Republic of the Philippines
Department of Agriculture

Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
PCA Compound, Elliptical Road. Diliman, Quezon City
Tel. Nos. 929-95-97 » 929-80-74

FISHERIES ADMINISTRATIVE

ORDER NO. 245-4

Series of 2018 )

SUBJECT: REGULATIONS AND IMPLEMENTING GUIDELINES ON GROUP TUNA
PURSE SEINE OPERATIONS IN HIGH SEAS POCKET NUMBER 1 AS A
SPECIAL MANAGEMENT AREA.

WHEREAS, the Philippines signed the Convention on the Conservation and Management
of Highly Migratory Fish Stocks in the Western and Central Pacific Ocean and its Annexes
on September 5, 2000, which was subsequently ratified by the Senate on 2005;

WHEREAS, the Philippines is a member of the Regional Fisheries Management
Organization, the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission (WCPFC);

WHEREAS, in the 8" WCPFC Regular Session in March 2012, CMM 2011-01 for
Temporary Extension of CMM 2008-01 was adopted giving the Philippines limited access
to High Seas Pocket Number 1 (HSP-1) as a Special Management Area (SMA) and
incorporated in CMM 2012-01 and subsequent CMMs (2013-01, 2014-01, 2015-01 and
2016-01);

WHEREAS, in December 2017, the Commission adopted a new Conservation and
Management Measure (CMM 2017-01) for Bigeye, Yellowfin and Skipjack Tuna in the
Western and Central Pacific Ocean to provide a robust transitional management regime
that ensures the sustainability of Bigeye, Yellowfin and Skipjack Tuna stocks;

WHEREAS, CMM 2017-01 will create a bridge to the adoption of a harvest strategy for
Bigeye, Skipjack, and Yellowfin Tuna in accordance with the work plan and indicative
frames set out in the agreed work plan for adoption of harvest strategies under CMM
2014-06, which includes the development of management objectives and target
reference points, and the Commission shall work towards achieving and sustaining the
following :

1) Bigeye

Pending agreement on a target reference point the spawning biomass
depletion ratio (SB/SBr=o) is to be maintained at or above the average
(SB/SBr=0) for 2012-2015.

2) Skipjack
The spawning biomass of skipjack tuna is to be maintained on average at a

level consistent with the interim target reference point of 50% of the

spawning biomass in the absence of fishing, adopted in accordance with CMM
2015-06.
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3)

Yellowfin

Pending agreement on a target reference point the spawning biomass
depletion ratio (SB/SBr=0) is to be maintained at or above the average
(SB/SBr=0) for 2012-2015.

WHEREAS, this policy is designed as a conservation measure primarily to reduce effort
in the Philippine waters where juvenile tunas are more likely to be found than in the High
Seas Pocket 1;

WHEREFORE, in view of these premises, the Department of Agriculture, through the
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) hereby promulgates the following
regulations and implementing guidelines.

Section 1. Definition of Terms. For purposes of this Order, the following terms as used
herein shall mean and shall be construed as follows:

1)

2)
3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

Automatic Location Communicator (ALC) or Mobile Tracking-Transceiver
Unit — a two-way automatic tracking device approved by the Bureau to be
installed on the fishing vessels that utilizes a satellite navigation and
communication system for the purpose of transmitting information
concerning the Philippines flagged fishing vessels’ positions, fishing activities,
and any other activity of the vessels as may be required.

Bureau/BFAR — Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources.

BFAR Vessel Monitoring System (VMS) — refers to the National Fisheries
Monitoring Center established and operated by the Bureau which is used to
track and monitor the position, time and course and speed of commercial
fishing vessels in the territorial waters, EEZ and the high seas for the purpose
of conservation and management of fisheries resources.

Commercial of Fishing Vessel/Gear License (CFVGL) — authorization granted
by BFAR to the fishing vessel operators to fish within commercial waters (>15
km from the shoreline) of the Philippines pursuant to Sec. 26 of R.A. 8550 as
amended by RA 10654.

Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) — an area beyond and adjacent to the
territorial sea of a country as defined under the United Nations Convention on
the Law of the Sea and their respective existing laws.

FAD — Fish Aggregating Devices that shall include drifting logs, other drifting
objects and anchored FADs.

Fisheries Monitoring Center (FMC) — serves as a land base component for
fisheries monitoring control and surveillance which operates and maintains
the Vessel Monitoring System.
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8)

9)

10)

11)

12)
13)

14)

15)

16)

17)
18)

19)
20)

Fishing Vessel — any boat, ship or other watercraft equipped to be used for
taking of fishery species or aiding or assisting one (1) or more vessels in the
performance of any activity relating to fishing, including, but not limited to,
preservation, supply, storage, transportation and/or processing.

Group Seine — purse seine/ring net boats operating as a group, consisting of
a catcher boat and its support vessels, such as ice carrier boats, ranger and
light boats.

High Seas (HS) — the area beyond Philippine waters which does not belong to
the jurisdiction of any other State.

High Seas Fishing Day — this refers to the day when a fishing vessel sets its net
with an intention to fish.

HSP1 — High Seas Pocket 1 as referred to in CMM 2017-01.

International Fishing Permit (IFP) — authorization granted by BFAR to
licensed Philippine Flagged Vessels to Fish in waters of other Coastal States
and high seas where the Philippines has access agreements.

Purse Seine/Ring Net — a form of encircling net having a line at the bottom
passing through rings attached to the net, which can be drawn or pursed. In
general, the net is set from the boat or pair of boats around the school of fish.
The bottom of the net is pulled closed with the purse line. The net is then
pulled aboard the fishing boat or boats until the fish are concentrated in the
bunt or fish bag.

Regional Fisheries Observer — Personnel duly authorized by the
Commission’s Regional Observer Program to collect and record fisheries
scientific data on fishing activities and monitor/report vessel compliance on
the various CMMs by the Commission, other RFMOs and by the Bureau's
compatible measures.

RFMOs — refers to the Regional Fisheries Management Organizations that
implements conservation and management measures on tuna such as I0TC
(Indian Ocean Tuna Commission), ICCAT (International Commission for the
Conservation of Atlantic Tuna), and WCPFC in which the Philippines is a
member, or the CCSBT {Commission on the Conservation of Southern Bluefin
Tuna) in which Philippines is cooperating non-member.

SMA — Special Management Area as referred in CMM 2017-01.

Special Fishing Permit for HSP1 — authorization granted by BFAR to the 36
Traditional group seine fishing vessels to conduct fishing operation in High
Seas Pocket 1 as Special Management Area.

WCPFC — Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission.

MARLIN — Electronic Logsheet terminal designed to record and transmit daily
logsheet data electronically.
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Section 2. Scope and Application

1)

2)

This Administrative Order covers the 36 Philippine registered traditional
group seine fishing vessels granted access to the HSP1-SMA, having gross
tonnage of not more than 250 GT issued with International Fishing Permits,
and listed in the WCPFC record of fishing vessels.

This Administrative Order applies only to HSP1-SMA, which is the area of the
high seas bounded by the EEZs of the Federated States of Micronesia to the
north and east, Republic of Palau to the west, Indonesia and Papua New
Guinea to the south with exact coordinates as used by WCPFC Vessel
Monitoring System.

Section 3. Allocation of Fishing Access

Fishing access to operate in HSP1-SMA is granted on the basis of compliance to the
following criteria:

1)

2)

3)
4)
5)

6)

7)
8)

9)

10)

The fishing operation involves traditional group seine fishing vessel of no
more than 250 gross tons;

The fishing vessel is Philippine-registered with valid Commercial Fishing
Vessel and Gear License (CFVGL), licensed with International Fishing Permit
and has paid a fee for a Special Permit to operate at HSP1 in the amount of
USD 2,000 for 2018 subject to annual renewal and additional incremental fee
of US100 annually thereafter until 2021;

The fishing vessel must be SOLAS compliant;
The fishing vessel must be Catch Documentary Scheme compliant;

The purse seine net shall have mesh size not less than 3.5 inches starting at
the mid body to the entire wing while ring net shall have mesh size not less
than 3.5 inches at both wings, and for purse seine or ring net with symmetrical
net design, the mesh size of the lower half of the net shall not be less than 3.5
inches;

The fishing vessel has not been convicted in any administrative or criminal
offenses for engaging in fishing activities in the Convention Area in violation
of any conservation and management measures adopted by the WCPFC;

The fishing vessel shall be registered with WCPFC;

The catcher fishing vessel and its supporting carriers shall be equipped with
two-way Vessel Monitoring System while all lightboats shall also be equipped
with at least a one-way Automatic Location Communicators;

Each group tuna purse seine/ring net operation shall avail of the services of
accredited Regional Observer preferably fishery graduates;

Each group tuna purse seine/ringnet operation shall commit to deploy no
more than 40 FADs per catcher vessel;
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11) The boat owner and three highest ranking officers of the boat must have
attended the orientation to be conducted by the Bureau prior to operation;
and

12) The catcher vessel listed to access the high seas shall not fish for tuna in
Philippine waters during the validity of their license in the high seas. However,
in the furtherance of national priority the Bureau may allow these vessels to
fish in designated areas. The Bureau shall issue a special approval for this
purpose.

All fishing vessels that have been qualified and granted special permits to operate in HSP1
shall retain their rights under FAO 245, 245-1,245-2 and 245-3 unless revoked or their
licenses and special permits have expired and not renewed.

Section 4. Observer Coverage. All catcher vessels operating HSP1-SMA shall have 100%
regional observer coverage in accordance to FAO 240 Series of 2012 on Rules and
Regulations in the Implementation of Fisheries Observer Program in the High Seas, and
WCPFC Conservation and Management Measure (CMM) 2007-01 and CMM 2017-01.
Priority will be given to fisheries graduate in the deployment of Observers.

Section 5. Vessel Monitoring System. All catcher vessels and their corresponding
carrier vessels shall be equipped with and shall operate a two-way Automatic Location
Communicator in accordance to FAO 241 Series of 2012 on Regulations in the
Implementation of the Vessel Monitoring System {(VMS) in the High Seas, CMM 2011-02 and
CMM 2017-01. Their corresponding lightboats shall also be equipped with at least one-
way Automatic Location Communicators. The FMC shall provide continuous real-time
VMS information to the adjacent Coastal States/Territories for monitoring purposes.
Access to VMS and other data related to HSP1-SMA shall be in accordance with WCPFC
Rules and Procedures for the Protection, Access to and Dissemination of High Seas Non-
Public Domain Data and Information Compiled by WCPFC for the Purpose of Monitoring,
Control and Surveillance (MCS) Activities and Access to and Dissemination of High Seas
VMS for Scientific Purposes.

Section 6. Reporting.

1) The vessels or the fishing company shall notify BFAR through electronic or
any other means at least 24 hours prior to entry and no more than 6 hours
prior to exiting the HSP1-SMA. Likewise, this information shall be transmitted
to the adjacent Coastal States/Territories and WCPFC.

2) The report should be in the following format: “VID/entry or Exit: Date/Time;
Lat/Long.”

3) The vessels operating in HSP1-SMA should report sightings of any fishing
vessel to the BFAR and WCPFC Secretariat. Such information shall include
vessel type, date, time, position, markings, heading and speed.
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Section 7. Vessel Listing. The Bureau shall maintain an updated list of all fishing vessels
operating in the HSP1-SMA based on the foregoing vessel’s entry and exit reports
submitted to WCPFC. The list will be submitted to WCPFC and will be made available to
WCPFC members and other concerned stakeholders through dedicated website,
www.bfar.da.gov.ph.

Section 8. Monitoring of Port Landings. All landings of vessels operating in HSP1-SMA
shall be done at the General Santos , Zamboanga Fishports and other Authorized Ports
operated by the Philippine Fisheries Development Authority. Catch Logsheet shall be
accomplished and submitted to the Bureau to insure that reliable catch by species are
collected for processing and analysis.

Section 9. Catch Limit. The annual total catch per vessel not exceeds an equivalent to
273 high seas fishing days in the HSP1-SMA (4,923 X 2 = 9,846 days, divided by 36).

Section 10. Net Mesh Size. All fishing vessels covered by this Order shall use net mesh
size of not less than 3.5 inches starting at the mid body to the entire wing for purse seine,
while mesh size of not less than 3.5 inches at both wings for ring net, and for purse seine
or ring net with symmetrical net design, the mesh size of the lower half of the net shall
not be less than 3.5 inches.

Section 11. Use of Fish Aggregating Device (FAD). Each group tuna purse seine/ring
net operation shall deploy not more than 40 FADs per catcher vessel. Location
coordinates of FADs should be submitted to the Bureau. In compliance with CMM 2017-
01, there shall be (3) months (July, August and September) prohibition of setting on FADs
for all purse seine vessels in HSP1-SMA.

Section 12. Nature of Access Right. Any transfer of access right or replacement of vessel
covered by this Order shall be subjected to the prior approval of the Bureau and shall be
based on the same conditions and criteria as provided herein, otherwise the transfer shall
be considered void.

Section 13. Penalties. Any violations of the provisions of this Fisheries Administrative
Order shall be penalized with the following fines and penalties:

1}  Pursuant to Section 116 of R.A. 8550 as amended by R.A. 10654, violation of
the Observer Coverage required by Section 4 hereof shall be penalized with
an administrative fine of Five hundred thousand pesos (P500,000.00) and
forfeiture of the catch and gear;

Upon conviction by a court of law, the offender shall be punished with
imprisonment of one (1) month and one (1) day to six (6) months and fine of
twice the amount of the administrative fine, confiscation of catch and
suspension or cancelation of license.

2) Intentionally non-reporting of position manually every four hours after
having been notified by BFAR FMC that the VMS ALC is not transmitting as
required shall be penalized with an administrative fine on Php 500,000.00 for
the first offense, and Php 1,000,000.00 with revocation of Special Permit for
HSP1-SMA for the second offense;
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3) Pursuant to Section 89 of R.A. 8550 as amended by R.A. 10654, violation of

%)

5)

6)

7)

Section 6 and 8, cases of unreported fishing committed in waters beyond
national jurisdiction or high seas, the owner, operator, and the three (3)
highest officers of the commercial fishing vessel shall be penalized with an
administrative fine equivalent to five (5) times the value of the catch or the
amount indicated below, whichever is higher;

a) Two million pesos (P2,000,000.00) to Nine million pesos
(P9,000,000.00) for small-scale commercial fishing;

b) Ten million pesos (P10,000,000.00) to fifteen million pesos
(P15,000,000.00) for medium-scale commercial fishing; and

¢) Sixteen million pesos (P16,000,000.00) to Twenty million pesos
(P20,000,000.00) for large-scale commercial fishing vessels less than
seven hundred fifty (750) gross tons, and Twenty-five million pesos
(P25,000,000.00) to Forty-five million pesos (P45,000,000.00) for large-
scale commercial fishing vessels seven hundred fifty (750) gross tons or
more. Upon conviction by a court of law, the three (3) highest officers of
the commercial fishing vessel shall suffer the penalty of imprisonment
of six (6) months and a fine of equivalent to twice the amount of the
administrative fine and confiscation of catch and gear.

Vessel exceeding HS fishing days as provided in Section 9 hereof, shall be liable to
pay Php 1,000,000.00 with revocation of all the Special Permit for HSP1-SMA
issued to the owner of the offending vessel;

Pursuant to Section 89 of RA. 8550 as amended by R.A. 10654, non-compliance
with the prescribed mesh size under Section 10 hereof shall be penalized with an
administrative fine equivalent to three (3) times the value of the catch or the value
indicated below, whichever is higher;

a) Fifty thousand pesos (P50,000.00) for small-scale commercial fishing;

b) One hundred thousand pesos (P100,000.00) for medium-scale
commercial fishing;

c¢)  Two hundred thousand pesos (P200,000.00) for large-scale commercial
fishing. Upon conviction by a court of law, the offended, shall be
punished by imprisonment of six (6) months to two (2) years and a fine
equivalent to twice the administrative fine, and confiscation of catch and
gear.

Deployment of FADs in Excess of 40 as provided in Section 11 hereof shall be
penalized with administrative fine of Php 50,000.00 per excess FAD and
confiscation of the excess FAD;

Unauthorized transfer of access right or replacement of vessel as provided under
Section 12 hereof shall be penalized with Php 1,000,000.00 at first offense, Php
2,000,000.00 as well as revocation of Special Permit for HSP-1 SMA at second
offense.
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Section 14. Separability Clause. If any section or provision of Order or part thereof is
declared unconstitutional or invalid, the other sections or provisions thereof which are
not affected thereby shall continue to be in full force and effect.

Section 15. Repealing Clause. All existing administrative order, rules and regulations
which are inconsistent with the provisions this Order is hereby repealed or modified.

Section 16. Effectivity. This Order shall take effect fifteen (15) days after publication in
any newspaper of gene irculation and upon registration with the Office of the National
Administrative iSter and shall be deemed coterminous with CMM 2017-01 until 2021.

Issued thi ﬂ‘day of‘J“LY, 2018 at Quezon City, Metro Manila, Philippines.

EMMANUELN. PINOL A
ey I s

Received - 07/11/2018 03:40 PM

ecommending Appyoval:

Director, BFAR

Page | 8



Republic of the Philippines
Department of Agriculture

National Fisheries and Aquatic Resources

Management Council (NFARMC)
Elliptical Road, Diliman, Quezon City

NFARMC RESOLUTION No. 13
Series of 2018

RESOLUTION RECOMMENDING THE EXTENDED IMPLEMENTATION OF FISHERIES
ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NOS. 236, 254 AND 245-3 AND TO INCORPORATE

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

NECESSARY AMENDMENTS THERETO

the National Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Management Council (NFARMC)
is a multi-sectoral body composed of representatives from all major
stakeholders in Philippine fisheries and serves as an advisory and
recommendatory body to the Department of Agriculture (DA);

Section 72 (a) of the Implementing Rules and Regulations of R. A. No. 8550 or
The Philippine Fisheries Code, as amended by R. A. No. 10654, states that xxx
“NFARMC shall have the following functions: (a) assist in the formulation of
national policies for the protection, sustainable development and
management of fishery and aquatic resources xxx”;

the effectivity of the aforementioned Fisheries Administrative Orders have
already lapsed and requires the recommendation of the NFARMC for approval
of the Secretary of the Department of Agriculture in accordance with the last
paragraph of Section 61 of R. A. No. 8550 as amended by R. A. No. 10654 to
facilitate the extension of their implementation;

WHEREAS, the FAO 236, 254 and 245-3 should be aligned with the implementation of

Conservation Management Measure 2017-01 of the Western and Central
Pacific Fisheries Commission;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the implementation of Fisheries Administrative

RESOLVED,

Order Nos. 236, 254 and 245-3 be extended for another three (3) years until
February 10, 2021 taking into account the amendment in FAO 245-3 which
provides symmetrical net as additional option for net design and mesh size
requirement wherein the lower half of the ring net or purse seine should be
not less than 3.5 inches;

FURTHER, that copies of this resolution be furnished to the Office of the
Secretary of the Department of Agriculture, the Office of the Director of the
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources and other concerned offices; and




UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED during the second quarter meeting of the council on May 18,
2018 held at the Camp Holiday Resort and Recreation Center, Babak District,
Island Garden City of Samal.

Presiding Officer, NFARMC

Tt [l arane _
DR. YASMIN P. TIROL ROSANNA BERNADETTE B. CONTRERAS
Academe Aquaculture
© FELI .LIM ROMEO PONG
Fisherfolk - Luzon Fisherfolk— Luzon
o
MARTHA E. CADANO CA .ABO
Fisherfolk — Visayas Fisherfolk - Mindanao

ﬁ“" i N / P /T%*¥— e

O H. BARRIENTOS ' ROBERTO A. BAYLOSIS

Small Scale Commercial Fisheries -7 Alternate Member, Medium Scale
Commercial Fisheries

[
JO INT.LU
Large Scaleé Commercial Fisheries Fish Processing

ity t /7 &
10 G. TAN
n-Government Organization




O
THE PHILIPPINE STAR

O

MONDAY 1| JULY 30, 2018

kT i

204,
'93 l‘,m% Republic of the Philippines
- --.‘{i Sez% | Department of Agricultuce
Sy Burean of Fisheries and Aguatic Kesources
{i? PCA Compound, Filipticsl Road, Diliman, Queron City
Wl Tel. Mas. 029.95-97+ 920-80-74
) S
FISHERIES ADMINISTRATIVE
ORDER NO, 245-4
Sexies of 2018

SUBFECT:  BEGULATIONS AND IMPLEMENTING GUIBELINES ON GROUP TUNA
PURSE SEINE OPERATIONS IN HIGH SEAS POCKEY NUMBER LAS A
SPECIAL MANAGEMENT AREA.

WHEREAS, the Phillppioss signed the Convention on the Couservation and Management
of Highly Migratory Fish Stocks in the Westers and Contsal Pacilic Oceom and its Annexes
on September 5, 2000, which was subsequesntly ratified by the Senate on 2005;

WHEREAS, the Philippines ds a wmember of the Begivna! Fisheties Mavagement
Organization, the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission (NCPFCY;

WHEREAS, in the 0% WOPPC Regular Session fu Maych 2012, (MM 2011403 for
Temporary Extension of CMM 2008-01 was adopted giving the #hilippines inited access
to High Seas Pocket Number 1 {HSP-1) as a Special Mananemen Area {SMA) and
incorporated in CMM 2012-01 and subsequent CMMs {2013-01, 2014-01, 2615-01 and
2016-01);

WHEREAS, in December 2017, the Commission adepted a pew Conservation and
Management Measure (CMM 2017-01) for Bigeye, Yeltowfin and Skopfack Tuna i the
Western and Central Facific Ocean to provide a robugt transitional nranagement reginu
that ensures the vustaiaability of Bigeye, Yellowfin and Skipjack Tana stocks;

WHEREAS, CiM 2017-01 wilk create a bridge to the adoption of a hurvest strategy for
Bigeye, Skipfack, and Yellowfin Tuns in accordanee with the work plas and indicative
frames set out in the sgreed work plan for adoption of harvest stra‘eples under CMM
2014-06, which includes the development of manapement objectives and target
refevence poiuis, and the Conunission shall work towards nehicving ind sustaining the
following :

1) Bigeye

Peading sgreersent on a target yeference point the spawedng blomass
depletion vatio (SB/SBro) i 10 be malotained at or above the average
{SB/SBre} for 2012-2015,

2} Skipjack

The spawning biciass of skipjack tuna s to be maistained on average at a
level consistent with the intertm target refersnce poivt of 50% of the
spawning blomass in the sbsence of fishing, sdopted fnacco dance with CMM
2015-06,

3} Velowfin

Pending agreement on a target veference point the spawning biomass
depletion vatio {SB/SBre) ix to be maintained st or above the average
{88/50p0) for 2012-2015.

WHEREAS, this policy is designed a3 3 conservation measure primsariy to roduce effost
fnthe Philippine waters where juvenile tunas are more Hikely to be fouad than in the High
Seas Pouker I;

WHEREFORE, in view of these premises, the Department of Agriculture, through the
Burean of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR} bereby promulpates the following
repualations and implementing gpuidelines.

Section 1. Definition of Terms. For purposes of this Ordes, the following terms as used
herein shall mean and shali be construed as foilows:

1)  Automatic Lecation Commupicator (ALC) or MobHe Tracddsg-Transcebrer
Uit — a two-way avtomatic tracking device approved by the Bureau to be
installed on the fishing vessels that wilizes o satellive navigation and
communication  system  for the purpose o omusmtting  infoomation
conceraing the Philippines Hagped fishing vessels’ positiors, fishing activities,
and any other activity of the vessels as may be required.

2} BureaufBFAR -~ Bureau of Fisheries ol Aquatic Rosowrs,

) BPAR Vessel Monitoring System {YMS) — rufers to the Natioual Fisheries
Monitoring Center established and operated by the Barean which is nsed to
tenck and monitor the positon, tme and course and spoed of commercial

- fishing vessels in the tervivorfal waters, BEZ and the high seas for the purpose
of conservation and manageraent of fisheries necourias.

4} Commercial of Fishing Vessal/Gear License (CFVGL) — aw hortzation prantad
by BFAR to the fishing vessel operators to fish within conmrercial waters {15
T from the shorelbie) of the Philippines pursuant to Sec. 26 of RA. 8550 as
amended by RA 10654,

5} Eedusive Boonente Fuve (BEZ} -~ an srea beyond and adisoent to the
territorial sea ofa cpuntyy as defined under the United MNations Convention on
the Law of the Sea and their respective existing laws.

&) FAD - Fish Apgregating Devices that shall includs drifding logs, ot fting
obiects and ;nchored FADs, i HE R

¥} The fishing vessel shall be registered with WCPFC;

8) The catcher fishing vesse! and its supporting carriers shall be equipped with
two-way Vessel Monitoring System while ait liphtboats shall alse be equippad
writh at lesst a ane-wiey Autosatie Locason Tommunicators;

9} Each group tuna purse seine/ring net operation shiall avail of the sorvices of
accredited Regional Observer preferably fishery graduates:

10} Bach group tuna purse seine/ringnet operation shall conrmit o de o
mare than 40 FADs per catcher vassel; i

11) The boat owner and three highest ranking officers of the boat must have
attended the ovientation 1o be conducted by the Bureau prior to operation;
and

12} The catcher vessel listed to access the high seas shall not fish for tuna in
Philippine waters during the validity of theirlicense in the hiph seas. However,
in the furtherance of national priority the Bureau mway allow these vessels to
fish in designated areas. The Bureau shall issue a special approval for this
purpose.

All fishing vessels that have been qualified and granted special permits to operate in H5P1
shall vetain their rights under FAQ 245, 245-1,245-2 and 245-3 unless revoked or their
tomnses and spectal permits have expired and not renewed.

Saction 4. Observer Coverage. All catcher vessels operating HSP1-SMA shall have 100%
repional observer coverage in accordance to FAD 240 Series of 2012 on Rules and
Regulations in the Implementation of Fisherles Dbserver Program in the High Seas, and
WCPFC Conservation and Management Measure (CMM) 2007-01 and CMM 2017-01.
Priority will be given to fisheries graduate in the deployment of Observers.

Sectton 5. Vessel Monkioriog Systers. All cateher vessels and thelr corresponding
carrier vessels shall be equipped with and shall operate a twe-way Autamatic Losation
Communicator in accordance to FAQ 241 Series of 2012 on Regulations in the
Implementation of the Vessel Monitoring System (V5] in the High Seas, CMM 2011-02 and
CMM 2017-01, Their corvesponding lightbaats shall also be equipped with at least one-
way Automatic Loration Communicators. The FMC shall provide coatinzous real-time
VMS information to the adjacent Coastal States/Territorles for monitoring purposes.
Access to YMS and other data velated 1o HSP1-SMA shall be in accordance with WCPFC
Rules and Provedures for the Protection, Access to and Dissemination of High Seas Nons
Public Domain Data and Infornsation Compiled by WCPFC for the Purpose of Monitoring,
Control and Surveillance (MCS} Activities and Access to and Dissemination of High Seas
¥MS for Scientific Purposes.

Seetlon 6. Reporting.

1) The vessels or the fishing company shall notify 8FAR through electronic or
any other means at least 24 hows prior to entry and no more than 6 hours
prior to exiting the HSP1-SMA. Likewise, this information shal be transmitted
16 the adjacent Coastal StatesfTerritories and WCPFE,

2)  ‘The report should be b the following format: "VIDfentry or Exit: Date/Time;
Lat/Long™

3)  The vessels operating in HSP1-SMA should report sightings of any fishing
vessel to the BRAR and WCPPC Secretariat, Such information shall indude
vessel type, date, time, position, markings, heading and speed.

Section 7. Vessel Listing. The Bureau shall maintain an updated list of all fishing vessels
operating in the HSP1-SMA based on the foregoing vessel's entry and exit reports
submitted to WCPFC. The list will be submitted to WCPFC and will be made available to
WCPFC members and other concerned stakeholders through dedicated websits,
wynhiardagov.ph

Section 8. Monttoring of Port Landings. All landings of vessels operating in HSP1-SMA
shall be done at the Genera] Santos , Zamboanga Fishports and other Authorized Ports
operated by the Philippine Fisheries Development Authority. Catch Logsheet shall be
accomplished and submitted to the Bureau to insure that reliable catch by species are
collected for processing and anatysis.,

Section 9. Catcht Eimit. The annual total catch per vessel not evceeds an equivsient to
273 high seas fishing days in the HSPI-SMA {4,923 X 2 = 9,846 days, divided by 36).

Section 10. Net Mesh Size. All Dshing vessels covered by this Order shall use net mesh
size of not less than 2.5 inches starting at the mid hody to the entire wing for purse sein,
while mesh size of notless than 3.5 Inches atboth wings for ving net, and for purse seine
or ring net with symmetrical ner degign, the mesh size of the lower haif of the net shall
not be less than 3.5 inches,

Section 11, Use of Fisk Apgregating Device (FAD). Bach group tuna purse seine/rhg
uet operation shall deploy not more than 40 FADs per catcher vessel. Location
coordinates of FADs shoold be submitted to the Bureaw. In compliance with CMM 2017-
01, there shall be (3] months July, August and Sepvember] prohibition of setting an FADS
for all purse seine vessels in HSP1-SMA.

Section 12, Nature of Access Right. Any transler of nccess right or replacement of vessel
sovered by this Order shall be subjected to the prior approvat of the Buresu snd shall be

based on the same conditions and criteria 38 provided herein, otherwise the transfer shall
be considered void.

Sectdon 13, Penalties. Any violations of the pravisions of this Pisheries Administrative
Qrder shall be penalized with the following fines and penalties:

1) Pursuantto Section 116 of RA. 8550 as amended by R.4. 10654, violation of
the Observer Coverage reauired by Section 4 hereof shall be senalized with

|



*

6)

7}

8}

9)

10)
11)
12)

13)

14

fosy

15)

16)

17)
19)

19
20)

Section 2.

1)

2)

BXLALSIVE Blonomic sone quia) -~ an area beyond and adjacent to the
territorial sea ofa country as defined under the United Nations Convention on
the Law of the Sea and their respective axisting laws.

FAD — Fsh Aggregating Devices that shall include drifting logs, other drifting
vbjects and anchored FPADs.

Fishories Manitoring Center (FMC) ~ serves as a land base compenent for
fishories monitoring control and surveillance whirh operates and malntaing
the ¥essel Monitoring System,

fiishing Vessel — any boat, ship or other watercraft equipped to be used for
taking of fishery species or aiding or 4ssisting one {1) or more vcssehf in the
perfornance of any activity relating to fishing, including, but not limited to,
preservation, supply, sterage, transportation and/or processing,

Group Seine — purse seine/ring net boals operating as 4 group, consisting of
a catcher boat and its support vessels, such as jce carrier boats, ranger and
light boats,

High Seas (i15) — the area beyond Philippine wirters which does not helong to
the jurisdiction of any other State.

High Seas Fishing Day — this refers to the day when a fishing vessel setsits net
with an intention to fish.

HSPL o High Seas Pocket 1 as referved to in £MM 2017-01

International Fishing Permit {IFP) — authorization pranted by BFAR to
Heensed Philippine Flagped Vessels to Fish in waters of other Coastat States
and hiph seas where the Philippines has access agreements.

Purse Seine/Ring Not — a form of encircling net having 2 line at the bottom
passing through rings attached to the net, which can be drawn or pursed. In
general, the net is set from the boat or pair of boats around the school of fish,
The bottom of the net is pulled closed with the purse line, The net is then
puiled aboard the fishing boat or boats until the fish are concentrated in the
bunt or fish bag.

Regional Fisheries Observer — Personnel duly authorized by the
Commission’s Regional Observer Program to collect and record fisheries
scientific data on fishing activities and monitor/report vessel compliance on
the various CMMs by the Comumission, other RFMOs and by the Bureau's
compatible measures,

RFMOs — refers to the Regional Fisheries Management Orgasizations that
implements conservation and management measures on tuna such as 10TC
(indian Ocean Tuna Commission), ICCAT (International Cammission for the
Conservation of Atlantic Tuna), and WCPFC in which the Philippines is a
member, or the CCSBT (Commission on the Conservation of Southern Bluefin
Tuna) ie which Philippines is cooperating none-member.

SMA — Special Management Area as referred in CMM 2017-01.

Spedal Fishing Permit for HSP1 — authorization granted by BFAR to the 36
Traditional group seine fishing vessels to conduct fishing aperation in High
Seas Packet 1 as Special Management Area.

WCPFC — Westarn and Contral Pacific Pisheries Gonvaiasion.

MARLIN .- Bloctronic Logshvet tenminal designed (o record and transmitdaily
logsheet data electronically.

Scope and Application

This Administrative Order covers the 36 Philippine registered traditional
group seine {ishing vessels granted access to the HSPL-SMA, having gross
tonnage of not more than 250 GT issued with International Fishing Permits,
and listed in the WCPFC record of fishing vessels.

This Administrative Order applics enly to HSP1-SMA, which is the area of the
high seas bounded by the EEZs of the Federated States of Micronesia to the
narth and east, Republic of Valau to the west, indonesia and Papua New
Giuinea to the south with exact coordinates as used by WCPFC Vessel
Monitoring System.

Section 3. Allocation of Fishing Access

Fishing access to operate in HSP1-SMA is granted an the basis of compliance to the
following criterta:

]

2)

3)
)
5)

6)

The fishing operatiun involves traditional group seine fishing vessel of no
more than 250 jross tons;

The fishiog vessel is Philippine-registered with valid Commercial Fishing
Vessel and Gear License {CFVGL], lcensed with International Fishing Permit
and has paid a fee for a Special Permit to operate at HSP1 in the amount of
USH 2,000 for 2018 subject to annual renewal and additional incremental fee
of US100 annually thereafter until 2021;

The fishing vessel must be SOLAS compliant:
The fishing vessel must be Catch Documentary Scheme compliant;

The purse seine net shall have mesh slze not less than 3.5 inches starting at
the mid body to the entire wing while ring net shall have mesh size not fess
than 3.5 inches at both wings, and for purse seine or ring net with symmetrical
net design, the mesh size of the lower half of the net shall not be less than 3.5
inches;

‘The fishing vessel has not been convicted in any administrative or coiminal
offenses for engaging in fishing activitics in the Convention Area fn violation
of any conservation and management measores adopted by the WCPFC;

Section 13. Penalties. Any violations of the provisions of this Fisheries Administrative

Order shall be penalized with the (ollowing fines and penalties:
AT Sh

i)

2)

SRR e
Pursuant to Section J 16 of RA, 8550 as amended by R.A. 10654, violation of
the Observer Coverage required by Section 4 hereof shall be penalized with

an administrative fine of Five hundred thousand peses (P500,000.00} and
forfeiture of the catch and pear;

Upon convietion by 2 cowrt of law, the offender shall be punished with
imprisonment of one (1) month and one (1) day to six {6} months and fine of

twice the amount of the administrative fine, confiscation of catch and
suspension ervancelation of license.

Intentionally non-reporiing of position manually every four hours after
having heen potified by HPAR FMC that the VMS ALC is not transmittiong as
required shali lie penalized with an administrative fine on Php 500,000.00 for
the first offenss, and Phyp 1,000,000.00 with revocation of Special Permit for
15P1-SMA for the second offense;

fursuant to Section 89 of RA. 8550 as amended by RA. 10654, violation of
Section 6 and 3, cases of unreported fishing committed in waters beyond
national Jurisdiction or high seas, the owner, operator, and the three (3}
highest officers of the commercial fishing vessel shall be penalized with an
administrative fine equivalent to five (5) times the value of the catch or the
amount indicatad below, whichever is higher;

a)  Two milion pesos (P2,000,000.00) to Nine million pesos
{P9,008,600.00] for small-scale commercial fishing

b)  Ten million pesos (P16,200,00000) to fifteen milllon pesos
{15,000,000.00) for medium-scale commercial fishing; and

) Sixteen nillion pesos (P16,000,000,00) to Twenty million pesos
(P20,000.000.00) for large-scale commercial fishing vessels less than
seven hundred fifty (750) gross tons, and Tweaty-five million pesos
(P25,000 000.00) to Forty-five million pesos (P45,000,000.00) for large-
scale commercial fishing vessels seven hundred fifty (750) gross tons or
more. Upon conviction by 2 court of law, the three (3) highest officers of
the commercial fishing vessel shall suffer the penalty of imprisonment
of six {6) months and a fine of equivalent to twice the amount of the
administ-ative fine and confiscation of catch and gear,

4} Vessel exceeding HS fishing days as provided in Section 9 herecf|, shall be liable to
pay Php 1,000,000.00 with revocation of all the Special Permit for HSP1-SMA
issued to the owner of the offending vessel;

5} Pursuant to Section 89 of RA. 4550 as amended by RA. 10654, non-compliance
with the prescribed mesh size under Section 10 hereof shall be penalized with an

administrative finc equivalent to three (3) times the value of the catch or the value
indicated below, whichever is liigher;

6

a}  Fifty thousand pesos (P50,000.00) for small-scale commercial fishing

b)  One hvadred thousand pesos ‘(PIG0,0UO.B&] for medium-scale
commercial fishing;

¢)  Twohundred thousand pesos (P200,000.00) for large-scale commereial
lishing. Upon conviction by a court of law, the offended, shall be
punished by imprisonment of six (6) months to two (2) years and a fine

equivaient to twice the administeative fine, and confiscation of cateh and
gear.,

Deployment of FADs in Excess of 40 as provided in Section 11 hereof shall be

penalized with administrative fine of Php 50,000.00 per excess FAD and
confiscation of the excese FAV,

7

—

Unauthorized transfer of access right o replacement of vessel as provided under

Section 12 hereof shall he penalized with Php 1,000,000.00 at first offense, Php
2,000,000.00 as well as revocation of Special Permit for HSP-1 SMA at second

offense,

Section 14. Separability Clause, if any section or provision of Order or part thereof is
declared unconstitutional or invalid, the pther sections or provisions thereof which are
not affected thereby shall continue to be in full force and effect.

Section 15. Repealing Clanse. All existing administrative order, rules and regulations
which are inconsistent with the provisions this Order is hereby repealed or modified.

Sectien 16. Effectivity. This Order shall take effect fifteen (15) days after publication in

any newspaper of gene
Adminlstrative

Issued

EMMANUELN!, PINOL
Secretary _.{

abtirculation and upon registration with the Office of the National
ter and shall be deemed coterminous with CMM 201701 until 2021,

i22., day of 1ULY 2014 at Quezon City, Metro Manila, Philippines,

DLPRRATIALNT £ JOR)

(e
Papnfing i oA 1A Bga
Poe Signsin; 01180103
fusseiynd  OTHEDOIE OXAD £

Recommending r’\ppym al: I ———_——
EFUARDOD B, GONG! i

Director, BFAR

PS. July 30, 2018




MUNUDAY JUly JU, ZUlo

Republic of the Philippines-

Department of Agriculture

Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Rcsource

PCA compound, Elliptical Road, Diliman, Quezon City
Tel. Nos. 929-95-97 » 929-80-74

FISHERIES ADMINISTRATIVE
ORDER NO. 2454
Series of 2018

SUBJECT: REGULATIONS AND IMPLEMENTING GUIDELINES ON GROUP TUNA PURSE
SEINE OPERATIONS IN HIGH SEAS POCKET NUMBER 1 AS A SPECIAL
MANAGEMENT AREA.

WHEREAS, the Philippines signed the Convention on the Conservation and Management of Highly
Migratory Fish Stocks in the Wesz:rn and Central Pacific Oczan and its Annexes on September 5,
2000, which was ly ratified by the Senat 200!

'WHEREAS, the Philippines is a membe( of the Regional Fisheries Management Organization, the
Westemn and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission (WCPFC),

WHEREAS, in tha 8th WCPFC Regular Session in March 2012, CMM 2011-01 for Temporary
Extension of CMM 2008-01 was adopted giving the Philippines limited access to High Seas Pocket
Number 1 (HSP-1) as a Special Managsment Area {SMA) and incorporated in CMM 2012-01 and
subsequent CMMs (2013-01, 2014-01, 2015-01 and 2018-01).

WHEREAS, in December 2017, the Commission aciopted a new Conservation and Management
Measure (CMM 2017-01) for Bigeye, Yellowfin'and Skipjack Tuna in the Western and Central Pacific
Ocean to provide a robust fransitional management regime that ensures the sustainability of Bigeye,
Yellowfin and Skipjack Tuna stocks;

WHEREAS, CM 2017-01 will create a bridge lo the adoption of a harvest stralegy for Bigeye,
Skipjack, and Yellowfin Tuna in adcordance wilth the work plan and indicative frames set out in
the agreed wa& plan for adoption of harvest siralegies under CMM 2014-08, which includes the

and largei points, and the Commission shall work

tmrds a:hlevmg and nusumu'g the
1) Bigeye

Pending agreemant on 3 target reference point the spawning biomass depletion ratio (SB/SB, )
is to be maintained at or above the average (SB/SB,.) for 2012-2015

2) Skipjack
The spawning biomass of skipjack tuna is to be maintained on avérage at a level consistent
with the interim target of 50% of the biomass in the absence of fishing,
adoptad in accordance with CMM 201506 .

3) Yellowfin

Pending agreement on a target point 1 biomass.
s 1o be maintained al or above the average (SB-’SB o) for 2012-2015.

pletion ratio (SB/SB, )

WHEREAS, this policy is designed as a conservation measure primarily 1o reduce effort in the
Phibppine waters where juvenile tunas are more likehy to be found than in the High Seas Pocket 1:

WHEREFORE, in view of these the Dx of through the Bureau
of Fisheres and Aquatic Resaulws [BFAR} hareby promulgates the lollowmg reguiations and
implementing quidelines

Section 1. Definitien of Terms. For purposes of this Order. (he following terms as used herein shall
mean and shall be construed as follows:

1) A Location C ‘(ALC) or Mobile Tracking-Transceiver Unit - a two-
way automatic iracking device approved by the Bureau fo be instalied on the fishing vessals
thal utilizes a satoliite navigation and communication system for the purpose of transmitting
information concerning the Philippines flagged fishing vessels’ positions, fishing activities, and
any other activity of the vessels as may be required

2} Bureau/BFAR - Bureau of Fishenes and Aquatic Resources. I3

3) BFAR Vessel Monitoring System (VMS) - refers 1o the National Fisheries Monitoring Center
astablished and operated by the Bureau which is used to track and monitor the position, time and
course and spead of commercial fishing vesseis in the territorial waters, EEZ and the high seas
for the purpose of ion and of fisheries

4 < | of Fishing Vessel License (CFVGL] - authorization granted by BFAR to
the fishing vessel operators to fish within commercial waters(>15 km from the |humhna) of the
Philippines pursuant to Sec. 26 of R A. 8550 as amended by RA 10654,

5} Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) - an area beyond and adjacent to the territorial sea of a
country as defined undar the United Naticos Cenvention on the Law of the Sea and their
respective existing laws.

6 FAD - an Agg-egaring Devices. that shall include drifiing logs. other drifling objecls and
anchored

7) Fisheries Monitoring Centar tFIHC} serves as aland b

B)  The fistung vessel has not been convicted in administrative or criminal offenses for
engaging in fishing activities i the Convention Area in violation of any conservation and
management measures adopted by the WCPFC,

71 The fishing vessel shall be registered wﬂh WCPFC;

B)  The catchar fishing vessel and its supporting carriers shall be equipped with two-way
Vessel Monitoring System while all lightboats shall also be equipped with at least a one-
wary Automatic Location Communicators;

9) Each group tuna purse seinefring net operation shail avail of the services of accredited
Regional Observer proferably fishery gradualu; 7

Em\gvmpiummmmmmmmﬂwmmmmw
FADs per calcher vessel;

10}

11) The boal owner anuzh-eenmumwmmawmmmmm
origntation to be conducted by the Bureau prior to operation; and

12) The eateher vessel listed to access the high seas shall not fish for tuna in Philippine
walers duting the validity of their license in the high seas. However, in the
of national priority the Bureau may allow these vessels to fish in designated areas. The
Bureau shall issue a special approval for this purpose.

All fishing vessels that have been qualified and granted special permits to operate in HSP1 shall
retain their rights under FAD 245, 245-1,245-2 and 245-3 unless revoked or their licenses and special
permits have expired and not renewed.

Section 4. Observar Coverago. All catcher vessels operating HSP1-SMA shall have 100% regional
observer coverage n accordance to FAQ 240 Series of 2012 on' Rules and Regulations in the
implementation of Fisheries Observer Program in the High Seas, and WCPFC Conservation and
Management Measure (CAMM) 2007-01 and CMM 201701 pmmy will be given o fisheries graduate:
in the deployment of Observers,

Soction 5. Vessol Monitoring System. All catcher veosels and their. corresponding carrier vessels.
shall ba equipped with and shall operate a Al Location ‘accordance

i of
(VMS) in the High Seas, CMM 2011-02"and CMM 2017-01. Their
also be equipped with at least one way A ic Location Cs
continuous real-time VMS Information to the adjacent Coastal States/Territories for monit
purposes. Access o VIMS and other data related to HSP1-SMA shall be in accordance with WCPFC
Rules and Procedures for the Prolection, Access to and Dissemination of High Seas Non Public
Domain Data and Information Compiled by WCPFC for the Purpose of Monitoring, Control and
Survelllance (MCS) Activilies and Access to and Dissemination of High Seas VMS for Scienlific
Purposes

Section 6. Reporting.

1) The vessels or the fishing company shall natify BFAR 3
means at least 24 hours prior 1o enny and no more than & hours prior to exiting the
HSP1-SMA Likewise, this i shall be transmitted to the adjacent Coastal States/
Territories and WCPFC.

2} The report should be in the following format: “ViD/entry or Exit: Date/Time; LatLong.”

3)  The vessels operaling in HSP1-SMA should report sighlings. of any fishing vessel 1o the
BFAR and WCPFC Secretariat Such information shall include vessel type, date, time,
position, markings, heading and speed. i

Section 7, Vessol Listing. The Bureau shall maintain an updated list of all fishing vessels operating .
in the HSP1-SMA based on the foregoing vessel's entry and exit submitted to WCPFC. The'
list will be submitted to WCPFC and will be made availab! WCPFC uﬂm
stakehoiders through dedicated website, www.bfarda.gov.ph,

Section B, Monitoring of Port Landings. All landings of vessels operating in H5P1-SMA|I|III bc
done at the General Santos , Zamboanga Fishports and cther Authorized Ports

Philippine Fisheries Devafnpmsm Authority. Catch Logsheet shall be accomplished and submitied
to the Bureau to nsure that reliable catch by species are collected for processing and analysis. |

Section 9. Gatch Limit. The annual total catch bér vasr,sl.not .exnlegdc an equivalant to 273 high ulu-
fishing days in the HSP1-SMA (4,923 X 2 = 9,846 days, divided by 36).

Section 10. Net Mesh Sizo. All fishing vessels covered by this Order shall use nel mesh size of nol
less than 3.5 inches starting at the mid body to the entire wing for purse seine, while mesh eizoofrmt
less than 3.5 inches at both wings for ring net, and for purse seine or ring net with

design, the mesh size of the lower half of the net shall not be less than 3.5 inches.

Saction 11. Use of Fish Aggrogating Device (FAD). Each group tuna purse net operation
shall deploy not more than 40 FADs per catcher vessel. Location of FADs should be
submitied 1o the Bureau In compliance with CMM 2017- 01, there shall be (3) months July, August
and Seplember) prohibition of setting on FADs for all purse seine vessels in HSP1-SMA.

Section 12. Nature of Access Right Any miarﬂmmhlwm«ldv—sdm‘
by this Order shall be subjected to the prior approval of the Bureau.and shall be based on the same
condifions and criteria as provided herein, otherwise the transfer shall be considered void.

Section 13. Penalties. Any violations of the provisions of this meﬂm&wuﬂh
penalties:

centrol and surveillance which operates and maintain the Vessel Monnonng swem

8) Fishing Vessel - any boat. ship or other watercrafl equipped to be used for taking of fishery
species or aiding or assisting one (1) or mare vessel in the performance of any activity relating
ta fmhm}. including, but not limited 1o, preservation, supply, storage, transportation and/or
processing

9) Group Seine’- purse seinelring net boats operating as a group, consisting of a catcher boat and
s suppont vessels, such as ice camier boats. ranger a nd light boats.

10]

High Seas (HS) - the atea beyond Philippine waters which does not belong to the jurisdiction of
any other State

"

High Seas Fishing Day - this refers to the day when a fishing vessel sets its net with an intention
to fish.

12]

HSP1 - High Seas Pocket 1 as referred to in CMM 2017-01, i
13) International Fishing Permit (IFP) - authorization granted by BFAR 1o licensed Philippine
Flagged Vessels to Fish in waters of other Coastal States and high seas where the Philippines.
has access agreements

14)

Purse Seine/Ring Net - o forn of encircling nat having a line at the bottom passing through rings
attached to the net. which can be drawn or pursed in general the net is sel from the boat or pair
of boats around the scheol of fish. The bottom of the net s pulled closed with tha purse line, The
net is then pulled aboard the fishing boat o boats until the fish are concentrated in the bunl or
fiah bag, J

15) Regional Fisheries Observer - duly by the -Cq 's Regional
Observer Program to collect and record fisheries scentific data on fishing activities and monitor/
report vessel compliance on the varicus CMMs by the Commissicn, other RFMOs and by the
Bureau's compalibie measures.

18]

RFMOs - refers to the Regional Fisheries O i that #
conservation and ma measures on tuna such as IOTC {indian Ocean Tuna
Commission). iCCAT {International Commission for the Conservation of Atfantic Tuna), and
WCPFC in which the Phili is a member, or the CCSBT (C ission on the G

P viith the foliowing fines and

1) Pursvant to Section 116 of RA. 8550 as amended by R.A. 106854, violation of the Observer. |
Coverage required by Section 4 hereof shall be with an fine of Five
hundred thousand pesos (P500,000.00) and forfeiture of the catch and gear;

Upon canviction by a court of law, the offender shall be punished with imprisonment of one (1)
month and one (1) day 1o six (6) muﬁﬂm and fine S Tuice the. amount of the ndmhhlmha
1 of cateh and susp Vof icense.

2) Intentionally non-reporting of position manualty wery four hours after bwing been nwhd
by BFAR FMC that the VMS ALC is not transmitting as required shall be penalized with
administrative fine an Php 500,000.00 for the first ullanse and Php 1,000,000.00 with mlm
of Spacial Permit for HSP1-SMA for the second offense;

3)  Pursuant lo Seclion B9 of RAB550 as amended by RA 10654, viclation of Section 6 and B, cases
of unreparted fishing committed in waters beyond national jurisdiction or high seas, the owner,
operator, and the three (3) highest officers of the commercial fishing vessel shall be panalized
with an administralive fine equivalent to five (5) times the value 01- the calch or the amount
Indicated bolow, whichever is higher;

a)  Two million pesos (P2,000,000.00) to Nine minron pc:ol (P9,000,000.00) for small-scale
commargial fishing;

b)  Ten million pesos (10,000,000 DOHO ﬁﬂeen million pesos (P15,000,000. leormudhm-
scale commercial fishing; and

€)  Sixteen milion pesos (P16,000,000.00) to Twenty million pesos (P20,000,000,00) for
large-scale commercial fishing vessels less than seven hundred fifty (750) gross tons, and
Twenty-five million pesos (P25,000,000.00) to' Forty-five million pesos (P45,000,000.00)
for large scale commercial vessels

of the commesrcial fishing
vessel shall suffer the penalty imptmnmeﬂlof!ix ) monma maﬁmdmm
fo twice the amount of the ine and

4) Vessel exceeding HS ﬁs)\ksgdaysaswwﬂedhsmsw,ﬂﬂhiﬂbhmﬁip
1.000,000.00 with revocation of all the Special Permit for HSP1-SMA issued to the owner of the

of Southern Bluefin Tuna) in which Philippines is cooperating non-member.
17) SMA - Special Management Area as referred in CMM 2017-01
18

Spocial Fishing Permit for HSP1 - authorization granted by BFAR 1o the 36 Traditional group
seine fishing vessels to conduct fishing operation in High Seas Pocket 1 as Special Management
Area,

49) WCPFC - Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission.

20]

MARLIN - Electronic Logsheet terminal designed to racord and transmit dally Iogsheel data
elecironically.

Section 2. Scope and Application

1) This Administrative Order covers the 36 Philippine registered tradilional group seine fishing
vessels granted access lo the HSP1-SMA, having gross tonnage of not more than 250 GT
issued with International Fishing Permits, and listed in the WCPFC record of fishing vessels.

2}  This Administrative Order applies only to HSP1-SMA, which is the area of the high seas
bounded by tha EEZs of the Federated States of Micronesia to the north and east, Republic of
Palau to the west. Indonesin and Papua New Guinea to the south with exact coordinates as
used by WCPFC Vessel Monitoring System.

Section 3, Allocation of Fishing Access

Fishing access to operate in HSP1-SMA s gt d o the basis of

1o the foliowing criteria;
1) The fishing operation invoives tradibonal group seine fishing vessel of no more than 250

gross lons,
2)  The fishing vessel is Phili with valid C ishing Vessel and Gear
License (CFVGL), h:t'nsed with International Fishing Permit and has paid a fee for a

Special Pm 1o oparate at HSP1 in the amount of USD 2.000 for 2018 subject o annual
renewal and additional incremental fee of US100 annually thereafter until 2021;

3) The fishing vessel mus\ be SOLAS compliant;

4)  The fishing vessel must be Catch Documentary Scheme compliant:

5) The purse seine net shall have mesh size nol less. rhﬁn 3.5inches slamng at the mid body
to the entire wing while ring net shall have mesh size not less than 3.5 inches at both

wings, and for purse seine or ring net with symmetrical net design, the mesh size of the
Iower half of the net shall not be less than 3.5 inches:

g vessel,

5) Pursuant to Section 89 of RA 8550 as amended byR.A 10854, th
prescribed mesh size under Section 10 hereof shali be 4
equivalent lo three (3) tmes lhavamoimeeﬂ:ch or the value M below, Miehnm-
higher,

a)  Fifty housand pesos (P50,000.00) for small-scale commercial fishing:
b}  One hundred thousand pesos (P100,000.00) for medium-scale commercial fishing;

€)  Two hundred thousand pesos (P200,000.00) for, !ama-smle ‘commaercial ﬁthing Upon
conviclion by a court of law, the offended, shall b by pmmmlﬁ!
(6) months to two (2) years and a fine equivalent ln twice the administrative fine, ln(i
confiscation of catch and gear.

B)  Deployment of FADs in Excess of 40 as pr:wided in Section 11 hereof shall be penalized with |
administrative fine of Php 50,000.00 per excess FAD and confiscation of the excess FAD;

7)  Unauthotized transfer of access right or ' of vessel as provided under Section 12
hereof shall be penalized with Php 1,000,000.00 at first offense, Php 2,000,000.00 as well as
revacalion of Special Permit for HSF]»SMA at second offense.” 4

Section 14. Soparability Clause. If any secmn or provision ufOntefor pm thereof is declared
unconstitutional or invalid, the other sections or provisions thereof which m-nwllﬂ
continue lo be in full farce afid effect

Section 15. Repealing Clause, All existing administrative order, rules:and lanuhliom which are
inconsistent with the provisions this Order is hereby repealed or modified.

publication in any

Section 16. Effectivity. This Order shall take efiect fifteen (15) days after

of genaral and upon mumormnmmm
Register and shall be deemed coterminous with CMM 2017-01 until 2021 & ]
Issued this.255 day of July 2018 at Quezon City, Metro Manila, Philippines.
EMMAN ﬁ F. PINOL

st o8 somcine }

Secma m‘&.’?‘uﬁmﬂﬂ .
Recorrwennwj Approval e rornans

Enydn O B GONGONA i
Underse:

wm 'of Fisheries, DA
Directos BF.

MT - July 30, 2018
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Atty. Flordeliza C. Vargas-Trinidad é‘?
Director L e
Office of National Administrative Registrar Bt

Rm., 208, Bocobo Hall, University ofthe Philippines-Law Center
Diliman, Quezon City

Dear Atty. Vargas - Trinidad:

On behalf of the Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR), I am hereby filing
three (3) certified photocopies and an electronic copy of Fisheries Administrative
Orders No. 245-4 s. 2018 re: “Regulations and Implementing Guidelines on Group
Tuna Purse Seine Operations in High Seas Pocket Number 1 as a Special
Management Area”. and Fisheries Administrative Order No. 254 - 1 s. 2018 re:
“Regulating and Implementing Guideline on group Handline Fishing Operations
in the High Seas of the WCPFC Convention Area” , which was published on July 30,
2018 in Philippine Star and July 30, 2018 on Manila Times.

Please find the attached amount of P40.00 in cash payment for the filing fee.

Vely truly yours,

AEL V. RAMISCAL
Chief, Capture Fisheries Division





