
MALACA1'lll.NG
MANILA

PRESID8~TIAL DECREE NO. 1599

ESTABLISHING AN EXCLUSIVE ECONm~IC ZONE AND FOR OTHEP. PURPOSES

~mEREAS, an exclusive economic zone extending to a distance of two
hundred nautical miles from the baselines from which the territorial sea
is measured is vital to the economic survival and development of the
Republic of the Philippines;

WHEREAS, such a zone is now a recognized principle of international
law;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, FEP~INAND E. MARCOS, President of the Philippines
by virtue of the powers vested in me by the Constitution, do hereby dec­
ree and order.

SECTION 1. There is hereby established a zone to be known as the
exclusive economic zone of the Philippines. The exclusive economic zone
shall extend to a distance of two hundred nautical miles beyond and from
the baselines from which the territorial sea is measured: Provided, That,
where the outer limits of the zone as thus determined overlap the exclu­
sive economic zone of an adjacent 0; neighboring state the common
boundaries sLall be determined by agreement with the state concerned or
in accordancE with pertinent generally recognized principles of inter-Etional
law on delimitation.

SECTION 2. Without prejudice to the rights of the Republic of the
Philippines over its territorial sea and continental shelf, it shall
have and exercise in the exclusive economic zone eotablished herein the
following:

a. Sovereign rights for the purpose of exploration and
exploitation, conservution and management of the
natural resources, whether living or non-living,
both renewable ~nd or.-renewable, of the sea-bed,
incl.lding the subsoil and the superjacent waters,
and with regard to other activities for the eco­
nomic exploitation and exploration of the resour­
ces of the zone such as the production of energy
fron the water, currents and winds;
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b. Exclusive rights and jurisdiction ~ith respect to the es­
tablishment and utilization of artificial islands, off­
shore te~inals, installations and structures, the preser­
vation on the ~arine environment, including the prevention
and control of pollution, and scientific research;

c. Such other rights as are recognized by international la~

of state practice.

SECTION 3. Except in accordance with the terms of any agreement
entered into ~ith the Republic of the Philippines or of any license
granted by it or under authority by the Republic of the Philippines, no
person shall in relation to the exclusive econ~ic zone:

a. explore or exploit any resources;

b. c3rry out any se2~ch~ excavation or drilling operations;

c. conduct any research;

d. construct, maintain or operate any artificial island, off­
shore terminal, installation or other structure or device; or

e. perform any act or engage in any activity ~hich is contrary
to, or in derogation of the sovereign rights and jurisdic­
tio~ herein provided.

Nothing herein shzll be deemed a prohibition on a citizen of the
Philippines, ~vhether natural or juridical against the performance of any
of the foregoing acts, if allowed under existing la~s.

SECTION 4. Other states shall enjoy in the exclusive economic
zone freedom> ~ith respect to navigation and overflight, the laying of
suboarine cal.Les and pipelines, and other internationally lawful uses of
the sea relaling to navigation and communications.

SECTION S. (a) The President may authorize the appropriate go­
vern~ent off~ce/agency to make and pr~ulgate such rules and regulations
which ~y be deemed proper and necessary for carrying out the purposes
of this Decn e.

(b) An: person who shall violate any provision of this decree or
of any rule <r regulation promulgated hereunder and approved by the Pre­
sident shall ~e subject to a fine which shall not be less than two thou­
sand pesos (t 2,000.00) nor be ~ore than on~ hundred thousand (~lOO,OOO.OO)

pesos or Lrap: :;.sotu!lent r ang ing from six (6) months to ten (10) years, or
both such fil8 and inpri~oili~ent, in the discretion of the court. Vessels
and other eqt~pnent or articles used in connection there~ith shall be sub­
ject to seizL~e and forfeiture.

SECTIm~ 6. This Decree shall take effect thirty (30) days after
publication jn the Official Gazette.

DONE in the City of ~Enila, this 11th day of June in the year of Our
Lord, rrine t eea hundred and seventy-eight.

(S gd . ) FERDINAND E. MARCOS
President of the Philippines

By the Presid~nt:

(Sgd , )
Presider:tiAl l"VO " '1t"; , . o "C'c; ~trmt



ESTABLISaING AN D:CLUSIVE ECONOHIC ZONE
AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA ON
PHILIPPINE P...AP.ITIHE ZONES

(in square nlutical miles)

1. Land area only of the Philippines

2. Total area of RP within baselines
(Land and water)

3. Area of archipelagic waters: (2) - (1)

4. Additional water area assuming 12 mile
breadth of territorial sea:
(Ierritorial waters only)

S. Total area with 12 mile territorial aea
measured from baselines: (4) + (2)

6. Total .area within International Treaty
Limits: (Land + Internal waters +
T~rritorial sea based on treaty limits)

7. Total lrea within exclusive economic zone
li!11i~ mf'~C:ll"ed 200 .",ile~ from baselines

8. Incre~;e in area from territorial sea
(LZ mile limit) limits to EEZ: (7) - (5)

9. Increa1e in Area Territorial sea base on
I~~ernational Treaty Limit: (7) - (6)

1 sq. ~:lUtical Hi1e J:: 3.42 sq. km,

1 sq. -autica1 Mile'" 1.326 sq. statute mile

Source: M:. M. }~nansala

Bu r aau of Coas t and Geodetic Survey
H .n i.s t ry of National Defense
J'.l:le 1979

87,200

257,400

110,200

33,450

290,850

520,700

652,600

361,950

132,100
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MALACANANG
RESIDENCE OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE PHILIPPINES

r-iANILA

PRESIDENTIAL DECREE No. 1.596

DECLARING CERTAIN AREA. PART OF THE PHILIPPINE TERRITORY AND
PROVIDING FOR THEIR GOVERNMENT AND ADMINI&TRATION

WHEREAS, by reason of their proximity, the cluster of islands
and islets in the South China Sea situated within the following:

KALAYAAN ISLAND GROUP

From"a point (on the Philippine Treaty~Limits) at
l~titucle 7°40: North and longitude 116-00 East of
Greenwich, thence due West along the parallel of
7°40' N to its intersection with the meridian of
lorigitude 112°10' E, thence, due north along the
meridian of 112°10' E to its intersection with the

. 0.
'parallel of 9 00' N, thence northeast ward to the
intersection ~f the parallel of 12°00' N with the
meridian of longitude 114°30' E, thence, due East

o
along the parallel of 12 10 N to its intersection
with meridian of 118°00' E, thence, due South along
the meridian of longitude 118°00' E to its inter­
section with the parallel of 10°00' N, thence, South­
westwards to the point at beginning at 7°40' N,
latitude and 116°00' E longitude.

are vital to the security and economic survival of the Philippines;

WHEREAS, much of the above area is part of the continental
margin of the Philippine archipelago;

WHEREAS, these areas do not legally belong to any state or
nation but F by reason of history, indispensable need, and effective
~~~~~=ti~~ and co~~ro~ established in accordance with international
law, such ar-eas must now be deemed to belong and subject to the
sovereignty of the Philippines;

WHEREAS, while other states have laid claims to some of these
areas, their claims have lapsed by abandonment and can not prevail
over that of the Philippines on legal, historical, and equitable
grounds.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, FERDINAND E. MARCOS, Pres,ident of the
Philippines, by virtue of the powers in me vested by the Constitution,
do hereby decree as follows:

SECTION 1. The area within the following boundaries:

KALAYAAN ISLAND CROUP

From a point (on the Philippine Treaty Limits)· at
latitude 7°40' North and longitude 116000' East of
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Greenwich, thence due West along the parallel of
7°40' N to its intersection with the meridian of
longitude 112°10' E, thence due north along the
meridian of 112°10' E to its intersection with the

°parallel of 9 00' N, thence northeastward to the
intersection of the parallel of 12°00' N with the
meridian of longitude 114°30' E, thence, due East
along the parallel of 12°00' N to its intersection
with the meridian of 118°00' E, thence, due south
along the meridian of longitude ~18000' E to Lts
intersection with the parallel of 10°00' N, thence
Southwestwards to the point of beginning at 7°40'
N, latitude and 116°00' E longitude;

including the sea-bed, sub-soil, continental margin and air space
shall belong and be subject to the sovereignty of the Philippines.
Such area is hereby constituted as a distinct and separate muni-

SEC. 2. Pending the election of its regular officials and
during the pe~iod of emergency declared in Proclamation No. 1081,
and unless earlier provided by law, the administration and govern­
ment of the area shall be v~sted in the Secretary of National Defense
or in such officers of the Civil government or the Armed Forces of the
Philippines as the President may designate.

SEC. 3. This Decree shall take effect imrned{ately.

DONE in the City of Manila, this 11th day of June, in the year
of Our Lord, nineteen hundred and seventy-eight.

(SGD) FERDINAND Eo MARCOS
President

Republic of the Philippines

By the P~esident:

(SGD) JACOBO C. CLAVE
Presidential Executive Assistant


