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Dated the thirty-firstdayofAugust, 2005.

DAVID HOLOSM
Minister of Forestry, Environment andConservation

[Legal Notice No. 84]

TIlE TIMBER (LEVY AND MILL LICENSING) (AMENDMENT)
REGULATIONS 2005

1. Theseregulations maybe cited as the TImber (Levy and MillLicensing)
(Amendment) Regulations 2005.

2. The Timber (Levy and Mill Licensing) Regulations are In these
regulations referred toas the Principal Regulations.
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3.
following:

·'lA.

The Principal Regulations areamendedby inserting after regulation 1 the

In these regulations, unless thecontrary intention appears -

'approved timber rights agreement' means an agreement for the sale of timber
rights incustomary land inaccordance with Form4 intheScheduleto the
Forest Resources and TImber Utilisation (Prescribed Forms) Regulations
signed andapproved in accordance withPart ill of the Act;

'buffer' means anarea referred to in regulation 4B(l);

'codeof logging practice' means thedocument known as
the 'The Revised SolomonIslands Codeof
Logging Practice" dated May 2(X)2 and published
by the Ministry ofForests, EnvironmentandConservation;

'guilly' means a watercourse inwhichwaterflows for less
than6 monthsin a year;

'landing' means an areawhere logsarestoredbefore being
transported to a logpond;
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'I g pond' meansan area that is the main storage area for
storing logsawaiting transport;

'roadline' meansthe total area from forest edgeto forest
edgecomprising the road andcleared area alongside the road;

'stream' means a watercourse in whichwater flows for at least 6 months in a
year,

'whoa boy' meansa waterbaror crossdrain."

ew regulations 4.

following:
The Principal Regulations are amended by inserting after regulation 4 the

'Harv est planning "4A. (1) Thisregulation applies toa person who-

"Areas " here
felling not
permitted

(a) fells 1,000cubic metresof timberor more in a year
tobesupplied for milling to a licensed mill; or

(b) uses extraction machinery for the purposes of operating
a licensed mill.

"(2) Aperson referred to in subsection (1) shall notcommence felling timber
in a year unl he has prepared, in accordance with the code of logging practice,
anannual harvesting planforthe yearand theCommission of ForestResources hasapproved
the plan.

"(3) A person referred to in subsection (1) shall not commence felling
operations in a coupe unless he has prepared, in accordance with the code of logging
practice, a coupe plan for the coupeand theforest officer authorized to do so hasapproved
the coupeplan.

"(4) Aperson whocontravenes this regulation commits an offence.

Penalty: $100or imprisonment for 3 months.

"48. (1) Subject to subregulation (2), a person who fells timber to be
supplied formilling to a licensed mill shall notallow timberhe fells to fall inside, any of the
following areas:



(a) a State Forest or a Forest Reserve;

(b) areas that have ecological or scientific importance, including outer reef
and lagoon islands, swamps, wetlands and mangroves vital for the
protection of important marineresources;

(c) areas which are 400 meters above sea level unless approved by the
Commissionerof Forest Resources;

(d) areas within 30 meters froma tambu area;

(e) areaswithin 30 meters from a garden of an owner of the land;

(f) areaswithin 100 meters from a village;

(g) subjectto paragraph (h), areaswithin 100 meters fromthe ocean, a lagoon
ora lake;

(h) areaswithin 50 meters froma log pond; .

(i) areaswhere there isa landslip, including the areawhere the soil that
slipped lies;

(j) areas within 50 meters from the bed of a stream that is 10 meters or
more wide;

(k) areaswithin 25 meters from the bedof a stream that is less than 10
meters wide;

(l) areas within 10meters froma guilly;

(m) in any other area identified by the owneror owners of theland in the
approved timber rights agreement as an area where they do not
want felling to occur.

"(2) A person may fell timber to be supplied for milling toa licensed millin a
buffer if he has the approval to do so of the Commissioner of Forest Resources or a forest
officer authorized to give approval by the Commissionerof Forest Resources.

"(3) A person whocontravenes this regulation commits an offence.



Penalty:
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$100 or imprisonment for 3 months.

'Roods "4C. (1) A person who fellstimberto be supplied formilling toa licensed
mill shall construct roads ina mannerthatcomplies withthefollowing:

(a) the survey linealongwhicha road shall be constructed shallbe marked
out inaccordance with the following guidelines;

(i) thecleared edge of the roadshallbe located at least40meters
from theedge of a buffer;

(ii) the road shallnot passover a buffer;

(iii) there shall be as few watercourse crossings as possible;

(iv) the roadshall be located on highground;

(v) the survey lineshall avoidsideslopes that need side cutting
or benching and balance cut and fill;

(b) the maximum area that shallbe clearedfora roadline is40 meters;

(c) a road shall be constructed with adequate drainage to avoid erosion,
including by using the following drainage systems to prevent water
running onto the roadand drain wateroff theroad;

(i) tableor V drains;

(ii) drain turnouts;

(iii) cross fall fromthe centerof the road to the edge of the road;

(iv) culverts formovingwateracross the road;

(d) drainsshall beconstructed so that-

(i) they do not run directly intowatercourses or
onto landings;

(ii) they run onto forested areas; and

(iii) wherepossible, they runonto flat areas;

(e) the road surface shall be compacted withrollers, trucks and
any otherheavyequipment that is available.



"(2) A person whocontravenes thisregulation commits an offence.

Penalty: $100 or imprisonment for 3 months.

" Landings "4D. (1) Aperson who fellstimbertobesupplied formilling toa licensed
millshallconstruct landings in a mannerthat complies with the following:

(a) the cleared edgeof a landing shallbelocatedat least 40 meters from the
edge of a buffer,

(b) a landing shallnot be constructed in a buffer;

(c) a landing shallre located on highground;

(d) a landingshallbeslopedor constructed withadequate drainage to avoid
erosionso that the waterruns intoforested areasor ontoa road;

(e) the surface of a landing shall becompacted withrollers, trucks and any
otherheavy equipment that is available;

(0 the maximumsizefora landing is40 meters by 40 meters;

(g) a lUldsire landingsmJl be rreasnedfran Irereed edge itisccntiguous to;

(h) the maximumareathat shall re cleared for a landing is 1,600 square
meters and fora roadside landing 80 meters wideby30 meters long;

(i) thereshall not be morethan 5 landingsconstructed foreach 100 hectares
of forested landsubject to thelicence.

"(2) When a person who fells timberto besupplied for milling to a licensed
mill willno longer usea landing he mustdo thefollowing:

(a) removefromthe landing and adjacent forested land any excessbark or
waste;

(b) rip the surface of the landing to a depthof at least 60 centimeters;

(c) after ripping thesurface in accordance withparagraph (b), return topsoil
removedduring construction of the landing and spread evenlyacrossthe
ripped surface of the landing;

(d) ensurethat the landing is effectively drained;

(e) replant thewholeor partof it as required by the forest officer whoinspects
the landing.
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Penalty:

"4E. (1)
mill shall not-

$100or imprisonmentfor 3 months.

Aperson whofellstimberto besuppliedfor millingto a licensed
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(a) fell timber in a buffer;

(b) allow timber felled outside a buffer to fall inside the buffer;

(c) subject to paragraph (d),operate skiddingmachinery within a buffer;

(d) skid timber within a buffer unlessusing a temporary crossingwithin the
buffer thatcomplieswith regulation 4F;or

(e) conduct anyoperations 'Within a buffer on the request of theowner of the
land unless approved by the Commissioner of Forest Resources or a
forest officer authorized togiveapproval by the Commissionerof Forest
Resources.

"(2) Aperson whocontravenes thisregulation commits an offence.

Penalty: $100or imprisonment for3 months.

"4F. (1) Aperson whofells timber tobesupplied for milling toa licensed
mill shall notconstruct or usea temporary cross unless ithas,before theperson commences
felling thetimber,been identified ona coupeharvesting planandmarked outon theground.

"(2) Aperson whofells timbertobesupplied formilling toa licensed mill shall
construct a temporary crossing ina manner that complieswith thefollowing:

(a) temporary crossingsshallbe located in the tlattest location possible;

(b) temporary crossings shouldbeconstructed with logs or piped logs;

(c) temporal), crossings that areconstructed with logs shall notbecovered
withsoil;

"(3) When a temporary crossing thatis constructedwithlogs is no longer being
used, the licensee shall remove the logs.

"(4) A person whocontravenesthis regulation commits an offence.

Penalty: $100or imprisonment for3 months.

ikili d ing "4G. (I) Aper.;on who fe lls timber to besupplied for milling toa licensed
mill shallcarryout skidding operations ina manner thatcomplies with the following:
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(B) readingblades shall notbeused asskid blades in forested areas;

(c) subject toparagraph (d),a skid track shall be 5.5 meters or lesswide;

(d) if sidecutting is required. the area disturbed by the skidder shallbe not
more than7 meterswide;

(e) the skidder shall travel backand forth on thesame skidtrack;

(t) if skidding on a slopethat is lessthan 12 degrees, the skidding mustbe
done withthe bladeraised;

(g) if skidding on a slopethat is 12degrees or more, theskid blademay be
used but itsuse should be kept toa minimum

"(2) When a person whofells timberto be supplied for milling to a licensed
millhasfinished using a skidtrackhe must-

(a) if the skidtrackis ona slopethatis lessthan 10degrees, construct at least
one whoaboyevery40 meters alongthe skidtrack; or

(b) if the skidtrackis on a slopthat is 10 degreesor more, construct at least
one whoaboyevery20 meters alongthe skid track.

"(3) In addition tocomplying withsubregulation (2), the person shallconstruct
a whoaboy where there is anychangein slopealongthe skid track.

"(4) A Personwhocontravenes thisregulation commits an offence.

Penalty: $100or imprisonment for3 months,

"A oiding "40. (1) A person whofeIls timberto besupplied tor milling toa licensed
wastin g timber mill shall conduct his felling operations in a mannerthat maximizes log value and avoids

wastage of timber, including by -

(a) directionally felling trees to minimise crown and truckbreakage;

(b) directionally felling treesso they are in position for easyskidding;

(c) directionally felling treesinto the same gap to minimise canopy opening;

(d) keeping stumps as lowas possible;

(e) ensuring logends arecut straight, not at an angle;

(t) trimming side branches and buttresses; and
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"(2) A person whocontravenes this regulation commits an offence.

Penalty: $100 or imprisonment for3 months

"41. ( I) A person whofells timbertobesupplied for milling toa licensed
mill shall not conduct his felling operations in weather conditions that increase the risk of
personal injuryoccurring and the levelofdamage to soil, water and forest resources to more
than the usual risk or level of damage expected for well planned harvest operntions.

" (2) Examples of weather conditions whenoperations shall ceasearewhen -

(a) the windstrengthprevents accurate directional falling of timber,

(b) the groundbecomestoo slippery forchainsaw operators to move easily
andquickly;

(c) water flows along any length of a skidtrack;

(d) water lies on the surface ofa landing; and

(e) a truck is not able to move along a roadwithout theassistance ofother
machines.

(3) A person who contravenes this regulation commitsanoffence.

Penalty: $100 orimprisonment for 3 months

"4J. (1) When a person whofells timberto be supplied for milling to a
licensedmill completes his operations in a logpondhe must do the following:

(a) remove fromthe log pondandadjacent forested land any excess bark or
waste;

(b) rip the surface of thelog pond toa depth of at least60centimeters;

(c) after ripping the surface inaccordance with paragraph (b), return topsoil
removedduringconstruction of the logpond andspread evenly across the
ripped surface of the log pond;

(d) ensurethat the log pond iseffectivelydrained;

(e) replant the whole or part of the log pondas required by the forest officer
who inspects the landing.

"(2) A person whocontravenes this regulation commits an offence.
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5. The Second Schedule to the Principal Regulations is amended by
omitting "(Where theLicensee isnotauthorized to fell trees)" and substituting "(Where the
licenseeis not authorized to fell trees by a licence issued undersection 5 of the Act)".

6. The ThirdSchedule to thePrincipal Regulations is amended by omitting
"(Where theLicensee is notauthorized to fell trees)" andsubstituting "(Where theLicensee
isnotauthorized to fell treesbya licence issued under section 5 of theAct)".




