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A _NGA GOVERNMENT GAZETTE SUPPLEMENT
ke EXTRAORDINARY

= WEDBNESDAY 20th BECEMBLR 4 1uus,
55 i it
PLANT QJUARANTINE ACT ¢ BT . .
{Sectinn 3 . !

PLANT QUARANTINE REGULATIONS 1995 { Y ;“
i ; '

IN E\LR( ISE of the powers conferred by seciran 3 of the Plant Quarantmv : .
Act. ACap, 1273, the Minister of Agricultere amd Forestry, with the consent:’ : g

ol '!hv Privy Councll, smkes he Jofluwing Regalations:-

hese Repulations may be cited as the Plant Quarantiie Rvytﬁnlim:?;-? - i
PART 1 - INVERPRETATION "

At aneans the Plant Quasantine Act (Cap 1271

"hapgage™ means any poods hrowhpl infe the conntiy by o passeaper .
: : B ¥y b .
cooaprtving by sea or by wir from overseas: J

Meultere™ means a growth of an organivn for e pupose o
"L experHRcHL of propagation eipociaiy on bibondory medis (eultune moediy; 1

“dunnage” means timber, usenlly of low grade. waed in stowspe
Lof poeds in conveysnces such as vessels of corgu contaloers:

Mportof cotry” means the desipnated tocation throngh which plane,
-plant material and other repulated goods may enter the country From
L overseas;

Ueowls” peans sny moveable propenys '

Minspection' means examination of plans, phant nrieriad or goods
“including soil By an Inspeetor of & specialist oftfcer of the Ministry
- ol Agrieulure and Forestry for the purpose of dulecting peais. Soch
CUtspection may involve removal of plants, planl material, goods o
sofl or a sunple of them o a graramtine station or rbogalory wiwre
Trpecial facitities are available:

awner” means the person responsible for plants, plant puaeri, - '1
ki pests, goods or soil, of the persen o whom they wre L‘mzsigm'('l w
" ar by whom they are being exported of e person in chinge of the” |
tonveyance in which they are being camicd or have been carrjed:

“plants in fissue enlture” meuns planis in a clear asepric medium ’ -
in n closed tzansparent container:

Yjrurantine ares” means any land where a specified pest is foond
tapether with speeilicd adjuining land declaed by the Minisier
e o guurantine ares for o prescibed periad of mme



sl
"quarantine pest’ means o pest of potential o lonal econeonic
importance to Tonga and nol yel present or preser: but not wid -ty
aistributed and being active!y conteolicd:

“timber" means logs. poles, dennage, branchwone. firewowd, kink
and abll wood, which has been split. hewn sawn of dressed o
otherwise manufactured and including prefabricalce huilding vints,
shakes, shingles wnd wouden cases of boacs,

PART I1 - General Reguiremenis
Ports of ¥nlry

3 No plants, plane material or ather regolated article may Te imposted e
Fongo cxeept e aceondance with section 23 of the Act.

Inspection of Plands or Non-Plant Materiil

& 11y Al plants. plant material suil or any poads, the cndey of whivk
e epinion of an Inspector presents arisk of intreducing a pld pest o Ton; -
“ehall be subjeel 1o fnspection by an bnspector and 1o eoament for Che
prevention of enizy of plant pests ar to desuction or re-ex porlation to the
oty of origin as the case may he

(20 Al restmems will be ot the sk ot the imporir ar his agea
Requircerents af all Persons Enfering Tonga

5. Every person amiving from overseas shall he reguiced o nake 2
declaration in & form preseribed by Netice of the Minister.

Ueclaration hy Persons Tatenducing Plants or Plamt Material

8. No preson may intrshee i Totipa any plads. plant ruterial or ot
poads the subject of these Repudations onless he proviions of (wese
Regulations have been duly complicd with and shall comple ¢ a deeliration
“on Forme 1ol the Firse Schedule.

Availubility of Ducumenis

10 An Inspector niy regiest that shipping docwinents [or plants, plant
Anaierial or peods arriving in Tonga on any conveyanee be mnde availal e
“for inspection [or any purpose under the Act or Regulatiors.

Placement in Quaruntine

B. Where an lnspeetor is not satisficd that ihe imperied plant |, plant maerial

or poods are free of plant pests, shall advise. where appropriale, the importer,
the Collectar of Custons, the Sewietary [or Marine and Ports o0 the Postmastor
that the plants, plant maderial v goods are to be held under quarantine and
“nol released 1o the impotter untit an Inspector is smisfied th plant pest has
Teers eliminated.

Treatment

9. (1) Where imponed plants, plani material or goods have been held umier
quarantine, an Inspecior may order any ucatment he considvgs apptoprisie,
At 1he importer's expense.
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Simuhl Be ewner of impories fa:l iy
[u, hlh[*(ti(n’ shad | nrdu th.si the goods he desttoyed.

tehense of Pt Muterial or Goods

!1_:|;n, lhe importer, the € uﬂuinr of Costeans, ilw Sun,hu) {ur '\i.u n

""I’t'n'iq o1 he t’u\tmu*mr o e oo the Fad %imln!c. thal i

S owner may e regtired by an Inspector w provide {or o neect
sof tremsport, wnpacking, securiy, slorage and reatownt inchiomg
and sorting. ’

Seiare and Destruction

i}

an hspecnn where the declured value of the i sied
voods does it exeeed S2H),

by ahe Ddrector in ol other cases.
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sp af of Plants, Plant \I*m'rmi ar Gootls (':;rr_ving or Believed to
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Inspection and Treatment for- Conveyances Arriving from Oversers

t4. (1} Immcdiately on the amivel of any conveyance {om an uver: cas
country, the conveyance together with its contents, cargo #+d baggage may
be inspecied and ordered for treatment by an Inspector. No pessen shall caser
the conveyance of remove anything from the conveyance widiout the aoth.: ity
of e Inspecicr unti! the inspection is completed.

(2). On completion of such inspection of a conveyan-e, the Inspe lor
shalfl fill in Form 5 of the First Schedule.

(3) The Inspecior may order apy treatment that he corsiders necess.uy,

(4) On completion of alt actions under this regulation, Use Inspector s.afl
complete a clearance certificate on Ferm 6 of the First Sehedule.

Any Plants, Plant Materisl or Goods may be Orderod Back inie
Quarantine:

15. (1) An Inspector may examine planis, plant malerial o gondq thet hove
been released from guarantine.

(2) When alter any examination. under the preceding s :h-regulation the
tuspecior considers the plants, plant maieral or poods may he harbourispy a
plant pest. hc may order them back inlo ywarantine f{or tralment.

Appreved Places for Quarantine
16. (1} The following places are established as quarantin: stations -
{a} Qucen Salotc Wharf, Nuku‘alofa
(b} Hidacvaly Wharf, Neiafu, Vava'u
(c) Pangai Wharf, Lifuka Island, Ha'apai
{d} Pasivulangi Wharl, Nivatoputapy
{c} Fuatu Wharl, Niuafo'ou
{f) Fua'amow Airport, Tongatspu
(g) Lupepau‘u Airporl, Vava'u
(h) Pilolevu Airport, Ha'apaj
(i) Mata'aho Airport, Nivaloputapu
() Lavinia Airport, Nivafo'on
(k) Post Office, Nuku'alofa, Tongaiapu
() Post Oilice at Neiafu, Vava'u
(m) Post Office, Ninatoputapu
(ri} MAF Research Furin, Vaing
(@} MAF Research Farm, Vava'u
{p) MAF Compound, Ha'apai
(1) MAF Compound, Niuafo'ou




&3
~ A2Y The Minister-may prescibe by Notice any place as an upproved
place for quarantine witlh such limiations as he considers necessary.

Applications for Permits to Import

A7, Q) Applications for peemits to tmpon p]am‘e\,‘ plant matcrial or goods
the subjeet of these Regulations shall be on Form 7 of the First Schedute
ard shall include:

¢a) full name, residential address and postal address of tie
importer, '

¢) name and addicss of exporiet or supphier of plants, pliat
mutcrial or poods,

() quantity and namc {bolanical nmne if known) of o
materiat proposed o be imported,

{d) mude of transport, port of enlry and approximate daie of
arrival

2) Any permit that is issued moy include guaranting requirements.
3} Pemits 1o wnport shall he ¢a Form § of the First Schedule,
. Pawers of Director

F '-jfl. In addition 1o apy powers under the Act or Reguiations -

A (a) the Thirector may in wriling delegaie specific powe:s
designatcd 0 the Act and these Regulations to nominated
persons within the Ministry of Agricolture and Forestry and
these deegations will remain cffcctive until revoked in
wriling,

(b} the Director shall recommend 10 the Minister appropriaie
conditions for the entry of plants, plant meaterial eud
Eonds,

Plants, Plant Materiaf, Plant Pests or Goods in Fransit under
Safeguord

, 18 Any plams, plant material, plant pesis or goods in transit through the
purL of eatry in Tonga to anuiher conniry shall remain wnder the control of
. eramme untif re-shipped. They wilt be subject o such permits, procodures

“alid weatments as the Dircctor may order.

Syt

Post-Entry Quarantine

i 20 The Director shall require for all imported live plants, including plants
15 _-m tissue cultures and scedlings in sterile flasks: inspection on amivel; reatmen
1 ) nppropriate; and establishment in post-entry quarantine; or such othe:
eomhlmm as may be determined by the Director, laking due account of the
ns]-:-; of importing plant pests. Imperted plants are {0 remain in post cnkry
q}nranime until the Direcior is satisfied the imporied plants are free of plant
“pesl,

R
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PART I - IMPORTATION OF PLANTS, PLANT MATERIAL,
PESTS, GOOLS INTO TONGA
Importatinn of Plunt Material Capable of Grovih
2, (1) The imporistion of plants or plant materinl which can be propapste d
oiher than seed. may be limited to the smallest quantity of pr‘opz'galing maleris

consistent with good hortidulwral practices and satislaciory ¢: imblishment ¢ f
the introduced plant.

¢2) The importation of live plams or plant material ts srohibited unle: s
i import permil has been oblained in advance of imporiatinn,

(3) All imporied plants and plant material shall be free from soil.

{4) An appraved packing niaterial may be used around the roots of the
plants alter the soil has been removed.  Plants established in ) aswing meds:
exeept in sienile flasks, are prehibiied.

lmportation of Sced

22. (1) The importation of sced is probibiled unless a pennit is oblained
in advance of importation,

(2) Small commercial packels of llower and vegelable secds cxeepn
bazans, tomate amd maize nay be imponed without a penmit at the discretis
of the Minisicr.

(3) Al sced shall be free from i_hjunous extrancous matler and shal
hee subject 1o such conditions as the Dircclor requires.

(4)  With the exception of sceds imported wilhoul a permit upder suh
wpulation (2), all seeds shail be sccompanicd by a phytosani ary cerlifican,
The Tirector may require an official sced analysis repant.

(5} Upon amival, samples of sced may be drawn for ¢: amination ail
if nevessary, in the opinion of an Inspector, reaiment shatl be applicd. Seois
specifically restricted for impotiation are to he diedted & a post-enny
fuarmitine stlion of approved yuwantine location lor growth asd examination
in «uarantine.  For annval erops, only sced produced in qeaiatine shall I
rcleased and only if the Dircctor is satisflied Uit the plans grown feom
iuporied sced are free of any qumantine pest. Perenniat plants establishe )
from sceds that are resiricted for importation for quaranting 1< osons shall I
scheascd if the Birector is satisfied thal the plants arc not infested of infecte-t
wilh 3 guarantine pesl.
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Impartation of Fruits and Vepetahles

23. (1) The imporwtion of fresh’ froit and vegetbles is prihibited unle s
A permit is obtained in advance of imporation.

e S

(2) The Dircctor shall a1 the time of application for a pesmit deterin:
entry stows and any eatment neecssary according to the pest: present in the
exparting country and he risk of esiablishment of Wie pests in Tonga.

el

(3) Frozen, canned or hermetically preserved fewit and « cgetables mry
be imporied without permit at the discrevon of the Ministes
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(4) Dred or candied fuits and vegelables prepared in such & manrer
1w (0 make them unsvitable as pest carmiers and which are not otherw: e
sroliibited may be imported withost permit,

Importation of Timher

<M. -(1) Dinpertation of timber is prohibiled unless a permit is obtained in
sadvance of imponation.

(2} The Inspector may direct treatment for plant pesis or conlamination.

{3} Al second-hund timber shall be treated wnder the direction of the

Importation of Cut Flowers

(2) Subject of relevant provisions of these Repulations any cut Hower
mc!udmg foliage except memhbers of the famitics Orchidaceae aml
" Hcliconiaceae, may be imperted if. on inspeclion at the port of entry, they
arL free from plant pests.

: e . (3) Adry cut flower that can be propagated shall be treated in accordan. ¢
with the dircetions of the Inspeetor.

+ {4) Subject 10 these Repulations and with the cacepion of Mow s
" i_rc[cm-d w0 in sub-regulation (3), any dried flower m:.ludmg foliage may "o
imported if, on inspection at the port of couy, it is free from plant pes s.

: {5) No dricd Nower of a plant producing agricubtural seed or any pl:
5|;u:1fc¢i]|)' prohibited or restricted under thrse Regutations shall be imported,

""-—“' Importation of Plant Material nol Capable of Growlh
: _;‘-_26 Thc cniry of any plant material including such material pama!ly or v.hn!ly
" manufactured, assessed by the Dicctor as a polcnhal camict for a seriois

-~ gxolic pest to egriculture and forestry in Tonga is subject te eary by pemyit
. specifying such conditions as 1the Director may require.

Importation of Soil

7. (1) No person shall import any soil whether by itsclf or with any plant
+“‘material ot as pucking material in any form or edhering lo any poods including
-vehicles and machinery uniess an Inspector is satisfied that the soil will n

" inroduce any pest.

" -{2) Peal and other porling media, if free of contamination by seil, m.y
~ “be admitled subject to inspection and treatment if necessary.

fe : Importation of Non-Plunt Arlicles

2& Non -plant articles contaminated with soil or infested with plant pests
Jeasonably belicved to be infested with plant pcqls are subject 1o such
“meatments as the Inspector shall require.

Importation of Packing Material

98, (1) Packing material shall be sphagnum moss, ‘woodwool, ground cust,
. -charcoal, shredded paper, perlite, foam rubber chips, vegetable libre free frer
" pulp, plastics or other material approved by the Dircctor,

]
.
i
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(2) bmponaiion of hay, siraw, chalf, soit or foresi Kiter js privashited,

(3) No sccond hund or used bags. conwiners, wripping packing
malerials which has boen previously used for the carying of plaut material
inchding seeds or which was manufacterd 10 be used for it PUEpOSE is
lo be used for the import of any kind of goods,

(4) Any imported timber dunnage shall be desiroyed by istineration
unless treated under the direction of Uie Inspector,

Impartation of Handicrafts made from Plunt Materid

0. Handierafts which dy not comtain any material prohibited wader these
Regibitions may ke imported suhject to mspection amt reatment »4 Fequires!
by s lospecior, h

PART IV - SPECIFIC PROBIBITIONS -

. The plant varietics listed in the first colomn of 1he Seeond Siiiedule to
these: Regulations are subject to the specific prolibitions shown in ¢ second
colnnp,

PART ¥ .~ EXPORT HEQUIREMENT

2. (1} An Inspector may issve phytusanitiny centificates based on vIspection
b plants and plarit malerial performed at the request of cxporiers woiere such
a-certificale is @ requirement of the impinting country,

(2) The cenificates me to be Issued only for pianis or planr mateiial
kreviuced in Tonga, or for plants or plant material prodoced in anothe country
aneie the entry of such planis or plant material s accompani*d by g
Phytosanitary centificate issted by the relevant authority of the country of
angm,

{3} The issuc of a phytosanitary ceriilicate shall not release the exporer
[rom eompliance with any impost regatation of the counity 10 wheih v plants
of plant material are consigned,

(Y The phyiosanitary ceriificate used it 10 be based substan ully on
thie Mexlel adopted by the Intermationad Plant Protection Convention - 1951
- &5 amended, and shall be on Form 9 of the First Schedule,

TFreatment of Non-Living Plant Materials for Export

KL 'Y Phytosanitary Cenificate shalt noz be issued for non-kvi-g plant
matenial exeept where the issue of such a ceriificate is a requirement of the
importing countyy.

{2)  AnlInspector may issue a certificate of weatment for any gonus which
have been weaied under his Supervision prior to export.

{(3) The Treatment Certificale shall be on Form 10 of the First § hedule,

FART ¥I - EXPENSES AND FEES FOR PLANT QUARANTINE
AND EXPORT OPERATIONS
N Any Inspeetion, weatment, transpart, re-exportation or destrn. 1jon of
plnts, plant material or goods shall be camied owt at the expense of the
linperter or consignee or the caporter under Part V of the Repulaions,
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{2} H any plnts, plant material or goods are required by these
‘Regnlations 1o be nspeeted, cxamined, treated or held in quarentinr, the

impotier or consipnee and, in the case of Pant V of these Repulatios the
“exporter. shall pay the appropriale fee se1 out in Regulations under th: AcL

PART Y1l - PLANT QUARANTINE FORMS

.85, The forms in the Fisst Schedale are hereby prescribed for the pyvposes
-of these Regulations.

PART VIHl - REPEAL

-’-i'l 36. Part 1 and Schedules 1,1 wnet 111 of the Discases of Plants Regu!ations
“are herchy tepealed.

"""::.'-I\midf‘, fus B4 day of December 1995,

Vaca
Ministes of Apriculture and F rests.




