





“(g) Delineation refers to the actual ground
survey of the boundaries of protected areas and their
buffer zones and management and management
zones using the global positioning system (GPS) or
other applicable survey instruments and technologies,
with the intention of producing a map of the area;

“(h) Demarcation refers to the establishment of
the boundaries of protected areas and their buffer
zones using visible markers, monuments, buoys in
case of marine areas, and known natural features
and landmarks, among others, as a result of the
actual ground delineation;

“G) Ecosystem goods and seruvices refer to the
multitude of material and nonmaterial provisions and
benefits from healthy ecosystems necessary for
human sustenance, well-being, and survival
including support processes, provisioning and
environment regulating services, and cultural
resource preservation services;

“G) Endemic species vefer to the species or
subspecies of flora and fauna which are naturally
occurring and found within specific areas in the
country;

“(k) Exotic species refer to the species or
subspecies of flora and fauna which do not naturally
occur within the protected area at present or in
historical time;

“0) Exploration refers to the act of searching
or prospecting for mineral resources, as defined by
law, by geological, geochemical or geophysical
surveys, remote sensing, test pitting, trenching,
drilling, shaft sinking, tunneling or any other
means, for the purpose of determining the existence,
extent, quantity, and quality of resources in an area,
and the feasibility of utilizing these resources for
profit;

“(m) Gear refers to any instrument or device
and its accessories utilized in taking, catching,
gathering, killing, hunting, destroying, disturbing,
removing, or possessing resources within the
protected area;

“(n) Genetically modified organism (GMO)
refers to any living organism that possesses a novel
combination of genetic material through the use of
modern biotechnology;

“(o) Hunting refers to the killing or catching
of wild fauna for food and recreational purposes, with
the use of weapons such as guns, bow and arrow,
spears, traps and snares, and the like;

“(p) Indigenous Cultural Community (ICC)/
Indigenous People (IP) refers to a group of people
sharing common bonds of language, customs,
traditions, and other distinctive cultural traits, and
who have, since time immemorial occupied, possessed
and utilized a territory;

“(q) Integrated Protected Area Fund (IPAF)
refers to the special account established for the
purpose of financing projects of the NIPAS and
individual protected areas;

“(r) Invasive alien species refer to species
introduced deliberately or unintentionally outside
their natural habitats where they have the ability
to establish themselves, invade, outcompete native
species, and take over the new environment;

“(s) Kaingin refers to the slash-and-burn
cultivation of vegetated land in a protected area,
whether occupied or not, shifting and permanent
with little or no provision to prevent soil erosion;

“(t) Multiple-use zone refers to the area where
settlement, traditional and sustainable land use
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including agriculture, agroforestry, extraction
activities, and income generating or livelihood
activities may be allowed to the extent prescribed in
the protected area management plan;

“(u) National Integrated Protected Areas
System (NIPAS) refers to the classification and
administration of all designated protected areas to
maintain essential ecological processes and life-support
systems, to preserve genetic diversity, to ensure
sustainable use of resources found therein, and to
maintain their natural conditions to the greatest
extent possible;

“(v) National park refers to the lands of the
public domain classified as such in the Constitution
which include all areas under the NIPAS pursuant
to this Act, primarily designated for the conservation
of native plants and animals, their associated
habitats and cultural diversity;

“(w) Natural biotic area refers to an area set
aside to allow the way of life of societies living in
harmony with the environment to adapt to modern
technology at their pace;

“(x) Natural monument refers to a relatively
small area focused on the protection of small features
to protect or preserve nationally significant natural
features on account of their special interest or unigue
characteristics;

“(y) Natural park refers to a relatively large
area not materially altered by human activity where
extractive resource uses are not allowed and is
maintained to protect outstanding natural and scenic
areas of national or international significance for
scientific, educational, and recreational use;

“(z) Occupying refers to a continuous stay of
individuals or groups within a protected area,

whether residing or engaging in the cultivation of
land or fishing for more than twenty-four (24) hours:

“(aa) Poaching refers to gathering, collecting, or
possessing products or natural resources from the
protected area by any individual person, corporation
or entity whether local or foreign; in the case of
marine protected areas, operating any foreign fishing
vessels by any person, corporation, or entity without
a permait;

“(bb) Protected area refers to identified portions
of land and/or water set aside by reason of their
uruque physical and biological significance, managed
to enhance biological diversity and protected against
destructive human exploitation;

“(ce) Protected area occupants refer to persons
who are residing, utilizing, and cultivating areas
within the protected area. These include private
owners, [Ps, tenured migrants and informal settlers;

“(dd) Protected Area Retained Income Account
refers to the trust fund maintained by any protected
area and administered by the respective Protected
Area Management Boards (PAMB) created pursuant
to this Act representing the seventy-five percent
(75%) of revenues generated from the protected area
to support ite operation and management;

“(ee) Protected landscapes and/or seascapes
refer to areas of national significance which are
characterized by the harmonious interaction of man
and land and water while providing opportunities for
public enjoyment through recreation, tourism, and
other economic activities;

“(ff) Protected species refer to plants or animals
declared protected under Philippine laws, rules, and
regulations. These shall include all species listed
under the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora and all


















“(a) Issue a system-wide set of rules and
regulations to implement the provisions of this Act;

“(by Set standards. procedures, and protocols for
the establishment and management of protected
areas and the System, such as, but not himited to,
conduct of study, zoning, review of plans and project
proposals, specifications and types of buildings and
other structures, and installation of uniform markers
and symbols;

“(c) Deputize field officers and other technical
and support personnel;

“(d) Determine a system-wide set of fees and
charges to ensure sustainable financing of protected
areas and the System;

“(e) Impose administrative fines and penalties;

“(fy Report on the status of the Integrated
Protected Area Fund (IPAF), its collection of fees,
and disbursements from the IPAF;

“(g) Designate the appropriate Chairperson of
each PAMB:

“(h) Enter into contracts and/or agreements
with private entities or public agencies as may be
necessary to carry out the objectives of the System;

“(1) Accept in the name of the Philippine
Government and in behalf of NIPAS funds, gifts or
bequests of money for immediate disbursements or
other property in the interest of the NIPAS, its
activities or its services;

“() Call on any agency or instrumentality of
the Government as well as academic institutions,
NGOs and the private sector as may be necessary

to accomplish the objectives and activities of the
System:

“(k) Submit an annual report to the President
of the Republic of the Philippines and to Congress
on the status of protected areas in the country;

“(1) Oversee and set guidelines in the
construction, operation and maintenance of roads,
trails, waterworks, sewerage systems. fire protection,
and sanitation systems and other public utilities
within the protected area;

“(m) Within the limits allowed by existing laws,
rules, and regulations, ensure that settlement areas
inside the protected area shall not be expanded and
that coverage shall only be limited to the original
areal/s occupied by tenured migrants and indigenous
communities; and

“(n) Performi such other functions as may be
directed by the President of the Republic of the
Philippines, and to do such acts as may be
necessary to the accomplishment of the purposes and
objectives of the System.”
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SEC. 9. Section 11 of Republic Act No. 7586 i1s hereby

amended to read as follows:

“SEC. 11. Protected Area Management Board
(PAMB). — Within three (3) months after the
effectivity of this Act, a PAMB shall be created for
each of the protected areas designated as initial
component, established by presidential proclamation,
and declared by law. The Board shall be composed
of the following:

“(a) DENR Regional Director under whose
jurisdiction the protected area is located, as
Chairperson;



“(b) Governor/s of the province/s where the
protected area 1s located or their duly designated
representative/s;

“(c) A Senator of the Republic of the Philippines
who 1s a duly registered resident of the city or
province where the protected area is located or a duly
authorized representative, unless the Senator declines
membership in the PAMB;

“(d) District Representative/s of the Congressional
district/s where the protected area is located or their
duly designated representatives, unless the District
Representative declines membership in the PAMB;

“(e) Mayor/s of the city/cities or municipality/
municipalities where the protected area is located or
their duly designated representative/s;

“(f) Chairperson/s of the barangay/s where the
protected area 1s located:

“(g) Regional Directors of the following
government agencles, namely: the Department of
Agriculture (DA), the National Economic and
Development Authority (NEDA), the Department of
Science and Technology (DOST). the Philippine
National Police (PNP), and the Department of
National Defense (DND);

“(h) Three (3) representatives from either an
NGO or PO, duly accredited both by the DENR and
the provincial government. The NGO or PO
represented should have been in existence for at least
five (5) years and with track record in or related to
protected area management;

“(1) At least one (1) but not more than three
(3) representatives from all the IPs/ICCs present in
the area and recognized by the National Commission
on Indigenous Peoples (NCIP);

“(J) One (1) representative from an academic
institution, preferably from a university or college in
the province where the protected area is located,
with proven track record in or related to the
protected area management; and

“(k) One (1) representative from the private
sector, preferably a resident of the province where
the protected area is located, who is distinguished
in a profession or field of interest relevant to the
protected area management.

“Ex officio members or members of the PAMB
by virtue of their elective or appointive government
positions as specified in the immediately preceding
subparagraphs (a), (b), (c), (d). (e), (), and (g), shall
serve for the duration of their respective terms of
office in their respective elective or appointive
government positions.

“On the other hand, the members of the PAMB
specified under subparagraphs (h), (i), (j), and (k) of
this section shall be appointed by the DENR
Secretary after the conduct of a transparent and fair
selection process. They shall each serve a term of
three (3) years and may be reappointed for another
term.

“The members of the PAMB shall serve without
compensation, except for the actual and necessary
traveling and subsistence expenses incurred in the
performance of their duties, either in thewr attendance
in meetings of the PAMB or in connection with other
official business authorized through a resclution of
the PAMB, subject to existing rules and regulations.
Each member shall have the full capacity and
accountability for decisions binding to the membe1’s
sector.

“The PAMB members duly appointed prior to
the effectivity of this Act shall continue their term
until the expiration of their appointment. Thereafter,









permitted activities in accordance with terms,
conditions, and criteria established by the PAMB:
Provided, That all permits for extraction activities,
including collection for research purposes, shall also
continue to be issued by relevant authorities, subject
to prior clearance from the PAMB, through the
PASU, in accordance with the specific acts to be
covered;

“(j) Collect and/or receive pertinent fees,
charges, donations, and other income for the protected
area: Provided, That such fees, charges, donations,
and other income collected/received shall be reported
regularly to the PAMB and the DENR in accordance
with existing guidelines;

“(k) Prepare and recommend to the PAMB,
approval of the annual work and financial plans of
the protected area based on the management plan;
and

“() Perform such other functions as the PAMB
and the DENR may assign.

“The PAMO may be augmented by the
deputized local environment and natural resources

officers upon the recommendation of the PAMB and
approval of the DENR.”

SEC. 11. Section 12 of Republic Act No. 7586 is hereby

amended to read as follows:

“SEC. 12. Environmental Impact Assessment
(EIA). -~ Considering that protected areas are
environmentally critical areas, the proponent of
development projects and activities with potentially
significant adverse impacts as determined by the
Environmental Management Bureau (EMB), whether
or not these projects or activities are included in the
management plan, shall secure an Environmental
Compliance Certificate (ECC) in accordance with the
Philippine Environment Impact Statement (EIS)

System: Provided, That for development projects and
activities that are not environmentally critical, an
nitial environmental examination (IEE) shall be
undertaken instead of a full-blown EIA. No project
or activity may be undertaken by any project
proponent without prior clearance from the PAMB.
The DENR shall require the submission of the
PAMB clearance, among others, before issuing an
ECC to a project proponent.

“No actual implementation of such activities
shall be allowed without the required ECC under the
Philippine EIA System. Violations of environmental
laws, rules and regulations. including those under
the EIA System, shall be penalized accordingly.”

SEC. 12. Section 13 of Republic Act No. 7586 is hereby

amended to read as follows:

“SEC. 13. Ancestral Domains and Customary
Rights. — Ancestral domains and customary rights
shall be accorded due recognition.

“As part of heritage preservation and pursuant
to the need to conserve biologically significant areas,
the territories and areas occupied and conserved for
and by IPs and communities shall be recognized.
respected, developed. and promoted.

“The ICCs and IPs concerned shall have the
responsibility to govern, maintain, develop, protect,
and conserve such areas, in accordance with their
indigenous knowledge systems and practices and
customary law, with full and effective assistance from
the NCIP, DENR and other concerned government
agencies.

“A  mechanism for coordination and
complementation between the indigenous traditional
leadership and governance structures and the NCIP,
DENR, government agencies, concerned LGUs and
civil soclety organizations shall be created.”



SEC. 13. Section 14 of Republic Act No. 7586 is hereby

amended to read as follows:

“SEC. 14. Energy Resources. — Consistent with
the policies declared in Section 2 hereof. the
exploration for energy resources may be allowed in
protected areas only for the purpose of gathering data
and information and only if such activity is carried
out with the least damage to surrounding areas.

“Surveys for nonrenewable energy projects shall
be conducted only in accordance with a program
approved by the DENR, and the result of such
surveys shall be made available to the public and
submitted to the President who shall make the
appropriate recommendations to Congress. The
development and operation of nonrenewable energy
projects are prohibited in areas categorized as strict
nature reserves and natural parks.

“Renewable energy projects may be allowed
within the protected area by the PAMB with the
concurrence of the DENR Secretary: Provided, That
renewable energy projects, which shall be located
outside the strict protection zones. shall undergo the
EIA as provided by law, and shall adopt reduced
impact technologies so as not to be detrimental to
ecosystem functions, biodiversity, cultural practices
and traditions: Provided, That sufficient bond shall
be remitted by the proponent to the DENR. The
amount of which will be based on damage estimation
upon decommissioning and projected cost of
rehabilitation. It shall be released to the depositor
upon the satisfactory decommissioning of all
equipment, structures and improvements and the
rehabilitation of the site according to the zones and

objectives of the management plan as attested to by
the PAMB.

SEC. 14. Section 15 of Republic Act No. 7586 is hereby

amended to read as follows:

“SEC. 15. Areas Under the Management of Other
Departments and Government Instrumentalities. —
Should there be protected areas. or portions thereof,
under the jurisdiction of government instrumentalities
other than the DENR, such jurisdiction shall remain
m the said department or government instrumentality:
Prouvided, That the DENR shall retain its oversight
function over such protected areas, and the concerned
agency shall provide annual reports on the
management of said areas focusing on the
conservation of the biodiversity therein.”

SEC. 15. Section 16 of Republic Act No. 7586, as amended

“SEC. 16. Integrated Protected Area Fund
(IPAF). — There is hereby established a trust fund
to be known as Integrated Protected Area Fund
(IPAF) for purposes of financing the projects and
sustaining the operation of protected areas and the
System. Income generated from the operation and
management of the protected area shall accrue to the
IPAF. The income shall be derived from fees and
charges from the use of resources and facilities of
protected areas; contributions from industries and
facilities directly benefiting from the protected area:
and such other fees and income derived from the
operation of the protected area.

“The PAMB shall retain seventy-five percent
(75%) of all revenues raised through the above
means, which shall be deposited in the Protected
Area-Retained Income Account (PA-RIA) in any
authorized government depository bank within the
locality: Provided, That disbursements out of such
deposits shall be used solely for the protection,
maintenance, administration, and management of the
protected area and implementation of duly approved
projects of the PAMB.

by Republic Act No. 10629, is hereby further amended to read
as follows:



“Grants, donations, and endowments from
various sources, domestic or foreign, shall be
deposited in full in a special account in the National
Treasury to be used for the purpose specified in the
deeds and instruments covering them.

“Voluntary or legislated payments for ecosystem
goods and services, including fines, penalties, and
compensation for damages from protected area
offenses shall accrue fully to the PA-RIA and shall
be managed by the PAMB.
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The remaining twenty-five percent (25%) of
revenues shall be deposited as a special account in
the Generai Fund in the National Treasury for

purposes of financing the projects of the System.

“The use of the IPAF shall be in accordance
with existing accounting, budgeting, and auditing
rules and regulations: Provided, further, That the
IPAT shall not be used to cover personal services
expenditures.
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“The DENR shall submit to the Department of
Budget and Management (DBM) and the Department
of Finance (DOF) quarterly reports on the financial
and physical accomplishments on the utilization of
the IPAF and other documents as may be required
by the DBM, and shall furnish a copy of the same
to the House Committee on Appropriations and the
Senate Committee on Finance.”

SEC. 16. A new Section 16-A of Republic Act No. 7586,
as amended by Republic Act No. 10629, shall read as follows:

“SEC. 16-A. Tax Exemption. — All grants,
bequests and endowments, donations and
contributions made to the protected area fund to be
used actually. directly, and exclusively by the
protected area, shall be exempted from donor’s tax
and shall be considered as allowable deduction from
the gross income of the donor for the purpose of
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computing the taxable income of the donor in
accordance with the provisions of the National
Internal Revenue Code of 1997, as amended.”

SEC. 17. Section 19 of Republic Act No. 7586 is hereby
amended to read as follows:

“SEC. 19. Special Prosecutors and Retained
Counsel. -~ Within thirty (30) days from the effectivity
of this Act, the Department of Justice (DOJ) shall
appoint special prosecutors to prosecute violations of
laws, rules and regulations in protected areas. The
special prosecutor shall coordinate with the PAMB
and the PASU in the performance of duties and
assist in the fraining of wardens and rangers in
arrest and criminal procedures. The PAMB may
retain the services of counsel to prosecute and assist
in the prosecution of cases under the direct control
and supervision of the regular or special prosecutor.
Said counsel shall also represent and defend the
members of the PAMB, PASU and the staff, or any
DENR-deputized individual and volunteer, against
any legal action arising from the performance of their
powers, functions and responsibilities as provided in
this Act.”
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SEC. 18. Section 20 of Republic Act No. 7586 is hereby

amended to read as follows:

“SEC. 20. Prohibited Acts. — Except as may be
allowed by the nature of their categories and
pursuant to rules and regulations governing the
same, the following acts are prohibited within
protected areas:

“(a) Poaching, killing, destroying, disturbing of
any wildlife including in private lands within the
protected area;

“(b) Hunting, taking, collecting, or possessing
of any wildlife, or by-products derived therefrom.
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mcluding in private lands within the protected area
without the necessary permit. authorization or
exemption: Prouvided, That the PASU as authorized
by the PAMB shall issue a permit, authorization or
exemption only for culling, scientific research, the
exceptions provided under Section 27(a) of Republic
Act No. 9147 (Wildlife Resources, Conservation and
Protection Act) or harvests of nonprotected species in
multiple-use zones by tenured migrants and 1Ps;

“(c) Cutting, gathering, removing or collecting
timber within the protected area including private
lands therein, without the necessary permit,
authorization, certification of planted trees or
exemption such as for culling exotic species; except.
however, when such acts are done in accordance with
the duly recognized practices of the IPs/ICCs for
subsistence purposes;

“(d) Possessing or transporting outside the
protected area any timber, forest products, wildlife.
or by-products derived therefrom which are
ascertained to have been taken from the protected
area other than exotic species, the culling of which
has been authorized under an appropriate permit;

“(e) Using any fishing or harvesting gear and
practices or any of their variations that destroys
coral reefs, seagrass beds or other marine life and
their associated habitats or terrestrial habitat as may
be determined by the DA or the DENR: Provided,
That mere possession of such gears within the
protected areas shall be prima facie evidence of
their use;

“(f) Dumping, throwing, using, or causing to be
dumped into or placed in the protected area of any
toxic chemical, noxious or poisonous substance or
nonbiodegradable material, untreated sewage or
animal waste or products whether in liquid, solid or
gas state, including pesticides and other hazardous
substances as defined under Republic Act No. 6969.

otherwise known as the ‘Toxic Substances and
Hazardous and Nuclear Wastes Control Act of 1990’
detrimental to the protected area. or to the plants
and animals or inhabitants therein;

“(g) Operating any motorized conveyance within
the protected area without permit from the PAMB,
except when the use of such motorized conveyance
18 the only practical means of transportation of
[Ps/ICCs in accessing their ancestral domain/land;

“(h) Altering, removing, destroying or defacing
boundary marks or signs;

“() Engaging in ‘kaingin
causing forest fires inside the p
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*(3) Mutilating, defacing, destroying, excavating,
vandalizing or, in any manner, damaging any
natural formation, religious, spiritual, historical sites,
artifacts and other objects of natural beauty. scenic
value or objects of interest to IPs/ICCs;

“(k) Damaging and leaving roads and trails in
damaged condition;

“(1) Littering or depositing refuse or debris on
the ground or in bodies of water:

“(m) Possessing or using blasting caps or
explosives anywhere within the protected area;

“(n) Occupying or dwelling in any public land
within the protected area without clearance from the
PAMB;

“(0) Constructing, erecting, or maintaining any
kind of structure, fence or enclosure, conducting any
business enterprise within the protected area without
prior clearance from the PAMB and permit from the
DENR, or conducting these activities in a manner
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“Following the protected area occupants survey
required under Section 5(c)(1) hereof. the DENR
Regional Director shall submit to the BMB within
two (2) years from the passage of this Act, the final
list of tenured migrants, which shall be the basis
for tenured migrant recognition and issuance of
tenurial instruments. Within the two (2)-year period,
the DENR Regional Director shall submit
accomplishment report every six (6) months.

“The DENR through the BMB shall issue
guidelines for the determination of the reckoning
period for the recognition of the tenured migrants.”

“SEC. 24. Existing Facilities Within the
Protected Area. — Within sixty (60) days from the
effectivity of this Act, an inventory of all existing
facilities such as roads, buildings and structures,
water systems, transmission lines, communication
facilities, heavy equipment, and irrigation facilities,
among others, within the protected avea shall be

conducted.

“The DENR Regional Director shall submit the
inventory of facilities with corresponding descriptions
and an assessment report containing the appropriate

recommendations to the DENR Secretary through
the BMB.

“The PAMB, with the assistance of the DENR,
may impose conditions for the continuous operation
of a facility found to be detrimental to the protected
area until its eventual relocation. If the conditions
are violated, the owner of the facility shall be made
liable pursuant to Section 21(d) hereof.

“Existing facilities allowed to remain within the
protected area shall be charged a reasonable fee by
the PAMB bhased on existing guidelines. Structures
found within the forty (40)-meter easement shall be
demolished unless proven necessary to protect the

shoreline and mitigate habitat destruction. The
PAMB shall levy a reasonable fee for the use of such
easement for their continued operations. Wharves
shall be kept accessible to the public”

“SEC. 25. Special Uses Within Protected Areas.
— Consistent with Section 2 hereof, special uses may
be allowed within protected areas except in strict
protection zones and strict nature reserves. The
PAMB may recommend the issuance of tenurial
mstrument subject to compliance to KCC and
payment of corresponding user fee equivalent to
five percent (5%) of the zonal value of commercial
land within the nearest barangay or municipality
where the project is located multiplied by the area
of development plus one percent (1%) value of
improvement as premium: Provided, That the
activity shall not be detrimental to ecosystem
functions and biodiversity, and cultural practices and
traditions.

“A sufficient bond shall be remitted by the
proponent to the DENR to be released to the
depository bank in the event of damage by or closure
of the establishment after satisfactory rehabilitation
according to the zones and objectives of the
management plan as attested to by the PAMB.”

“SEC. 26. Local Government Units (LGUs). —
The LGUs within the protected area shall participate
in its management through representation in the
PAMB as provided for in this Act. Said LGUs may
appropriate portions of their share from the annual
internal revenue allotment and other income for use
of the protected area: Provided, That all funds
directly coming from the LGUs shall be exempted
from the twenty-five percent (25%) remittance
requirement for the IPAF under Section 16 hereof.

“The LGUs shall continue to impose and collect
other fees not enumerated under Section 16 hereof
which they have traditionally collected, such as
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of this Act, the DENR chall prepare the IRR of
this Act.”

“SEC. 33. Transitory Prouviston. — In order to
enhance biological diversity and to develop sustainable
livelihood opportunities for tenured migrants, the
DENR shall henceforth cease to issue concessions,
licenses, permits, clearances, comphance documents
or other instruments that allow utilization of
resources within the protected area until the
management plan shall have been put into effect.

“All existing land use and resource use permits
issued for purposes which are authorized within the
protected area shall be reviewed and shall not he
renewed upon their expiration unless consistent with
the management plan and approved by the PAMB.”

SEC. 21. Separability Clause. — If any provision of this
Act is declared unconstitutional or invalid, other parts or
provisions hereof not affected thereby shall continue to be in
full force and effect.

SEC. 22. Repealing Clause. — All laws, decrees,
executive orders, rules and regulations or parts thereof which
are contrary to or inconsistent with this Act are hereby
repealed, amended or modified accordingly.

SEC. 23. Effectivity. — This Act shall take effect fifteen
(15) days after its complete publication m the Official Gazette
or in two (2) newspapers of general circulation.
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