
379.295 Use of explosives and other substances or force prohibited.—A person may not throw or place, or cause
to be thrown or placed, any dynamite, lyddite, gunpowder, cannon cracker, acids, filtration discharge, debris from
mines, Indian berries, sawdust, green walnuts, walnut leaves, creosote, oil, or other explosives or deleterious substance
or force into the fresh waters of this state whereby fish therein are or may be injured. Nothing in this section may be
construed as preventing the release of water slightly discolored by mining operations or water escaping from such
operations as the result of providential causes. A person who violates this section commits a Level Two violation
under s. 379.401.

History.—s. 29, ch. 13644, 1929; CGL 1936 Supp. 1977(29); s. 6, ch. 2016-107.

Note.—Former s. 372.75.

PART IV
WILD ANIMAL LIFE

379.3001 No net loss of hunting lands.
379.3002 J. W. Corbe� and Cecil M. Webb Wildlife Management Areas.
379.3003 Required clothing for persons hunting deer.
379.3004 Voluntary Authorized Hunter Identification Program.
379.3012 Alligator management program implementation; commission authority.
379.3014 Unlawful sale, possession, or transporting of alligators or alligator skins.
379.3015 Prima facie evidence of intent to violate laws protecting alligators.
379.302 Private game preserves and farms; regulations; penalties.
379.303 Classification of wildlife; seizure of captive wildlife.
379.304 Exhibition or sale of wildlife.
379.305 Rules and regulations; penalties.

379.3001 No net loss of hunting lands.—
(1) As used in this section, the term:
(a) “Commission” means the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission.
(b) “Commission-managed lands” means those lands owned by the commission, those lands owned by the state

over which the commission holds management authority, or those privately owned lands that are leased or managed
by the commission.

(c) “Hunting” means the lawful pursuit, trapping, shooting, capture, collection, or killing of wildlife or the lawful
a�empt to pursue, trap, shoot, capture, collect, or kill wildlife.

(2) Commission-managed lands shall be open to access and use for hunting except as limited by the commission
for reasons of public safety, fish or wildlife management, or homeland security or as otherwise limited by law.

(3) The commission, in exercising its authority under the State Constitution and statutes, shall exercise its
authority, consistent with subsection (2), in a manner that supports, promotes, and enhances hunting opportunities to
the extent authorized by state law.

(4) Commission land management decisions and actions, including decisions made by private owners to close
hunting land managed by the commission, shall not result in any net loss of habitat land acreage available for hunting
opportunities on commission-managed lands that exists on the effective date of this act. The commission shall
expeditiously find replacement acreage for hunting to compensate for closures of any existing hunting land.
Replacement lands shall, to the greatest extent possible, be located within the same administrative region of the
commission and shall be consistent with the hunting discipline that the commission allowed on the closed land.

(5) Any state agency or water management district that owns or manages lands shall assist and coordinate and
cooperate with the commission to allow hunting on such lands if such lands are determined by the commission to be
suitable for hunting. To ensure no net loss of land acreage available for hunting, state agencies and water management
districts shall cooperate with the commission to open new, additional hunting lands to replace lost hunting acreage.
However, lands officially designated as units within the state park system may not be considered for replacement
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hunting lands and may only be opened for hunting when necessary as a wildlife control or management tool as
determined by the Division of Recreation and Parks in the Department of Environmental Protection.

(6) By October 1 of each year, the executive director of the commission shall submit to the Legislature a wri�en
report describing:

(a) The acreage managed by the commission that was closed to hunting during the previous fiscal year and the
reasons for the closures.

(b) The acreage managed by the commission that was opened to hunting to compensate for closures of existing
land pursuant to subsection (4).

(7) By October 1 of each year, any state agency or water management district that owns or manages lands shall
submit a wri�en report to the commission and the Legislature that includes:

(a) A list of properties that were open for hunting during the previous fiscal year.
(b) A list of properties that were not open for hunting during the previous fiscal year.
(c) The acreage for each property and the county where each property is located, except for right-of-way lands and

parcels under 50 acres.
History.—s. 1, ch. 2006-98; s. 94, ch. 2008-247.

Note.—Former s. 372.0025.

379.3002 J. W. Corbe� and Cecil M. Webb Wildlife Management Areas.—
(1) The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission of this state is neither authorized nor empowered to do the

following as to the J. W. Corbe� Wildlife Management Area in Palm Beach County or the Cecil M. Webb Wildlife
Management Area without the approval of the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund that such
action is in the best interest of orderly and economical development of said area, viz.:

(a) To trade, barter, lease, or exchange lands therein for lands of greater acreage contiguous to said wildlife
management areas.

(b) To grant easements for construction and maintenance of roads, railroads, canals, ditches, dikes, and utilities,
including but not limited to telephone, telegraph, oil, gas, electric power, water, and sewers.

(c) To convey or release all rights in and to the phosphate, minerals, metals, and petroleum that is or may be in, on
or under any lands traded, bartered, leased, or exchanged pursuant to paragraph (a).

(2) The Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund and the State Board of Education and all and
every board, state department or state agency of the state having any title, right and interest in or to the land including
oil and mineral rights in the lands to be traded, bartered, leased or exchanged within the J. W. Corbe� Wildlife
Management Area in Palm Beach County, is authorized and empowered to convey this interest of whatsoever nature
to the record owner.

(3) Moneys received from the sale of lands within either wildlife management area, less reasonable expenses
incident to the sale, shall be used by the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission to acquire acreage contiguous to
the wildlife management area or lands of equal wildlife value. The sale shall be made directly to the state,
notwithstanding the procedures of s. 270.08 to the contrary.

History.—ss. 1, 2, ch. 31410, 1956; ss. 27, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 1, ch. 70-60; s. 1, ch. 75-304; s. 159, ch. 99-13; s. 117, ch. 99-245; s. 95, ch. 2008-247.

Note.—Former s. 372.023.

379.3003 Required clothing for persons hunting deer.—It is a Level One violation under s. 379.401 for any person
to hunt deer, or for any person to accompany another person hunting deer, during the open season for the taking of
deer on public lands unless each person shall wear a total of at least 500 square inches of daylight fluorescent orange
material as an outer garment. Such clothing shall be worn above the waistline and may include a head covering. The
provisions of this section shall not apply to any person hunting deer with a bow and arrow during seasons restricted
to hunting with a bow and arrow.

History.—s. 1, ch. 86-136; s. 1, ch. 87-53; s. 28, ch. 2006-304; s. 96, ch. 2008-247.

Note.—Former s. 372.988.

379.3004 Voluntary Authorized Hunter Identification Program.—



(1) There is created the “Voluntary Authorized Hunter Identification Program” to assist landowners and law
enforcement officials in be�er controlling trespass and illegal or unauthorized hunting. Landowners wishing to
participate in the program shall:

(a) Annually notify the sheriff’s office in the county in which the land is situated and the respective area
supervisor of the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission by le�er of their desire to participate in the program,
and provide a description of their property which they wish to have in the program by township, range, section,
partial section, or other geographical description.

(b) Provide a means of identifying authorized hunters as provided in subsection (2).
(2) Any person hunting on private land enrolled in the Voluntary Authorized Hunter Identification Program shall

have readily available on the land at all times when hunting on the property wri�en authorization from the owner or
his or her authorized representative to be on the land for the purpose of hunting. The wri�en authorization shall be
presented on demand to any law enforcement officer, the owner, or the authorized agent of the owner.

(a) For purposes of this section, the term “hunting” means to be engaged in or reasonably equipped to engage in
the pursuit or taking by any means of any animal described in s. 379.101(19) or (20), and the term “wri�en
authorization” means a card, le�er, or other wri�en instrument which shall include, but need not be limited to, the
name of the person or entity owning the property, the name and signature of the person granting the authorization, a
description by township, range, section, partial section, or other geographical description of the land to which the
authorization applies, and a statement of the time period during which the authorization is valid.

(b) Failure by any person hunting on private land enrolled in the program to present wri�en authorization to hunt
on said land to any law enforcement officer or the owner or representative thereof within 7 days of demand shall be
prima facie evidence of violation of s. 810.09(2)(c), punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084.
However, such evidence may be contradicted or rebu�ed by other evidence.

History.—s. 2, ch. 97-201; s. 155, ch. 99-245; s. 30, ch. 2002-46; s. 97, ch. 2008-247.

Note.—Former s. 372.7016.

379.3012 Alligator management program implementation; commission authority.—The powers and duties of the
commission to implement the alligator management program do not supersede the regulatory authority or lawful
responsibility of the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, the Department of Health, or any local
governmental entity regarding the processing or handling of food products, but are supplemental thereto.

History.—s. 3, ch. 87-199; s. 17, ch. 98-333; s. 66, ch. 99-8; s. 148, ch. 99-245; s. 7, ch. 99-397; s. 99, ch. 2008-247; s. 5, ch. 2015-161.

Note.—Former s. 372.6672.

379.3014 Unlawful sale, possession, or transporting of alligators or alligator skins.—Whenever the sale,
possession, or transporting of alligators or alligator skins is prohibited by any law of this state, or by the rules,
regulations, or orders of the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission adopted pursuant to s. 9, Art. IV of the State
Constitution, the sale, possession, or transporting of alligators or alligator skins is a Level Three violation under s.
379.401.

History.—s. 1, ch. 65-160; s. 7, ch. 69-216; s. 311, ch. 71-136; s. 30, ch. 83-216; s. 143, ch. 99-245; s. 25, ch. 2006-304; s. 101, ch. 2008-247.

Note.—Former s. 372.662.

379.3015 Prima facie evidence of intent to violate laws protecting alligators.—Except as otherwise provided by
rule of the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission for the purpose of the limited collection of alligators in
designated areas, the display or use of a light in a place where alligators might be known to inhabit in a manner
capable of disclosing the presence of alligators, together with the possession of firearms, spear guns, gigs, and
harpoons customarily used for the taking of alligators, during the period between 1 hour after sunset and 1 hour
before sunrise shall be prima facie evidence of an intent to violate the provisions of law regarding the protection of
alligators.

History.—s. 1, ch. 70-2; s. 1, ch. 87-199; s. 145, ch. 99-245; s. 102, ch. 2008-247.

Note.—Former s. 372.664.



379.302 Private game preserves and farms; regulations; penalties.—
(1) Any person owning land in this state may establish, maintain, and operate within the boundaries thereof, a

private preserve and farm, not exceeding an area of 640 acres, for the protection, preservation, propagation, rearing,
and production of game birds and animals for private and commercial purposes, provided that no two game preserves
shall join each other or be connected.

(2) All private game preserves or farms established under the provisions of this section shall be fenced in such
manner that domestic game thereon may not escape and wild game on surrounding lands may not enter and shall be
subject at any time to inspection by the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, or its conservation officers. Such
private preserve or farm shall be equipped and operated in such manner as to provide sufficient food and humane
treatment for the game kept thereon. Game reared or produced on private game preserves and farms shall be
considered domestic game and private property and may be sold or disposed of as such and shall be the subject of
larceny. Live game may be purchased, sold, shipped, and transported for propagation and restocking purposes only at
any time. Such game may be sold for food purposes only during the open season provided by law for such game. All
game killed must be killed on the premises of such private game preserve or farm and must be killed by means other
than shooting, except during the open season. All domestic game sold for food purposes must be marked or tagged in
a manner prescribed by the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission; and the owner or operator of such private
game preserve or farm shall report to the said commission, on blanks to be furnished by it, each sale or shipment of
domestic game, such reports showing the quantity and kind of game shipped or sold and to whom sold. Such report
shall be made not later than 5 days following such sale or shipment. Game reared or produced as aforesaid may be
served as such by hotels, restaurants, or other public eating places during the open season provided by law on such
particular species of game, under such regulations as the commission may prescribe.

(3) It is unlawful for any common carrier to knowingly transport or receive for transportation any domestic game
unless the package or container containing such shipment has a�ached thereto a permit for such shipment and such
package or container shall be marked on the outside showing quantity and kind of game enclosed.

(4) Any person violating this section for the first offense commits a misdemeanor of the second degree, punishable
as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083, and for a second or subsequent offense commits a misdemeanor of the first
degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083. Any person convicted of violating this section shall forfeit to
the commission any license issued under s. 379.3711; and no further license shall be issued to such person for a period
of 1 year following such conviction.

History.—s. 70-A, ch. 13644, 1929; ss. 1-9, ch. 14515, 1929; CGL 1936 Supp. 1901(5)-(15), 1977(71); s. 307, ch. 71-136; s. 223, ch. 81-259; s. 129,

ch. 99-245; s. 11, ch. 2002-46; s. 4, ch. 2003-151; s. 105, ch. 2008-247.

Note.—Former s. 372.16.

379.303 Classification of wildlife; seizure of captive wildlife.—
(1) The commission shall promulgate rules defining Class I, Class II, and Class III types of wildlife. The

commission shall also establish rules and requirements necessary to ensure that permits are granted only to persons
qualified to possess and care properly for wildlife and that permi�ed wildlife possessed as personal pets will be
maintained in sanitary surroundings and appropriate neighborhoods.

(2) In instances where wildlife is seized or taken into custody by the commission, said owner or possessor of such
wildlife shall be responsible for payment of all expenses relative to the capture, transport, boarding, veterinary care, or
other costs associated with or incurred due to seizure or custody of wildlife. Such expenses shall be paid by said
owner or possessor upon any conviction or finding of guilt of a criminal or noncriminal violation, regardless of
adjudication or plea entered, of any provision of chapter 828 or this chapter, or rule of the commission or if such
violation is disposed of under s. 921.187. Failure to pay such expense may be grounds for revocation or denial of
permits to such individual to possess wildlife.

History.—s. 1, ch. 74-309; s. 6, ch. 98-333; s. 34, ch. 2002-46; s. 106, ch. 2008-247.

Note.—Former s. 372.922(3), (4).

379.304 Exhibition or sale of wildlife.—



(1) Permits issued pursuant to s. 379.3761 and places where wildlife is kept or held in captivity shall be subject to
inspection by officers of the commission at all times. The commission shall have the power to release or confiscate any
specimens of any wildlife, specifically birds, mammals, amphibians, or reptiles, whether native to the state or not,
when it is found that conditions under which they are being confined are unsanitary, or unsafe to the public in any
manner, or that the species of wildlife are being maltreated, mistreated, or neglected or kept in any manner contrary to
the provisions of chapter 828, any such permit to the contrary notwithstanding. Before any such wildlife is confiscated
or released under the authority of this section, the owner thereof shall have been advised in writing of the existence of
such unsatisfactory conditions; the owner shall have been given 30 days in which to correct such conditions; the owner
shall have failed to correct such conditions; the owner shall have had an opportunity for a proceeding pursuant to
chapter 120; and the commission shall have ordered such confiscation or release after careful consideration of all
evidence in the particular case in question. The final order of the commission shall constitute final agency action.

(2) In instances where wildlife is seized or taken into custody by the commission, said owner or possessor of such
wildlife shall be responsible for payment of all expenses relative to the capture, transport, boarding, veterinary care, or
other costs associated with or incurred due to seizure or custody of wildlife. Such expenses shall be paid by said
owner or possessor upon any conviction or finding of guilt of a criminal or noncriminal violation, regardless of
adjudication or plea entered, of any provision of chapter 828 or this chapter, or rule of the commission or if such
violation is disposed of under s. 921.187. Failure to pay such expense may be grounds for revocation or denial of
permits to such individual to possess wildlife.

(3) Any animal on exhibit of a type capable of contracting or transmi�ing rabies shall be immunized against
rabies.

(4) The commission is authorized to adopt rules pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to implement the provisions
of this section.

(5) A violation of this section is punishable as provided by s. 379.4015.
History.—s. 1, ch. 67-290; s. 16, ch. 78-95; s. 32, ch. 83-218; s. 8, ch. 91-134; s. 5, ch. 98-333; s. 173, ch. 99-245; s. 33, ch. 2002-46; s. 9, ch. 2003-

151; s. 107, ch. 2008-247; s. 33, ch. 2009-86; s. 11, ch. 2010-185.

Note.—Former s. 372.921(4)-(6), (9), (10).

379.305 Rules and regulations; penalties.—
(1) The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission may prescribe such other rules and regulations as it may

deem necessary to prevent the escape of venomous reptiles or reptiles of concern, either in connection of construction
of such cages or otherwise to carry out the intent of ss. 379.372-379.374.

(2) A person who knowingly releases a nonnative venomous reptile or reptile of concern to the wild or who
through gross negligence allows a nonnative venomous reptile or reptile of concern to escape commits a Level Three
violation, punishable as provided in s. 379.4015.

History.—s. 6, ch. 28263, 1953; s. 172, ch. 99-245; s. 6, ch. 2007-239; s. 108, ch. 2008-247.

Note.—Former s. 372.92.

PART V
LAW ENFORCEMENT

379.33 Enforcement of commission rules.
379.3311 Police powers of commission and its agents.
379.3312 Powers of arrest by agents of commission.
379.3313 Powers of commission law enforcement officers.
379.332 Prosecutions; state a�orney to represent state.
379.333 Arrest by officers of the commission; recognizance; cash bond; citation.
379.334 Search and seizure authorized and limited.
379.335 Issuance of warrant for search of private dwelling.
379.336 Venue for proceedings against citizens and residents charged with violations outside state boundaries.
379.337 Confiscation, seizure, and forfeiture of property and products.
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