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MESSAGE

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources is
committed to push for people-centered agenda in pursuit of
environmental protection and sustainable development. It
shall continue to institute reforms, and pursue programs and
projects that would truly protect the environment and improve
people's lives,

The formulation of the Wildlife Law Enforcement Action

Plan (WildLEAP) 2018-2028 through a multi-stakeholder

consultation process is one such measure designed to assure

the involvement of all concerned sectors in this gargantuan
task to combat illegal activities against wildlife. Indeed, there is a need to harmonize and
intensify efforts of law enforcement agencies to arrest and hold the violators accountable for
their acts against the voiceless creatures.

With the WildLEAP 2018-2028 guiding fund-sourcing, resource allocation, prioritization of
enforcement activities, and evaluation of impacts of enforcement work in the country, we
would vastly improve our capability to address illegal wildlife trade and protect biodiversity
in the archipelago.

| thank the Biodiversity Management Burcau (BMB) for leading the working group in the
formulation of the WildLEAP 2018-2028.

G\/———_
ROY A. llMATU

Secretary, DENR













FOREWORD

The Philippines, with its many seaports and airports, is a known transshipment and destination
point of wildlife and wildlife by-products for illegal trade. 11, however, is also a staunch
advocate in combatting such trade, including those traded through international crime
syndicates. In 2013, about five tons of seized elephant tusks were destroyed in a widely-
publicized ivory crushing, making the Philippines the first member-country of the Association
of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN), as well as the first non-elephant range state, to take
such a public action.

Illegal Wildlife Trade (IWT) has also been identified as a direct threat to populations of wild
fauna and flora, and has contributed to biodiversity loss in the country. It is in this context that
the Department of Environment and Natural Resources, through the Biodiversity Management
Burcau (DENR-BMB) continucs to institute measures to address IWT and wildlife law
enforcement, consistent with Republic Act 9147, or the Wildlife Resources Conservation and
Protection Act of 2001, and other relevant laws, policies, rules and regulations.

The Wildlife Law Enforcement Action Plan (WildLEAP) 2018-2028 has been formulated,
through a multi-stakeholder consultation process, to fight illegal activities against wildlife,
especially for those species falling under the jurisdiction of thc DENR.

We give due recognition to partner agencies, as well as the various stakeholder groups and
individuals who have shared valuable inputs and actively participated in the development of
the WildLEAP. Now, the more difficult work of implementing identified interventions begins.
Together, let us work to enforce wildlife laws and combat illegal wildlife trade and other
wildlife crimes.
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CWM‘:ENE P. RODRIGUEZ
OIC-Director, Biodiversity Management Bureau, DENR
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