
FOOD AND AGRICULTURAL CODE - FAC 
DIVISION 1. STATE ADMINISTRATION [101 - 1501] 
  ( Division 1 enacted by Stats. 1967, Ch. 15. ) 

PART 2. THE STATE BOARD OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE [901 - 954] 
  ( Heading of Part 2 amended by Stats. 1973, Ch. 325. ) 

 
CHAPTER 1. Organization [901 - 906] 
  ( Chapter 1 enacted by Stats. 1967, Ch. 15. ) 
 
901. 
   
There is in the state government the State Board of Food and Agriculture which 
consists of 15 members. 
(Amended by Stats. 1975, Ch. 875.) 

901.5. 
   
It is hereby declared, as a matter of legislative determination, that representatives 

of the agricultural industry appointed to the State Board of Food and Agriculture 
pursuant to this chapter are intended to represent and further the interest of a 
particular industry concerned, and that such representation and furtherance is 

intended to serve the public interest. Accordingly, the Legislature finds that, with 
respect to persons who are appointed to such board, the particular industry 

concerned is tantamount to, and constitutes, the public generally within the 
meaning of Section 87103 of the Government Code. 
(Added by Stats. 1976, Ch. 1429.) 

902. 
   
The members of the board shall be appointed by the Governor as follows: 
(a) One from the Agricultural Sciences Division of the University of California. 

(b) One from the agricultural department of one of the state universities and 
colleges offering agriculture as a part of the curriculum. 

(c) Two members shall be appointed from the state at large who represent the 
agricultural industry. 

(d) Seven members, not more than one of whom shall be appointed from any one 
congressional district or from any one county, who represent the agricultural 
industry. 

(e) Two members of the public who have no direct financial interest in the 
production or handling of agricultural products, but who have an interest in, and 

knowledge of, the environment. 
(f) Two members of the public who have no direct financial interest in the 
production or handling of agricultural products, but who have an interest in, and 

knowledge of, consumer affairs. 
(Amended by Stats. 1975, Ch. 875.) 
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903. 
   
The term of office of the members of the board is four years. The terms expire on 
January 15 of each year in the rotation which is presently established. Vacancies 

shall be filled by appointment for the unexpired term. On February 1 of each year 
the Governor shall designate one of the members of the board to serve as 

president. The term of office of the members appointed pursuant to subdivision (f) 
of Section 902 shall commence on January 15, 1976. 
(Amended by Stats. 1975, Ch. 875.) 

904. 
   
The members shall be residents and citizens of the state and shall be specially 
qualified for this service through actual farm business, economic agricultural 

training, environmental protection, or consumer affairs. Each member of the board 
representing the agricultural industry shall have a major interest in a separate 

branch of the agricultural industry. 
(Amended by Stats. 1975, Ch. 875.) 

905. 
   
The members shall serve without pay, but shall be allowed necessary traveling and 
incidental expenses which are incurred in the discharge of their duties. The 
expenses shall be paid from the appropriation for the support of the department. 
(Enacted by Stats. 1967, Ch. 15.) 

906. 
   
(a) Public officers associated with any area of government, including agriculture, 
and whether elected or appointed, may be appointed to, and may serve 
contemporaneously as members of, the board. 

(b) No member of the board appointed pursuant to subdivision (c) or (d) of Section 
902 shall participate in any board action that involves himself or herself or any 

agricultural entity with which he or she is connected as a director, officer, or 
employee, or in which he or she has a financial interest in the decision within the 
meaning of Section 87103 of the Government Code. 
(Added by Stats. 2010, Ch. 344, Sec. 1. (AB 219) Effective January 1, 2011.) 

CHAPTER 2. Powers and Duties [951 - 954] 

  ( Chapter 2 enacted by Stats. 1967, Ch. 15. ) 
 
951. 
   
The board shall inquire into the needs of the agricultural industry of this state and 

the functions of the department in relation to such needs, and confer and advise 
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with the Governor and the director as to how the agricultural industry and the 
consumer of agricultural products may best be served by the department. 
(Amended by Stats. 1975, Ch. 875.) 

951.5. 
   
The board shall make recommendations to the secretary regarding the project 

agreements to be funded pursuant to Chapter 6 (commencing with Section 58551) 
of Part 1 of Division 21. 
(Added by Stats. 2002, Ch. 982, Sec. 2. Effective September 27, 2002.) 

952. 
   
The board, and any member of it who is authorized by resolution of the board, may 

make investigations, conduct hearings, and prosecute actions concerning all 
matters and subjects which are under the jurisdiction of the department. For such 
purposes, the board and its authorized members shall have all of the powers and 

authority which are conferred upon a head of a state department by Article 2 
(commencing with Section 11180), Chapter 2, Part 1, Division 3, Title 2 of the 

Government Code. 
(Enacted by Stats. 1967, Ch. 15.) 

953. 
   

The board shall hold meetings at least once a month in the office of the director at 
Sacramento or at any other location determined by the president of the board to be 
appropriate. 
(Amended by Stats. 1973, Ch. 325.) 

954. 
   
Special or adjourned meetings may be held at the office of the director in 

Sacramento, or at any other place in the state which the president may deem 
necessary. Special meetings of the board shall also be called by the president at 

any time upon the written request of four members of the board. 
(Amended by Stats. 1973, Ch. 325.) 
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