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Aci: No. xv or- 1996 

An Act tiz establish a fu!la f or_ wo,inen_ in distress wul detention 

\VHER~AS it is expedient to provide for establishment ~fa fund for ,~omeri , 
iti distress and detention i'! need·of legal "aid and assistance and.for matters con- . 

· nected thei:ewith. or i)lcidental thereto·; ·· • · 

· · It,is hereby' enacted as follows :- . 
. . . ' . 

1. Sho~t. titic, extent and comnie~cernent.-(l) '. This A~t may be 
called the Women iri Distress and Detention Fund A.ct, 1996. 

(2) It extends io. ibe who\e·of P~ istan. 

(3) It ·shaJI come into fo(ee·ai once . . 
. . ,. 

2. . ·o efiniti(!ns,- In this· Act, unless there is anything repugnant in the 
·subje9t o.r context- · · 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

"Board" means the B·oard of_Goven;ors set up under section ·6 ;" 

"Fund" means the Fun_d for Women In Disrre_ss and Detelltion estab­
lished ~mder section 3 ; and · 

"wom.en· in d1st~ess a"nd detention"· means a-female or a· class .of 
, ' •· . . ' / 

females in need of fin_ancial assistance .to alleviate her or their 
miseries due·to detention, li\igation or for s imilar c9nnected matters: 
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3. · ·Establishment. of · the ~und.~TI1e Federal Govemment shall 
establish the Fund foe Woin,en in Dist~ss _and Detention . to carry _out· the 
purposes of this Aci. 

4. · . Purpose of the Ftm!l.-Th~ purpose rif the Fu~d shall be to provide 
· fina,:icial and legal-assistance to women.in. distress and. detention. 

. . 
5. Sources of Fund.-( 1) The Fund shall co!'isist of the f<;>llowing 

. sources, namely :- · · 

(a)°· grants from the Fe<lerai Government. and Provinci_al.Govemments ; 

(b) aid .and a~sistance from local, natiom,11 and intem·ational agen;ies; 
. ·­.. 

(c) c6nt"ributiohs· from the statutory bodies, · corporations, private 
organizaiions anct' indivioi1als ; and . . . ,, 

(d) income and earnings from the moveabl.e and immovable-properties 
acquired or leased by the,Fuoil. · · 

,· (2) · The amount credited 10 the Fund shall. not lapse at the end of a finan­
cial year and shall be available for utilization at.any time. 

~ •· .· 

(i. . B.oard of Governors.-(1}, The management, overall ·control and 
·supervision of the affairs ofth~ Fund shall vest in ·a· Bo!lrd ·of Governors consist-
ing o_f .the follo,vil_'lg Iriembecs, namely :- . · 

(i) · Federal Minister for l,an1 Juslise a11d Patlt!uii¢11taty / 
·Af:ffti!'S , . , ._.· : , . , .. , , ... , ... :. , .. · .... · .. .... .. · Clu,.irma11 · ,J 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(v) 
(vi) 

(vii) 
(viii} 

Secretary! l\1inistry of ( ·1w, J,u;ttco and ~aziiao1e11tmy 
A.ff.airs . . .. , ..... , .. , .. .. ·· .... , ...... ·.-.. . . . . . Member 

· One female n1ember e_,i9h of the Nati◊naJ· Assembly 
a nd Senate,_ 10 be nominilted by the.respective , 
Houses .. .. ... , . . .. . .. : . ..... •. , .. ... , . . . . Memb<;rs 
Two promin'ent female social worke,:,; froni each 
Province, to be nominated bv the Provincial 
Governments . .. . ... . : , .'. , .. ' . . . . : . . : , .... . 

' . 

Mem/>rrs · 
Members Provii1cial Home Sec~etaries . . . : . · . .......... , . .. • 

Secret,iry ofthe Women Division.· . . .... : ... , . , Member · 
•Secretary of the lliterior Division . : .. .... . . , , , , . Member ·· 
Joirit Secretary~ M inistry of,i...a.t'., JBstk.e q11cl 1¼lditt 

Member/ 
· Secreta,y. 
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(2) The m~mbers· .or° the Board, other than ex-ojJif;io members, shall 
hold. o,ffice for a. term of,_ th.ree yearf and shall be ejigible.for re-~ppoir:it111ent. 

. (3) No a,ct o; pmceeding of the Board shall be !n'valid merely on the-
ground of existense of any -vacancy or defec,t. (n the cons,ti~tion of,the Board. 

(4)• The Board ni:ay coopt. any other persons for performance of its func~ 

' ,. 

'(5) The Secretariat of. the Board shall be at islamabad. , . 

(6) · The Board may appoini-an ex~utive ~ommiitee for carrying out its 
functions as may be··assigned .to it by the Board. · . . , . . 

• 1- : • • • • • • + ~ 
. (7) The meeting of the Boarc:l shall be preside<) over by the Chairman or, 

in his absence, by the Secretary, Ministry of bftw,' Justice ,md Padieffle11GII)' 
Af£ai-. ' . . ~arl'. . ~ 

_, 

· 7 . . · Functions and p()wers:ofth¢·i:ioard.-The-Board.shall-
·, 

(a) sa~ciion disbt;iseme;t OU; of the fund ·amongst ~omen in distress 
and° detention ; · · · • · ' · 

(b) . niak,;-a:ppointment of ,the staff of ti\"e Bqard ; 

~c) . acquire, sell and pu;chaseproperty:ofthefund; and 

(d) .manage a11d con~rol the fund ~ 

8. Exemppon from tax.-Notwithstanding anything cqntained in the 
Income Tax Ordinance, 1979 (XXXI of 1979), Wealth Tax Act, 1963 ·(XV . of 

: 1963), Zakat and {)stir Ordinance, 1980 (XVUI of 1980), all contrib9tious and 
dpnations to oe Fund shail be' exempt from levy of these taxes -and deduction of 
·Zakat. 

. 9. ·. Accounts of the Fund, etc . ...:...(!) The. accounts.of the Fund shall be·· 
audited by _the Auditor-General of Pakistan and shall be laid before the National 
Assembly. · . · ·- . . · · . · · · ·. . ~ 

(2) T:he Board shall, periodicallY,, . submit 
Government relating to the Fund and its-activities. · . . ' . . . ... . . . 

reports to 'the Federal .. . , 

.... . 
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I 0. · Delegation of Powers,.,.:.. The Board may delegate all or ~~ its 
po,vers, and functions· to the C~airinal) or a meinber ofthe Board, executive com-

. ·rruttee, Provincial Government or any other authority as it m_ay deem fit. · 

1 I. Rules.--(i) 
poses of t~is Act. 

The Board may make rules for carrying oui the pur-., . 

-(2) In particul_ar and "!ithout prejudice to the generality of the. forego­
ing provision, such rules may include-. . 

. , 

' (a) procedure for disbursement of the fund ; ' 

·. (b) ., resignation of non-official members ;-and . 
. (c) ,: appointment of members·on seats becoming vacant duSI to death or 

re~ignation of a non-official member. 

• 
ABDUL RAUF KHAN LUGf1¥ANI, 

Secretary . 
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