Republic of the Philippines
Ministry of Natural Resources
Piliman, Quezon City

FISHEPIES: AIftCINIf.''I'RAT]’.VI:‘.)
ORIER NO. 146 19383-12-08
Series of 1983. )

SUBJECT: FUL.ES AND REG ULAC['ICNQ (D‘ER NIIG THE

Pursuant to Sections 4 and 7 of Presidential Tecree Wo. 704, other-
wise lmowm as the '"Fisheries Decree of 1575, and the provisions of
Batas Pambansa Blg. 325, the following rules and repulations governing
the gathering and farming of seaweeds -are hereby nromulpated:

SECTION I. Definition of terms mnd phrases. - For purposes of
this Order, the following terms and phreses as used herein shall mean
as follows:

a) Seavreds - All marine "1er used 2s_food or producing,
derivatives such as agar, agrums, algin, carrageenin,
or other extracts of economic or commercial value, such
as but mot limited to gulaman dagat (tagalog) ., 1ato
(Visayan), gozo (Visayan), =nd gamet (Ilocano).

b) Seawced farming or culturing - The cultivation of any.
seaweed 1n autnorized specified areas by ¢ arty method with
appropriate intensive ‘care for production in commercial
quantities.

c) Seaweed farm lot - An authorized specified area for the
farring or culture of seaweeds.

d) Semeed farmer - fny person, natural or juridical, en-
gaged 1In the farming or culture of seaweeds.

@) Seaweed actusl patherer - Any matural person taking or
gathering seaweeds from the natural or wild growth in
areas othu: then semveed farm lots.

f) fctual seaweed gathering - The taking or removing of any
seaweea from the natural or wild growth in areas other
than seaweed farm lots.
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g) Scientific, research, and/or educational purposes - Sea-
weed gathering or farcung shall be deemed for sciemtific,
research, and/or educational purposes whenever, to the
exclusion of gain, its purpose is the study of or experi-
mentation with seaweeds.

h) Permit to gather - Permi€ issued to a seaweed actual ga-
therer for the taking or gathering of seaweeds from the
natural or wild growth in areas designated by the Director
as seaweed restricted area.

i) License to culture - License issued for seaweed farming
or culture with 2 definite area of coverage.

j) Gratuitous permit - Permit issued to gather seaweed in
areas desipnated b7 the Director as seaweed restricted
areas or to cultur: seaweeds for scientific, research,
and/or cducatiomal purposes.

k) Seawced restricted area - Aseaveed resource area so de-
sipnated by the Director where free gathering of seaweeds
is prohibited.

1) Director - The Diroctor of Fisheries and Aquatic Resour-
ces.

m) Minister - The Minister of Natural Resources.

SEC. 2. Gathering and’or culture of seaweeds. - No person, part-
nership, essociation, corpo-ation, or cooperative shall gather seaweed
in areas designated by the lirector as seaweed restricted areas and
seaweed farm lots or cultur: seaweed in any public water area in the
Philippines without any of the following pernmits or license issued by
the Director:

a) Permit to Gather
b) License to Culture
c) Gratuitous Permit.

SEC. 3. Vho are entitld to gather end/or culture sesweeds. -

a) Citizens of the Philippines;

b) Partnerships, associations, or corporation duly regis-
tered in accordance vith law and at least sixty (607)
percentum of the authorized capital stock of which be-
longs to citizens of -he Philippines;

c) Cooperatives duly repistered in accordmce with law.
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1.

SEC. 5.
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" Pestrictions on seaweed farming or culture. -

Size of seaweed fomm lot -

a)

b)

For individual - lot more than an aggrec*—xtu maximum

area of 1 ha., provided that only one license shall

be issued to a fanily, either to the husbmd or-the
wife, unless they are living separately and inde-
Dendent:ly from each other, mnd provided further that
ary member of the family and living independently,
nay also apply for a2 license.

For '>artn<>r°h_t, associations, corporations, or coope-
rntlves - Yot more than an agpreeatz maximm area of

Jhms .

The provisions of the preceding paragraphs-(a) end
(b) notwithstanding, the Minister may, upon the re-
camendation of the  Direéctor, increase or-decrease
the arca that ray be granted for reason of public
interest, taking into consideration (1) the finan-
cial canaCJ.ty and/or qualification of the applicant;
(2) the socio-vconomic importance of the project
or industry for vhich the area is applied and (3)
the- e:uatence of turérous ‘applications for permit
and/or license in the place where th¢ area applied
for is located.

Establlélnmt of scaweed farm lot - Mo sessreed famm lot shall
be established within a distance of sixty (60) meters from
aother nor shall they be so. established as to obstxuct free

navigation.

Restrictions on secaweed gathering. - No person shall gather,

take, or remowe seaweed fror any fanmm Iot area covered by an existing
license to culture except thz licensee thereof, nor shall any person
pather, take or rawwe semvesd from any seaweed restricted area without
a permit to gathér or.a grativtous permit. issued by the Director.

SEC.

a)
- b
o)
d)

Licepse fee to cultwre

€. Fees. - The following fees shall be collected when applicable:
tpplication fec to gather - B 2.00
- Spplication fee to culture - £20.00
Permit fee to gather - B 2.00

B50.00 per 10,000 squere
meters or fraction thereof.
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SEC. 7. Cbligations of seavecd gatherers, when apvlicatle. -

a) Record of seaweed gathered under the permit -

A permittee shall:sulmit to the Director a monthly
statement of seaweeds gathered on a prescribed. form;

b) A permit to gather shall be carried at all times and
shall be presented upon demand by any inspecting
fishery officer.

SEC. 8. Ctlipations o- semxed fammer-licensee -

a) The seaweed farrer-licensee shall comply with all pertinent
existing laws, rulus and repulations, and those which
may ‘hereinafter be promulgated;

b) He shall: assune responsibility ‘for any and all acts
of his agents, empioyees, or laborers in the estab-
lishment, manageme. .t or operation of the seaweed farm
lots;

¢) Aholder of licens: to culture. seasceds shall keep a
bool:..or ‘books to--rzcord all kinds. of seaweed.” cultured
and harvested frorm the farm lot under license; indi-
cating therein the date of planting,”the kind, ‘quan-
tity, date of hervest and the capital irvested. The
book or books shall be numbered ¢nnsecutively and
shall be. subJect t> inspection and verification' by

the Director or-hi: duly authorized representative.
The farmxr-license: shall also submit a monthly state-
ment of all seaweer’s cultured and harvested to the
Director in a prescribed fomm.

d) When applicable in. the event of foreclosure, the
rortgagee-bank shail have a parind of five (5) years
thereafter to hold the area coverad, by the license
for the purpose of liquidating the mortgage debt,
dlspnsmc of the im:rovements. therein, and nepotia-
ting for the transf:r or assictment of the: rights
therein to other qu:lified transferces or assignens
wo shall camply wit’y the requirements of this Order.

SEC. 9. Duzation of tlx license. -£ license tc culture seaweeds
in any public water area of t:2 Philippincs: 1ssued by the “irector shall
be for a pariod mot exceeding ten (l") years subj et to renmal a
pemit to gather shall be for ~ period of one (1) year subiect to re-
newal; and a gratuitous permit shall be for a perisd of snc {8) months
subject to renevml.
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SEC. 10. Grownds, for rejection of -application, . suspension or car-
cellation of -aratidtous pennit,. permlt L0 FAther .and, license, to culture

1. #n application to gather and/or culture seawweds shall be
rejected under. the.- £olloving grounds:

a). Giving.false.statemerts.in the applications;

b)  Unsuitability =nd non-nvailability of the area
applied for.

2. £ gratuitous permit, .2 permit to*c;acher, md/or: license
Am@lm rearReds:, s‘-all be - suspengled” and/or camcelled
on the following grounds

a) Mon-use of the license to culture within one (1)
year from the date of issuance;

b) WViolatiom of existing fishery laws, rules and re-
culations and the terms and oondltmns of the
pexrmit;

3. The Director may at any time reduce or alter the:area-co-
vered by the license to culture or change or mndify the
terms and conditions of the license or permit, or the same
may be made to expire at an‘earlier date when public
interest so require or for justifiable yrounds or reasons,
amg, which are the violations.of . the conditions of the
license or permit and pertinent:rules -snd:repulations.

4. My or all fixed irprovements of the farm lot shall be
removed by the licensee therefrom within sixty (60) days
from the datc of cancellation or texmination of the
license.

SEC. 11. Penol Provision. - Any violation of this Order shall
subject the offender to a fine of from five hundred (B500.00) pesos
to five thousand (85,000.00) pesos, or imprisonment from six (6)
months to four (4) years, or both such fine and jrprisooment, in the
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discretion of ‘the fourt: Provided, That the Director is hereby. empo-
wered to impose upon the offender an administrative fine of ot more
than five thousand (®5,000.00) pescs or to cancel his permit or license,
when applicable.

SEC. 13. Rege;’_l.im Clause, - All existing administrative orders,
rules and regulafions e DAYLS - cof which are inconsistent with the
provigione of this Arder are he:eby T<paalad or amended accordingly

SEC. 14, Effet:civibf This Order shall take .cffoct fifteen (15)
days after its an in the Official Gazette and/or in two
(2) nespapers of general cireulation and the increase in the applica-
tion fee shnall take effeet fifteen (15) days after its. last publication
in two (2) newspapers of general circulation for two (2) consecutive
WQGI\S

(SGD.) TECDORC Q. PERA
Minister
Ministry of Watiwral Pesources

RECQMENDED BY:

(SGN.) FFLI¥X. R GCONZAIES
Mirector
Bureau of Tisheries and
Hquatic Resources



