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Legislative Counsel
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INDEPENDENT STATE OF PAPUA NEW GUINEA.
Chapter 205.
Water Resources Regulation 1982
ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS.

1. Applications for permits.
2. Permits.
3. Notice of hearing, etc.
4. Fees for permits.
5. Fees for use, etc., of water.
6. Fees for copy of register, etc.
7. Water quality standards.

Water Resources Regulation 1982

MADE under the Water Resources Act 1982.

Dated 200 .

1. APPLICATIONS FOR PERMITS.
(1) An application for a water use permit—

(a) to take, dam, direct or otherwise use water—shall be in Form 1; and
(b) to discharge water or wastes—shall be in Form 2.

(2) An application for a water investigation permit shall be in Form 3.
2. PERMITS.

(1) A water use permit shall be in Form 4.



(2) A water investigation permit shall be in Form 5.
3. NOTICE OF HEARING, ETC.

(1) A notice of an application and a public hearing under Section 30 of the Act shall be in
Form 6.

(2) A notice of a decision by the Board under Section 31 of the Act shall be in Form 7.
4. FEES FOR PERMITS.
(1) The fee for a permit for a small scheme or project where the volume of-

(a) water to be taken or used; or
(b) wastes to be discharged,

does not exceed 5,000 m3 per year is K10.00.
(2) The fee for a permit for a moderately sized scheme or project where the volume of—

(a) water to be taken or used; or
(b) wastes to be discharged,

exceeds 5,000m3 but does not exceed 50,000,000m3 per year is K100.00.
(3) The fee for a permit for a large scheme or project where the volume of—

(a) water to be taken or used; or
(b) wastes to be discharged,

exceeds 50,000,000m3 per year is K500.00.

(4) The fee for a water investigation permit is K500.00.

5. FEES FOR USE, ETC., OF WATER.

(1) Fees for the use of water are as specified in Schedule 2.

(2) Fees for the discharge of wastes are as specified in Schedule 3.
6. FEES FOR COPY OF REGISTER, ETC.

The fee for a copy of—

(a) entries in the register; or

(b) a summary under Section 30 of the Act; or

(c) entries comprising the data collection under Section 62 of the Act,

shall be K1.00 per page or part of a page.



7. WATER QUALITY STANDARDS.

(1) Subject to this section, the quality standards and other standards for water are in
accordance with Schedule 4.

(2) Any discharges to, or use of, water must not cause a lowering of water quality below the
prescribed standards, subject to the allowance for mixing of wastes with the receiving water.

(3) The portion of the receiving waters that may be allowed for mixing of wastes (the mixing
zone) shall be determined by the Board on a case by case basis with definite limits placed on
the dimensions of the mixing zone depending on the type of wastes being discharged and the
various chemical, physical and biological conditions occurring in the receiving water.

(4) If reliable scientific evidence indicates that the standards are not appropriate for particular
waters or for the uses of those waters, the standards shall be modified by the Board to meet
the requirements pertaining specifically to those waters and the uses of them.

(5) The water quality standards shall be subject to change only when scientific advances
necessitate their modification.

(6) The water quality standards specify, unless stated otherwise, maximum permissible levels
or limits of various substances and parameters unless the natural level is greater.

(7) A discharge into, or use of, water must not increase the level of any substance or
parameter above that prescribed or above the maximum level to be found naturally.

Penalty: A fine not exceeding K5,000.00.
Default penalty: A fine not exceeding K2,000.00.
SCHEDULE 1
PAPUA NEW GUINEA.
Water Resources Act 1982.
Form 1 — Application for Water Use Permit to Take, Dam, Divert or otherwise use water.

Act, Sec. 28(1). Form 1.Reg., Sec. 1(1)(a).



1. Name of applicant:

2, Address:

3. Details of proposal.
Descliptich of walel soulce:
Legal descliptich of land:
Wap vefetence and diagtam:

Drescliptich of lahd invalved—
Maioe of owhel:
Tenure:

Descliption of adjacent land—
Maioe of owhel:
Address:

Flan of stinctoles:

Any other relevant details:
+. Yoluoe of watel 1o be nsed.

Estimate of quantily—
Litres per hont:
Cays per menth:
Wichths per yeal:
Maxi o rate 1h hives pel hool:

Quantily of walel 1o be teluthed 1o walel soulee—
Littes per hont:
Da ys pel manth:
Months per year:
5. Petied for which pelimt is tequi ted:
6. Fee: K

T declabe thal details 1h 1is applicatich abe 1tue ahd coltect 1o 1he best G'Fm_}l
khowledge and belief.

Cated ... ;20 .
[5F grcatzire of A ppeficeml )
Received by |5t gnerture af Direc lor or person
CIOF IS B3 ohs capl ot oltons. )
PAPUA NEW GUINEA.

Water Resources Act 1982.

Form 2 — APPLICATION FOR WATER USE PERMIT TO DISCHARGE WATER OR
WASTES.



Act, Sec. 28(1). Form 2.Reg., Sec. 1(1)(b)

1. Name of applicant:

2. Address:

3. Details of propesal.
W atel soutoe 1o which dischatge 15 1o be imade:
Legal descliptich of land:
Wap veference and diagtam:

Descliption of land inval ved—
Maine of ownet:
Tenure:

Descliplion of adjacent land—
Maioe of ownel:
Address:

4. Voluoe of watel ol wasle 1o be dischatged.
Estimate of quantily—
Litves pel hool:
Cays per mahth:
Wlonths per yeal:
Maxi o rate 10 htres per hoot:
5. Matote of discharge.

Chataclelistics of waste—
Biccheimcal caygen dermand and variation:
pH and vanatich range:
Tewnperaiore and waliatich tange:
Appeatance, colour, soell and vabi alichs:

Cheroical hatore incloding chermicals present and likel y 1o be present:
DMhet velevant delails:

6. Fee: K
Ldeclate that details in 1his applicaticn ave ltue 2hd cottect 1o 1he best of 1oy
khowledge and belief.
Dated 20 .
[5F grcatzire of A ppeficeml )
Received by [5fgrenture of Dirac lor o parson
CAITNOF R B ohr capel ot colfom s )
PAPUA NEW GUINEA.

Water Resources Act 1982.



Form 3 — APPLICATION FOR WATER INVESTIGATION PERMIT.

Act, Sec. 49(1). Form 3.Reg., Sec. 1(2)

1. Mawe of applicant:
2. Address:
3. Details of invesligation.

Legal descliptich of land:

Wap veference and diagtam:

Matore and putpese of investigation:
Opetatich ahd methods:

Proposed stiocloles:

Siles of slioclotes:

Swnple analysis details:

Wells o boves 1o be sonk:

Sites of wells ol boles:

Equi puoent and ioethads for data ahal ysis, ahd ils stotage and rellieval:
Technical tesculces:

Staff and qualifications:

Drescliptich of habitation:

Plans of i nvesligation:

Drutatich of investigatich:

Other velevant details:

T declave thal details 1h 1s applicatich are 1rue and cottect 1o 1he best G'Fm_}l
khowledge and belief.

Dated .. 20 .
[5f grctture of A ppticemt.)

Received by [Sfgrcatzire of Diracker or e o
CAITNOFEZ e B3 o capt it oo s )

PAPUA NEW GUINEA.



Water Resources Act 1982.
Form 4 —- WATER USE PERMIT.

Act, Sec. 40. Form 4.Reg., Sec. 2(1)

Tda.
Ta |ramea of |addras 5.

A permit nnder Section 40 of the Warer Resaurnes Aot is gramed ta you for the pupese of =ubjact
ta the Schedole and the canditio s,

Dated ..., 20 .
Wlinister.
SCHEDULE.
lt=m Ta. Dlexc O ption. Juamtity. Annualchamge. Clate
COHDITIOHS.

1. Term of pemil.

The premit is from ... to ..., and may be mvoked by written notice to the bolder onder Section 45
of the Act, orif adequate me of the water iz notmade, onder Section 46 of the Act.

2. Recordsiobe kepl.

The halder shall keep reco s 8 reaxonsbly requined by the Tlinister, and on mqoest by him =hall
supply information meoded.

The halder shall, if mquired, irstall at his expenss, measuing devices or monitoring equipment
for the purpose of maintaining setisfactory records.

3. Accessbyihe Board.

The halder shall, &t all masonable times, permit access to the Board or & person authorized by it
for the purpose, ta carry out imspections £nd measnEments.

4. Shuclures, ekc.

The design and mai ntenance of wodk wlating to this peemitshell be of the standard described in
the application appmyed by the Board.

5. Transfer of permil.

The halder may transfer this permit to & new owneroraccopier of the property in respect of
wrhich the pecmit iz iszoed =object to witten patice being fo rwarded to the Board within 14 dey=
by the tremsferes.

6. Aciion n ca=seof droughil.

Rights under thiz permitare subject to Fart 1%, of the Act.
7. Special condilions.

8. Annual charges.

Annoal cherges under this permit are



PAPUA NEW GUINEA.
Water Resources Act 1982.
Form 5— WATER INVESTIGATION PERMIT.

Act, Sec. 49(1). Form 5.Reg.. Sec. 2(2).



MNo. ...

To: (nemaz)  of [owfe'ress).
A petimi ohdet Seclich 49 of the Woter Ressurces Act is glanled 1o yoo fol the polpose
of subject 1o 1he Schedule and 1he conditicns.

Dated ..., 20 .
Criveciot.
SCHEDULE.
Tiewm MNa. Desciiplich of area of investi gatioh. Date.
CONDITIONS.

1. Term of permit.
The petmlis fiouwo ... 1o ..., ahd oy be revoked by wiitlen hotlice 1o you ohdel Sectich
33 of the Act.

2. Reconds to be kept.

The heldet shall, withih 1w mmonths of the expily ol tevecatich of this petimt, fotnish 1o
the Citeclol a tepold of the i ivestigation with delails of infolimatioh collected.

PAPUA NEW GUINEA.

Water Resources Act 1982.

Form 6 — NOTICE OF APPLICATIONS AND PUBLIC HEARING.



Act, Sec. 30(2). Form 6.Reg., Sec. 3(1).

The following applicatichs 1o ose walel have beeh made 1o the Walel Rescoloes Boa td
uhder 1the Woter Reasouras Acr.
Muoe | Orgamzatio Matore of Locatioh and giid | Quantiy | Apphcatich
h. applicatich. vef. . o,

Details of applications and Repoll counpiled by the Boald abe available for
cramnatich and mmay be copied oh teqoest 1o the Chainoan, ¥ater Besoutoes Board.

Public hearing.

A poblic heating in tespect of the applications will be held at (poce) oh [efome )at
[z ). Allintetested pelschs abe ihvited 1o attend.

PAPUA NEW GUINEA.

Water Resources Act 1982.



Form 7— NOTICE OF DECISION OF BOARD.

Act, Sec. 31(1). Form 7.Reg., Sec. 3(2).

The Walel Resouloes Boald has cohsideted the fol lowing applicatiohs ahd has made a
decisicn 1o lecormunend the grantrefusal* of the pelimil.
Maioe | Oganizaticn Matore of Location and giid | Quantity | A pplicatich
. application. refelence. . T,

A petsoh may, within 28 days of publicatioh of this hotice, appeal against the decisioh.
Details of the walel use pelimits and theil tethirs and cenditiohs ave av ailable for
crumnatich and mmay be copied oh tequest 1o the Chaitoan, ¥alet Besoutoes Board.

* Blnke ool whichevet is inapplicable.

SCHEDULE 2 - IFEES FOR THE USE OF WATER.


http://www.paclii.org/pg/legis/consol_act/wrr1982288/#fn1#fn1

Basic charge—K0.001/m3/year
FORMULA
Annual charge = volume taken x basic charge x use factor

(K/year) (m3/year) (K/m3/year/)

Item Water Use Use |Minimum
Factor | Annual
Charge
K
1. Public distribution and water supply 0 100
2. Industrial activities within plant re-use of 0.8 00
water (must re-use at least 50% of water)
3. Industrial activities with no re-use of water 0 |00
4. Sprinkler irrigation 0.3 00
5. Trickle irrigation 0.1 |00
6. Flow irrigation (border, dyke or flooding) 0.5 100
7. Non-consumptive use (hydro, dam, water 0.1 00

wheels, etc.)

SCHEDULE 3 — FEES FOR DISCHARGE OF WASTES.
Act, Sec 65(g).Reg., Sec 5 (2).
Sch. 3.1. Sewage.
Basic charge—K0.05/m3/year.
FORMULA:
Annual charge = 0.05 x volume x treatment factor.

(K/year) (K/m3) (m3/year)

Type of Sewage Treatment Treatment
Factor

1. No treatment-this includes sewage that is screened and 0
macerated

2. Primary treatment (screened and settled) providing the 0.6
retention time in sedimentation tank is at least 45
minutes

3. Secondary treatment (trickling filters, activated sludge, 0.3

oxidation ponds or lagoons), providing sewage
loadings do not exceed manufacturers



recommendations

4. Tertiary treatment (all forms of advanced sewage 0.01
treatment)

Sch. 3.2.Industrial Wastes.

Basic charge K0.34/kg biochemical oxygen demand (5 day)/year. These include—
(a) agricultural and horticultural wastes; and

(h) meat processing and packaging industry wastes; and

(c) wastes of a similar kind, consisting predominantly of organic wastes that contain
substantial numbers of bacteria and viruses pathogenic to man.

Sch. 3.3.Industrial Wastes.

Basic charge K0.25/kg biochemical oxygen demand (5 day)/year. These include—
(a) agricultural and horticultural wastes associated with—

(1) coffee; and

(i1) oil palm; and

(ii1) cocoa; and

(iv) sugar,

industries; and

(b) food processing wastes, consisting predominantly of organic wastes that are free of
bacteria and viruses pathogenic to man.

SCHEDULE 4 — QUALITY STANDARDS FOR WATER.
Act, Sec., 66(j).Reg., Sec. 7

All values in g/m3 unless otherwise specified.

TABLE 1.
Parameters. Fresh water. Sea water.
Ammonia-nitrogen Dependent on pH and

temperature

(See accompanying Table 2.)
Arsenic 0.05 0.05
Barium 1.0 1.0
Boron 1.0 2.0
Cadmium 0.01 0.001
Chlorine (total residual) 0.005 at pH6 0.005

Chromium (as hexavalent form) 0.05 0.01



Colour

Cobalt

Copper

Cyanide (as HCN)
Faecal coliform bacteria
Fats

Fluoride

Grease

Insoluble residues

Iron (in solution)

Lead

Manganese (in solution)
Mercury

Nickel

Nitrate (as NO3- + NO2-)
Odour

Oil

Oxygen

Pesticides

pH

Phenols

Potassium
Radioactivity
Selenium

Silver

Sulphate (as SO42-)
Sulphide (HS-)
Tars

Taste

Temperature

Tin

Toxicants, miscellaneous
Turbidity

Zinc

No alteration to natural

colouration

Limit of detectability

1.0 0.03
0.005 0.01
(See Note 1.)

None None
1.5 1.5
none None

No insoluble residues or sludge
formation to occur

1.0 1.0

0.005 0.004

0.5 2.0

0.0002 0.0002

1.0 1.0

45.0 45.0

No alteration to natural odour

None None

Not less than 6.0  Not less than
5.0

None None

No alteration to natural pH

0.002 0.002
5.0 450
None None
0.01 0.01
0.05 0.05
400.0 —
0.002 0.002
None None

No alteration to natural taste

No alteration greater than (2°C)

0.5 0.5
None None
No alteration greater than 25
N.T.U.
5.0 5.0



TABLE 2.&break;Maximum Permitted Concentrations of Ammonia-nitrogen.

Temperature. pH value.

°C 7.0 8.0 9.0
55 1 6 0.2
10 10 0 1 0.1
1515 5 0.8 0.09
2020 2 0.5 0.07
2525 6 0.4 0.06
3030 6 0.3 0.05
3535 6 0.2 0.04

Note Faecal Coliform Bacteria Standards.
Based on not fewer than five samples taken over not more than a 30 day period, the median
value of the faecal coliform bacteria content of the waters shall not exceed 200 per 100 ml.

Office of Legislative Counsel, PNG

[(1Schedule 2 replaced by Water Resources (Amendment) Regulation 1998 (No 17 of 1998).
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