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PART I
GENERAL PROVISIONS

374.975 Inland navigation districts; legislative intent.
374.976 Authority to address impacts of waterway development projects.
374.977 Inland navigation districts; manatee protection speed zones, responsibility for sign posting.
374.978 District board; compensation.

374.975 Inland navigation districts; legislative intent.—
(1) The Legislature hereby recognizes the continuing need for inland navigation districts to undertake programs

necessary to accomplish the purposes of construction, maintenance, and operation of Florida’s inland waterways
pursuant to s. 107 of the federal River and Harbor Act of 1960, 33 U.S.C. s. 577, and that it is in the public interest for
inland navigation districts to operate and maintain the intracoastal waterway and any other public navigation
channels authorized by the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund.

(2) The Legislature hereby directs all inland navigation districts to undertake, as outlined in this act, additional
programs designed to alleviate the problems associated with the districts’ waterways.

(3) The Florida Inland Navigation District and the West Coast Inland Navigation District are directed to develop
long-range plans for maintenance of the intracoastal waterway and for spoil disposal.

History.—s. 1, ch. 85-200; s. 29, ch. 87-225; s. 1, ch. 90-264; s. 16, ch. 95-146; s. 1, ch. 2008-40.

374.976 Authority to address impacts of waterway development projects.—
(1) Each inland navigation district is empowered and authorized to undertake programs intended to alleviate the

problems associated with its waterway or waterways, including, but not limited to, the following:
(a) The district may act as a local interest sponsor for any project designated as a “Section 107, River and Harbor

Act of 1960” project authorized and undertaken by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and, in this regard, may comply
with any or all conditions imposed on local interests as part of such project.

(b) It is the intent of the Legislature that the district may sponsor or furnish assistance and support to member
counties and local governments within the district in planning and carrying out beach renourishment and inlet
management projects. Such assistance and support, if financial in nature, shall be contributed only after a finding by
the board that inlet management projects are a benefit to public navigation in the district and that the beaches to be
nourished have been adversely impacted by navigation inlets, navigation structures, navigation dredging, or a
navigation project. Such projects will be consistent with Department of Environmental Protection approved inlet
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management plans and the statewide beach management plan pursuant to s. 161.161. Inlet management projects that
are determined to be consistent with Department of Environmental Protection approved inlet management plans are
declared to be a benefit to public navigation.

(c) The district is authorized to aid and cooperate with the Federal Government; state; member counties;
nonmember counties that contain any part of the intracoastal waterway within their boundaries; navigation districts;
the seaports of Jacksonville, Port Canaveral, Fort Pierce, Palm Beach, Port Everglades, Miami, Port Manatee, St.
Petersburg, Tampa, Port St. Joe, Panama City, Pensacola, Key West, and Fernandina; and local governments within the
district in planning and carrying out public navigation, local and regional anchorage management, beach
renourishment, public recreation, inlet management, environmental education, and boating safety projects, directly
related to the waterways. The district is also authorized to enter into cooperative agreements with the United States
Army Corps of Engineers, state, and member counties, and to covenant in any such cooperative agreement to pay part
of the costs of acquisition, planning, development, construction, reconstruction, extension, improvement, operation,
and maintenance of such projects.

(d) The district is authorized to enter into cooperative agreements with navigation-related districts to pay part of
the costs of acquisition of spoil disposal sites.

(e) The district is authorized to enter into ecosystem management agreements with the Department of
Environmental Protection pursuant to s. 403.075.

(2) A district that sponsors a program pursuant to this section shall adopt rules to govern the program, pursuant
to chapter 120. At a minimum, such rules shall prohibit the encumbrance of funds for a project beyond 3 years
following approval of the project and, except for funds provided to enhance public navigation, law enforcement on the
waterways, or environmental education projects within its district, shall prohibit financial support unless matching
funds are provided by the recipient of such financial support. The district may waive such rules for a project approved
in a county that is recovering from a state of emergency declared under chapter 252.

(3) Except as provided in subsection (2), all financial assistance and support furnished by the Florida Inland
Navigation District and the West Coast Inland Navigation District to member counties and local governments within
the districts shall require matching funds. Such matching funds shall be clearly identified and enumerated as to
amount and source. Such financial assistance and support, except as provided pursuant to paragraph (1)(a) and except
for a project approved in a county that is recovering from a state of emergency declared under chapter 252, shall not
exceed the proportional share of ad valorem tax collections from each county.

(4) The Florida Inland Navigation District may furnish assistance and support to seaports for the purpose of
planning and carrying out dredge material management projects, other environmental mitigation projects, and other
projects concerning waterway-related access. Port projects shall benefit publicly maintained channels and harbors.
Any port eligible for funding shall be located in a member county of the district, and each port shall contribute
matching funds for funded projects. Financial assistance for such port projects shall not be included in calculating the
proportional share of ad valorem tax collections of the county in which the port is located, provided the port seeking
assistance demonstrates a regional benefit realized from the port’s activities. However, the cost of a port project
funded under this section may not exceed the proportional share of ad valorem taxation of the counties in the district
which are benefited by the project.

History.—s. 2, ch. 85-200; s. 2, ch. 90-264; s. 80, ch. 93-120; s. 31, ch. 93-211; s. 141, ch. 96-320; s. 1, ch. 96-425; ss. 1, 2, ch. 98-326; s. 24, ch. 99-5;

s. 174, ch. 99-13; s. 2, ch. 2008-40.

374.977 Inland navigation districts; manatee protection speed zones, responsibility for sign posting.—The Fish
and Wildlife Conservation Commission shall assume the responsibility for posting and maintaining regulatory
markers for manatee protection speed zones as posted by the inland navigation districts pursuant to a rule adopted by
the commission under s. 379.2431(2). The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission may apply to inland navigation
districts for funding under s. 374.976 to assist with implementing its responsibility under this section for maintaining
regulatory markers for manatee protection speed zones.

History.—s. 6, ch. 90-219; s. 3, ch. 90-264; s. 281, ch. 94-356; s. 6, ch. 2001-272; s. 3, ch. 2008-40; s. 37, ch. 2009-21.



374.978 District board; compensation.—Members of inland navigation districts shall be reimbursed for per diem
and travel expenses as provided in s. 112.061.

History.—s. 3, ch. 85-200.
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FLORIDA INLAND NAVIGATION DISTRICT LAW
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374.980 Legislative intent.—
(1) It is the intent of the Legislature to consolidate and codify in this part all current and applicable laws or acts

relating to the Florida Inland Navigation District and to locate these provisions within this chapter. It is the further
intent of the Legislature that all prior laws or acts, insofar as they relate to the Florida Inland Navigation District, are
repealed as provided in this act.

(2) By codifying the charter of the Florida Inland Navigation District in this part, the Legislature has no intention
of restricting or withdrawing the ad valorem taxing authority vested in the Florida Inland Navigation District
pursuant to ss. 2 and 15, Art. XII of the State Constitution.

History.—s. 2, ch. 96-425.

374.981 Short title.—This part may be cited as the “Florida Inland Navigation District Law.”
History.—s. 2, ch. 96-425.

374.982 District.—An independent special taxing district to be known as the “Florida Inland Navigation District”
is hereby created. The territorial boundaries of the district shall be the counties of Nassau, Duval, St. Johns, Flagler,
Volusia, Brevard, St. Lucie, Martin, Indian River, Palm Beach, Broward, and Miami-Dade. For purposes of this chapter,
the term “district” means the Florida Inland Navigation District and the term “board” means the Board of
Commissioners of the Florida Inland Navigation District.

History.—s. 2, ch. 96-425; s. 1, ch. 2004-15.

374.983 Governing body.—
(1) A governing body of the district is hereby created, and shall be known as and designated as the “Board of

Commissioners of the Florida Inland Navigation District,” and shall be composed of 12 members who shall be
qualified electors residing in said district, no 2 of whom shall reside in the same county in the district. The governing
body shall have all powers of a body corporate, including the power to sue and be sued as a corporation, in its name,
and in any court having jurisdiction; to make contracts; to adopt and use a common seal and to alter the same as
deemed expedient; to buy, acquire by gift, exchange, condemnation, or otherwise, sell, own, lease (as lessor or lessee),
and convey such real estate and personal property as the board may deem proper to carry out the provisions of this
act; to appoint and employ such engineers, a�orneys, consultants, and such agents and employees as the board may
require; to borrow money and issue negotiable promissory notes, bonds and/or other evidences of indebtedness
therefor to enable them to carry out the provisions of this act; and generally to do and perform the things necessary to
accomplish the purposes of this act.

(2) The present board of commissioners of the district shall continue to hold office until their respective terms shall
expire. Thereafter the members of the board shall continue to be appointed by the Governor for a term of 4 years and
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