Syrian Arab Republic
Ministry of Agriculture and Agrarian Reform

Plant Protection Directorate

Legistation no. 21/T

Minister of Agriculture and Agrarian Reform

Based upon the regulations of the Basic Law for State
Employees No. 1 of 1985,

and based upon the regulations of Law No. 237 of
1960 organizing the activities of agricultural
quarantine,

and based upon Legislative Decree No. 2590 of 1986,
and basced upon the regolations of Decision No. 105/T
of 1987 including the tasks of the Plant Protection
Dircctorate,

and based upon the proposal of the Plant Protection
Directorate,

and upon the prerequisites of the public interest,

The following has been decided:

Article 1:

Definitions:  The following expressions in the

application of this legislation, are defined as follows

The Country: The Syrian Arab Republic

The Ministry: The Ministry of Agriculture and
Agrarian Reform

The Minister: The Minister of Agriculture and

Agrarian Reform
The Consignment: The agricultural consignment

imported or exported or transited via one or several
means of transport under one customs declaration.

The Pest: Every organism or any stage in its life cycle
causing damage to plants or their parts or living or
dead products, such as “insects”, fungus, bacteria,
viruses, “paraviruse”, akaros/halam (spider mites),
nematodes, rodents, protozoa, and other insects.

The Plant: Any type of plant or. its parts dead or alive,
wet or dry.

Plant Products: Any material produced from plant
origin including materials prepared synthetically in
such a way that they cannot be protected from one of
the various agricultural pests

The Disease: Any discased state resulting from
mfestation by one ol the above mentioned  pests or
what causes them.

The Infestation: The presence of the pest.
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Article 2
‘a. The agricultural consignment imported into the
country will be refused entry if it is infested by one of
the pests stipulated in Tables | and 2 which are
attached to this Decision.

b. If the khabra insect is present, alive or dead.

c. If the agricultural consignment imported into the
country is infested with one of the pests stipulated in
Table 3 it will be allowed entry into the country in
accordance with the following:

- If the infestation ratio does not exceed the ratios
identified
cultivation and cited in Table 3.

- 1 the mtestation does not exceeed one living insect or
one of its living stapes per cach kilogram of the grain
and the ratio of the infestation does not exceed one
percent for the rest of the agricultural consignment
prepared for manufacturing or consumption (excluding
tTour).

- If the infestation does not exceed two percent if the
consignment consists of vegetables or fresh fruit.

- The insect-infested consignment within the above
mentioned rations is subject to a process of
sterilization for extermination of the infesting pest
allowing its use under the supervision of

prior to
Quarantine excluding vegetables and

Agricultural
fresh fruit.
- Flour imported for consumption is subject to the

following rations:

Flour

- A consignment of imported flour will be allowed
entry i the ration of living insect infestation or mites
(halam) or various stages (egg -larva -pupa - adult)
does not exceed in its entirety. 15 living insects per 50
kilograms (the weight of each sack) and is subject to
sterilisation and extermination of the infesting insects.

- If the percentage exceeds 15 living insects and 5 dead
insects or any of their stages in one sack (50
kilograms) then the consignment is refused.

- Exempted from these rations are imported
consignments, such as seeds, for the State according to
specilic agricultural health conditions prepared with
the  knowledge the Ministry and subject to all
applicable inspections.

- The wnporter should bear all costs resulting from
(ransport and sterilization of the consignment on behalf

ol the reqguesting, party.
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- 1f the consignment appears infected with a pest not
listed in the attached Tables 1, 2 or 3 the final decision
on introduction or rejection will be within the purview
of the Technical Committee mentioned In Article 3 of
this Decision in accordance with the importance and
sertousness of the infestation.

Article 3

a. A permanent technical committee for agricultural
quarantine is formed, presided over by a deputy
minister and members of the following:

- Director of Agricultural Scientific Research

- Dircctor of Agricultural Affairs

- Dircctor of Plant Protection

- Head of the Plant Protection Research Department

- Head ol the Agricultural Quarantine Department

- Iead of the Control Department

The Committee  will make use of the expertise of

concern specialists.

B. The task of the Committee is to handle the

provisional states and the problematic cases in
interpretation of regulations and tables of agricultural
quarantine and cases, which are not directly
interpretable.

Article 4

The  Documents accompanying the imported

agricultural consignments should be as follows:

a. A certificate of origin issued by official institutions
in the country of origin and authorized accordingly.

b. an agricultural health certificate issued by an official
institution in the country of origin and compatible with
the international model adopted in the Rome Treaty for
Plant Protection of 1951 and its amendments and
should be authorised by that institution in addition to
being authorised by the Syrian mission in the country
of origin or by its representatives in implementing the
regulations of Article 1 of Legislative Decree No. 49
of 1977 and its amendments.

- The certificate should mention that the consignment
is free of viral diseases, if it is intended for cultivation
and free of the pests identified in the import license.

The certificate will be rejected if it is written more
than 15 days belore shipment.
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- A copy ol the original certificate produced within the

country will not be accepted unless the statement
According to the Original is issued by the same
institution, which issues the document.
- In case of difficulty or delay in obtaining the original
certificate it will be possible to accept the second copy
of the original certificate or a copy in accordance with
the certificate of origin if it is authorised by an official
institution which issued it and by the Syrian mission or
its representatives in the country of origin.

Article S
No exemptions or exceptions from provision of the
documents will apply 1o any infested agricultural

consignment.

Article 6

The prerequisite for the imported, transited, or
exported consignments and the resulting procedures
and treatments are defined as follows:

Firstly: imported consignments

a. Each agricultural consignment should be

accompanied by a certificate of origin and a health
certificate  from  relevant  official authorities in the

country of origin testifying that it is free of pests and
harmful diseases.

b. Agricultural consignments not intended for
multiplication or cultivation are exempt from provision
of a health certificate if in the possession of travelers
on condition that its weight does not exceed 20
kilograms of vegetables and fruits if coming from
(contiguous) neighboring countries, and they should be
presented to agricultural quarantine for verification of
its. health. Certificates from other origins will not be
exempted.

¢. Material imported into the country exceeding 20
kilograms will not be allowed entry, mentioned in
Paragraph B in Item One from Atticle 6, unless it is
accompanied by the necessary documents for the
imported agricultural consignment.

d. All agricultural products processed in a manner that
renders it no longer a plant or a part of a plant or one
of its products, and protects it through roasting,
cooking, or preservation in brine or sulfuric solution,
are  cxenipted from provision of the agricultural health

certificale.
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¢. The importing or conveying parties or their
representatives  must  provide the  Agricultural
“Quarantine Bureau, within 36 hours of arrival of the
agricultural consignment, with a declaration authorized
by them regarding this consignment including all the
details in terms of its kind, class, quantity, trade mark
and its other specifications, The Agricultural
Quarantine staff retain the right to examine the
consignment immediately upon its arrival and decide
upon the necessary procedures, even if the importer
does not so request.

f. All the consignments in need of sterilization should
be sterilized at once.

g. Consignments refused entry into the country should
be re-exported by their importer within five days of
notification. In this case, all the measures which
prevent refease into the country are taken within the
above mentioned period and the consignment is
destroyed, unless it is  re-exported within the
predetermined period, based upon the recommendation
of the Plant Protection Directorate. If there is any
danger of infection of the plants by the presence of the
refused consignment, the Minister has the right to
order its expulsion before the termination of the
predetermined period, otherwise it will be destroyed.
The parties concerned will be informed of these
actions.

h._The introduced agricultural consignments.

The following procedures are followed:

1. Consignments cleared at t rrival

a. The Agricultural Quarantine staff will inspect the
introduced agricultural consignment at the first point
ol arrival, and if it is found to be free of pests it will be
allowed entry into the country. Its documents will be
withdrawn and recorded as an introduced consignment
if there is no need for laboratory analysis.

b. If the consignment requires laboratory examination,
the quarantine staff at the point of entry will take
random samples and send them to the laboratory. The
consignment will not be released unti} the results of the
analysis appear and certify that it is free from any

infestation.

2. Procedures for consignments accompanied to
mternal customs centers are as follows:

o o Lt e ABLN 50 sl Slend puas o
O Aelo B 5 Caa P paiiall (2l ) 5l saall Cisl
QY sl s o Lgda basina Liby Zget )3l Gl Y1 J geay
LS Lgiinmy e 33 Cum n g Tualdl) Jpoalil e ey
oot a) mad iy pasy Llial pe 1y 3 el LilSNe
PO B PRPE S EU R DRV - PR PIPRSP § V1 W RV

- gpand callay las ) sl ey

Aosh onekaill la ek 8 Al Clllu Y1 jads ~

* A b aesd sl kil LY L psa i 3 cslil ) -

P PG VRS JUWE I WO EQEI LI i T WA
PP I W Y L_U_mc_uu‘\.hn&“ uUaancu.).\ﬁszﬂ XY
o— ol 13 Al Yt il Js;n EH mtdx)kﬂ\qau
’D.}A“b.}e.])i)‘,“L‘)AJ:\.\A\JJ.\.;A._I(S‘.A‘OJ.\M“’BM.“(%\A_»M
O Bl L5l DU A il Bl Y el e ey 34
3 L1 5 pm Yy sanadll sadll eledil Jad Yt 21 el

ety At Slgall S

Bl el )5l Gl Y =

3l o) a Yl 343

gl diie 8 Lalis 5 s Al il Y1 =Y

Adia g b IPPIS RS Al YV e sl g a1

i gy 2l ol saall sualic 08 x4l o 53 g0n

Dy Ll ot ity Sl 1 il L) s i 32

rgowa pand (2 Uad Y LS dla 1y 5005 Al S
sralie ap b o d pasd ) g liad ALY calS 1y -

o Lty 4l gl 431 putie e Ganay JSal 138 3l

anil L pels 3m V) Al YD o ks Vg ikl i

Al sl g (5 naall

B A el A8 jan Al Y Vel i 5 pa A il Y1 Y




4. In accordance with the above mentioned Paragraph
A, the Agricultural Quarantine staff will inspect the
consignment at the first arrival point and will write on
the transfer statement Inspected and attached
accompanying certificates withdrawn and registered
as an introduced consignment. In this case, it will not
be again registered at the Agricultural Quarantine
Center to which it is transferred and in which it will be
cleared in order to avoid duplication. But its staff will
complete the necessary procedures for its release.

b. If the consignment requires laboratory inspection or
examination, the above mentioned Paragraph B will be
applied and on the dispatching letter the name of the center
in which the clearance will be done will be recorded in
oeder that the results ol the laboratory examination are sent
to in onder fo save time and ensure good and systematic
processing of the work. The consignment will not be
released until the results of the laboratory analysis appear
and certify that it is free from any infestation,

Parcels:

It is exclusively permitted for official and scientific
parties, upon prior approval from the Ministry, to
import agricultural consignments by parcel, on
condition that they will be subject to examination by
Agricultural Quarantine according to practice.

Secondly: Transited Consignments:

Cross the country to another country or are discharged
at ports, airports, and customs centers on the borders
for re-export or for storage in free zones.

Transited consignments are handled as follows:

a. They arc exempt from prior licensing and
agricultural certificates and  inspections or
examinations '

b. Contrary to the above mentioned paragraph A, the
following rules should be adhered to:

1. When transited consignments are discharged at one
of the border customs centers, they will be examined.
If they are found to be infested by a pest prohibited
from entering the country they will be permitted to
leave the country immediately on a means of transport
sealed after all necessary precautions for prevention of
pest release during the crossing.

2. If the transited consignment is discharged in a free
zone within the country, the quarantine staff must
cxamine it before discharging it, and if he finds a
prohibited infestation the consignment should be
immediately expelled from the country. In all cases the
necessary mcasures should be taken  to prohibit pest
release from the transited consignments.
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3. It is strictly prohibited to open or discharge transited
consignments during transit of the country, except in
the presence of Agricultural Quarantine staff and the
transited means of transport should cross the country
as quickly as possible and within the predetermined
period.

4. The Quarantine staff of the first point of arrival must
indicate the statement and register them and advise the
exit point of these goods.

Thirdly, exported consignments

a. Those wishing to export an agricultural consignment
must submit an application on a specified form to the
concerned  Agricultural  Quarantine
condition that a scparatc  application for each
commodily be submitted. One  application is enough
for the consignment including  more than one
commodity if all commoditics arc intended for one
destination and the addressee is one person.
Agricultural  consignments  not  intended for
multiplication and not t exceeding 20 kilograms in
weight are exempt {rom submission of an application
provided that they are t inspected by the relevant staff
member of the Quarantine Authority prior to shipment.
b. Each consignment licensed for export will be issued
an agricultural health certificate according to the
model adopted by the International Agreement on
Plant Protection of 1951 and its amendments, taking
into consideration the specific provisions required by
agricultural quarantine regulations applied in the
importing country. The interval between issuance of
the certificate and export of the goods should not
exceed two weeks. Otherwise the analysis procedures
will be annulled and a new certificate for export of the
consignment obtained.

c. If the exporter desires to change the destination of
the consignment he must notify the concerned
Agricultural Quarantine Center within an adequate
period of time prior to shipping in order to
complement the procedures requested by the new
importing country and provide the necessary
agricultural health certificate.

Article 7

t is prohibited to introduce date palms or its parts
dither transplants or seedlings or dates, pits, palm
ibbers,  or  palm  branches  stripped of leaves
introduced or transited from Maghreb countries or
wdjacent countrics, or from any country known to be
nlected with "Bayoud”  discase caused by the fungus

Cusarinm oxysporum.
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Article 8

it is prohibited to introduce the following:

a. soil

b. live agricultural pests in any stage

c. residues of plant materials consumed on airplanes,
ships, trains and others

d. Bacterial, fungal or micro-organic cultures harmful

to plants.
e. natural organic tertilizers.
{ the agricultural  consignment intended for

cultivation, if mixed with soil or other prohibited
matenals difficult to separate.

g. license  lor  importing  prohibited material is
prohibited except for specialized scientific institutions
on the condition that prior approval from the Ministry
is obtained and the guidelines are adhered to.

a. It is absolutely prohibited to introduce soil and
organic fertilizers either in the form of shipment or
around the roots or in any state excluding the samples
and specimens introduced for analysis and muscums or
laboratories, provided that prior approval from the
Ministry is obtained, ensuring that it be free from
agricultural pests according to a formal document
issued in the country of origin, excluding organic
fertilizers (compost), provided it is proved they are
free or agricultural pests.

b. Introducing seed samples, live insects, micro-
organisms, or the like, intended for biological control
and other useful applications is subject to prior
approval by the Ministry based upon the suggestion of
the Specialized Technical Committee.

Article 10

The cost of all procedures undertaken relative to this
law and its executive legislations are to be paid by the
concerned person.

The Quarantine Department is not responsible for the
procedures whether implemented at the request of the
concerned party or whether carried out by the
concerned department for the sake of public safety.

General Rules

Article 11

Penaltics and fines stipulated in Law No, 237 of 1960
and its excentive legislations are applied to those who
contravene the provisions of this legislation
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Article 12

All the provisions of other Decisions contradicting this
Decision arc annulled

Article 13

This Decision is published and those responsible for its
implementation are hereby informed.

Damascus, 12/8/1991

Minister of Agriculture and Agrarian Reform

Mohamed Ghbash
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