STRAIGHT SASELINES: TURKEY

The Government of Turkey, on May 15, 1964, promulgated Law No. 476 concerning
the territorial waters of the state. Article 4 provides fo? the construct1on of
straiqht baselines where the national coast is indented or is ?ordered by 1slanqs. The
text of the law, wnich also defines the limits of the ?err1t9r1a1_sea as 5 nautical
miles in the aegean and Mediterranean seas and 12 nautical miles in the Black Sea,

is as follows:
TERRITORIAL YATERS LAY

Law No. 476 Ratification date: 15 May 1964

ARTICLE 1 - Turkish territorial waters constitute an integral part of
the Turkish territory.

().

The width of the Turkish territorial waters is six nautical miles

In tnhe apolication of this present law, the nautical mile equals
1,852 meters.

ARTICLE 2 - Against Stdtes claiming wider territorial waters, the width
of Turkisnh territorial waters is determined on the basis of reciprocity.

ARTICLE 3 - In the case of a State adjoining the territory of Turkey,
and whose distance from the Turkish coast is less than the sum of the widths
of their respective territorial waters, the median- line does constitute
the outer boundary of the Turkish territorial waters, unless otherwise agreed
upon.

ARTICLE 4 - The normal base line from which the width of the territorial
waters is measured, is the lowest ebb Tine extending along the coast.

In indented coasts, or in areas with 1slahds located close to the shore,
the method of the straight base line connecting the foremost points of the
shore and the islands does apply.

ARTICLE 5 - Waters in the coastal side of the base lines; gulfs with
an entrance opening of not more than 24 nautical miles; for gulfs with an
entrance opening of more than 24 nautical miles, the portion located behind
the 24-mile straight base line connecting two opposite shores of the gulf by
leaving the largest body of water on the territorial side; waters situated
in the hither side of the outermost permanent installations forming an
integral part of the port system; roads and outer ports, all are considered
as Turkish internal waters.

ARTICLE 6 « The territorial waters of islands are determined on the
principles mentioned above.

ARTICLE 7 - Base lines used for the measuring of the width of territorial
waters are shown on large-scale charts and released to interested parties.

ARTICLE 8 - In areas contiguous to Turkish territorial waters and
extending up to 12 nautical miles from the base lines used for the
measurement of territorial waters, the territorial waters regime is in
force regarding fishing and exploitation of living resources.

* This distance is twelve nautical miles for the B8lack Sea.
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ARTICLE 9 - The provisions of international treaties, conventions and
agreements to which Turkey is a Contracting Party remain valid.

The clauses of previous laws and regulations who may contradict the
provisions of this present law are hereby void.

ARTICLE 10 - Tnis law enters into force three months after its
promulgation.

ARTICLE 11 - The provisions of this law are enforced by the Cabinet.
20 May 1964

The straight baselines drawn by the Turkish Government are represented on the
small-scale chart Tilrkiye, Xarasulari esas ve DUz Hatlari Haritasi, 8003, T:I,TQO,GOG,
17 May 1965 [Turkish Hydrographic service]. Tne Government of Turkey has not signed
the Geneva Convention on the Territorial Sea and Contiguous Zone.

Analysis and Summary

The coordinate values of the turning points for the straight baselines have not
been published; moreover, the scale of the chart illustrating the lines is too small
to permit an accurate and detailed analysis of the straight baseline segments.

Several points, however, may be noted. No single segment is greater than 24 nautical
miles in length although several are greater than 20 nautical miles. The longest,

a bay closing line for Iskenderun bay, measures approximately 23.5 nautical miles in
length. The bay is a juridical bay. The Turkish straight baseline system, in general
encloses a "deeply indented or cut into" coast rather than one "fringed with islands";
most Aegean islands are under Green sovereignty. In the north, however, the two
principal Turkish islands, Imroz and 3ozca ada, are enclosed within the system.

The straight baseline system appears to contain at least 119 individual segments.
The total length of the system measures approximately 1,150 kilometers or 621 nautical
miles. As stated, the longest baseline measures approximately 23.5 nautical miles.
The average length is approximately 5.2 nautical miles.

0f particular interest, the Straits area is enclosed by the straight baselines.
In fact, the closing line of the eastern end of the Bosphorus is the only seqment in
the Black Sea. Free transit of the Straits is the subject, of course, of the
Montreux Convention of July 20, 1936 (173 LNTS 213,219).



Turkey Straight Baselines

. o o o o ° o
* 22° 23° 24 25 26 27 28 29 30°
L LT (T I Ty T T v T - TP T T T T TP T TTT T o YD S G i il JJ_LLL[,Itd,I}'IiiLf T3 1. LTT lrlj 177171": S e 5 ¢ I%fj'l",i'l;[il T
BT
S & <)
! , N Nos Kabakra
4 N > Shumen w
o Barkoview "o gy
< — 2 [ ® e - .
L . Coe \"“;-j.af.L 0
A4 . Rl
B { L« A R 1 A ‘
| ] NosE !
5 o Karlove o» Emine
: } N ﬁS()fxyn ar '
. ! 9 25 50 v X
" Vrange o ' | . 00 YA
. e N sStara Zagors 1
- - i
I
- P 094
"
i o355 @) Masaie 2Fluvere
\‘M‘ ) 610
oSk v v Gorna Dybumays 00
i \ a3
o .
H \ . L34}
v / i "
| / ey dra. |
. - " 5Smilyan v ta o
H4 A, t 1
N
X . R KEY %
4 2 ! - s 80
1 Pritep AN : ‘”(& p ‘I‘ U Xars Burun®” PN
nd K w0
! \ g CA\PTHRACE , o w O
- sl X £} o
H , %, g, § ey O
B Lty Magiadar g - LT, a 3
H . o, 3 3 ’ W
41 ,’m:‘.yu _ - v % CORY 195 1 2
74 )
Fdhesns ?2 28 13 646 195 Kocweli
o 8 ,)/ wooe 1o 3 - . -
Hgurman 3 : m..o. 2o dncmars SEAOF MARMARA T
) Pakm Burun 5% » x,
t0 bl;: —_2? v > (Box Burun Txnik Gol
. - -
R N Samothrah: <(j - o~ ! S /?ﬂc‘va(‘\uy
- f - 9% Buyukkemiklh B e ., %
v - '\_\ 12 “6
H Athus lrie v v
/ > 10 | ) u.lu .2 N\
H A4y 7’\"‘”‘*0’35[ elagos S
. ney o A — J— . -
“ Limnos '
H Owsa Oros 5 100
'Uau 33 < KasDing
H - sy oo
- “ . _ wir
Tkkate o o L8 0 62 o Edremt
e pon S halkidhtkon | 28 3 g 0
13 Ay Evstratios
[ - Lelagos * aba Burus
1 2 3 0 203 LR o Kotahys
g0 S0 f o Madacas Dag - |
H ~ 2 o - ——
[y N f VORIAI ™ N Lérvos & ~Dmay N !
-~ i 5
1 3 SPORADHRES 182 %‘f 54 h
¢ —~r3us
L — 235 s 108 b o Bergams
o a4
39°[Hekiroe g | 20 G
H oy f%)/ Vsl es o0 or 0 Akhusar
ag~ 2 o4 L Aliaga
A 5 o
o ; LoFogn  gediz 2
5 . < cediZ < o Ugak
- > Prard o) », e " ,:IM";;‘; < T
o &7 . amanlar Dagzl -
M w2 % 4235 Q > Rty
13 a i 17
¥, Khios = | “
2 wg 60 45 zmir N
LW 25 280 ) ', \
M 340 e 15417380 oUden ' ;
(- Akr Kafireos Akr Nasukho t /
" o /
i ; . -
B ~ 3¢
38 J\”” W -, o o Akmcilas /
i .
AT oy Andros P oKngadas
4 PEL()I’ONI\L U‘» :_a o ng\m}
} 85 s 0 wo lkaria e
5
i s Kea ,)?.(1 \10 N A‘?’ 3
I i o lﬂknmn e £ W,
H ” gfron& ‘}, ‘ . HE TR
5, 195 @
H l'umnc
] ‘éfﬁhn o o . 1 "M&’
L} k 50 72@ & 1 ‘,“'
¥ 490 e "'"" 5, O 30 Qh
L gev w.;m FITA
377 ; Sifnos 4 )
30 pprapola 4 o
“2 o LA D ,. ES n® /Amurgo- 36 g
g 30 or 8 /0 WS
" Mflos
sz 2o S " Folagandron . . B3.«.“.1.;. O
Y090 170 227 oe o I)F(ANP SE
s JSM &2 215 hi 150 150 %Tﬂo-
. re
1363 1090 0 227 &% ' Strnag,
2100 Ry, © o1 23. 5 £00 94
9301222 662 Kithira 515 160 kS Khéiki €3
660 ’\"‘25’Ey - L RIS 80 680 " w94
70 240 0 oy e el
s 619 o S, 3‘1 o Kritikon el s
~ N :
2206 mz: 995 it 680 g - - 9 w .
Hit Andummr-\o i g” o : xS
0 hiekplous e ERERL I Rl 285
120 Lo 4h . Kdrpathos /[,
- /12208,y " 5 e etion 1260 RGO 193
1950 . 1590 ¥ \oeo 780 155 1050 &g
2 gm0 AR ¢ 1380 ST BR ;E;Ss ) &
LT 1825 (250" 1740 < Pzl ( 20 653 7 Mi00 nas 5"
1900 jod “&a0 yro 7 s 190 100 1000 e 1100
1780 phit ekp 1500 1826 430 o a6 600 163
1830 1900 ) 4 % » ADG 100 i 1528 1620 A
1996 iy 960 a 1650 -
120 1700 gt 60 500 145C 1400 1760
1799 L . '},JLO 90 . w045 14QC 379 TR -
1807 560 1560 1590 @Koufonin 1361 a20 400 558 a0 124R '
t I 3An N i
*0 20 820 w0 1250 w082 TR ' R ) ‘
i33¢ i21c
o0 1555 BT 243
193 4 \a4d 860 o a5 h
1200 ot W60 1780 1810 HRO g39 450 “ng N +,x\\n
555 o a0 140 e 13 820 1050 gt 7 aee e
1555 o ) 140 7 FLEN < 26,0
- LG 1403 360 1330 w00 gpn &S0 a3 PR 1860 950 ‘3 ec 1320 1 an " ! PN IS
prd 1200 1500 %00 ™ 1 BAD t62 1200 o 1300 1500 “ e SN l 13¢
AA,_LLITTTﬁI"{.IT‘IlXAIILXIIIALALAAL,},A,A,IAI T W W & qllllllll ?1xxlr11r1ﬁ—r7—rT‘1‘”'1‘rrﬂ rfr11rrrttﬁ‘rﬁ**rtl PR Al SR

22° 23° 24 25° 26° 27°

28° 29° 30°

From H.0. 4300, 16th Edition, March 1951, revised 39.70



29° 33° 3i4° 35° 36°

[RS8 A0 DALE Sk o s 5 e s i il RTINS o A s 5 i U0 s TR B A S T ST o T e o o um o o i o i s 63 S
& BT 50 P i e T ]
h
ko -
T Nos Kabaken ! )
AL 42 R ] > AR \J 1" K
. C . K ; S ADS | 129 H
N 219 b
N o wR? |
v,

bak
MARMARA
GR k

© P (PorMerun fanik ot

¥

X

e T
bl L }0(\ <\, — :
e "*m,‘ — :
d iy :
- T Bursac |

'L;\Hn;ulﬁmnlmp @m\;‘niﬂ

% 40°

Smay
H 39°
. h
" i
i 38°
Men 8Lt -~ i

AR —
Mol i m@

1A Baean

Kunit D
Ty

an
Rédhos a Antalva Korfex:
[ 1841 [3rd
A -
200 800
wefHO8 , 1340
300 3 ise
n 2u3 o Sk %00 a8 06 pry " ez 03
,o2awn ’-00(,7;"5\\\’ o e 1300 300 B o, 3
2340 - 36 ¥n vjyaa
630 961 1300 ke 3320 o 34 2o T e 7 a 3
e D 0" 916 1PE pen 124 e W% %0 po?I200 608 563 535 535 50
SR w00 w00 o 1320 %3 718 a
i 900 ! w10 k 1276 1063 g3 e
IBCC 196] S | w90 AOO ¢ 1360 1298 [ .
1§59 1990 8534 | w0 * 3
35 020 w53 700 1088 | Ha0 293 el 1)
¥ 1700 ey wso 0% 50 125
a6 we B0 o T s - S0 s imo Iy ¥ e 48 L.l
e : . e
" S0 woo S0 aen '”h]ﬂ“'ww» 4190 5’122?: Anus“i“ > i?;
g o KU o NSO, reC Arra
oy i 1403 1390 Y700 W3R ,mg'w’,!}ﬁ "';‘:, 023 °
' ye B3 MY BN ! 1288 © 1250 O 2
1 1230 . ; 1140 .
1585 120 12RAL e gy, fnd, o s
w78 ‘ T, @50 ot gag
440 LR 1264, .
~ 133 TR ;e . . 1
10%0 oy 0 1350 , nye )
LIRS R 126 1230 291
o o6 o J"O" 220 et om0 T 50z 1% o8 gy 850 o) 960 :
hao PP 5 S
T g LT P ;\J N e = = I I A A IR I ;',3172 RIS o 1. LA fltilr 009 | 8er o iy poct];

29° 30° 31 3z 33° 34 35° 36°

8A3°H.3 s a8t E W S

Source of Dntar Office of the Genprapher, Departiment of State




