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Chapter 7.  Inspection and Approval 

 
Article 1.  New or Enlarged Dams 

and Reservoir 
 
6350. Immediately upon completion of a new dam or reservoir or 
enlargement of a dam or reservoir, the owner shall give a notice of 
completion to the department and as soon thereafter as possible shall 
file with the department supplementary drawings or descriptive matter 
showing or describing the dam or reservoir as actually constructed, 
including the following: 
 

(a) A record of all grout holes and grouting. 
 
(b) A record of permanent location points and bench 

marks. 
 

(c) A record of tests of concrete or other material 
used in the construction of the dam or reservoir. 

 
(d) Any other items which may be of permanent value 

and have a bearing on the safety and permanency 
of the dam or reservoir. 

 
6351. In connection with the enlargement of a dam or reservoir, 
the supplementary drawings and descriptive matter need apply only to 
the new work. 
 
6352. As soon as possible after giving notice of completion, the 
owner shall file an affidavit with the department stating the actual 
cost of the dam or reservoir in such detail as the department 
requires to determine whether a further fee is due.  In the event the 
owner of a new or enlarged dam or reservoir, because of loss of 
records, recent change of ownership, or other causes beyond his 
control, is unable to report the actual cost of construction or 
enlargement, he shall file an affidavit to this effect, stating the 
reasons therefore, within 30 days after receiving a written request 
therefore from the department.  The department shall then make its 
own appraisal of the cost of construction or enlargement and 
determine what further fee, if any, is required.  Upon making a 
determination that a further fee is required, the department shall 
notify the owner by certified mail of the amount of such fee within 
15 days and shall notify the owner that he may appear within 60 days 
thereafter before an authorized representative of the department to 
protest the amount of the fee, in whole or in part, determined by the 
department to be required, and the sufficiency of the appraisal upon 
which such determination was based. 
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6354. As soon as practicable the completed dam or reservoir shall 
be inspected by the department. 
 
6355. A certificate of approval shall be issued upon a finding 
that the dam or reservoir is safe to impound water within the 
limitations prescribed in the certificate.  Upon written request by 
an owner for a certificate of approval, the department shall issue 
the certificate if it finds that the dam or reservoir is safe to 
impound water within the limitations prescribed in the certificate.  
Pending issuance of a certificate of approval by the department, the 
owner of the dam or reservoir shall not, through action or inaction, 
cause the dam or reservoir to impound water. 
 

Article 1.5. Certificates of Approval 
 

6357. Each certificate of approval issued by the department under 
this part may contain such terms and conditions as the department may 
prescribe. 
 
6357.1 The department may revoke any certificate of approval 
whenever it determines that the dam or reservoir constitutes a danger 
to life and property.  Whenever it deems such action necessary to 
safeguard life and property, the department may also amend the terms 
and conditions of any such certificate by issuing a new certificate 
containing the revised terms and conditions. 
 
6357.2 The owner of a dam or reservoir for which a certificate of 
approval has been issued shall not, through action or inaction, cause 
the dam or reservoir to impound water after the certificate 
terminates unless a new certificate is issued for the dam or 
reservoir.  A new certificate shall be issued upon a finding by the 
department that the dam or reservoir is safe to impound water within 
the limits prescribed in the certificate. 
 
6357.3 With respect to each certificate of approval or written 
consent for use of a dam which has been issued by the department or a 
predecessor of the department and which is in effect prior to the 
effective date of this article, the department shall, within one year 
from such effective date, issue a new certificate of approval, which 
shall supersede the previous certificate or written consent for use, 
or shall revoke the existing certificate or written consent for use 
if it finds that the dam or reservoir is not safe to impound water. 
 
6357.4 Before any certificate of approval is revoked by the 
department, the department shall hold a hearing.  Written notice of 
the time and place of the hearing shall be mailed, at least 20 days 
prior to the date set for the hearing, to the holder of the 
certificate.  Any interested persons may appear at the hearing and 
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present their views and objections to the proposed action.  Any 
petition for a writ of mandate to inquire into the validity of action 
of the department revoking a certificate of approval shall be 
commenced within 30 days after service of notice of the revocation on 
the holder of the certificate. 

 
Article 2.  Repaired or Altered 

Dams and Reservoirs 
 
6360. Immediately upon completion of the repair or alteration of 
any dam or reservoir, the owner shall give notice of completion to 
the department and as soon thereafter as possible shall file with it 
supplementary drawings or descriptive matter showing or describing 
the dam or reservoir as actually repaired or altered together with 
such maps, data, records, and information pertaining to the dam or 
reservoir as repaired or altered as the department requires. 
 
6362. As soon as practicable the dam or reservoir as repaired or 
altered shall be inspected by the department. 
6363. A certificate of approval shall be issued upon a finding 
that the dam or reservoir is safe to impound water within the 
limitations prescribed in the certificate.  Pending issuance of a new 
certificate of approval, the owner of the dam or reservoir shall not, 
through action or inaction, cause the dam or reservoir to impound 
water beyond the limitations prescribed in the existing certificate. 
 
6364. The certificate of approval shall supersede any previous 
certificate of approval issued for the dam or reservoir so repaired 
or altered. 
 

Article 3.  Removal of Dams 
and Reservoirs 

 
6370. Upon completion of the removal of a dam or reservoir such 
evidence as to the manner in which the work was performed and as to 
the conditions obtaining after the removal as the department requires 
shall be filed with the department. 
 
6371. This evidence shall show that a sufficient portion of the 
dam has been removed to permit the safe passage of floods down the 
watercourse across which the dam was located. 
 
6372. Before final approval of the removal of a dam or reservoir 
is issued, the department shall inspect the work and determine that 
all danger to life and property has been eliminated. 
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Article 4.  Dams Completed Prior 
to August 14, 1929 

 
6380. The department shall make inspections at State expense of 
all dams in the State completed prior to August 14, 1929. 
 
6381. The department shall require owners to perform at their 
expense such work or tests as necessary to disclose information 
sufficient to enable the department to determine whether to issue 
certificates of approval or to issue orders directing further work at 
the owners’ expense necessary to safeguard life and property. 
 
6382. If, upon inspection or upon completion to the satisfaction 
of the department of all work that may be ordered, the department 
finds that the dam is safe to the full extent for which use is or 
will be made, a certificate of approval shall be issued. 

 
Article 5.  Complaints as to 

Unsafe Conditions 
 
6390. Upon receipt of a written complaint alleging that the 
person or property of the complainant is endangered by the 
construction, maintenance, or operation of any dam or reservoir the 
department shall cause an inspection to be made unless the data, 
records, and inspection reports on file with it are found adequate to 
enable a determination whether or not the complaint is meritorious. 
 
6391. If the complainant insists upon an inspection and deposits 
with the department a sum estimated by it to be sufficient to cover 
costs of an inspection, the department shall cause an inspection to 
be made despite its finding as to the sufficiency of its records to 
determine the alleged danger. 
 
6392. If it is found that an unsafe condition exists, the 
department shall take such action as is necessary to render or cause 
the condition to be rendered safe and any money deposited to secure 
an inspection shall be returned. 
 
6393. If, after an inspection is made on account of a complaint, 
the complaint is found by the department to have been without merit, 
any money deposited therefore shall be payable into the State 
Treasury. 

 
Article 6.  Inspection During 

Progress of Work 
 
6400. During the construction, enlargement, repair, alteration, 
or removal of any dam or reservoir the department shall make 
continuous or periodical inspections at state expense for the purpose 
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of securing conformity with the approved plans and specifications but 
shall require the owner to perform at his expense such work or tests 
as necessary to disclose information sufficient to enable the 
department to determine that conformity with the approved plans and 
specifications is being secured. 
 
6401. If, after any inspections, investigations, or examinations, 
or at any time as the work progresses, or at any time prior to 
issuance of a certificate of approval it is found by the department 
that amendments, modifications, or changes are necessary to insure 
safety, the department may order the owner to revise the plans and 
specifications. 
 
6402. If conditions are revealed which will not permit the 
construction of a safe dam or reservoir the approval may be revoked. 
 
6403. In the event that conditions imposed may be waived or made 
less burdensome without sacrificing a proper margin of safety, the 
department may authorize an owner to revise the plans and 
specifications accordingly. 
 
6404. If at any time during construction, enlargement, repair, or 
alterations of any dam or reservoir the department finds that the 
work is not being done in accordance with the provisions of the 
approval and the approved plans and specifications or in accordance 
with the approval and revised plans and specifications, it shall give 
a written notice and order by registered mail or by personal service 
to the owner. 
 
6405. The notice and order shall state the particulars in which 
the approval and approved plans and specifications or the approval 
and approved plans and specifications as revised are not being or 
have not been complied with shall order the immediate compliance with 
the approval and approved plans and specifications or with the 
approval and approved revised plans and specifications as the case 
may be. 
 
6406. The department may order that no further work be done until 
such compliance has been effected and approved by the department. 
 
6407. A failure to comply with the approval and approved plans 
and specifications as originally approved or as revised shall render 
the approval subject to  
revocation by the department, if compliance is not made in accordance 
therewith after notice and order from the department as provided in 
this article. 




