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CHAPTER 297 

THE EMERGENCY POWERS ACT. 

Commencement: 1 November, 1968. 

An Act to consolidate the law relating to emergency, the better to 
make provision for the exercise by the President of certain powers in 

public emergencies and for other purposes connected therewith. 

1. Interpretation. 

In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires— 

“court of competent jurisdiction” means a court of law established otherwise than by emergency regulations; 

“proclamation of emergency” means a proclamation issued under article 110 of the Constitution declaring that a 
state of emergency exists; 

“emergency regulations” means regulations made under this Act. 

2. Emergency regulations. 



Whenever a proclamation of emergency is in force, the Minister may, by statutory instrument, make such 
regulations as appear to him or her to be necessary or expedient for securing the defence of Uganda, the 
public safety, the effective government of Uganda or of any part of Uganda, the maintenance of public order 
and the enforcement of the law, and for maintaining supplies and services necessary to the life of the 
community. 

3. Provisions of emergency regulations. 

(1) Subject to this Act and without prejudice to the generality of the powers conferred by section 2, emergency 
regulations may— 

make provision for the detention of persons or the restriction of their movements, for the exclusion of persons 
from any part of Uganda and for the deportation or exclusion from Uganda of persons who are not citizens of 
Uganda; 

authorise the requiring of any person to perform such labour or services on behalf of the Government as may 
be required in the circumstances of any situation; 

authorise the taking of possession or control on behalf of the 

Government of any property or undertaking; 

authorise the acquisition on behalf of the Government of any property, including land; 

authorise the entering and search of any premises; 

provide for amending any law, for suspending the operation of any law and for applying any law with or without 
modification; 

provide for charging, in respect of the grant or issue of any licence, permit, certificate or other document for the 
purposes of the regulations, such fee as may be prescribed by or under the regulations; 
(h) provide for payment of remuneration or compensation to persons 
administering or affected by the regulations; (i) provide for the election, constitution, suspension, dissolution or 

reinstatement of any district council or local authority at any time 
or for any period of time; (j) provide for the appointment, election, suspension, removal, 

replacement or reinstatement of any member or officer of any 

district council or local authority at any time or for any period of 
time; (k) provide for the performance by any person or authority of the 

functions of any district council or local authority or of any 

member or officer of a district council or local authority; 

(1) provide for the apprehension of persons offending against the 
regulations and for their trial and punishment by courts of 



competent jurisdiction or such tribunals as may be constituted by 
the regulations; 

(m) provide for empowering any person or authority to make rules or orders for any of the purposes for which 
regulations are authorised by this Act to be made, and for purposes incidental or supplementary to those 
purposes; 

(n) provide for the declaration of any premises or area to be a special or prohibited area; 
(o) provide for the prohibition of strikes. 

(2) Emergency regulations shall not— 

provide for the expropriation or destruction of lawfully held property without just compensation except insofar as 
the destruction is necessary in dealing with a situation which exists; 

provide for the trial of persons by military courts. 

(3) Emergency regulations shall be laid before Parliament. 
4. Duration of emergency regulations. 

Without prejudice to the validity of anything lawfully done or omitted to be done under emergency regulations, 
all such regulations shall cease to have effect when the proclamation of emergency under which they were 
made ceases to be in force or upon their earlier revocation. 

For the avoidance of doubt, it is declared that— 

it shall not be lawful for any person detained or restricted in his or her movements under emergency regulations 
to be so detained or restricted after those regulations have ceased to have effect; 

where under section 3(1)(i) a period of time is specified, that period shall remain operative and effectual 
notwithstanding that the regulations under which it was specified have ceased to have effect before the 
expiration of the period; and 

any sentence of imprisonment imposed under section 3(1)(i) shall remain operative and effectual 
notwithstanding that the regulations under which it was imposed have ceased to have effect before the 
completion of the sentence. 

History: Act 23/1968. 
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