or hold §
supply..any sccd of any notified variety or species unless

(@ such seed is identifiable as to its varisty or specics

(b) such seed conforms tc the minimum - limits of germination . and purity
standards as laid down wnder section 1C

(c) the container of such sead bears ihe mark and label containing correct parti-
culars thereof in the prescribed manner : and

() he complies with such other requircments-as may be prescribed.

12. Appointment. of registered gfom*rs.——The Federa! Sced Certification Agency
may, on the recommendation of a Provincial Szed Council. register-any farmer or
grower as a registered grower to ggoduce seed ia the prescribed manner.

13. " Grant of certificate by Federal Cestification Agency.-—(1} Any person in-
tending to produz> notified variciics or specics of seed, or siock for saie, or offer for
distribution or otherwise supply sead. of a notified variety or specics may. if he desires
to have such sead certified or tested by the Federal Sced Certification Agency. apply
to the said Agency for the grant of a certificai2 for this purposc.

(2) Every application under sub-section (}) shzll be in such form 2ad b accom-
panied ‘by such fee and contain such information as may be prescribed.

(3) On receipt of an appiicaiion uader sub-section (1. the Fegéral Cetification
Agancy, may-after such enguiry as it thinks {it and aficr sctisiving iiself that the seed
to which the applicatien r‘%..m conicrms te the minimum pres escribed standards, grant
a certificate in such form and on such conditions as mav he preseribed.

140 Period for which c'ﬁfr"twn and cortifiention shall be cffective. ——(i) The
egistration of a grower for producing sevds shail be cicetive for such period. not
L\:::dm" five vears. as may be P»L‘:‘:T"A.d.

{2)  The corttfication of the sotified varictios and siecios of secds shall be offective
for such period as may be prescribed.
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15, Cancellation of cetitication. I al wmy tme after ¢ sutication wader sub-
section €3y of section 13, the Foderal Seed Ceruiteation Agenicy by satisfied, cither on
a reference made to it in this behalf or otheraise. that ;- -

(7) the certificate zranicd. by it has been obfuined by misrepresentation or
suppression of an essential fact 1 or

(i) the holder of the certificate has. withowt reasonable  cause, failed 10
comply with the conditions subject 10-which the ceriiticate has been granted
or has contravencd any of the provisions of this Act or the rules.

then, ‘without prejudice 10 any other penaliy to which the holder of the certificate
may be liable under this Act. the Federai Sced Certification Agency may, after giving
the holder an opportunity of showing couse. cancel the certificate,

16. Appeal.—(1) Any person aggrieved by a decisicn of the Federal Seed
Certitication Agency under section 13 to cancel a certificate may, within thirty days
from the date on which the decision to cancei the certifizate is communicated to him
and on payment of such fee as may be prescribed, prefer an appeal to the Federal
Goverament or any other suthoriiy as it may determine from time to time.

(2) On reccipt of an oppeal under sub-seetion (11, the appellate authority shall,
after giving the appellant an opponunity of being hewrd, ispese of the appeal as
expeditiously as possible.

(3) The order of the appellate authority under this section shall be final.

17. Seed Analyst.-—The Federai Sced Certification Agency may, by notificatien
in.the official Gazette, appoint any oerson to be a Seed Analyst to test the quality and
purity of s:ed praduced at the sced farms before it is given out, for, commercial
cultivation.

18. Seed Certification Officer—The Federal Seed Certification. Agency may,
by notification in th2 official Gazette, appoint such person as it thinks fit to be a:Seed
Certification Officer for such area as may be specified in the notification.

(2) A Se2d Certification Officer shall perform the same fuactions as are assigned
to a Seed Inspector and also supervise the work:of the Seed Inspectors in the arca for
which ‘he is appointed.

}9. _Se2d Inspector.—The Federal Seed Certification Agency may, by notifica-
tion in the official Gazette, appoint such persons as it thinks fit to be Sced Inspee-
tors for such areas as may be specifisd in the notification.

20, Power of Seed Iaspectors.-~(1) A Sced Fnspector may, within the area for
which he is appointed. inspect and take samples of any seed in labelled contaipers
purporting to contain sced of a notified variety or species of seed from any person
producing, selling. delivering. stocking or distributing seed and send such samples
for analysis to the nearest laboratory of the Fedeial Seed Certification Agency:

(2) The Sz2ed Inspector may-—

{¢) enter and scarch at all times. with such assisiance as he may consider neces-
sary. any place in which he has reasen to believe that an offence under this
Act has been or is being committed and order in writing the persos in posses-
sion of any seed in respact of which: the offence has been or is being committed
not to dispose of any stock of such seed for @ specified period not exceeding
thirty days or, unless the alieged offence is suck that the defect may be remov-
ed by the possessors of seed. seize the stoch of such seed ;
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(5} Where the Sead fnzpecter takes any action under &
as far as possible. ¢ 1 jess than two nersons of the jocotity te be present at the
time when such acii: 2 and iake their § cnature on'a memorandum to be pre-
pared in. the prescribed {omm and manaer.

(6) The provisions of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898 (Act ¥ of 1898).
shall, so far as may be, apoly te any seareh or s2izure made under this section as they
apply to any scarch or seizure mde nheo Jhe authority of a warrant issued under
section 98 of the said Code.

21. Procedure to be feilowad bv Seed Inspector.—(1) Whenever 2 Seed Inspec
tor intends to take a sample from the crop of any seed of ay nonM variety
or species for analysis, ke shall—

(a) give notice i writing of ks intestion to dn s to the person from whom he
intends  to take sswple: end

(M cxcept in soxial cass p’a\.ﬂcd by ulos, tnhe thrse representative samples
in the ;":y'a"xa rmner and math ond scal er fasted up cach sumple in
such manner as #ts asteme permitc

(2) Whens: o epcetss ar ot en vader

sub-section (11 the
(¢} deliver ong sample o the porsew frem whem it has been tahen ©

(P} send. in the prescribad menacr. anviber sampic for analysis to the Seed.
Testing Labcratory of the area within which such samplc has been taken :
and

(e} retain the remaining sample in the prescribed maneer for production in case
any legal proceedings ere {aken.

(33 Where a Seod Inspector makes an arder under clanse (9 of sub-section (2)
of section 20,

) he shail dse ol despatch in ascertainine wi sther or not the v-"d CORITRVENES
any of the gpecificctions laid down under section 1€, and, i€ it is asceriained
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22, Report of Secd Festing L.
as soon as may be oiter tae reecip:
and deliver, in such furm s ma, sl e copy of the report of the result
of the analysis 10 the Seed Inspotior and snother copy tiereof 10 the person from
whom the sample has heen takea.

(2) The production in any inguiry. tiial or otiier proceedings under this Act
of a report under the hand of o Secd Anulvst in ihe form: prescribed shall, until the
‘contrary is proved, be sufficient to prove 1ae fucit stated therein.

(3} When any person iy sccised of un ofience under this Adt, ti.. court may, if
it considers necessary in the interesi of justics and accuscd deposits in the court
a sum of money in accordaace with the scale prescribed, summon as a witness the’
Seed Analyst who analysed the sample in respect of which such person is accused of
having committed an oftence, and, il such person is scquitted, any sum of money so
deposited shall be refunded to him.

23. Offences and penalty.—Whoever—
(i) contravenes any provision of this Act or any rule ; or

(i) prevents h.Sccd Certification Officer or a Seed Inspector from taking a
sample or inspecting seed under this Act © or

(iii) prevents any official from exervising zny power conferred on him by or
under this Act, shail be punishable—
(@) for the first offence. with fine not exceeding onc thousand rupess

() where the offence continues afier conviction, with @ further fine of one
hundred rupess for each day during which the effence continues ; and

{(¢) for a subsequent ofience. witi: imprisonment for a term which may
extend 1o six months, or wii fine. or with both.

24. Power of court to order forfeitasc.~—1f any person is convicted of an ofience
punishable under this Act in respect of aseified variety or speeies of seed. the
court convicting him shall further direct that the secd shall be forfeited 1o the Federal
Government.

25. Cognizance of offeace. etc.—(11 INe court inferior to that of a Mapistrate
of the first class shall try an oficnce punishebli under this Act.



() No comt siall twhe cagizane of an offence pumshable neder this At
except upon o complamt an owr we by the fofderal Seed centification Agency
or i person authonsed byt in Sis bebiadf by an order in wrinng,

26, Presmmpiion s 1o erder. - \Where an erder purports to have been made
and signed by an authority i oxercise of any poner conferred by or undver this Act
icourt shalt proume within the meaning of the Evidence Act. 1872 (1 of 1872
that such erder was sa made by that authoerity,

27, lIsdemaity.—No suit. pro-ccution or other legal proceeding shall lie against
any person fur anvihing which is in good faith done or intended 10 be done under
this Act or the rules.

28, Delegation of powers.--The Federal Government may, by notification in
the official Gazette. direct that all or any of its powers under this Act or the rules
shall, in such circumistaaces and under such conditions, if any. as may  be specified
in the notilication. % owrdiscable also by -

(«) a Provincial Governmeni @ or

(h) an officer or authority subordinate to tiw Federal Government.

29, Power to nuke rules.—(1) The Federal Government may, by netification
in the official Gazette, make rules for carrving out the purposes of this Act.

(2) ln particular and without preindice to the generality of the foregoing power,
such rules muy provide for—

(¢) the funciions of the Sced Testing Laboratory ;

{# the requireniznts which shall be complied with by the registered growers
or a pzrson carrying on the business of seed production,. processing or
distribution :

(¢) the form of application for the grant of a certificate und.r section 13, the
particufars it shall contain, the fees which shall accoinpany it, the form
of the certificate and th@vonditions subject to which the certificate may be
eranted

(/) the re ~ds 10 be maintuined by a registered grower or 4 person carrying
on the Lisinzss referred to in sub-section (1) of section 13 and the particulars
which such records shall contin

{¢} the form and manner in which. and the fee on pavment of which, an appeal
may be preferred under section 16 and the procedure to be foilowed by the
appeilzie aunthority in disposing of the appeal ;

(/) the qualificatiens and dutics of & Seed Certification Officer

g} the gualifications and duties of & Sced Inspector ¢

(1 the manner in which samples QN he taken by the Seed Inspuctor, the pro-

cedure for seuding such sampies o the Seed Testing Laboratory and the

manner of analysing such sampies ;

the form of report of the result of the analysis under subssection (1) of

section 22 and the fees paveble i respeet theveol ©

i e powers amd functions of & Seed

(/3 any other matter whichy &s to bo o7 may be proseribed.

—~
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