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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Department of Mineral Resources (DMR) is proud to present the 2016/2020
Environmental Management Plan (EMP) as required by the National Emvironmental
Managemenl Act (NEMA, 1998). The aim of the EMP is o assess how the Depariment's
policies, programmes, plans and decisions are taking inlo accounl environmental
management.

The mandate of the DMR is to promote and regulate the mineral and mining sector to create
economic growth through sustainable and responsible mining. To achieve sustainable and
responsible mining, the Depariment values the sustainable developmenl model, which is a
balanced approach lo economic development, social developmenl and environmental
protection. Pursing the sustainable development model, the Department has established
various struclures internally to astulely administer mining applications and enforce relevani
statulory requiremenis.

In response to environmental protection leg of sustainable development model, the mining
seclor is now adminisiered under the “one environmental management system”, which
commenced on the 8of December 2014. The system seeks to slreamline licensing
processes for mining, environmental authorisations and water use. Under this regime, the
mining sector implemants NEMA and listed aclivities and thus enhancing the mining
environmental governance. Moreover, the Department has planned several initiatives in the
next coming years aimed at ensuring and improving mine environmental managemenl
practices. This includes, amongst others, development of strategies. increasing human
resources capacily and skills development.

To demonstrate commilment lo mine environmental management governance, the
Department will develop annual reports as required by NEMA. The annual reports will provide
progress on implementation of the sel policies, plans and programmes as indicated in the
EMP
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