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379.106 Administration of commission grant programs.
379.201 Administrative Trust Fund.
379.203 Dedicated License Trust Fund.
379.204 Federal Grants Trust Fund.
379.205 Florida Panther Research and Management Trust Fund.
379.206 Grants and Donations Trust Fund.
379.207 Lifetime Fish and Wildlife Trust Fund.
379.208 Marine Resources Conservation Trust Fund; purposes.
379.209 Nongame Wildlife Trust Fund.
379.211 State Game Trust Fund.
379.212 Land Acquisition Trust Fund.
379.213 Save the Manatee Trust Fund.
379.214 Invasive Plant Control Trust Fund.
379.2201 Deposit of license fees; allocation of federal funds.
379.2202 Expenditure of funds.
379.2203 Disposition of fines, penalties, and forfeitures.
379.2213 Management area permit revenues.
379.2222 Acquisition of state game lands.
379.2223 Control and management of state game lands.
379.2224 Preserves, refuges, etc., not tax-exempt.
379.2225 Everglades recreational sites; definitions.
379.223 Citizen support organizations; use of state property; audit.
379.224 Memorandum of agreement relating to Fish and Wildlife Research Institute.
379.2251 Agreements with Federal Government for the preservation of saltwater fisheries; authority of commission.
379.2252 Compacts and agreements; generally.
379.2253 Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Compact; implementing legislation.
379.2254 Gulf States Marine Fisheries Compact; implementing legislation.
379.2255 Wildlife Violator Compact Act.
379.2256 Compact licensing and enforcement authority; administrative review.
379.2257 Cooperative agreements with United States Forest Service; penalty.
379.2258 Assent to provisions of Act of Congress of September 2, 1937.
379.2259 Assent to federal acts.
379.226 Florida Territorial Waters Act; alien-owned commercial fishing vessels; prohibited acts; enforcement.
379.2271 Harmful-Algal-Bloom Task Force.
379.2272 Harmful-algal-bloom program; implementation; goals; funding.
379.2281 Jim Woodruff Dam; reciprocity agreements.
379.2282 St. Marys River; reciprocity agreements.
379.2291 Endangered and Threatened Species Act.
379.2292 Endangered and Threatened Species Reward Program.
379.2293 Airport activities within the scope of a federally approved wildlife hazard management plan or a federal or
state permit or other authorization for depredation or harassment.
379.23 Federal conservation of fish and wildlife; limited jurisdiction.
379.231 Regulation of nonnative animals.
379.2311 Nonnative animal management.
379.232 Water bo�oms.
379.233 Release of balloons.
379.2341 Publications by the commission.
379.2342 Private publication agreements; advertising; costs of production.



379.2351 Land-based commercial and recreational fishing activities; legislative findings and purpose; definitions;
legal protection; local ordinances; prohibited activity.
379.2352 State employment; priority consideration for qualified displaced employees of the saltwater fishing
industry.
379.236 Retention, destruction, and reproduction of commission records.
379.237 Courts of equity may enjoin.

379.101 Definitions.—In construing these statutes, where the context does not clearly indicate otherwise, the
word, phrase, or term:

(1) “Authorization” means a number issued by the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, or its authorized
agent, which serves in lieu of a license or permits and affords the privilege purchased for a specified period of time.

(2) “Beaches” and “shores” shall mean the coastal and intracoastal shoreline of this state bordering upon the
waters of the Atlantic Ocean, the Gulf of Mexico, the Straits of Florida, and any part thereof, and any other bodies of
water under the jurisdiction of the State of Florida, between the mean high-water line and as far seaward as may be
necessary to effectively carry out the purposes of this act.

(3) “Closed season” shall be that portion of the year wherein the laws or rules of Florida forbid the taking of
particular species of game or varieties of fish.

(4) “Coastal construction” includes any work or activity which is likely to have a material physical effect on
existing coastal conditions or natural shore processes.

(5) “Commercial harvester” means any person, firm, or corporation that takes, harvests, or a�empts to take or
harvest saltwater products for sale or with intent to sell; that is operating under or is required to operate under a
license or permit or authorization issued pursuant to this chapter; that is using gear that is prohibited for use in the
harvest of recreational amounts of any saltwater product being taken or harvested; or that is harvesting any saltwater
product in an amount that is at least two times the recreational bag limit for the saltwater product being taken or
harvested.

(6) “Commission” shall mean the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission.
(7) “Common carrier” shall include any person, firm, or corporation, who undertakes for hire, as a regular

business, to transport persons or commodities from place to place offering his or her services to all such as may choose
to employ the common carrier and pay his or her charges.

(8) “Coon oysters” are oysters found growing in bunches along the shore between high-water mark and low-water
mark.

(9) “Department” shall mean the Department of Environmental Protection.
(10) “Erosion control,” “beach preservation,” and “hurricane protection” shall include any activity, work,

program, project, or other thing deemed necessary by the Department of Environmental Protection to effectively
preserve, protect, restore, rehabilitate, stabilize, and improve the beaches and shores of this state, as defined above.

(11) “Exhibit” means to present or display upon request.
(12) “Finfish” means any member of the classes Agnatha, Chondrichthyes, or Osteichthyes.
(13) “Fish and game” means all fresh and saltwater fish, shellfish, crustacea, sponges, wild birds, and wild

animals.
(14) “Fish management area” means a pond, lake, or other water within a county, or within several counties,

designated to improve fishing for public use, and established and specifically circumscribed for authorized
management by the commission and the board of county commissioners of the county in which such waters lie, under
agreement between the commission and an owner with approval by the board of county commissioners or under
agreement with the board of county commissioners for use of public waters in the county in which such waters lie.

(15) “Fish pond” means a body of water that does not occur naturally and that has been constructed and is
maintained primarily for the purpose of fishing.

(16) “Food fish” shall include mullet, trout, redfish, sheepshead, pompano, mackerel, bluefish, red snapper,
grouper, black drum, jack crevalle, and all other fish generally used for human consumption.



(17) “Fresh water,” except where otherwise provided by law, means all lakes, rivers, canals, and other waterways
of Florida, to such point or points where the fresh and salt waters commingle to such an extent as to become
unpalatable and unfit for human consumption because of the saline content, or to such point or points as may be fixed
by order of the commission by and with the consent of the board of county commissioners of the county or counties to
be affected by such order. The Steinhatchee River shall be considered fresh water from its source to mouth.

(18) “Freshwater fish” means all classes of pisces that are native to fresh water.
(19) “Fur-bearing animals” means muskrat, mink, raccoon, o�er, civet cat, skunk, red and gray fox, and opossum.
(20) “Game” means deer, bear, squirrel, rabbits, and, where designated by commission rules, wild hogs, ducks,

geese, rails, coots, gallinules, snipe, woodcock, wild turkeys, grouse, pheasants, quail, and doves.
(21) “Guide” shall include any person engaged in the business of guiding hunters or hunting parties, fishers or

fishing parties, for compensation.
(22) “Marine fish” means any saltwater species of finfish of the classes Agnatha, Chondrichthyes, and

Osteichthyes, and marine invertebrates in the classes Gastropoda, Bivalvia, and Crustacea, or the phylum
Echinodermata, but does not include nonliving shells or echinoderms.

(23) “Molest,” in connection with any fishing trap or its buoy or buoy line, means to touch, bother, disturb, or
interfere or tamper with, in any manner.

(24) A “natural oyster or clam reef” or “bed” or “bar” shall be considered and defined as an area containing not
less than 100 square yards of the bo�om where oysters or clams are found in a stratum.

(25) “Nongame” means all species and populations of native wild vertebrates and invertebrates in the state that
are not defined as game.

(26) “Nonresident alien” shall mean those individuals from other nations who can provide documentation from
the Bureau of Citizenship and Immigration Services evidencing permanent residency status in the United States. For
the purposes of this chapter, a “nonresident alien” shall be considered a “nonresident.”

(27) “Open season” shall be that portion of the year wherein the laws of Florida for the preservation of fish and
game permit the taking of particular species of game or varieties of fish.

(28) “Private hunting preserve” includes any area set aside by a private individual or concern on which artificially
propagated game or birds are taken.

(29) “Reef bunch oysters” are oysters found growing on the bars or reefs in the open bay and exposed to the air
between high and low tide.

(30) “Resident” or “resident of Florida” means:
(a) For purposes of part VII, a citizen of the United States who has continuously resided in this state for 1 year

before applying for a hunting, fishing, or other license. However, for purposes of ss. 379.363, 379.364, 379.3711,
379.3712, 379.372, 379.373, 379.374, 379.3751, 379.3752, 379.3761, and 379.3762, the term means a citizen of the United
States who has continuously resided in this state for 6 months before applying for a hunting, fishing, or other license.

(b) For purposes of part VI:
1. A member of the United States Armed Forces who is stationed in the state and his or her family members

residing with such member; or
2. A person who has declared Florida as his or her only state of residence as evidenced by a valid Florida driver

license or identification card that has both a Florida address and a Florida residency verified by the Department of
Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles, or, in the absence thereof, one of the following:

a. A current Florida voter information card;
b. A sworn statement manifesting and evidencing domicile in Florida in accordance with s. 222.17;
c. Proof of a current Florida homestead exemption; or
d. For a child younger than 18 years of age, a student identification card from a Florida school or, if accompanied

by his or her parent at the time of purchase, the parent’s proof of residency.
(31) “Resident alien” means a person who has continuously resided in this state for at least 1 year and can provide

documentation from the Bureau of Citizenship and Immigration Services evidencing permanent residency status in
the United States. For the purposes of this chapter, a “resident alien” is considered a “resident.”



(32) “Restricted species” means any species of saltwater products which the state by law, or the Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission by rule, has found it necessary to so designate. The term includes a species of saltwater
products designated by the commission as restricted within a geographical area or during a particular time period of
each year. Designation as a restricted species does not confer the authority to sell a species pursuant to s. 379.361 if the
law or rule prohibits the sale of the species.

(33) “Salt water,” except where otherwise provided by law, shall be all of the territorial waters of Florida
excluding all lakes, rivers, canals, and other waterways of Florida from such point or points where the fresh and salt
waters commingle to such an extent as to become unpalatable because of the saline content, or from such point or
points as may be fixed for conservation purposes by the Department of Environmental Protection and the Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Commission, with the consent and advice of the board of county commissioners of the county
or counties to be affected.

(34) “Saltwater fish” means:
(a) Any saltwater species of finfish of the classes Agnatha, Chondrichthyes, or Osteichthyes and marine

invertebrates of the classes Gastropoda, Bivalvia, or Crustacea, or of the phylum Echinodermata, but does not include
nonliving shells or echinoderms; and

(b) All classes of pisces, shellfish, sponges, and crustacea native to salt water.
(35) “Saltwater license privileges,” except where otherwise provided by law, means any license, endorsement,

certificate, or permit issued pursuant to this chapter.
(36) “Saltwater products” means any species of saltwater fish, marine plant, or echinoderm, except shells, and

salted, cured, canned, or smoked seafood.
(37) “Shellfish” shall include oysters, clams, and whelks.
(38) “Take” means taking, a�empting to take, pursuing, hunting, molesting, capturing, or killing any wildlife or

freshwater or saltwater fish, or their nests or eggs, by any means, whether or not such actions result in obtaining
possession of such wildlife or freshwater or saltwater fish or their nests or eggs.

(39) “Transport” shall include shipping, transporting, carrying, importing, exporting, receiving or delivering for
shipment, transportation or carriage or export.

History.—s. 2, ch. 28145, 1953; s. 1, ch. 63-40; s. 1, ch. 65-140; ss. 25, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 127, ch. 71-377; s. 1, ch. 78-56; s. 76, ch. 79-164; s. 1, ch. 85-

234; s. 1, ch. 87-116; s. 4, ch. 88-412; s. 1, ch. 89-270; s. 4, ch. 90-310; s. 4, ch. 93-223; s. 192, ch. 94-356; s. 979, ch. 95-148; s. 1, ch. 96-300; s. 2, ch. 98-

203; s. 1, ch. 98-227; s. 94, ch. 99-245; s. 7, ch. 2003-143; s. 34, ch. 2004-5; s. 1, ch. 2006-304; s. 3, ch. 2008-247; s. 8, ch. 2010-185; s. 3, ch. 2013-194; s.

12, ch. 2014-136.

Note.—Former s. 370.01.

379.102 Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission.—
(1) The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission shall consist of seven members who shall be appointed by the

Governor, subject to confirmation by the Senate, for staggered terms of 5 years.
(2) Members so appointed shall annually select one of their members as chair. Such chair may be removed at any

time for sufficient cause, by the affirmative vote of the majority of the members of the commission. In case the said
office of chair becomes vacant by removal or otherwise, the same may be filled for the unexpired term at any time by
the commission from its members.

(3) Commission members shall receive no compensation for their services as such, but shall be reimbursed for
travel expenses as provided in s. 112.061.

History.—s. 2, ch. 13644, 1929; s. 1, ch. 17016, 1935; CGL 1936 Supp. 1977(2); s. 1, ch. 26766, 1951; s. 19, ch. 63-400; s. 105, ch. 71-355; s. 1, ch.

78-125; s. 567, ch. 95-148; s. 113, ch. 99-245; s. 4, ch. 2008-247.

Note.—Former s. 372.01.

379.1025 Powers, duties, and authority of commission; rules, regulations, and orders.—The Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission may exercise the powers, duties, and authority granted by s. 9, Art. IV of the Constitution
of Florida, and as otherwise authorized by the Legislature by the adoption of rules, regulations, and orders in
accordance with chapter 120.



History.—ss. 4, 5, ch. 21945, 1943; s. 7, ch. 69-216; ss. 10, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 103, ch. 73-333; s. 16, ch. 78-95; s. 17, ch. 2000-197; s. 5, ch. 2008-247.

Note.—Former s. 372.82; s. 372.021.

379.10255 Headquarters of commission.—The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission is located at the state
capital, and, when suitable adequate office space cannot be provided in the State Capitol Building, or other buildings
owned by the state, the commission may rent or lease suitable office space in Tallahassee. Said commission may also
rent or lease suitable and adequate space in other cities and towns of the state for branch or division offices and
headquarters and storerooms for equipment and supplies, as the business of the commission may require or
necessitate, payment for said rented or leased premises to be made from the State Game Trust Fund.

History.—s. 2, ch. 13644, 1929; s. 1, ch. 17016, 1935; CGL 1936 Supp. 1977(2); s. 2, ch. 61-119; s. 119, ch. 99-245; s. 6, ch. 2008-247.

Note.—Former s. 372.03.

379.103 Duties of executive director.—The executive director of the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
shall:

(1) Keep full and correct minutes of the proceedings of said commission at its meetings, which minutes shall be
open for public inspection.

(2) Purchase such supplies and employ such help and assistants as may be reasonably necessary in the
performance of the executive director’s duties.

(3) Have full authority to represent the commission in its dealings with other state departments, county
commissioners, and the federal government.

(4) Appoint, fix salaries of, and at pleasure remove, subject to the approval of the commission, assistants and other
employees who shall have such powers and duties as may be assigned to them by the commission or executive
director.

(5) Have such other powers and duties as may be prescribed by the commission in pursuance of its duties under s.
9, Art. IV of the State Constitution.

History.—ss. 2, 3, ch. 13644, 1929; s. 1, ch. 17016, 1935; CGL 1936 Supp. 1977(2), 1977(3); s. 3, ch. 26766, 1951; s. 7, ch. 69-216; s. 569, ch. 95-148;

s. 18, ch. 2000-197; s. 38, ch. 2002-46; s. 7, ch. 2008-247.

Note.—Former s. 372.05.

379.104 Right to hunt and fish.—The Legislature recognizes that hunting, fishing, and the taking of game are a
valued part of the cultural heritage of Florida and should be forever preserved for Floridians. The Legislature further
recognizes that these activities play an important part in the state’s economy and in the conservation, preservation,
and management of the state’s natural areas and resources. Therefore, the Legislature intends that the citizens of
Florida have a right to hunt, fish, and take game, subject to the regulations and restrictions prescribed by general law
and by s. 9, Art. IV of the State Constitution.

History.—s. 8, ch. 2002-46; s. 8, ch. 2008-247.

Note.—Former s. 372.002.

379.105 Harassment of hunters, trappers, or fishers.—
(1) A person may not intentionally, within a publicly or privately owned wildlife management or fish

management area or on any state-owned water body:
(a) Interfere with or a�empt to prevent the lawful taking of fish, game, or nongame animals by another.
(b) A�empt to disturb fish, game, or nongame animals or a�empt to affect their behavior with the intent to

prevent their lawful taking by another.
(2) Any person who violates this section commits a Level Two violation under s. 379.401.
History.—s. 2, ch. 90-170; s. 27, ch. 2006-304; s. 9, ch. 2008-247.

Note.—Former s. 372.705.

379.106 Administration of commission grant programs.—



(1) The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission is authorized to establish grant programs that are consistent
with statutory authority and legislative appropriations. The commission is further authorized to receive funds from
any legal source for purposes of matching state dollars or for passing through the agency as grants to other entities
whether or not matching funds or in-kind matches are required.

(2) For any grant program established by the commission, the commission shall adopt rules, pursuant to the
requirements of chapter 120, for each grant program which shall include, but are not limited to: the method or
methods of payment; the supporting documents required before payment will be made; when matching funds or in-
kind matches are allowed; what moneys, services, or other sources and amounts of matching funds or in-kind matches
will be eligible for use for matching the grant by the commission; who is eligible to participate in the program; and
other provisions that the commission finds necessary to achieve program objectives and an accounting for state funds
in accordance with law and generally accepted accounting principles.

(3) The commission is authorized to preaudit or postaudit account books and other documentation of a grant
recipient to assure that grant funds have been used in accordance with the terms of the grant and state rules and
statutes. When such audit reveals that moneys have not been spent in accordance with grant requirements, the
commission may withhold moneys or recover moneys previously paid. A grant recipient will be allowed a maximum
of 60 days to submit any additional pertinent documentation to offset the amount identified as being due the
commission.

History.—s. 2, ch. 83-225; s. 198, ch. 94-356; s. 237, ch. 99-245; s. 10, ch. 2008-247.

Note.—Former s. 370.023.

379.201 Administrative Trust Fund.—
(1) The Administrative Trust Fund is created within the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission.
(2) The fund is established for use as a depository for funds to be used for management activities that are

commissionwide in nature and funded by indirect cost earnings or assessments against trust funds. Moneys to be
credited to the trust fund include indirect cost reimbursements from grantors, administrative assessments against trust
funds, interest earnings, and other appropriate administrative fees.

History.—s. 1, ch. 2005-18; s. 2, ch. 2008-21; s. 11, ch. 2008-247; s. 13, ch. 2010-4.

Note.—Former s. 372.101.

379.203 Dedicated License Trust Fund.—
(1) There is established within the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission the Dedicated License Trust Fund.

The fund shall be credited with moneys collected pursuant to s. 379.354 for 5-year licenses and permits and
replacement 5-year licenses.

(2)(a) One-fifth of the total proceeds from the sale of 5-year hunting and freshwater fishing licenses, permits, and
replacement licenses, and all interest derived therefrom, shall be appropriated annually to the State Game Trust Fund.

(b) One-fifth of the total proceeds from the sale of 5-year saltwater fishing licenses, permits, and replacement
licenses, and all interest derived therefrom, shall be appropriated annually to the Marine Resources Conservation
Trust Fund.

(3) The fund shall be exempt from the provisions of s. 215.20.
History.—s. 2, ch. 91-78; s. 126, ch. 99-245; s. 10, ch. 2002-46; s. 13, ch. 2008-247.

Note.—Former s. 372.106.

379.204 Federal Grants Trust Fund.—
(1) The Federal Grants Trust Fund is created within the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission.
(2) The fund is established for use as a depository for funds to be used for allowable grant activities funded by

restricted program revenues. Moneys to be credited to the trust fund shall consist of grants and funding from the
Federal Government, interest earnings, and cash advances from other trust funds.

History.—s. 1, ch. 2005-19; s. 2, ch. 2008-22; s. 14, ch. 2008-247; s. 14, ch. 2010-4; s. 40, ch. 2011-47; s. 6, ch. 2016-11.

Note.—Former s. 372.102.



379.205 Florida Panther Research and Management Trust Fund.—
(1) There is established within the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission the Florida Panther Research and

Management Trust Fund to be used exclusively for the purposes of this section.
(2) Money from the fund shall be spent only for the following purposes:
(a) To manage and protect existing Florida panther populations by increasing panther food sources where food is

a limiting factor, determining conflicts between public use and panther survival, maintaining sufficient genetic
variability in existing populations, and undertaking management and enforcement activities that protect panther
habitat.

(b) To educate the public concerning the value of the panther and the necessity for panther management.
(c) To reestablish Florida panthers into areas of suitable habitat, where feasible, by assessing the necessity of a

captive breeding program for purposes of reintroduction of the panthers into the suitable habitat; selecting potential
sites for reintroduction and investigating associated human sociological aspects; and assessing the potential for
panther habitat acquisition.

(d) To promote and market the Florida panther license plate authorized under s. 320.08058.
(3) The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission is authorized to receive donations for deposit into the Florida

Panther Research and Management Trust Fund.
History.—ss. 2, 4, ch. 83-173; s. 26, ch. 97-153; s. 1, ch. 97-259; s. 3, ch. 98-333; s. 16, ch. 99-4; s. 149, ch. 99-245; s. 5, ch. 2005-158; s. 18, ch. 2007-

223; s. 15, ch. 2008-247.

Note.—Former s. 372.672.

379.206 Grants and Donations Trust Fund.—
(1) The Grants and Donations Trust Fund is created within the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission.
(2) The fund is established for use as a depository for funds to be used for allowable grant and donor agreement

activities funded by restricted contractual revenue. Moneys to be credited to the trust fund shall consist of grants and
donations from private and public nonfederal sources, development-of-regional-impact wildlife mitigation
contributions, interest earnings, and cash advances from other trust funds.

(3) If acquisition pursuant to this section will result in state ownership of land, title shall be vested in the Board of
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund as required in chapter 253. Land acquisition pursuant to this section
shall be voluntary, negotiated acquisition and, if title is to be vested in the Board of Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Trust Fund, is subject to the acquisition procedures of s. 253.025.

History.—s. 1, ch. 2005-20; s. 2, ch. 2008-23; s. 16, ch. 2008-247; s. 15, ch. 2010-4; s. 59, ch. 2015-229.

Note.—Former s. 372.103.

379.207 Lifetime Fish and Wildlife Trust Fund.—
(1) There is established within the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission the Lifetime Fish and Wildlife

Trust Fund to be used for the purpose of supporting fish and wildlife conservation programs of the state in accordance
with this section.

(2) The principal of the fund shall be derived from the following:
(a) Proceeds of any gifts, grants, and contributions to the state which are specifically designated for inclusion in

the fund.
(b) Proceeds from the sale of lifetime licenses issued in accordance with s. 379.354.
(3) The fund is declared to constitute a special trust derived from a contractual relationship between the state and

the members of the public whose investments contribute to the fund. In recognition of such special trust, the following
limitations and restrictions are placed on expenditures from the funds:

(a) No expenditure or disbursement shall be made from the principal of the fund.
(b) The interest income received and accruing from the investments of proceeds from the sale of lifetime

freshwater fishing licenses and lifetime hunting licenses shall be spent in furtherance of the commission’s
management, protection, and conservation of wild animal life and freshwater aquatic life as set forth in s. 9, Art. IV of
the State Constitution and this chapter and as otherwise authorized by the Legislature.



(c) The interest income received and accruing from the investments of proceeds from the sale of lifetime saltwater
fishing licenses shall be expended for marine law enforcement, marine research, and marine fishery enhancement.

(d) Any limitations or restrictions specified by the donors on the uses of the interest income derived from gifts,
grants, and voluntary contributions shall be respected but shall not be binding.

(e) The fund shall be exempt from the provisions of s. 215.20.
(4) In the event of a future dissolution or reorganization of the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, any

state agency which succeeds the commission or assumes its constitutional or statutory responsibilities shall, through
its agency head acting ex officio, assume the trusteeship of the fund and shall be bound by all the limitations and
restrictions placed by this section on expenditures from the fund. No repeal or modification of this chapter or s. 9, Art.
IV of the State Constitution shall alter the fundamental purposes to which the fund may be applied. No dissolution or
reorganization of the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission shall invalidate any lifetime license issued in
accordance with this section.

History.—s. 1, ch. 91-78; s. 125, ch. 99-245; s. 9, ch. 2002-46; s. 17, ch. 2008-247; s. 1, ch. 2013-22.

Note.—Former s. 372.105.

379.208 Marine Resources Conservation Trust Fund; purposes.—
(1) The Marine Resources Conservation Trust Fund within the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission shall

serve as a broad-based depository for funds from various marine-related and boating-related activities and shall be
administered by the commission for the purposes of:

(a) Funding for marine research.
(b) Funding for fishery enhancement, including, but not limited to, fishery statistics development, artificial reefs,

and fish hatcheries.
(c) Funding for marine law enforcement.
(d) Funding for administration of licensing programs for recreational fishing, saltwater products sales, and related

information and education activities.
(e) Funding for the operations of the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission.
(f) Funding for titling and registration of vessels.
(g) Funding for marine turtle protection, research, and recovery activities from revenues that are specifically

credited to the trust fund for these purposes.
(h) Funding activities for rehabilitation of oyster harvesting areas from which special oyster surcharge fees are

collected, including relaying and transplanting live oysters.
(i) Funding for boating research, boating-related programs and activities, and for law enforcement on state waters.
(j) Funding for the stone crab trap reduction program under s. 379.365, the blue crab effort management program

under s. 379.366, the spiny lobster trap certificate program under s. 379.3671, and the trap retrieval program under s.
379.2424.

(2) The Marine Resources Conservation Trust Fund shall receive the proceeds from:
(a) All license fees collected pursuant to ss. 379.361 and 379.362.
(b) All funds collected from the registration of vessels and other fees pursuant to s. 328.72.
(c) All fees collected under ss. 379.2424, 379.357, 379.365, 379.366, and 379.3671.
(d) All fines and penalties under ss. 379.365, 379.366, 379.3671, and 379.407.
(e) Other revenues as provided by law.
(3) Funds provided to the Marine Resources Conservation Trust Fund from vessel registration fees pursuant to s.

328.76 may be used for the following purposes:
(a) To reimburse the cost of activities authorized pursuant to the Fish and Wildlife Service of the United States

Department of the Interior. The facilities must be involved in the actual rescue and full-time acute care veterinarian-
based rehabilitation of manatees. The cost of activities includes, but is not limited to, costs associated with expansion,
capital outlay, repair, maintenance, and operation related to the rescue, treatment, stabilization, maintenance, release,
and monitoring of manatees. Moneys distributed through the contractual agreement to each facility for manatee
rehabilitation must be proportionate to the number of manatees under acute care rehabilitation; the number of



maintenance days medically necessary in the facility; and the number released during the previous fiscal year. The
commission may set a cap on the total amount reimbursed per manatee per year.

(b) For training on the care, treatment, and rehabilitation of marine mammals at the Whitney Laboratory and the
College of Veterinary Medicine at the University of Florida.

(c) For program administration costs of the agency.
(4) Funds transferred to the Marine Resources Conservation Trust Fund from the Fuel Tax Collection Trust Fund

pursuant to s. 206.606 shall be used for the following purposes:
(a) To provide additional water-related law enforcement positions within the Fish and Wildlife Conservation

Commission primarily for the purpose of enforcing laws designed to protect manatee populations. Law enforcement
positions funded under this provision shall be assigned to counties having the highest incidence of manatee deaths
and injuries.

(b) For the placement of uniform waterway markers on state waters.
(c) To provide funding for construction and maintenance of publicly owned boat ramps, piers, and docks, directly

and through grants to counties and municipalities.
(d) To implement and administer programs related to boating safety and education, manatee technical avoidance

technology, and economic development initiatives to promote boating in the state, including competitive grants
programs as provided in s. 327.47.

(e) For other activities of the Boating and Waterways Section such as coordinating the submission of state
comments on boating-related events.

Funds not used in one fiscal year must be carried over for use in subsequent years.

History.—s. 24, ch. 96-321; s. 59, ch. 99-245; s. 34, ch. 99-289; s. 35, ch. 2000-197; s. 2, ch. 2001-62; s. 51, ch. 2002-1; s. 4, ch. 2002-46; s. 4, ch.

2003-156; s. 3, ch. 2004-264; s. 5, ch. 2007-223; s. 10, ch. 2008-114; s. 18, ch. 2008-247; s. 2, ch. 2012-95; s. 13, ch. 2014-136.

Note.—Former s. 370.0603.

379.209 Nongame Wildlife Trust Fund.—
(1) The Legislature recognizes the value of maintaining ecologically healthy and stable populations of a wide

diversity of fish and wildlife species and recognizes the need for monitoring, research, management, and public
awareness of all wildlife species in order to guarantee that self-sustaining populations be conserved. The Legislature
further recognizes that research and management for game species traditionally have been supported by licenses and
fees collected by the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission for consumptive uses of wildlife and that no such
support mechanism is available for species not commonly pursued for sport or profit. It is the intent of the Legislature
that the funds provided herein be spent to identify and meet the needs of nongame wildlife as a first priority with the
ultimate goal of establishing an integrated approach to the management and conservation of all native fish, wildlife,
and plants.

(2)(a) There is established within the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission the Nongame Wildlife Trust
Fund. The fund shall be credited with moneys collected pursuant to ss. 319.32(3) and 320.02(8). Additional funds may
be provided from legislative appropriations and by donations from interested individuals and organizations. The
commission shall designate an identifiable unit to administer the trust fund.

(b) Proceeds from the trust fund shall be used for the following purposes:
1. Documentation of population trends of nongame wildlife and assessment of wildlife habitat, in coordination

with the database of Florida natural areas inventory.
2. Establishment of effective conservation, management, and regulatory programs for nongame wildlife of the

state.
3. Public education programs.
(3) The commission may enter into cooperative agreements or memoranda of understanding with related agencies

to coordinate nongame programs.
History.—s. 1, ch. 83-173; s. 1, ch. 84-194; s. 184, ch. 99-245; s. 21, ch. 2000-197; s. 19, ch. 2008-247; s. 52, ch. 2009-86; s. 30, ch. 2012-119; s. 8, ch.

2014-18.



Note.—Former s. 372.991.

379.211 State Game Trust Fund.—The funds resulting from the operation of the commission and from the
administration of the laws and regulations pertaining to birds, game, fur-bearing animals, freshwater fish, reptiles,
and amphibians, together with any other funds specifically provided for such purposes shall constitute the State Game
Trust Fund and shall be used by the commission as it shall deem fit in carrying out the provisions hereof and for no
other purposes, except that annual use fees deposited into the trust fund from the sale of the Largemouth Bass license
plate may be expended for the purposes provided under s. 320.08058(17). The commission may not obligate itself
beyond the current resources of the State Game Trust Fund unless specifically so authorized by the Legislature.

History.—s. 13, ch. 13644, 1929; s. 1, ch. 17016, 1935; CGL 1936 Supp. 1977(3); s. 7, ch. 22858, 1945; s. 14, ch. 2007-223; s. 78, ch. 2008-4; s. 20,

ch. 2008-247.

Note.—Former s. 372.09.

379.212 Land Acquisition Trust Fund.—
(1)(a) There is established within the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission the Land Acquisition Trust

Fund to implement s. 28, Art. X of the State Constitution.
(b) The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission or its designee shall manage such lands for the primary

purpose of maintaining and enhancing their habitat value for fish and wildlife. Other uses may be allowed that are not
contrary to this purpose.

(c) Where acquisition pursuant to this section will result in state ownership of land, title shall be vested in the
Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund as required in chapter 253. Land acquisition pursuant to
this section shall be voluntary, negotiated acquisition and, where title is to be vested in the Board of Trustees of the
Internal Improvement Trust Fund, is subject to the acquisition procedures of s. 253.025.

(d) Acquisition costs shall include purchase prices and costs and fees associated with title work, surveys, and
appraisals required to complete an acquisition.

(2) The fund may be credited with funds transferred from the Land Acquisition Trust Fund within the Department
of Environmental Protection as provided in s. 375.041.

(3) The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission shall maintain the integrity of such moneys transferred from
the Department of Environmental Protection. Any transferred moneys available from reversions and reductions in
budget authority shall be transferred back to the Land Acquisition Trust Fund in the Department of Environmental
Protection within 15 days after such reversion or reduction and must be available for future appropriation pursuant to
s. 28, Art. X of the State Constitution.

History.—s. 20, ch. 90-136; s. 10, ch. 90-217; s. 2, ch. 90-227; s. 20, ch. 94-240; s. 17, ch. 94-265; s. 124, ch. 99-245; s. 21, ch. 2008-247; s. 2, ch.

2013-22; s. 60, ch. 2015-229.

Note.—Former s. 372.074.

379.213 Save the Manatee Trust Fund.—
(1) The Save the Manatee Trust Fund shall be administered by the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission.
(2) Funds to be credited to and uses of the trust fund shall be administered in accordance with the provisions of ss.

320.08058, 328.66, 328.72, 328.74, 328.76, and 379.2431. The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission may receive
donations for deposit into the Save the Manatee Trust Fund.

(3) Notwithstanding the provisions of s. 216.301 and pursuant to s. 216.351, any balance in the trust fund at the
end of any fiscal year shall remain in the trust fund at the end of the year and shall be available for carrying out the
purposes of the trust fund.

History.—s. 3, ch. 2013-22.

379.214 Invasive Plant Control Trust Fund.—
(1) The Invasive Plant Control Trust Fund shall be administered by the Fish and Wildlife Conservation

Commission.



(2) Funds to be credited to and uses of the trust fund shall be administered in accordance with the provisions of ss.
206.606, 328.76, 369.20, 369.22, 369.252, and 379.502.

(3) Notwithstanding the provisions of s. 216.301 and pursuant to s. 216.351, any balance in the trust fund at the
end of any fiscal year shall remain in the trust fund at the end of the year and shall be available for carrying out the
purposes of the trust fund.

History.—s. 4, ch. 2013-22; s. 62, ch. 2015-229.

379.2201 Deposit of license fees; allocation of federal funds.—
(1) Except as provided in ss. 379.203 and 379.207, all saltwater license and permit fees collected pursuant to s.

379.354 shall be deposited into the Marine Resources Conservation Trust Fund, to be used as follows:
(a) Not more than 7.5 percent of the total fees collected shall be used for administration of the licensing program

and for information and education.
(b) Not less than 30 percent of the total fees collected shall be used for law enforcement.
(c) Not less than 32.5 percent of the total fees collected shall be used for marine research and management.
(d) Not less than 30 percent of the total fees collected, for fishery enhancement, including, but not limited to,

fishery statistics development, artificial reefs, and fish hatcheries.
(2) The proceeds from recreational saltwater fishing license fees paid by fishers shall only be appropriated to the

commission.
(3) Funds available from the Wallop-Breaux Aquatic Resources Trust Fund shall be distributed by the commission

between freshwater fisheries management and research and marine fisheries management and research in proportion
to the numbers of resident fresh and saltwater anglers as determined by the most current data on license sales. Unless
otherwise provided by federal law, the commission, at a minimum, shall provide the following:

(a) Not less than 5 percent or more than 10 percent of the funds allocated to the commission shall be expended for
an aquatic resources education program; and

(b) Not less than 10 percent of the funds allocated to the commission shall be expended for acquisition,
development, renovation, or improvement of boating facilities.

History.—s. 7, ch. 89-270; s. 6, ch. 90-243; s. 13, ch. 91-78; s. 212, ch. 94-356; s. 985, ch. 95-148; s. 5, ch. 96-300; s. 25, ch. 96-321; s. 4, ch. 98-203;

s. 42, ch. 99-245; s. 17, ch. 2002-46; s. 10, ch. 2004-264; s. 1, ch. 2007-337; s. 22, ch. 2008-247.

Note.—Former s. 370.0608; s. 372.5701.

379.2202 Expenditure of funds.—Any moneys available pursuant to s. 379.2201(1)(c) may be expended by the
commission within Florida through grants and contracts for research with research institutions including but not
limited to: Florida Sea Grant; Florida Marine Resources Council; Harbour Branch Oceanographic Institute; Fish and
Wildlife Research Institute of the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission; Mote Marine Laboratory; Marine
Resources Development Foundation; Florida Institute of Oceanography; Rosentiel School of Marine and Atmospheric
Science; and Smithsonian Marine Station at Ft. Pierce.

History.—s. 10, ch. 89-270; s. 213, ch. 94-356; s. 26, ch. 96-321; s. 240, ch. 99-245; s. 18, ch. 2002-46; s. 11, ch. 2004-264; s. 23, ch. 2008-247; s. 2,

ch. 2013-235.

Note.—Former s. 370.0609; s. 372.5702.

379.2203 Disposition of fines, penalties, and forfeitures.—
(1) All moneys collected from fines, penalties, proceeds from unclaimed bonds, or forfeitures of bail of persons

convicted under this chapter shall be deposited in the fine and forfeiture fund established pursuant to s. 142.01 where
such convictions are had, except for the disposition of moneys as provided in subsection (2).

(2) All moneys collected from fines, penalties, or forfeitures of bail of persons convicted of violations of rules,
regulations, or orders of the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission concerning endangered or threatened species
or of violation of s. 379.3014, s. 379.409, or s. 379.4115 shall be remi�ed by the clerk of the court to the Department of
Revenue to be deposited in the Nongame Wildlife Trust Fund.

History.—s. 12, ch. 13644, 1929; CGL 1936 Supp. 1977(12); s. 2, ch. 61-119; s. 1, ch. 70-370; s. 3, ch. 79-217; s. 2, ch. 81-191; s. 19, ch. 94-265; s.

156, ch. 99-245; s. 4, ch. 2000-153; s. 15, ch. 2001-122; s. 66, ch. 2004-265; s. 54, ch. 2005-236; s. 24, ch. 2008-247.



Note.—Former s. 372.72.

379.2213 Management area permit revenues.—The commission shall expend the revenue generated from the sale
of the management area permit as provided for in s. 379.354(8)(g) or that pro rata portion of any license that includes
management area privileges as provided for in s. 379.354(4)(h), (i), and (j) for the lease, management, and protection of
lands for public hunting, fishing, and other outdoor recreation.

History.—ss. 1, 2, ch. 25463, 1949; s. 1, ch. 59-390; s. 1, ch. 72-337; s. 103, ch. 73-333; s. 2, ch. 76-67; s. 1, ch. 79-372; s. 2, ch. 80-180; s. 2, ch. 82-

188; s. 8, ch. 85-235; s. 10, ch. 85-324; s. 2, ch. 86-158; s. 8, ch. 91-78; s. 7, ch. 96-265; s. 162, ch. 99-13; s. 24, ch. 2002-46; s. 4, ch. 2005-45; s. 19, ch.

2006-304; s. 23, ch. 2007-223; s. 27, ch. 2008-247; s. 54, ch. 2009-86.

Note.—Former s. 372.573.

379.2222 Acquisition of state game lands.—The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, with the approval
of the Governor, may acquire, in the name of the state, lands and waters suitable for the protection and propagation of
game, fish, nongame birds, or fur-bearing animals, or for hunting purposes, game farms, by purchase, lease, gift or
otherwise to be known as state game lands. The said commission may erect such buildings and fences as may be
deemed necessary to properly maintain and protect such lands, or for propagation of game, nongame birds,
freshwater fish, or fur-bearing animals. The title of land acquired by purchase, lease, gift or otherwise, shall be
approved by the Department of Legal Affairs. The deed to such lands shall be deposited as are deeds to other state
lands. No property acquired under this section shall be exempt from state, county, or district taxation.

History.—ss. 6, 67, ch. 13644, 1929; CGL 1936 Supp. 1977(6), 1977 (67); s. 7, ch. 22858, 1945; s. 25, ch. 29615, 1955; ss. 11, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 127,

ch. 99-245; s. 28, ch. 2008-247.

Note.—Former s. 372.12.

379.2223 Control and management of state game lands.—
(1) The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission is authorized to make, adopt, promulgate, amend, repeal, and

enforce all reasonable rules and regulations necessary for the protection, control, operation, management, or
development of lands or waters owned by, leased by, or otherwise assigned to, the commission for fish or wildlife
management purposes, including, but not limited to, the right of ingress and egress. Before any such rule or regulation
is adopted, other than one relating to wild animal life, marine life, or freshwater aquatic life, the commission shall
obtain the consent and agreement, in writing, of the owner, in the case of privately owned lands or waters, or the
owner or primary custodian, in the case of public lands or waters.

(2) A person who violates a rule or regulation adopted pursuant to this section is subject to penalties as provided
in s. 379.401.

History.—s. 1, ch. 70-40; s. 306, ch. 71-136; s. 1, ch. 90-39; s. 128, ch. 99-245; s. 20, ch. 2000-197; s. 29, ch. 2008-247; s. 1, ch. 2016-107.

Note.—Former s. 372.121.

379.2224 Preserves, refuges, etc., not tax-exempt.—No property acquired by purchase, lease, gift, contract to
purchase or lease, or otherwise, under the provisions of this chapter, as state game lands, or any private lands used as
game refuges, shooting grounds, privileges, hatcheries or breeding grounds for fish, game, birds or fur-bearing
animals, except state-owned lands being used for the protection of game, fish or fur-bearing animals under the
provisions of this chapter, shall be exempt from state, county or district taxation. Any contract, lease, gift or purchase
of land for such purposes which a�empts to exempt or partially exempt such property from taxation shall be null and
void and of no effect.

History.—s. 67, ch. 13644, 1929; CGL 1936 Supp. 1977(67); s. 30, ch. 2008-247.

Note.—Former s. 372.19.

379.2225 Everglades recreational sites; definitions.—
(1) PURPOSE.—It is the intent of the Legislature to provide for the development and management of recreational

sites in the water conservation areas of the Florida Everglades when such development:



(a) Can be accomplished without endangering the water quality and quantity of supply and where environmental
impact will be minimal.

(b) Is located on the exterior fringes of the Everglades to discourage extensive uncontrolled use of the interior
regions.

(c) Is located where convenient access is possible for the millions of Floridians living in urban areas.
(d) Offers recreational potential for nature trails, bird study, picnic areas, boating, fishing, hunting, and target

shooting.
(e) Is located where proper management and law enforcement can be provided.
(2) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section:
(a) “Commission” means the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission.
(b) “Indian reservations” means lands as designated by chapter 285.
(c) “Development of recreational sites” means any improvements to existing facilities or sites and also such new

selection and improvements as are needed for the various recreational activities as herein provided.
(3) RECREATIONAL SITES.—The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission is directed to develop, manage,

and enforce laws on certain recreational sites in the water conservation areas of the Everglades from funds to be
appropriated by the Legislature.

(4) No recreational site will be developed on any Indian reservations as created by chapter 285 without first
obtaining wri�en approval for such development from the Indians of the particular reservation lands affected.

History.—ss. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, ch. 73-249; s. 1, ch. 77-174; s. 4, ch. 78-323; s. 25, ch. 83-85; s. 27, ch. 83-218; s. 15, ch. 95-146; s. 22, ch. 99-5; s. 118, ch.

99-245; s. 31, ch. 2008-247.

Note.—Former s. 372.025.

379.223 Citizen support organizations; use of state property; audit.—
(1) The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission may authorize the establishment of citizen support

organizations to provide assistance, funding, and promotional support for the programs of the commission. For
purposes of this section, the term “citizen support organization” means an organization which:

(a) Is a corporation not for profit incorporated pursuant to the provisions of chapter 617 and approved by the
Department of State.

(b) Is organized and operated to conduct programs and activities; raise funds; request and receive grants, gifts,
and bequests of money; acquire, receive, hold, invest, and administer in its own name securities, funds, or real or
personal property; and make expenditures for the benefit of the commission or an individual program unit of the
commission; except that such organization may not receive funds from the commission or the Fish and Wildlife
Research Institute by grant or gift unless specifically authorized by the Legislature. If the citizen support organization
by contract provides fiscal and administrative services to the commission for a grant or program that benefits the
commission, the organization may be reimbursed or compensated for such services by the commission if the services
are a direct benefit to the commission.

(c) The commission has determined acts in a manner that is consistent with the goals of the commission and the
best interests of the state.

(d) Is approved in writing by the commission to operate for the benefit of the commission. Such approval must be
stated in a le�er of agreement from the executive director of the commission.

(2)(a) The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission may permit a citizen support organization to use
commission property, facilities, and personnel free of charge. A citizen support organization may use commission
property, facilities, and personnel if such use is consistent with the approved purpose of that citizen support
organization and if such use does not unreasonably interfere with the general public’s use of commission property,
facilities, and personnel for established purposes.

(b) The commission may prescribe conditions upon the use by a citizen support organization of commission
property, facilities, or personnel.

(c) The commission may not permit the use of any property, facilities, or personnel of the state by a citizen support
organization that does not provide equal membership and employment opportunities to all persons regardless of race,



color, national origin, religion, sex, or age.
(3) Each citizen support organization shall provide for an annual financial audit in accordance with s. 215.981. The

identity of a donor or prospective donor to a citizen support organization who desires to remain anonymous and all
information identifying such donor or prospective donor are confidential and exempt from the provisions of s.
119.07(1) and s. 24(a), Art. I of the State Constitution. Such anonymity shall be maintained in the auditor’s report.

(4) This section is repealed October 1, 2019, unless reviewed and saved from repeal by the Legislature.
History.—s. 1, ch. 88-84; s. 111, ch. 90-360; s. 1, ch. 95-127; s. 172, ch. 96-406; s. 114, ch. 99-245; s. 107, ch. 2001-266; s. 7, ch. 2004-264; s. 32, ch.

2008-247; s. 17, ch. 2014-96; s. 4, ch. 2015-161.

Note.—Former s. 372.0215.

379.224 Memorandum of agreement relating to Fish and Wildlife Research Institute.—A memorandum of
agreement will be developed between the Department of Environmental Protection and the Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission which will detail the responsibilities of the Fish and Wildlife Research Institute to the
department, to include, at a minimum, the following services:

(1) Environmental monitoring and assessment.
(2) Restoration research and development of restoration technology.
(3) Technical support and response for oil spills, ship groundings, major marine species die-offs, hazardous spills,

and natural disasters.
History.—s. 14, ch. 99-245; s. 4, ch. 2004-264; s. 33, ch. 2008-247.

Note.—Former s. 370.06091.

379.2251 Agreements with Federal Government for the preservation of saltwater fisheries; authority of
commission.—The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission is authorized and empowered to enter into
cooperative agreements with the Federal Government or agencies thereof for the purpose of preserving saltwater
fisheries within and without state waters and for the purpose of protecting against overfishing, waste, depletion, or
any abuse whatsoever. Such authority includes the authority to enter into cooperative agreements whereby officers of
the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission are empowered to enforce federal statutes and rules pertaining to
fisheries management. When differences between state and federal laws occur, state laws shall take precedence.

History.—s. 1, ch. 83-225; s. 223, ch. 94-356; s. 244, ch. 99-245; s. 34, ch. 2008-247.

Note.—Former s. 370.103.

379.2252 Compacts and agreements; generally.—The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission may enter into
agreements of reciprocity with the fish commissioners or other departments or other proper officials of other states,
whereby the citizens of the state may be permi�ed to take or catch shrimp or prawn from the waters under the
jurisdiction of such other states, upon similar agreements to allow such nonresidents or aliens to fish for or catch
seafood products within the jurisdiction of the state regardless of residence.

History.—s. 2, ch. 28145, 1953; ss. 25, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 237, ch. 94-356; s. 252, ch. 99-245; s. 35, ch. 2008-247.

Note.—Former s. 370.18.

379.2253 Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Compact; implementing legislation.—
(1) FORM.—The Governor of this state is hereby authorized and directed to execute a compact on behalf of the

State of Florida with any one or more of the States of Maine, New Hampshire, Massachuse�s, Rhode Island,
Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia, and
with such other states as may enter into the compact, legally joining therein in the form substantially as follows:

ATLANTIC STATES MARINE FISHERIES 
COMPACT

The contracting states solemnly agree:

ARTICLE I



The purpose of this compact is to promote the be�er utilization of the fisheries, marine, shell, and anadromous, of
the Atlantic seaboard by the development of a joint program for the promotion and protection of such fisheries, and by
the prevention of the physical waste of the fisheries from any cause. It is not the purpose of this compact to authorize
the states joining herein to limit the production of fish or fish products for the purpose of establishing or fixing the
price thereof, or creating and perpetuating a monopoly.

ARTICLE II

This agreement shall become operative immediately as to those states executing it whenever any two or more of the
States of Maine, New Hampshire, Massachuse�s, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Delaware,
Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia and Florida have executed it in the form that is in
accordance with the laws of the executing state and the Congress has given its consent. Any state contiguous with any
of the aforementioned states and riparian upon waters frequented by anadromous fish, flowing into waters under the
jurisdiction of any of the aforementioned states, may become a party hereto as hereinafter provided.

ARTICLE III

Each state joining herein shall appoint three representatives to a commission hereby constituted and designated as
the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission. One shall be the executive officer of the administrative agency of
such state charged with the conservation of the fisheries resources to which this compact pertains or, if there be more
than one officer or agency, the official of that state named by the governor thereof. The second shall be a member of
the legislature of such state designated by such legislature or, in the absence of such designation, such legislator shall
be designated by the governor thereof, provided that if it is constitutionally impossible to appoint a legislator as a
commissioner from such state, the second member shall be appointed in such manner as is established by law. The
third shall be a citizen who shall have a knowledge of and interest in the marine fisheries problem to be appointed by
the governor. This commission shall be a body corporate with the powers and duties set forth herein.

ARTICLE IV

The duty of the said commission shall be to make inquiry and ascertain from time to time such methods, practices,
circumstances and conditions as may be disclosed for bringing about the conservation and the prevention of the
depletion and physical waste of the fisheries, marine, shell and anadromous, of the Atlantic seaboard. The commission
shall have power to recommend the coordination of the exercise of the police powers of the several states within their
respective jurisdictions to promote the preservation of those fisheries and their protection against overfishing, waste,
depletion or any abuse whatsoever and to assure a continuing yield from the fisheries resources of the aforementioned
states.

To that end the commission shall draft and, after consultation with the advisory commi�ee hereinafter authorized,
recommend to the governors and legislatures of the various signatory states legislation dealing with the conservation
of the marine, shell and anadromous fisheries of the Atlantic seaboard. The commission shall, more than one month
prior to any regular meeting of the legislature in any signatory state, present to the governor of the state its
recommendations relating to enactments to be made by the legislature of that state in furthering the intents and
purposes of this compact.

The commission shall consult with and advise the pertinent administrative agencies in the states party hereto with
regard to problems connected with the fisheries and recommend the adoption of such regulations as it deems
advisable.

The commission shall have power to recommend to the states party hereto the stocking of the waters of such states
with fish and fish eggs or joint stocking by some or all of the states party hereto and when two or more of the states
shall jointly stock waters the commission shall act as the coordinating agency for such stocking.



ARTICLE V

The commission shall elect from its number a chair and a vice chair and shall appoint and at its pleasure remove or
discharge such officers and employees as may be required to carry the provisions of this compact into effect and shall
fix and determine their duties, qualifications and compensation. Said commission shall adopt rules and regulations for
the conduct of its business. It may establish and maintain one or more offices for the transaction of its business and
may meet at any time or place but must meet at least once a year.

ARTICLE VI

No action shall be taken by the commission in regard to its general affairs except by the affirmative vote of a
majority of the whole number of compacting states present at any meeting. No recommendation shall be made by the
commission in regard to any species of fish except by the affirmative vote of a majority of the compacting states which
have an interest in such species. The commission shall define what shall be an interest.

ARTICLE VII

The Fish and Wildlife Service of the Department of the Interior of the Government of the United States shall act as
the primary research agency of the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission cooperating with the research
agencies in each state for that purpose. Representatives of the said Fish and Wildlife Service shall a�end the meetings
of the commission.

An advisory commi�ee to be representative of the commercial fishers and the saltwater anglers and such other
interests of each state as the commission deems advisable shall be established by the commission as soon as
practicable for the purpose of advising the commission upon such recommendations as it may desire to make.

ARTICLE VIII

When any state other than those named specifically in Article II of this compact shall become a party thereto for the
purpose of conserving its anadromous fish in accordance with the provisions of Article II the participation of such
state in the action of the commission shall be limited to such species of anadromous fish.

ARTICLE IX

Nothing in this compact shall be construed to limit the powers of any signatory state or to repeal or prevent the
enactment of any legislation or the enforcement of any requirement by any signatory state imposing additional
conditions to conserve its fisheries.

ARTICLE X

Continued absence of representation or of any representative on the commission from any state party hereto shall be
brought to the a�ention of the governor thereof.

ARTICLE XI

The states party hereto agree to make annual appropriations to the support of the commission in proportion to the
primary market value of the products of their fisheries, exclusive of cod and haddock, as recorded in the most recent
published reports of the Fish and Wildlife Service of the United States Department of the Interior, provided no state
shall contribute less than $200 per annum and the annual contribution of each state above the minimum shall be
figured to the nearest $100.

The compacting states agree to appropriate initially the annual amounts scheduled below, which amounts are
calculated in the manner set forth herein, on the basis of the catch record of 1938. Subsequent budgets shall be



recommended by a majority of the commission and the cost thereof allocated equitably among the states in accordance
with their respective interests and submi�ed to the compacting states.

Schedule of Initial Annual 
State Contributions

Maine. . . . . . . . . . $700

New Hampshire. . . . . . . . . . 200

Massachuse�s. . . . . . . . . . 2,300

Rhode Island. . . . . . . . . . 300

Connecticut. . . . . . . . . . 400

New York. . . . . . . . . . 1,300

New Jersey. . . . . . . . . . 800

Delaware. . . . . . . . . . 200

Maryland. . . . . . . . . . 700

Virginia. . . . . . . . . . 1,300

North Carolina. . . . . . . . . . 600

South Carolina. . . . . . . . . . 200

Georgia. . . . . . . . . . 200

Florida. . . . . . . . . . 1,500

ARTICLE XII

This compact shall continue in force and remain binding upon each compacting state until renounced by it.
Renunciation of this compact must be preceded by sending 6 months’ notice in writing of intention to withdraw from
the compact to the other states party hereto.

(2) COMMISSIONERS; APPOINTMENT AND REMOVAL.—In pursuance of Article III of said compact there shall
be three members (hereinafter called commissioners) of the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (hereinafter
called commission) from this state. The first commissioner from this state shall be the Executive Director of the Fish
and Wildlife Conservation Commission, ex officio, and the term of any such ex officio commissioner shall terminate at
the time he or she ceases to hold said office of Executive Director of the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission,
and his or her successor as commissioner shall be his or her successor as executive director. The second commissioner
from this state shall be a legislator appointed on a rotating basis by the President of the Senate or the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, beginning with the appointment of a member of the Senate, and the term of any such
commissioner shall terminate at the time he or she ceases to hold said legislative office. The Governor (subject to
confirmation by the Senate), shall appoint a citizen as a third commissioner who shall have a knowledge of, and
interest in, the marine fisheries problem. The term of said commissioner shall be 3 years and the commissioner shall
hold office until a successor shall be appointed and qualified. Vacancies occurring in the office of such commissioner
from any reason or cause shall be filled by appointment by the Governor (subject to confirmation by the Senate), for
the unexpired term. The Executive Director of the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission as ex officio
commissioner may delegate, from time to time, to any deputy or other subordinate in his or her department or office,



the power to be present and participate, including voting, as his or her representative or substitute at any meeting of
or hearing by or other proceeding of the commission. The terms of each of the initial three members shall begin at the
date of the appointment of the appointive commissioner, provided the said compact shall then have gone into effect in
accordance with Article II of the compact; otherwise, they shall begin upon the date upon which said compact shall
become effective in accordance with said Article II. Any commissioner may be removed from office by the Governor
upon charges and after a hearing.

(3) POWERS OF COMMISSION AND COMMISSIONERS.—There is hereby granted to the commission and the
commissioners thereof all the powers provided for in the said compact and all the powers necessary or incidental to
the carrying out of said compact in every particular. All officers of the State of Florida are hereby authorized and
directed to do all things falling within their respective provinces and jurisdiction necessary or incidental to the
carrying out of said compact in every particular; it being hereby declared to be the policy of the State of Florida to
perform and carry out the said compact and to accomplish the purposes thereof. All officers, bureaus, departments
and persons of and in the state government or administration of the State of Florida are hereby authorized and
directed at convenient times and upon request of the said commission to furnish the said commission with
information and data possessed by them or any of them and to aid said commission by loan of personnel or other
means lying within their legal rights respectively.

(4) POWERS OF COMMISSION SUPPLEMENTAL.—Any powers herein granted to the commission shall be
regarded as in aid of and supplemental to and in no case a limitation upon any of the powers vested in said
commission by other laws of the State of Florida or by the laws of the States of Maine, New Hampshire,
Massachuse�s, Connecticut, Rhode Island, New York, New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina,
South Carolina, Georgia and Florida or by the Congress or the terms of said compact.

(5) ACCOUNTS TO BE KEPT BY COMMISSION; EXAMINATION.—
(a) The commission shall keep accurate accounts of all receipts and disbursements and shall report to the

Governor and the Legislature of the State of Florida on or before the 10th day of December in each year, se�ing forth in
detail the transactions conducted by it during the 12 months preceding December 1 of that year and shall make
recommendations for any legislative action deemed by it advisable, including amendments to the statutes of the State
of Florida which may be necessary to carry out the intent and purposes of the compact between the signatory states.

(b) The Department of Financial Services is authorized and empowered from time to time to examine the accounts
and books of the commission, including its receipts, disbursements and such other items referring to its financial
standing as such department deems proper and to report the results of such examination to the governor of such state.

(6) APPROPRIATION FOR EXPENSES OF COMMISSION.—The sum of $600, annually, or so much thereof as
may be necessary, is hereby appropriated out of any moneys in the State Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the
expenses of the commission created by the compact authorized by this law. The moneys hereby appropriated shall be
paid out of the State Treasury on the audit and warrant of the Chief Financial Officer upon vouchers certified by the
chair of the commission in the manner prescribed by law.

History.—s. 2, ch. 28145, 1953; ss. 12, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 130, ch. 71-377; s. 9, ch. 77-85; s. 238, ch. 94-356; s. 998, ch. 95-148; s. 253, ch. 99-245; s. 3,

ch. 2001-272; s. 382, ch. 2003-261; s. 36, ch. 2008-247.

Note.—Former s. 370.19.

379.2254 Gulf States Marine Fisheries Compact; implementing legislation.—
(1) FORM.—The Governor of this state is hereby authorized and directed to execute the compact on behalf of the

State of Florida with any one or more of the States of Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana and Texas, and with such other
state as may enter into a compact, legal joining therein in the form substantially as follows:

GULF STATES MARINE FISHERIES 
COMPACT

The contracting states solemnly agree:

ARTICLE I



Whereas the gulf coast states have the proprietary interest in and jurisdiction over fisheries in the waters within
their respective boundaries, it is the purpose of this compact to promote the be�er utilization of the fisheries, marine,
shell and anadromous, of the seaboard of the Gulf of Mexico, by the development of a joint program for the promotion
and protection of such fisheries and the prevention of the physical waste of the fisheries from any cause.

ARTICLE II

This compact shall become operative immediately as to those states ratifying it whenever any two or more of the
States of Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana and Texas have ratified it and the Congress has given its consent
subject to article I, s. 10 of the Constitution of the United States. Any state contiguous to any of the aforementioned
states or riparian upon waters which flow into waters under the jurisdiction of any of the aforementioned states and
which are frequented by anadromous fish or marine species may become a party hereto as hereinafter provided.

ARTICLE III

Each state joining herein shall appoint three representatives to a commission hereby constituted and designated as
the Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission. One shall be the head of the administrative agency of such state charged
with the conservation of the fishery resources to which this compact pertains or, if there be more than one officer or
agency, the official of that state named by the governor thereof. The second shall be a member of the legislature of
such state designated by such legislature or in the absence of such designation, such legislator shall be designated by
the governor thereof, provided that if it is constitutionally impossible to appoint a legislator as a commissioner from
such state, the second member shall be appointed in such manner as may be established by law. The third shall be a
citizen who shall have a knowledge of and interest in the marine fisheries, to be appointed by the governor. This
commission shall be a body corporate with the powers and duties set forth herein.

ARTICLE IV

The duty of the said commission shall be to make inquiry and ascertain from time to time such methods, practices,
circumstances and conditions as may be disclosed for bringing about the conservation and the prevention of the
depletion and physical waste of the fisheries, marine, shell and anadromous, of the gulf coast. The commission shall
have power to recommend the coordination of the exercise of the police powers of the several states within their
respective jurisdiction to promote the preservation of these fisheries and their protection against overfishing, waste,
depletion or any abuse whatsoever and to assure a continuing yield from the fishery resources of the aforementioned
states.

To that end the commission shall draft and recommend to the governors and the legislatures of the various
signatory states, legislation dealing with the conservation of the marine, shell and anadromous fisheries of the gulf
seaboard. The commission shall from time to time present to the governor of each compacting state its
recommendations relating to enactments to be presented to the legislature of the state in furthering the interest and
purposes of this compact.

The commission shall consult with and advise the pertinent administrative agencies in the states party hereto with
regard to problems connected with the fisheries and recommend the adoption of such regulations as it deems
advisable.

The commission shall have power to recommend to the states party hereto the stocking of the waters of such states
with fish and fish eggs or joint stocking by some or all of the states party hereto and when two or more states shall
jointly stock waters the commission shall act as the coordinating agency for such stocking.

ARTICLE V



The commission shall elect from its number a chair and vice chair and shall appoint and at its pleasure remove or
discharge such officers and employees as may be required to carry the provisions of this compact into effect and shall
fix and determine their duties, qualifications and compensation. Said commission shall adopt rules and regulations for
the conduct of its business. It may establish and maintain one or more offices for the transaction of its business and
may meet at any time or place but must meet at least once a year.

ARTICLE VI

No action shall be taken by the commission in regard to its general affairs except by the affirmative vote of a
majority of the whole number of compacting states. No recommendation shall be made by the commission in regard to
any species of fish except by the affirmative vote of a majority of the compacting states which have an interest in such
species. The commission shall define which shall be an interest.

ARTICLE VII

The Fish and Wildlife Service of the Department of the Interior of the Government of the United States shall act as
the primary research agency of the Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission cooperating with the research agencies in
each state for that purpose. Representatives of the said fish and wildlife service shall a�end the meetings of the
commission. An advisory commi�ee to be representative of the commercial salt water fishers and the salt water
anglers and such other interests of each state as the commissioners deem advisable may be established by the
commissioners from each state for the purpose of advising those commissioners upon such recommendations as it
may desire to make.

ARTICLE VIII

When any state other than those named specifically in article II of this compact shall become a party hereto for the
purpose of conserving its anadromous fish or marine species in accordance with the provisions of article II, the
participation of such state in the action of the commission shall be limited to such species of fish.

ARTICLE IX

Nothing in this compact shall be construed to limit the powers or the proprietary interest of any signatory state or to
repeal or prevent the enactment of any legislation or the enforcement of any requirement by a signatory state
imposing additional conditions and restrictions to conserve its fisheries.

ARTICLE X

It is agreed that any two or more states party hereto may further amend this compact by acts of their respective
legislatures subject to approval of Congress as provided in article I, s. 10, of the Constitution of the United States, to
designate the Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission as a joint regulating authority for the joint regulation of
specific fisheries affecting only such states as shall be compact, and at their joint expense. The representatives of such
states shall constitute a separate section of the Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission for the exercise of the
additional powers so granted but the creation of such section shall not be deemed to deprive the states so compacting
of any of their privileges or powers in the Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission as constituted under the other
articles of this compact.

ARTICLE XI

Continued absence of representation or of any representative on the commission from any state party hereto shall be
brought to the a�ention of the governor thereof.

ARTICLE XII



The operating expenses of the Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission shall be borne by the states party hereto.
Such initial appropriations as are set forth below shall be made available yearly until modified as hereinafter
provided:

Florida. . . . . . . . . . $3,500

Alabama. . . . . . . . . . 1,000

Mississippi. . . . . . . . . . 1,000

Louisiana. . . . . . . . . . 5,000

Texas. . . . . . . . . . 2,500

Total. . . . . . . . . . $13,000

The proration and total cost per annum of $13,000, above-mentioned, is estimated only, for initial operations, and may
be changed when found necessary by the commission and approved by the legislatures of the respective states. Each
state party hereto agrees to provide in the manner most acceptable to it, the travel costs and necessary expenses of its
commissioners and other representatives to and from meetings of the commission or its duly constituted sections or
commi�ees.

ARTICLE XIII

This compact shall continue in force and remain binding upon each compacting state until renounced by act of the
legislature of such state, in such form as it may choose; provided that such renunciation shall not become effective
until 6 months after the effective date of the action taken by the legislature. Notice of such renunciation shall be given
to the other states party hereto by the secretary of state of the compacting state so renouncing upon passage of the act.

(2) MEMBERS OF COMMISSION; TERM OF OFFICE.—In pursuance of article III of said compact, there shall be
three members (hereinafter called commissioners) of the Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission (hereafter called
commission) from the State of Florida. The first commissioner from the State of Florida shall be the Executive Director
of the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, ex officio, and the term of any such ex officio commissioner shall
terminate at the time he or she ceases to hold said office of Executive Director of the Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission, and his or her successor as commissioner shall be his or her successor as executive director. The second
commissioner from the State of Florida shall be a legislator appointed on a rotating basis by the President of the Senate
or the Speaker of the House of Representatives, beginning with the appointment of a member of the House of
Representatives, and the term of any such commissioner shall terminate at the time he or she ceases to hold said
legislative office. The Governor (subject to confirmation by the Senate) shall appoint a citizen as a third commissioner
who shall have a knowledge of and interest in the marine fisheries problem. The term of said commissioner shall be 3
years and the commissioner shall hold office until a successor shall be appointed and qualified. Vacancies occurring in
the office of such commissioner from any reason or cause shall be filled by appointment by the Governor (subject to
confirmation by the Senate) for the unexpired term. The Executive Director of the Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission, as ex officio commissioner, may delegate, from time to time, to any deputy or other subordinate in his or
her department or office, the power to be present and participate, including voting, as his or her representative or
substitute at any meeting of or hearing by or other proceeding of the commission. The terms of each of the initial three
members shall begin at the date of the appointment of the appointive commissioner, provided the said compact shall
then have gone into effect in accordance with article II of the compact; otherwise they shall begin upon the date upon
which said compact shall become effective in accordance with said article II.



Any commissioner may be removed from office by the Governor upon charges and after a hearing.

(3) COMMISSION; POWERS.—There is hereby granted to the commission and the commissioners thereof all the
powers provided for in the said compact and all the powers necessary or incidental to the carrying out of said compact
in every particular. All officers of the State of Florida are hereby authorized and directed to do all things falling within
their respective provinces and jurisdiction necessary or incidental to the carrying out of said compact in every
particular; it being hereby declared to be the policy of the State of Florida to perform and carry out the said compact
and to accomplish the purposes thereof. All officers, bureaus, departments and persons of and in the state government
or administration of the State of Florida are hereby authorized and directed at convenient times and upon request of
the said commission to furnish the said commission with information and data possessed by them or any of them and
to aid said commission by loan of personnel or other means lying within their legal rights respectively.

(4) POWERS OF COMMISSION SUPPLEMENTAL.—Any powers herein granted to the commissioner shall be
regarded as in aid of and supplemental to and in no case a limitation upon any of the powers vested in said
commission by other laws of the State of Florida or by the laws of the States of Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas
and Florida or by the Congress or the terms of said compact.

(5) ACCOUNTS TO BE KEPT BY COMMISSION; EXAMINATION.—The commission shall keep accurate
accounts of all receipts and disbursements and shall report to the Governor and the Legislature of the State of Florida
on or before the 10th day of December in each year, se�ing forth in detail the transactions conducted by it during the
12 months preceding December 1 of that year and shall make recommendations for any legislative action deemed by it
advisable, including amendments to the statutes of the State of Florida which may be necessary to carry out the intent
and purposes of the compact between the signatory states.

The Department of Financial Services is authorized and empowered from time to time to examine the accounts and
books of the commission, including its receipts, disbursements and such other items referring to its financial standing
as such department deems proper and to report the results of such examination to the governor of such state.

History.—s. 2, ch. 28145, 1953; ss. 12, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 131, ch. 71-377; s. 10, ch. 77-85; s. 239, ch. 94-356; s. 999, ch. 95-148; s. 254, ch. 99-245; s.

4, ch. 2001-272; s. 383, ch. 2003-261; s. 37, ch. 2008-247.

Note.—Former s. 370.20.

379.2255 Wildlife Violator Compact Act.—The Wildlife Violator Compact is created and entered into with all
other jurisdictions legally joining therein in the form substantially as follows:

ARTICLE I

Findings and Purpose

(1) The participating states find that:

(a) Wildlife resources are managed in trust by the respective states for the benefit of all residents and visitors.

(b) The protection of the wildlife resources of a state is materially affected by the degree of compliance with state
statutes, laws, regulations, ordinances, and administrative rules relating to the management of such resources.

(c) The preservation, protection, management, and restoration of wildlife contributes immeasurably to the
aesthetic, recreational, and economic aspects of such natural resources.

(d) Wildlife resources are valuable without regard to political boundaries; therefore, every person should be
required to comply with wildlife preservation, protection, management, and restoration laws, ordinances, and
administrative rules and regulations of the participating states as a condition precedent to the continuance or issuance
of any license to hunt, fish, trap, or possess wildlife.



(e) Violation of wildlife laws interferes with the management of wildlife resources and may endanger the safety of
persons and property.

(f) The mobility of many wildlife law violators necessitates the maintenance of channels of communication among
the various states.

(g) In most instances, a person who is cited for a wildlife violation in a state other than his or her home state is:

1. Required to post collateral or a bond to secure appearance for a trial at a later date;

2. Taken into custody until the collateral or bond is posted; or

3. Taken directly to court for an immediate appearance.

(h) The purpose of the enforcement practices set forth in paragraph (g) is to ensure compliance with the terms of a
wildlife citation by the cited person who, if permi�ed to continue on his or her way after receiving the citation, could
return to his or her home state and disregard his or her duty under the terms of the citation.

(i) In most instances, a person receiving a wildlife citation in his or her home state is permi�ed to accept the
citation from the officer at the scene of the violation and immediately continue on his or her way after agreeing or
being instructed to comply with the terms of the citation.

(j) The practices described in paragraph (g) cause unnecessary inconvenience and, at times, a hardship for the
person who is unable at the time to post collateral, furnish a bond, stand trial, or pay a fine, and thus is compelled to
remain in custody until some alternative arrangement is made.

(k) The enforcement practices described in paragraph (g) consume an undue amount of time of law enforcement
agencies.

(2) It is the policy of the participating states to:

(a) Promote compliance with the statutes, laws, ordinances, regulations, and administrative rules relating to the
management of wildlife resources in their respective states.

(b) Recognize a suspension of the wildlife license privileges of any person whose license privileges have been
suspended by a participating state and treat such suspension as if it had occurred in each respective state.

(c) Allow a violator, except as provided in subsection (2) of Article III, to accept a wildlife citation and, without
delay, proceed on his or her way, whether or not the violator is a resident of the state in which the citation was issued,
if the violator’s home state is party to this compact.

(d) Report to the appropriate participating state, as provided in the compact manual, any conviction recorded
against any person whose home state was not the issuing state.

(e) Allow the home state to recognize and treat convictions recorded against its residents, which convictions
occurred in a participating state, as though they had occurred in the home state.

(f) Extend cooperation to its fullest extent among the participating states for enforcing compliance with the terms
of a wildlife citation issued in one participating state to a resident of another participating state.

(g) Maximize the effective use of law enforcement personnel and information.

(h) Assist court systems in the efficient disposition of wildlife violations.

(3) The purpose of this compact is to:



(a) Provide a means through which participating states may join in a reciprocal program to effectuate the policies
enumerated in subsection (2) in a uniform and orderly manner.

(b) Provide for the fair and impartial treatment of wildlife violators operating within participating states in
recognition of the violator’s right to due process and the sovereign status of a participating state.

ARTICLE II

Definitions

As used in this compact, the term:

(1) “Citation” means any summons, complaint, summons and complaint, ticket, penalty assessment, or other
official document issued to a person by a wildlife officer or other peace officer for a wildlife violation which contains
an order requiring the person to respond.

(2) “Collateral” means any cash or other security deposited to secure an appearance for trial in connection with the
issuance by a wildlife officer or other peace officer of a citation for a wildlife violation.

(3) “Compliance” with respect to a citation means the act of answering a citation through an appearance in a court
or tribunal, or through the payment of fines, costs, and surcharges, if any.

(4) “Conviction” means a conviction that results in suspension or revocation of a license, including any court
conviction, for any offense related to the preservation, protection, management, or restoration of wildlife which is
prohibited by state statute, law, regulation, ordinance, or administrative rule. The term also includes the forfeiture of
any bail, bond, or other security deposited to secure appearance by a person charged with having commi�ed any such
offense, the payment of a penalty assessment, a plea of nolo contendere, or the imposition of a deferred or suspended
sentence by the court.

(5) “Court” means a court of law, including magistrate’s court and the justice of the peace court.

(6) “Home state” means the state of primary residence of a person.

(7) “Issuing state” means the participating state that issues a wildlife citation to the violator.

(8) “License” means any license, permit, or other public document that conveys to the person to whom it was
issued the privilege of pursuing, possessing, or taking any wildlife regulated by statute, law, regulation, ordinance, or
administrative rule of a participating state; any privilege to obtain such license, permit, or other public document; or
any statutory exemption from the requirement to obtain such license, permit, or other public document. However,
when applied to a license, permit, or privilege issued or granted by the State of Florida, only a license or permit issued
under s. 379.354, or a privilege granted under s. 379.353, shall be considered a license.

(9) “Licensing authority” means the department or division within each participating state which is authorized by
law to issue or approve licenses or permits to hunt, fish, trap, or possess wildlife.

(10) “Participating state” means any state that enacts legislation to become a member of this wildlife compact.

(11) “Personal recognizance” means an agreement by a person made at the time of issuance of the wildlife citation
that such person will comply with the terms of the citation.

(12) “State” means any state, territory, or possession of the United States, the District of Columbia, the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the Provinces of Canada, and other countries.



(13) “Suspension” means any revocation, denial, or withdrawal of any or all license privileges, including the
privilege to apply for, purchase, or exercise the benefits conferred by any license.

(14) “Terms of the citation” means those conditions and options expressly stated upon the citation.

(15) “Wildlife” means all species of animals, including, but not limited to, mammals, birds, fish, reptiles,
amphibians, mollusks, and crustaceans, which are defined as “wildlife” and are protected or otherwise regulated by
statute, law, regulation, ordinance, or administrative rule in a participating state. Species included in the definition of
“wildlife” vary from state to state and the determination of whether a species is “wildlife” for the purposes of this
compact shall be based on local law.

(16) “Wildlife law” means any statute, law, regulation, ordinance, or administrative rule developed and enacted
for the management of wildlife resources and the uses thereof.

(17) “Wildlife officer” means any individual authorized by a participating state to issue a citation for a wildlife
violation.

(18) “Wildlife violation” means any cited violation of a statute, law, regulation, ordinance, or administrative rule
developed and enacted for the management of wildlife resources and the uses thereof.

ARTICLE III

Procedures for Issuing State

(1) When issuing a citation for a wildlife violation, a wildlife officer shall issue a citation to any person whose
primary residence is in a participating state in the same manner as though the person were a resident of the issuing
state and shall not require such person to post collateral to secure appearance, subject to the exceptions noted in
subsection (2), if the officer receives the recognizance of such person that he will comply with the terms of the citation.

(2) Personal recognizance is acceptable if not prohibited by local law; by policy, procedure, or regulation of the
issuing agency; or by the compact manual and if the violator provides adequate proof of identification to the wildlife
officer.

(3) Upon conviction or failure of a person to comply with the terms of a wildlife citation, the appropriate official
shall report the conviction or failure to comply to the licensing authority of the participating state in which the wildlife
citation was issued. The report shall be made in accordance with procedures specified by the issuing state and must
contain information as specified in the compact manual as minimum requirements for effective processing by the
home state.

(4) Upon receipt of the report of conviction or noncompliance pursuant to subsection (3), the licensing authority of
the issuing state shall transmit to the licensing authority of the home state of the violator the information in the form
and content prescribed in the compact manual.

ARTICLE IV

Procedure for Home State

(1) Upon receipt of a report from the licensing authority of the issuing state reporting the failure of a violator to
comply with the terms of a citation, the licensing authority of the home state shall notify the violator and shall initiate
a suspension action in accordance with the home state’s suspension procedures and shall suspend the violator’s
license privileges until satisfactory evidence of compliance with the terms of the wildlife citation has been furnished
by the issuing state to the home state licensing authority. Due-process safeguards shall be accorded.



(2) Upon receipt of a report of conviction from the licensing authority of the issuing state, the licensing authority of
the home state shall enter such conviction in its records and shall treat such conviction as though it occurred in the
home state for purposes of the suspension of license privileges.

(3) The licensing authority of the home state shall maintain a record of actions taken and shall make reports to
issuing states as provided in the compact manual.

ARTICLE V

Reciprocal Recognition of Suspension

(1) Each participating state may recognize the suspension of license privileges of any person by any other
participating state as though the violation resulting in the suspension had occurred in that state and would have been
the basis for suspension of license privileges in that state.

(2) Each participating state shall communicate suspension information to other participating states in the form and
content contained in the compact manual.

ARTICLE VI

Applicability of Other Laws

Except as expressly required by provisions of this compact, this compact does not affect the right of any participating
state to apply any of its laws relating to license privileges to any person or circumstance or to invalidate or prevent any
agreement or other cooperative arrangement between a participating state and a nonparticipating state concerning the
enforcement of wildlife laws.

ARTICLE VII

Compact Administrator Procedures

(1) For the purpose of administering the provisions of this compact and to serve as a governing body for the
resolution of all ma�ers relating to the operation of this compact, a board of compact administrators is established. The
board shall be composed of one representative from each of the participating states to be known as the compact
administrator. The compact administrator shall be appointed by the head of the licensing authority of each
participating state and shall serve and be subject to removal in accordance with the laws of the state he or she
represents. A compact administrator may provide for the discharge of his or her duties and the performance of his or
her functions as a board member by an alternate. An alternate is not entitled to serve unless wri�en notification of his
or her identity has been given to the board.

(2) Each member of the board of compact administrators shall be entitled to one vote. No action of the board shall
be binding unless taken at a meeting at which a majority of the total number of the board’s votes are cast in favor
thereof. Action by the board shall be only at a meeting at which a majority of the participating states are represented.

(3) The board shall elect annually from its membership a chairperson and vice chairperson.

(4) The board shall adopt bylaws not inconsistent with the provisions of this compact or the laws of a participating
state for the conduct of its business and shall have the power to amend and rescind its bylaws.

(5) The board may accept for any of its purposes and functions under this compact any and all donations and
grants of moneys, equipment, supplies, materials, and services, conditional or otherwise, from any state, the United
States, or any governmental agency, and may receive, use, and dispose of the same.



(6) The board may contract with, or accept services or personnel from, any governmental or intergovernmental
agency, individual, firm, corporation, or private nonprofit organization or institution.

(7) The board shall formulate all necessary procedures and develop uniform forms and documents for
administering the provisions of this compact. All procedures and forms adopted pursuant to board action shall be
contained in a compact manual.

ARTICLE VIII

Entry into Compact and Withdrawal

(1) This compact shall become effective at such time as it is adopted in substantially similar form by two or more
states.

(2)

(a) Entry into the compact shall be made by resolution of ratification executed by the authorized officials of the
applying state and submi�ed to the chairperson of the board.

(b) The resolution shall substantially be in the form and content as provided in the compact manual and must
include the following:

1. A citation of the authority from which the state is empowered to become a party to this compact;

2. An agreement of compliance with the terms and provisions of this compact; and

3. An agreement that compact entry is with all states participating in the compact and with all additional states
legally becoming a party to the compact.

(c) The effective date of entry shall be specified by the applying state, but may not be less than 60 days after notice
has been given by the chairperson of the board of the compact administrators or by the secretariat of the board to each
participating state that the resolution from the applying state has been received.

(3) A participating state may withdraw from participation in this compact by official wri�en notice to each
participating state, but withdrawal shall not become effective until 90 days after the notice of withdrawal is given. The
notice must be directed to the compact administrator of each member state. The withdrawal of any state does not
affect the validity of this compact as to the remaining participating states.

ARTICLE IX

Amendments to the Compact

(1) This compact may be amended from time to time. Amendments shall be presented in resolution form to the
chairperson of the board of compact administrators and shall be initiated by one or more participating states.

(2) Adoption of an amendment shall require endorsement by all participating states and shall become effective 30
days after the date of the last endorsement.

ARTICLE X

Construction and Severability

This compact shall be liberally construed so as to effectuate the purposes stated herein. The provisions of this compact
are severable and if any phrase, clause, sentence, or provision of this compact is declared to be contrary to the
constitution of any participating state or of the United States, or if the applicability thereof to any government, agency,



individual, or circumstance is held invalid, the validity of the remainder of this compact shall not be affected thereby.
If this compact is held contrary to the constitution of any participating state, the compact shall remain in full force and
effect as to the remaining states and in full force and effect as to the participating state affected as to all severable
ma�ers.

ARTICLE XI

Title

This compact shall be known as the “Wildlife Violator Compact.”

History.—s. 33, ch. 2006-304; s. 38, ch. 2008-247; s. 47, ch. 2012-5.

Note.—Former s. 372.831.

379.2256 Compact licensing and enforcement authority; administrative review.—
(1) LICENSING AND ENFORCEMENT AUTHORITY.—For purposes of this act and the interstate Wildlife

Violator Compact, the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission is the licensing authority for the State of Florida
and shall enforce the interstate Wildlife Violator Compact and shall do all things within the commission’s jurisdiction
which are necessary to effectuate the purposes and the intent of the compact. The commission may execute a
resolution of ratification to formalize the State of Florida’s entry into the compact. Upon adoption of the Wildlife
Violator Compact, the commission may adopt rules to administer the provisions of the compact.

(2) ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW.—Any action commi�ed or omi�ed by the Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission under or in the enforcement of the Wildlife Violator Compact created in s. 379.2255 is subject to review
under chapter 120.

History.—s. 34, ch. 2006-304; s. 39, ch. 2008-247.

Note.—Former s. 372.8311.

379.2257 Cooperative agreements with United States Forest Service; penalty.—The Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission is authorized and empowered:

(1) To enter into cooperative agreements with the United States Forest Service for the development of game, bird,
fish, reptile, or fur-bearing animal management and demonstration projects on and in the Osceola National Forest in
Columbia and Baker Counties, and in the Ocala National Forest in Marion, Lake, and Putnam Counties and in the
Apalachicola National Forest in Liberty County. Provided, however, that no such cooperative agreements shall
become effective in any county concerned until confirmed by the board of county commissioners of such county
expressed through appropriate resolution.

(2) In cooperation with the United States Forest Service, to make, adopt, promulgate, amend, and repeal rules and
regulations, consistent with law, for the further or be�er control of hunting, fishing, and control of wildlife in the
above National Forests or parts thereof; to shorten seasons and reduce bag limits, or shorten or close seasons on any
species of game, bird, fish, reptile, or fur-bearing animal within the limits prescribed by the Florida law, in the above
enumerated National Forests or parts thereof, when it shall find after investigation that such action is necessary to
assure the maintenance of an adequate supply of wildlife.

(3) In addition to the requirements of chapter 120, notice of the making and adoption of rules and regulations
pursuant to this section shall be given by posting the notices or copies of the rules and regulations in the offices of the
county judges and in the post offices within the area to be affected and within 10 miles thereof. In addition to the
posting of the notices, copies of the notices or rules and regulations shall be published in newspapers published at the
county seats of Baker, Columbia, Marion, Lake, Putnam, and Liberty Counties, or so many thereof as have
newspapers, once between 28 and 35 days and once between 14 and 21 days before the opening of the state hunting
season in those areas. A person who violates any rules or regulations of the commission to manage such areas under
cooperative agreements between the commission and the United States Forest Service is subject to penalties as
provided in s. 379.401.



History.—ss. 1-4, 7, 8, ch. 17939, 1937; CGL 1940 Supp. 1977(117), 8135(9-a); s. 1, ch. 23090, 1945; s. 315, ch. 71-136; s. 16, ch. 78-95; s. 158, ch.

99-245; s. 40, ch. 2008-247; s. 5, ch. 2014-136; s. 2, ch. 2016-107.

Note.—Former s. 372.74.

379.2258 Assent to provisions of Act of Congress of September 2, 1937.—
(1) The state hereby assents to the provisions of the Act of Congress entitled “An Act to provide that the United

States shall aid the States in Wildlife Restoration Projects, and for other purposes,” approved September 2, 1937 (Pub.
L. No. 415, 75th Congress), and the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission is hereby authorized, empowered,
and directed to perform such acts as may be necessary to the conduct and establishment of cooperative wildlife
restoration projects, as defined in said Act of Congress, in compliance with said act and rules and regulations
promulgated by the Secretary of Agriculture thereunder.

(2) From and after the passage of this section it shall be unlawful to divert any funds accruing to the state from
license fees paid by hunters for any purpose other than the administration of the Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission of the state.

History.—ss. 1, 2, ch. 20223, 1941; s. 161, ch. 99-245; s. 41, ch. 2008-247.

Note.—Former s. 372.77.

379.2259 Assent to federal acts.—
(1) The state hereby assents to the provisions of the Federal Aid in Fish Restoration Act of August 9, 1950, as

amended. The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission shall perform such activities as are necessary to conduct
wildlife and sportfish restoration projects, as defined in such Act of Congress and in compliance with the act and rules
adopted thereunder by the United States Department of the Interior. Furthermore, the commission shall develop and
implement programs to manage, protect, restore, and conserve marine mammals and the marine fishery and shall
develop and implement similar programs for wild animal life and freshwater aquatic life.

(2) Revenues from fees paid by hunters and sport fishers may not be diverted to purposes other than the
administration of fish and wildlife programs by the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission. Administration of
the state fish and wildlife programs includes only those functions of fish and wildlife management as are the
responsibility of and under the authority of the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission.

(3) This section shall be construed in harmony with s. 379.2258.
History.—s. 8, ch. 90-243; s. 247, ch. 94-356; s. 1004, ch. 95-148; s. 162, ch. 99-245; s. 42, ch. 2008-247.

Note.—Former s. 372.7701.

379.226 Florida Territorial Waters Act; alien-owned commercial fishing vessels; prohibited acts; enforcement.—
(1) This act may be known and cited as the “Florida Territorial Waters Act.”
(2) It is the purpose of this act to exercise and exert full sovereignty and control of the territorial waters of the state.
(3) No license shall be issued by the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission under s. 379.361, to any vessel

owned in whole or in part by any alien power, which subscribes to the doctrine of international communism, or any
subject or national thereof, who subscribes to the doctrine of international communism, or any individual who
subscribes to the doctrine of international communism, or who shall have signed a treaty of trade, friendship and
alliance or a nonaggression pact with any communist power. The commission shall grant or withhold said licenses
where other alien vessels are involved on the basis of reciprocity and retorsion, unless the nation concerned shall be
designated as a friendly ally or neutral by a formal suggestion transmi�ed to the Governor of Florida by the Secretary
of State of the United States. Upon the receipt of such suggestion licenses shall be granted under s. 379.361, without
regard to reciprocity and retorsion, to vessels of such nations.

(4) It is unlawful for any unlicensed alien vessel to take by any means whatsoever, a�empt to take, or having so
taken to possess, any natural resource of the state’s territorial waters, as such waters are described by Art. II of the
State Constitution.

(5) It is the duty of all harbormasters of the state to prevent the use of any port facility in a manner which they
reasonably suspect may assist in the violation of this act. Harbormasters shall endeavor by all reasonable means,
which may include the inspection of nautical logs, to ascertain from masters of newly arrived vessels of all types other



than warships of the United States, the presence of alien commercial fishing vessels within the territorial waters of the
state, and shall transmit such information promptly to the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission and such law
enforcement agencies of the state as the situation may indicate. Harbormasters shall request assistance from the
United States Coast Guard in appropriate cases to prevent unauthorized departure from any port facility.

(6) All licensed harbor pilots are required to promptly transmit any knowledge coming to their a�ention regarding
possible violations of this act to the harbormaster of the port or the appropriate law enforcement officials.

(7) All law enforcement agencies of the state, including but not limited to sheriffs and officers of the Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Commission, are empowered and directed to arrest the masters and crews of vessels who are
reasonably believed to be in violation of this law, and to seize and detain such vessels, their equipment and catch. Such
arresting officers shall take the offending crews or property before the court having jurisdiction of such offenses. All
such agencies are directed to request assistance from the United States Coast Guard in the enforcement of this act
when having knowledge of vessels operating in violation or probable violation of this act within their jurisdictions
when such agencies are without means to effectuate arrest and restraint of vessels and their crews.

(8) The fine or imprisonment of persons and confiscation proceedings against vessels, gear and catch prescribed
for violations of this chapter, shall be imposed for violation of this act; provided that nothing herein shall authorize the
repurchase of property for a nominal sum by the owner upon proof of lack of complicity in the violation or
undertaking.

(9) No crew member or master seeking bona fide political asylum shall be fined or imprisoned hereunder.
(10) Harbormasters and law enforcement agencies are authorized to request assistance from the Civil Air Patrol in

the surveillance of suspect vessels. Aircraft of the Florida Forest Service of the Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Services or other state or county agencies which are conveniently located and not otherwise occupied may
be similarly utilized.

History.—ss. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, ch. 63-202; ss. 14, 25, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 240, ch. 94-356; s. 255, ch. 99-245; s. 43, ch. 2008-247; s. 19, ch.

2012-7.

Note.—Former s. 370.21.

379.2271 Harmful-Algal-Bloom Task Force.—
(1) There is established a Harmful-Algal-Bloom Task Force for the purpose of determining research, monitoring,

control, and mitigation strategies for red tide and other harmful algal blooms in Florida waters. The Fish and Wildlife
Research Institute shall appoint to the task force scientists, engineers, economists, members of citizen groups, and
members of government. The task force shall determine research and monitoring priorities and control and mitigation
strategies and make recommendations to the Fish and Wildlife Research Institute for using funds as provided in this
act.

(2) The Harmful-Algal-Bloom Task Force shall:
(a) Review the status and adequacy of information for monitoring physical, chemical, biological, economic, and

public health factors affecting harmful algal blooms in Florida;
(b) Develop research and monitoring priorities for harmful algal blooms in Florida, including detection,

prediction, mitigation, and control;
(c) Develop recommendations that can be implemented by state and local governments to develop a response plan

and to predict, mitigate, and control the effects of harmful algal blooms; and
(d) Make recommendations to the Fish and Wildlife Research Institute for research, detection, monitoring,

prediction, mitigation, and control of harmful algal blooms in Florida.
History.—s. 1, ch. 99-185; s. 5, ch. 2004-264; s. 44, ch. 2008-247.

Note.—Former s. 370.06092.

379.2272 Harmful-algal-bloom program; implementation; goals; funding.—
(1)(a) The Fish and Wildlife Research Institute shall implement a program designed to increase the knowledge of

factors that control harmful algal blooms, including red tide, and to gain knowledge to be used for the early detection



of factors precipitating harmful algal blooms for accurate prediction of the extent and seriousness of harmful algal
blooms and for undertaking successful efforts to control and mitigate the effects of harmful algal blooms.

(b) The Legislature intends that this program enhance and address areas that are not adequately covered in the
cooperative federal-state program known as Ecology and Oceanography of Harmful Algal Blooms (ECOHAB-Florida),
which includes the University of South Florida, the Mote Marine Laboratory, and the Fish and Wildlife Research
Institute.

(c) The goal of this program is to enable resource managers to assess the potential for public health damage and
economic damage from a given bloom and to undertake control and mitigation efforts through the development and
application of an integrated detection and prediction network for monitoring and responding to the development and
movement of harmful algal blooms in Florida marine and estuarine waters.

(2) A financial disbursement program is created within the Fish and Wildlife Research Institute to implement the
provisions of this act. Under the program, the institute shall provide funding and technical assistance to government
agencies, research universities, coastal local governments, and organizations with scientific and technical expertise for
the purposes of harmful-algal-bloom research, economic impact study, monitoring, detection, control, and mitigation.
The program may be funded from state, federal, and private contributions.

History.—s. 2, ch. 99-185; s. 6, ch. 2004-264; s. 45, ch. 2008-247.

Note.—Former s. 370.06093.

379.2281 Jim Woodruff Dam; reciprocity agreements.—The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission of the
state is hereby authorized to enter into an agreement of the reciprocity with the game and fish commissioners or the
appropriate officials or departments of the State of Georgia and the State of Alabama relative to the taking of game
and freshwater fish from the waters of the lake created by the Jim Woodruff Dam by permi�ing reciprocal license
privileges.

History.—s. 1, ch. 57-193; s. 175, ch. 99-245; s. 46, ch. 2008-247.

Note.—Former s. 372.97.

379.2282 St. Marys River; reciprocity agreements.—The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission of the state
is hereby authorized to enter into an agreement of reciprocity with the game and fish commissioner or the appropriate
officials or departments of the State of Georgia relative to the taking of game and freshwater fish from the waters of the
St. Marys River by permi�ing reciprocal agreement license privileges.

History.—s. 1, ch. 61-523; s. 176, ch. 99-245; s. 47, ch. 2008-247.

Note.—Former s. 372.971.

379.2291 Endangered and Threatened Species Act.—
(1) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be cited as the “Florida Endangered and Threatened Species Act.”
(2) DECLARATION OF POLICY.—The Legislature recognizes that the State of Florida harbors a wide diversity of

fish and wildlife and that it is the policy of this state to conserve and wisely manage these resources, with particular
a�ention to those species defined by the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, the Department of
Environmental Protection, or the United States Department of Interior, or successor agencies, as being endangered or
threatened. As Florida has more endangered and threatened species than any other continental state, it is the intent of
the Legislature to provide for research and management to conserve and protect these species as a natural resource.

(3) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section:
(a) “Fish and wildlife” means any member of the animal kingdom, including, but not limited to, any mammal,

fish, bird, amphibian, reptile, mollusk, crustacean, arthropod, or other invertebrate.
(b) “Endangered species” means any species of fish and wildlife naturally occurring in Florida, whose prospects of

survival are in jeopardy due to modification or loss of habitat; overutilization for commercial, sporting, scientific, or
educational purposes; disease; predation; inadequacy of regulatory mechanisms; or other natural or manmade factors
affecting its continued existence.

(c) “Threatened species” means any species of fish and wildlife naturally occurring in Florida which may not be in
immediate danger of extinction, but which exists in such small populations as to become endangered if it is subjected



to increased stress as a result of further modification of its environment.
(4) INTERAGENCY COORDINATION.—
(a) The commission shall be responsible for research and management of freshwater and upland species and for

research and management of marine species.
(b) Recognizing that citizen awareness is a key element in the success of this plan, the commission and the

Department of Education are encouraged to work together to develop a public education program with emphasis on,
but not limited to, both public and private schools.

(c) The commission, in consultation with the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, the Department
of Economic Opportunity, or the Department of Transportation, may establish reduced speed zones along roads,
streets, and highways to protect endangered species or threatened species.

(5) ANNUAL REPORT.—The director of the commission shall, at least 30 days prior to each annual session of the
Legislature, transmit to the Governor and Cabinet, the President of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of
Representatives, and the chairs of the appropriate Senate and House commi�ees, a revised and updated plan for
management and conservation of endangered and threatened species, including criteria for research and management
priorities; a description of the educational program; statewide policies pertaining to protection of endangered and
threatened species; additional legislation which may be required; and the recommended level of funding for the
following year, along with a progress report and budget request.

(6) MEASURABLE BIOLOGICAL GOALS.—Measurable biological goals that define manatee recovery developed
by the commission, working in conjunction with the United States Fish and Wildlife Service, shall be used by the
commission in its development of management plans or work plans. In addition to other criteria, these measurable
biological goals shall be used by the commission when evaluating existing and proposed protection rules, and in
determining progress in achieving manatee recovery. Not later than July 1, 2005, the commission shall develop rules to
define how measurable biological goals will be used by the commission when evaluating the need for additional
manatee protection rules.

History.—ss. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, ch. 77-375; s. 4, ch. 78-323; s. 82, ch. 79-164; s. 26, ch. 83-85; s. 28, ch. 83-218; s. 1, ch. 90-170; s. 243, ch. 94-356; s.

1001, ch. 95-148; s. 47, ch. 99-245; s. 18, ch. 2000-331; s. 17, ch. 2002-264; s. 3, ch. 2004-343; s. 48, ch. 2008-247; s. 256, ch. 2011-142.

Note.—Former s. 372.072.

379.2292 Endangered and Threatened Species Reward Program.—
(1) There is established within the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission the Endangered and Threatened

Species Reward Program, to be funded from the Nongame Wildlife Trust Fund. The commission may post rewards to
persons responsible for providing information leading to the arrest and conviction of persons illegally killing or
wounding or wrongfully possessing any of the endangered and threatened species listed on the official Florida list of
such species maintained by the commission or the arrest and conviction of persons who violate s. 379.4115. Additional
funds may be provided by donations from interested individuals and organizations. The reward program is to be
administered by the commission. The commission shall establish a schedule of rewards.

(2) The commission may expend funds only for the following purposes:
(a) The payment of rewards to persons, other than law enforcement officers, commission personnel, and members

of their immediate families, for information as specified in subsection (1); or
(b) The promotion of public recognition and awareness of the Endangered and Threatened Species Reward

Program.
History.—s. 2, ch. 79-217; s. 29, ch. 83-218; s. 18, ch. 94-265; s. 49, ch. 99-245; s. 49, ch. 2008-247.

Note.—Former s. 372.073.

379.2293 Airport activities within the scope of a federally approved wildlife hazard management plan or a
federal or state permit or other authorization for depredation or harassment.—

(1) The Legislature finds and declares that the ability of airports to manage wildlife hazards in a manner consistent
with state and federal law is necessary to prevent jeopardy to human life or aircraft safety. It is the intent of the
Legislature that actions taken by airports within the scope of authorizations to manage wildlife for such purposes not



be subject to penalties, restrictions, liabilities, or sanctions and that such authorizations not be superseded by actions
of other state or local agencies.

(2) An airport authority or other entity owning or operating an airport, as defined in s. 330.27(2), is not subject to
any administrative or civil penalty, restriction, or other sanction with respect to any authorized action taken in a non-
negligent manner for the purpose of protecting human life or aircraft safety from wildlife hazards.

(3)(a) For purposes of this section, an “authorized action taken for the purpose of protecting human life or aircraft
safety from wildlife hazards” is an action authorized by or within the scope of any of the following:

1. The airport’s wildlife hazard management plan, as approved by the Federal Aviation Administration.
2. A depredation permit issued by the United States Fish and Wildlife Service.
3. A standing order of the United States Fish and Wildlife Service.
4. Rule 68A-9.010(4) or rule 68A-27.002, Florida Administrative Code, or a permit authorizing the harassment of

wildlife issued by the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission.
(b) The term “authorized action taken for the purpose of protecting human life or aircraft safety from wildlife

hazards” does not include:
1. Dredging or filling of wetlands or other surface waters or alteration of a stormwater management system, unless

authorized by and performed in compliance with a permit issued under part IV of chapter 373 or an emergency order
under chapter 373. However, such a permit or emergency order is not required prior to the activity when the airport
authority or other entity described in subsection (2) determines that an emergency condition exists which requires
immediate action to protect human life and the airport authority or other entity described in subsection (2) obtains the
appropriate permit under part IV of chapter 373 within 1 year after conducting the emergency action.

2. Trespass on lands or unauthorized interference with an easement not owned or leased by the airport authority
or other entity referred to in subsection (2).

(4) If an authorized action taken for the purpose of protecting human life or aircraft safety from wildlife hazards
as defined in subsection (3) conflicts or appears to conflict with a development permit, land development regulation,
local comprehensive plan, or other environmental or land-use law, rule, restriction, or requirement, the authorization
described in subsection (3) shall prevail.

(5) In addition to applying to the airport authority or other owner or operator of the airport, the immunities
conferred by this section also apply to any officer, employee, contractor, or employee of a contractor of the airport
authority or other owner or operator of the airport, or any member of the airport’s governing body, to the extent that
the actions of the officer, employee, contractor, contractor’s employee, or member are authorized by or within the
scope of one or more of the legal authorities described in subsection (3).

(6) Nothing in this section is intended to provide immunity from liability with respect to intentional or negligent
torts, and nothing in this section is intended to affect the waiver of sovereign immunity under s. 768.28.

History.—s. 2, ch. 2009-167.

379.23 Federal conservation of fish and wildlife; limited jurisdiction.—
(1) Consent of the State of Florida is hereby given, to the United States for acquisition of lands, waters, or lands

and waters or interests therein, for the purpose of managing, protecting and propagating fish and wildlife and for
other conservation uses in the state, providing prior notice has been given by the Federal Government to the Board of
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund, the board of county commissioners of the county where the lands
proposed for purchase are located, of such proposed action stating the specific use to be made of and the specific
location and description of such lands desired by the Federal Government for any such conservation use, and that
such plans for acquisition and use of said lands be approved by the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Trust Fund, the board of county commissioners of the county where the lands proposed for purchase are located;
provided further that nothing herein contained shall be construed to give the consent of the State of Florida to the
acquisition by the United States of lands, waters, or lands and waters, or interests therein, through exercise of the
power of eminent domain; provided further that the provisions of this act shall not apply to lands owned by the
several counties or by public corporations.



(2) The United States may exercise concurrent jurisdiction over lands so acquired and carry out the intent and
purpose of the authority except that the existing laws of Florida relating to the Department of Environmental
Protection or the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission shall prevail relating to any area under their
supervision.

History.—ss. 1, 2, ch. 61-242; s. 2, ch. 61-119; ss. 25, 27, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 248, ch. 94-356; s. 163, ch. 99-245; s. 50, ch. 2008-247.

Note.—Former s. 372.771.

379.231 Regulation of nonnative animals.—
(1) It is unlawful to import for sale or use, or to release within this state, any species of the animal kingdom not

native to Florida unless authorized by the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission.
(2) A person in violation of this section commits a Level Three violation under s. 379.4015.
History.—s. 1, ch. 70-145; s. 308, ch. 71-136; s. 2, ch. 71-294; s. 2, ch. 80-129; s. 131, ch. 99-245; s. 23, ch. 2006-304; s. 51, ch. 2008-247; s. 1, ch.

2010-185.

Note.—Former s. 372.265.

379.2311 Nonnative animal management.—
(1) As used in this section, the term “priority invasive species” means the following:
(a) Lizards of the genus Tupinambis, also known as tegu lizards;
(b) Species identified in s. 379.372(2)(a);
(c) Pterois volitans, also known as red lionfish; and
(d) Pterois miles, also known as the common lionfish or devil firefish.
(2) The Legislature finds that priority invasive species continue to expand their range and to decimate the fauna

and flora of the Everglades and other natural areas and ecosystems in the southern and central parts of the state at an
accelerating rate. Therefore, the commission shall establish a pilot program to mitigate the impact of priority invasive
species on the public lands or waters of this state.

(a) The goal of the pilot program is to examine the benefits of using strategically deployed, trained private
contractors to slow the advance of priority invasive species, contain their populations, and eradicate them from this
state.

(b) In implementing the pilot program, the commission may enter into contracts in accordance with chapter 287
with entities or individuals to capture or destroy animals belonging to priority invasive species found on public lands
or in the waters of this state. Any private contracted work to be performed on public land or in the waters of the state
not owned or managed by the commission must have the consent of the owner.

(c) The commission shall ensure that all captures and disposals of animals that belong to these priority invasive
species are documented and photographed and that the geographic location of the take is recorded for research
purposes. The commission shall direct the disposal of all animals captured and not destroyed in removal efforts.

(d) The commission shall submit a report of findings and recommendations regarding its implementation of the
pilot program to the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives by
January 1, 2021.

History.—s. 1, ch. 2018-82.

379.232 Water bo�oms.—
(1) OWNERSHIP.—All beds and bo�oms of navigable rivers, bayous, lagoons, lakes, bays, sounds, inlets, oceans,

gulfs and other bodies of water within the jurisdiction of Florida shall be the property of the state except such as may
be held under some grant or alienation heretofore made. No grant, sale or conveyance of any water bo�om, except
conditional leases and dispositions hereinafter provided for, shall hereafter be made by the state, the Board of Trustees
of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund, the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, or any other official
or political corporation. Persons who have received, or may hereafter receive permits to do business in this state, with
their factories, shucking plants and shipping depots located in this state, may enjoy the right of fishing for oysters and
clams from the natural reefs and bedding oysters and clams on leased bedding grounds, and shall have the right to
employ such boats, vessels, or labor and assistants as they may need. Provided that no oysters shall be transported



unshucked and in the shells, out of the state, except for use in what is commonly known as the “half-shell trade.”
When the oyster meats have been separated from the shells it shall be permissible to ship the meats out of the state for
further processing and for canning or packing. It shall be unlawful to transport oysters out of the state, unshucked and
in the shells, for processing or packing.

(2) CONTROL.—The Department of Environmental Protection has exclusive power and control over all water
bo�oms, not held under some grant or alienation heretofore made, including such as may revert to the state by
cancellation or otherwise, and may lease the same to any person irrespective of residence or citizenship, upon such
terms, conditions and restrictions as said division may elect to impose, without limitation as to area to any one person,
for the purpose of granting exclusive right to plant oysters or clams thereon and for the purpose of fishing, taking,
catching, bedding and raising oysters, clams and other shellfish. No such lessee shall re-lease, sublease, sell or transfer
any such water bo�om or property; provided, that nothing herein contained shall be construed as giving said
department authority to lease sponge beds.

(3) FEES FOR BOTTOM LEASES, ETC.—The department shall charge and receive a fee of $2 for each lease
granted, and in all other cases, not specifically provided by this chapter, the same fees as are allowed clerks of the
circuit court for like services. All fees shall be paid by the party served.

(4) CONFIRMATION OF FORMER GRANTS; PROVISO.—All grants prior to June 1, 1913, made in pursuance of
heretofore existing laws, where the person receiving such grant, the person’s heirs or assigns, have bona fide complied
with the requirements of said law, are hereby confirmed; provided, that if any material or natural oyster or clam reefs
or beds on such granted premises are 100 square yards in area and contained natural oysters and clams (coon oysters
not included) in sufficient quantity to have been resorted to by the general public for the purpose of gathering oysters
or clams to sell for a livelihood, at the time they were planted by such grantee, his or her heirs or assigns, such reefs or
beds are declared to be the property of the state; and when such beds or reefs exist within the territory heretofore
granted as above set forth, or that may hereafter be leased, such grantee or lessee shall mark the boundaries of such
oyster and clam reefs or beds as may be designated by the department as natural oyster or clam reefs or beds, clearly
defining the boundaries of the same, and shall post notice or other device, as shall be required by the department,
giving notice to the public that such oyster or clam beds or reefs are the property of the state, which said notice shall
be maintained from September 1 to June 1 of each and every year, on each oyster bed or reef and on each clam bed for
such period of each year as the board may direct, at the expense of the grantee or lessee. The department shall
investigate all grants heretofore made, and where, in its opinion, the lessee or grantee has not bona fide complied with
the law under which he or she received his or her grant or lease, and the department is authorized and required to
institute legal proceedings to vacate the same, in order to use such lands for the benefit of the public, subject to the
same dispositions as other bo�oms.

History.—ss. 2, 3, ch. 28145, 1953; s. 1, ch. 29941, 1955; ss. 14, 25, 27, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 202, ch. 94-356; s. 982, ch. 95-148; s. 238, ch. 99-245; s. 52,

ch. 2008-247.

Note.—Former s. 370.03.

379.233 Release of balloons.—
(1) The Legislature finds that the release into the atmosphere of large numbers of balloons inflated with lighter-

than-air gases poses a danger and nuisance to the environment, particularly to wildlife and marine animals.
(2) It is unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to intentionally release, organize the release, or intentionally

cause to be released within a 24-hour period 10 or more balloons inflated with a gas that is lighter than air except for:
(a) Balloons released by a person on behalf of a governmental agency or pursuant to a governmental contract for

scientific or meteorological purposes;
(b) Hot air balloons that are recovered after launching;
(c) Balloons released indoors; or
(d) Balloons that are either biodegradable or photodegradable, as determined by rule of the Fish and Wildlife

Conservation Commission, and which are closed by a hand-tied knot in the stem of the balloon without string, ribbon,
or other a�achments. In the event that any balloons are released pursuant to the exemption established in this
paragraph, the party responsible for the release shall make available to any law enforcement officer evidence of the



biodegradability or photodegradability of said balloons in the form of a certificate executed by the manufacturer.
Failure to provide said evidence shall be prima facie evidence of a violation of this act.

(3) Any person who violates subsection (2) is guilty of a noncriminal infraction, punishable by a fine of $250.
(4) Any person may petition the circuit court to enjoin the release of 10 or more balloons if that person is a citizen

of the county in which the balloons are to be released.
History.—s. 1, ch. 89-113; s. 186, ch. 99-245; s. 53, ch. 2008-247.

Note.—Former s. 372.995.

379.2341 Publications by the commission.—The commission is given authority, from time to time in its discretion,
to cause the statutory laws under its jurisdiction, together with any rules promulgated by it, to be published in
pamphlet form for free distribution in this state. The commission is authorized to make charges for technical and
educational publications and mimeographed material of use for educational or reference purposes. Such charges shall
be made at the discretion of the commission. Such charges may be sufficient to cover cost of preparation, printing,
publishing, and distribution. All moneys received for publications shall be deposited into the fund from which the cost
of the publication was paid. The commission is further authorized to enter into agreements with persons, firms,
corporations, governmental agencies, and other institutions whereby publications may be exchanged reciprocally in
lieu of payments for said publications.

History.—s. 2, ch. 61-231; s. 220, ch. 81-259; s. 11, ch. 90-310; s. 2, ch. 98-227; s. 95, ch. 99-245; s. 1, ch. 2002-264; s. 54, ch. 2008-247.

Note.—Former s. 370.021(7).

379.2342 Private publication agreements; advertising; costs of production.—
(1) The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission may enter into agreements to secure the private publication of

public information brochures, pamphlets, audiotapes, videotapes, and related materials for distribution without
charge to the public and, in furtherance thereof, is authorized to:

(a) Enter into agreements with private vendors for the publication or production of such public information
materials, whereby the costs of publication or production will be borne in whole or in part by the vendor or the vendor
shall provide additional compensation in return for the right of the vendor to select, sell, and place advertising which
publicizes products or services related to and harmonious with the subject ma�er of the publication.

(b) Retain the right, by agreement, to approve all elements of any advertising placed in such public information
materials, including the form and content thereof.

(2) Any public information materials produced pursuant to this section and containing advertising of any kind
shall include a statement providing that the inclusion of advertising in such material does not constitute an
endorsement by the state or commission of the products or services so advertised.

(3) The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission may enter into agreements with private vendors for vendor
advertisement for the purpose of offse�ing expenses relating to license issuance, and, in furtherance thereof, is
authorized to:

(a) Retain the right, by agreement, to approve all elements of such advertising, including the form or content.
(b) Require that any advertising of any kind contracted pursuant to this section shall include a statement

providing that the advertising does not constitute an endorsement by the state or commission of the products or
services to be so advertised.

(4) The commission shall collect, edit, publish, and print pamphlets, papers, manuscripts, documents, books,
monographs, and other materials relating to fish and wildlife conservation and may establish and impose a reasonable
charge for such materials to cover costs of production and distribution in whole or part and may contract for the
marketing, sale, and distribution of such publications and materials; except that no charge shall be imposed for
materials designed to provide the public with essential information concerning fish and wildlife regulations and
ma�ers of public safety.

(5) The commission shall provide services and information designed to inform Floridians and visitors about
Florida’s unique and diverse fish, game, and wildlife, and make it available by means of commonly used media. For
the accomplishment of those purposes, the commission may make expenditures to:



(a) Encourage and cooperate with public and private organizations or groups to publicize to residents and visitors
the diversity of fish, game, and wildlife, and related recreation opportunities of the state, including the establishment
of and expenditure for a program of cooperative advertising or sponsorships, or partnerships with the public and
private organizations and groups in accordance with rules adopted by the commission under chapter 120.

(b) Charge and collect a reasonable fee for researching or compiling information or other services which, in its
judgment, should not be free to those requesting the information, research, handling, material, publication, or other
services. Any amounts of money received by the commission from such sources shall be restored to the appropriations
of the commission, and any unexpended funds shall be deposited into the State Game Trust Fund and made available
to the commission for use in performing its duties, powers, and purposes.

(c) Charge and collect registration fees at conferences, seminars, and other meetings conducted in furtherance of
the duties, powers, and purposes of the commission. Any funds collected under this paragraph which remain
unexpended after the expenses of the conference, seminar, or meeting have been paid shall be deposited into the State
Game Trust Fund and made available to the commission for use in performing its duties, powers, and purposes.

(d) Purchase and distribute promotional items to increase public awareness regarding boating safety and other
programs that promote public safety or resource conservation.

(6) Notwithstanding the provisions of part I of chapter 287, the commission may adopt rules for the purpose of
entering into contracts that are primarily for promotional and advertising services and promotional events which may
include the authority to negotiate costs with offerors of such services and commodities who have been determined to
be qualified on the basis of technical merit, creative ability, and professional competency.

History.—s. 1, ch. 89-187; s. 1, ch. 96-265; s. 11, ch. 96-300; s. 2, ch. 97-217; s. 115, ch. 99-245; s. 2, ch. 2003-151; s. 8, ch. 2004-264; s. 55, ch. 2008-

247; s. 3, ch. 2012-95.

Note.—Former s. 372.0222.

379.2351 Land-based commercial and recreational fishing activities; legislative findings and purpose;
definitions; legal protection; local ordinances; prohibited activity.—

(1) LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS AND PURPOSE.—The Legislature finds that commercial and recreational fishing
constitute activities of statewide importance and that the continuation of commercial and recreational fishing will
benefit the health and welfare of the people of this state. The Legislature further finds that commercial and recreational
fishing operations conducted in developing and urbanizing areas are potentially subject to curtailment as a result of
local government zoning and nuisance ordinances which may unreasonably force the closure of productive
commercial and recreational fishing operations. It is the purpose of this act to prevent the curtailment or abolishment
of commercial and recreational fishing operations solely because the area in which they are located has changed in
character or the operations are displeasing to neighboring residents.

(2) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this act, “commercial fishing operation” means any type of activity conducted on
land, requiring the location or storage of commercial fishing equipment such as fishing vessels, fishing gear, docks,
piers, loading areas, landing areas, and cold storage facilities, including any activity necessary to prepare finfish or
shellfish for refrigeration. This definition does not include operations with the sole or primary function of processing
seafood.

(3) LEGAL PROTECTION OF COMMERCIAL AND RECREATIONAL FISHING OPERATIONS.—No commercial
or recreational fishing operation shall be declared a public or private nuisance solely because of a change in ownership
or a change in the character of the property in or around the locality of the operation.

(4) LOCAL ORDINANCE.—No local governing authority shall adopt any ordinance that declares any commercial
or recreational fishing operation to be a nuisance solely because it is a commercial or recreational fishing operation, or
any zoning ordinance that unreasonably forces the closure of any commercial or recreational fishing operation.
Nothing in this act shall prevent a local government from regulating commercial and recreational fishing operations,
including by requiring the use of methods, structures, or appliances where such use will prevent, ameliorate, or
remove conditions which create or may create a nuisance or, pursuant to the applicable local zoning code, by declaring
a commercial or recreational fishing operation to be a nonconforming use.



(5) WHEN EXPANSION OF OPERATION NOT PERMITTED.—This act shall not be construed to permit an
existing commercial or recreational fishing operation to change to a larger operation with regard to emi�ing more
noise or odor, where such change violates local ordinances or regulations or creates a nuisance.

History.—s. 3, ch. 89-273; s. 56, ch. 2008-247.

Note.—Former s. 370.1103.

379.2352 State employment; priority consideration for qualified displaced employees of the saltwater fishing
industry.—All state agencies must give priority consideration to any job applicant who is able to document the loss of
full-time employment in the commercial saltwater fishing industry as a result of the adoption of the constitutional
amendment limiting the use of nets to harvest marine species, provided the applicant meets the minimum
requirements for the position sought.

History.—s. 5, ch. 95-414; s. 57, ch. 2008-247.

Note.—Former s. 370.27.

379.236 Retention, destruction, and reproduction of commission records.—Records and documents of the
commission created in compliance with and in the implementation of this chapter or former chapter 370, former
chapter 371, or former chapter 372 shall be retained by the commission as specified in record retention schedules
established under the general provisions of chapters 119 and 257. Such records retained by the Department of
Environmental Protection on July 1, 1999, shall be transferred to the commission. Further, the commission is
authorized to:

(1) Destroy, or otherwise dispose of, those records and documents in conformity with the approved retention
schedules.

(2) Photograph, microphotograph, or reproduce such records and documents on film, as authorized and directed
by the approved retention schedules, whereby each page will be exposed in exact conformity with the original records
and documents retained in compliance with the provisions of this section. Photographs or microphotographs in the
form of film or print of any records, made in compliance with the provisions of this section, shall have the same force
and effect as the originals thereof would have and shall be treated as originals for the purpose of their admissibility in
evidence. Duly certified or authenticated reproductions of such photographs or microphotographs shall be admi�ed in
evidence equally with the original photographs or microphotographs. The impression of the seal of the commission on
a certificate made pursuant to the provisions hereof and signed by the executive director of the commission shall
entitle the same to be received in evidence in all courts and in all proceedings in this state and shall be prima facie
evidence of all factual ma�ers set forth in the certificate. A certificate may relate to one or more records, as set forth in
the certificate, or in a schedule continued on an a�achment to the certificate.

(3) Furnish certified copies of such records for a fee of $1 which shall be deposited in the Marine Resources
Conservation Trust Fund.

History.—s. 2, ch. 61-231; s. 1, ch. 80-356; s. 86, ch. 91-221; s. 197, ch. 94-356; s. 2, ch. 98-227; s. 95, ch. 99-245; s. 1, ch. 2002-264; s. 59, ch. 2008-

247.

Note.—Former s. 370.021(9).

379.237 Courts of equity may enjoin.—Courts of equity in this state have jurisdiction to enforce the conservation
laws of this state by injunction.

History.—s. 2, ch. 61-231; s. 2, ch. 98-227; s. 95, ch. 99-245; s. 1, ch. 2002-264; s. 60, ch. 2008-247.

Note.—Former s. 370.021(10).
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