
whose license does not indicate on the face of the license that a hunter safety course has been completed must have in
his or her personal possession a hunter safety certification card, as provided by this section, while a�empting to take
wild animal life with the use of a firearm, gun, bow, or crossbow.

(7) The hunter safety requirements of this section do not apply to persons for whom licenses are not required
under s. 379.353(2).

(8) A person who violates this section commits a Level One violation under s. 379.401.
History.—s. 1, ch. 89-274; s. 4, ch. 91-58; s. 15, ch. 91-78; s. 53, ch. 91-224; s. 577, ch. 95-148; s. 1, ch. 96-193; s. 136, ch. 99-245; s. 23, ch. 2002-46;

s. 17, ch. 2004-335; s. 18, ch. 2006-304; s. 143, ch. 2008-247; s. 5, ch. 2009-65; s. 53, ch. 2009-86; s. 5, ch. 2012-95; s. 63, ch. 2013-15.

Note.—Former s. 372.5717.

379.3582 Hunter safety course for juveniles.—The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission shall develop a
hunter safety course for juveniles who are at least 5 years of age but less than 16 years of age. The course must include,
but is not limited to, instruction in the competent and safe handling of firearms, conservation, and hunting ethics. The
course must be appropriate for the ages of the students. The course is voluntary and must be offered in each county in
the state at least annually. The course is in addition to, and not in lieu of, the hunter safety course prescribed in s.
379.3581.

History.—s. 2, ch. 96-193; s. 137, ch. 99-245; s. 144, ch. 2008-247.

Note.—Former s. 372.5718.

379.359 License application provision for voluntary contribution to Southeastern Guide Dogs, Inc.—The
application for any license for recreational activities issued under this part must include a check-off provision that
permits the applicant for licensure to make a voluntary contribution of $2. The commission may retain up to 90 cents
from each contribution to cover administrative costs. The remainder shall be distributed quarterly by the commission
to Southeastern Guide Dogs, Inc., located in Palme�o. Southeastern Guide Dogs, Inc., shall use the contributions to
breed, raise, and train guide dogs for the blind, specifically for the “Paws for Patriots” program, including in-residence
training for veterans who are provided guide dogs by Southeastern Guide Dogs, Inc.

History.—s. 1, ch. 2009-224; s. 14, ch. 2016-107.

PART VII
NONRECREATIONAL LICENSES

379.361 Licenses.
379.362 Wholesale and retail saltwater products dealers; regulation.
379.363 Freshwater fish dealer’s license.
379.364 License required for fur and hide dealers.
379.365 Stone crab; regulation.
379.366 Blue crab; regulation.
379.367 Spiny lobster; regulation.
379.3671 Spiny lobster trap certificate program.
379.368 Fees for the retrieval of spiny lobster, stone crab, blue crab, and black sea bass traps during closed season.
379.369 Fees for shrimp fishing in Tampa Bay.
379.3711 License fee for private game preserves and farms.
379.3712 Private hunting preserve license fees; exception.
379.372 Capturing, keeping, possessing, transporting, or exhibiting venomous reptiles, reptiles of concern,
conditional reptiles, or prohibited reptiles; license required.
379.373 License fee; renewal, revocation.
379.374 Bond required, amount.
379.3751 Taking and possession of alligators; trapping licenses; fees.
379.3752 Required tagging of alligators and hides; fees; revenues.
379.3761 Exhibition or sale of wildlife; fees; classifications.
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379.3762 Personal possession of wildlife.
379.377 Tag fees for sale of Lake Okeechobee game fish.

379.361 Licenses.—
(1) LICENSE ON PURSE SEINES.—There is levied, in addition to any other taxes thereon, an annual license tax of

$25 upon each purse seine used in the waters of this state. This license fee shall be collected in the manner provided in
this section.

(2) SALTWATER PRODUCTS LICENSE.—
(a) Every person, firm, or corporation that sells, offers for sale, barters, or exchanges for merchandise any saltwater

products, or which harvests saltwater products with certain gear or equipment as specified by law, must have a valid
saltwater products license, except that the holder of an aquaculture certificate under s. 597.004 is not required to
purchase and possess a saltwater products license in order to possess, transport, or sell marine aquaculture products.
Each saltwater products license allows the holder to engage in any of the activities for which the license is required.
The license must be in the possession of the licenseholder or aboard the vessel and is subject to inspection at any time
that harvesting activities for which a saltwater products license is required are being conducted.

(b) A restricted species endorsement on the saltwater products license is required to sell to a licensed wholesale
dealer those species which the state, by law or rule, has designated as “restricted species.”

(c) At least one saltwater products license bearing a restricted species endorsement shall be aboard any vessel
harvesting restricted species in excess of any bag limit or when fishing under a commercial quota or in commercial
quantities, and such vessel shall have a commercial vessel registration. This subsection does not apply to any person,
firm, or corporation licensed under s. 379.362(1)(a)1. or (b) for activities pursuant to such licenses.

(d) A saltwater products license may be issued in the name of an individual or a valid commercial vessel
registration number. However, a firm or corporation may only receive a license issued to a valid commercial vessel
registration number. A saltwater products license may not be transferred by the licenseholder to another individual,
firm, or corporation. A decal shall be issued with each saltwater products license issued to a valid commercial vessel
registration number. The saltwater products license decal shall be the same color as the vessel registration decal issued
each year pursuant to s. 328.48(5) and shall indicate the period of time such license is valid. The saltwater products
license decal shall be placed beside the vessel registration decal and, in the case of an undocumented vessel, shall be
placed so that the vessel registration decal lies between the commercial vessel registration number and the saltwater
products license decal. Any saltwater products license decal for a previous year shall be removed from a vessel
operating on the waters of the state.

(e) The annual fee for a saltwater products license is:
1. For a license issued in the name of an individual which authorizes only that individual to engage in commercial

fishing activities from the shore or a vessel: a resident must pay $50; a nonresident must pay $200; or an alien must pay
$300.

2. For a license issued in the name of an individual which authorizes that named individual to engage in
commercial fishing activities from the shore or a vessel and also authorizes each person who is fishing with the named
individual aboard a vessel to engage in such activities: a resident must pay $150; a nonresident must pay $600; or an
alien must pay $900.

3. For a license issued to a valid commercial vessel registration number which authorizes each person aboard such
registered vessel to engage in commercial fishing activities: a resident, or a resident firm or corporation, must pay
$100; a nonresident, or a nonresident firm or corporation, must pay $400; or an alien, or an alien firm or corporation,
must pay $600. For purposes of this subparagraph, a resident firm or corporation means a firm or corporation formed
under the laws of this state; a nonresident firm or corporation means a firm or corporation formed under the laws of
any state other than Florida; and an alien firm or corporation means a firm or corporation organized under any laws
other than laws of the United States, any United States territory or possession, or any state of the United States.

(f) Any person who sells saltwater products pursuant to a saltwater products license may sell only to a licensed
wholesale dealer. A saltwater products license must be presented to the licensed wholesale dealer each time saltwater
products are sold, and an imprint made thereof. The wholesale dealer shall keep records of each transaction in such



detail as may be required by rule of the commission not in conflict with s. 379.362(6), and shall provide the holder of
the saltwater products license with a copy of the record. It is unlawful for any licensed wholesale dealer to buy
saltwater products from any unlicensed person under the provisions of this section, except that a licensed wholesale
dealer may buy from another licensed wholesale dealer. It is unlawful for any licensed wholesale dealer to buy
saltwater products designated as “restricted species” from any person, firm, or corporation not possessing a restricted
species endorsement on his or her saltwater products license under the provisions of this section, except that a licensed
wholesale dealer may buy from another licensed wholesale dealer. For purposes of this subsection, any saltwater
products received by a wholesale dealer are presumed to have been purchased.

(g) The commission shall be the licensing agency, may contract with private persons or entities to implement
aspects of the licensing program, and shall establish by rule a marine fisheries information system in conjunction with
the licensing program to gather fisheries data.

(h) Any person who sells, offers for sale, barters, or exchanges for merchandise saltwater products must have a
method of catch preservation which meets the requirements and standards of the seafood quality control code
promulgated by the commission.

(i) A saltwater products license is required to harvest commercial quantities of saltwater products. Any vessel
from which commercial quantities of saltwater products are harvested must have a commercial vessel registration.
Commercial quantities of saltwater products shall be defined as:

1. With respect to those species for which no bag limit has been established, more than 100 pounds per person per
day, provided that the harvesting of two fish or less per person per day shall not be considered commercial quantities
regardless of aggregate weight; and

2. With respect to those species for which a bag limit has been established, more than the bag limit allowed by law
or rule.

(j)1. In addition to the saltwater products license, a marine life fishing endorsement is required for the harvest of
marine life species as defined by rule of the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission. This endorsement may be
issued only to a person who is at least 16 years of age or older or to a corporation holding a valid restricted species
endorsement.

2.a. Effective July 1, 1998, and until July 1, 2002, a marine life endorsement may not be issued under this
paragraph, except that those endorsements that are active during the 1997-1998 fiscal year may be renewed.

b. In 1998 persons or corporations holding a marine life endorsement that was active in the 1997-1998 fiscal year or
an immediate family member of that person must request renewal of the marine life endorsement before December 31,
1998.

c. In subsequent years and until July 1, 2002, a marine life endorsement holder or member of his or her immediate
family must request renewal of the marine life endorsement before September 30 of each year.

d. If a person or corporation holding an active marine life fishing endorsement or a member of that person’s
immediate family does not request renewal of the endorsement before the applicable dates specified in this paragraph,
the commission shall deactivate that marine life fishing endorsement.

e. In the event of the death or disability of a person holding an active marine life fishing endorsement, the
endorsement may be transferred by the person to a member of his or her immediate family or may be renewed by any
person so designated by the executor of the person’s estate.

f. Persons or corporations who hold saltwater product licenses with marine life fishing endorsements issued to
their vessel registration numbers and who subsequently replace their existing vessels with new vessels may transfer
the existing marine life fishing endorsement to the new boat registration numbers.

g. Persons or corporations who hold saltwater product licenses with marine life fishing endorsements issued to
their name and who subsequently incorporate or unincorporate may transfer the existing marine life fishing
endorsement to the new corporation or person.

3. The fee for a marine life fishery endorsement on a saltwater products license shall be $75. These license fees
shall be collected and deposited in the Marine Resources Conservation Trust Fund and used for the purchase and
installation of vessel mooring buoys at coral reef sites and for research related to marine fisheries.



(3) NET LICENSES.—Except for cast nets and bait seines which are 100 feet in length or less and which have a
mesh that is 3/8 inch or less, all nets used to take finfish, including, but not limited to, gill nets, trammel nets, and beach
seines, must be licensed or registered. Each net used to take finfish for commercial purposes, or by a nonresident, must
be licensed under a saltwater products license issued pursuant to subsection (2) and must bear the number of such
license.

(4) SPECIAL ACTIVITY LICENSES.—
(a) A special activity license is required for any person to use gear or equipment not authorized in this chapter or

rule of the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission for harvesting saltwater species. In accordance with this
chapter, s. 16, Art. X of the State Constitution, and rules of the commission, the commission may issue special activity
licenses for the use of nonconforming gear or equipment, including, but not limited to, trawls, seines and entangling
nets, traps, and hook and line gear, to be used in harvesting saltwater species for scientific and governmental
purposes, and, where allowable, for innovative fisheries. The commission may prescribe by rule application
requirements and terms, conditions, and restrictions to be incorporated into each special activity license. This
subsection does not apply to gear or equipment used by certified marine aquaculturists as provided for in s. 597.004 to
harvest marine aquaculture products.

(b) The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission is authorized to issue special activity licenses in accordance
with this section and s. 379.2524, to permit the importation and possession of wild anadromous sturgeon. The
commission is also authorized to issue special activity licenses, in accordance with this section and s. 379.2524, to
permit the importation, possession, and aquaculture of native and nonnative anadromous sturgeon until best
management practices are implemented for the cultivation of anadromous sturgeon pursuant to s. 597.004. The special
activity license shall provide for specific management practices to protect native populations of saltwater species.

(c) The conditions and specific management practices established in this section shall be incorporated into permits
and authorizations issued pursuant to chapter 253, chapter 403, or this chapter, when incorporating such provisions is
in accordance with the aquaculture permit consolidation procedures. No separate issuance of a special activity license
is required when conditions and specific management practices are incorporated into permits or authorizations under
this paragraph. Implementation of this section to consolidate permi�ing actions does not constitute rules within the
meaning of s. 120.52.

(d) The commission is authorized to issue special activity licenses in accordance with s. 379.2411 and this section;
aquaculture permit consolidation procedures in s. 379.2523(2); and rules of the commission to permit the capture and
possession of saltwater species protected by law and used as stock for artificial cultivation and propagation.

(e) The commission is authorized to adopt rules to govern the administration of special activities licenses as
provided in this chapter and rules of the commission. Such rules may prescribe application requirements and terms,
conditions, and restrictions for any such special activity license requested pursuant to this section.

(5) APALACHICOLA BAY OYSTER HARVESTING LICENSE.—
(a) For purposes of this section, the following definitions shall apply:
1. “Person” means an individual.
2. “Resident” means any person who has:
a. Continuously resided in this state for 6 months immediately preceding the making of his or her application for

an Apalachicola Bay oyster harvesting license; or
b. Established a domicile in this state and evidenced that domicile as provided in s. 222.17.
(b) A person may not harvest oysters from the Apalachicola Bay without a valid Apalachicola Bay oyster

harvesting license issued by the City of Apalachicola. This requirement does not apply to anyone harvesting
noncommercial quantities of oysters in accordance with commission rules, or to any person less than 18 years old.

(c) Any person wishing to obtain an Apalachicola Bay oyster harvesting license shall submit an annual fee for the
license during a 45-day period from May 17 to June 30 of each year preceding the license year for which the license is
valid. Failure to pay the annual fee within the required time period shall result in a $500 late fee being imposed before
issuance of the license.

(d) The City of Apalachicola shall collect an annual fee of $100 from state residents and $500 from nonresidents for
the issuance of an Apalachicola Bay oyster harvesting license. The license year shall begin on July 1 of each year and



end on June 30 of the following year. The license shall be valid only for the licensee. Only bona fide residents of the
state may obtain a resident license pursuant to this subsection.

(e) Each person who applies for an Apalachicola Bay oyster harvesting license shall a�end an educational seminar
of not more than 16 hours’ length, developed and conducted jointly by the Department of Environmental Protection’s
Apalachicola National Estuarine Research Reserve, the Division of Law Enforcement of the Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission, and the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services’ Apalachicola District Shellfish
Environmental Assessment Laboratory. The seminar shall address, among other things, oyster biology, conservation
of the Apalachicola Bay, sanitary care of oysters, small business management, and water safety. The seminar shall be
offered five times per year, and each person a�ending shall receive a certificate of participation to present when
obtaining an Apalachicola Bay oyster harvesting license.

(f) Each person, while harvesting oysters in Apalachicola Bay, shall have in possession a valid Apalachicola Bay
oyster harvesting license, or proof of having applied for a license within the required time period, and shall produce
such license or proof of application upon request of any law enforcement officer.

(g) Each person who obtains an Apalachicola Bay oyster harvesting license shall prominently display the license
number upon any vessel the person owns which is used for the taking of oysters, in numbers which are at least 10
inches high and 1 inch wide, so that the permit number is readily identifiable from the air and water. Only one vessel
displaying a given number may be used at any time. A licensee may harvest oysters from the vessel of another
licensee.

(h) Any person holding an Apalachicola Bay oyster harvesting license shall receive credit for the license fee
against the saltwater products license fee.

(i) The proceeds from Apalachicola Bay oyster harvesting license fees shall be deposited by the City of
Apalachicola into a trust account and, less reasonable administrative costs, must be used or distributed by the City of
Apalachicola for the following purposes in Apalachicola Bay:

1. An Apalachicola Bay oyster shell recycling program.
2. Shell planting to construct or rehabilitate oyster bars.
3. Education programs for licensed oyster harvesters on oyster biology, aquaculture, boating and water safety,

sanitation, resource conservation, small business management, marketing, and other relevant subjects.
4. Research directed toward the enhancement of oyster production in the bay and the water management needs of

the bay.
(j) Any person who violates any of the provisions of paragraphs (b) and (d)-(g) commits a misdemeanor of the

second degree, punishable as provided in ss. 775.082 and 775.083. Nothing in this subsection shall limit the application
of existing penalties.

(k) Any oyster harvesting license issued pursuant to this subsection must be in compliance with the rules of the
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission regulating gear or equipment, harvest seasons, size and bag limits, and
the taking of saltwater species.

(6) LICENSE YEAR.—The license year on all licenses relating to saltwater products dealers, seafood dealers,
aliens, residents, and nonresidents, unless otherwise provided, shall begin on July 1 of each year and end on June 30 of
the next succeeding year. All licenses shall be so dated. However, if the commission determines that it is in the best
interest of the state to issue a license required under this chapter to an individual on the birthday of the applicant, the
commission may establish by rule a procedure to do so. This section does not apply to licenses and permits when their
use is confined to an open season.

(7) LICENSES SUBJECT TO INSPECTION; NONTRANSFERABLE; EXCEPTION.—Licenses of every kind and
nature granted under the provisions of the fish and game laws of this state are at all times subject to inspection by the
police officers of this state and the officers of the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission. Such licenses are not
transferable unless otherwise provided by law.

(8) COLLECTION OF LICENSES, FEES.—Unless otherwise provided by law, all license taxes or fees provided for
in this part shall be collected by the commission or its duly authorized agents or deputies to be deposited by the Chief
Financial Officer in the Marine Resources Conservation Trust Fund. The commission may by rule establish a



reasonable processing fee for any free license or permit required under this part. The commission is authorized to
accept payment by credit card for fees, fines, and civil penalties levied pursuant to this part.

(9) DENIAL OF LICENSE RENEWAL OR ISSUANCE.—The commission shall deny the renewal or issuance of
any saltwater products license, wholesale dealer license, or retail dealer license to anyone that has unpaid fees, civil
assessments, or fines owed to the commission.

History.—s. 2, ch. 28145, 1953; ss. 3, 4, ch. 59-399; s. 1, ch. 59-499; s. 1, ch. 61-520; s. 2, ch. 61-119; ss. 25, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 1, ch. 69-399; s. 2, ch.

70-336; s. 281, ch. 71-136; s. 104, ch. 71-355; s. 2, ch. 78-56; s. 10, ch. 83-134; s. 34, ch. 85-81; s. 4, ch. 85-234; s. 2, ch. 86-219; s. 3, ch. 86-240; s. 2, ch.

87-116; s. 2, ch. 87-120; s. 17, ch. 89-175; ss. 1, 3, ch. 89-250; ss. 1, 2, 5, 6, ch. 90-310; ss. 17, 18, ch. 91-78; ss. 1, 4, ch. 91-254; s. 4, ch. 92-60; s. 11, ch.

93-223; s. 1, ch. 94-174; s. 209, ch. 94-356; s. 983, ch. 95-148; s. 12, ch. 96-247; s. 23, ch. 96-321; s. 37, ch. 97-160; s. 19, ch. 97-164; s. 1, ch. 98-200; s. 3,

ch. 98-203; s. 10, ch. 98-333; s. 150, ch. 99-13; ss. 41, 97, ch. 99-245; s. 33, ch. 99-289; s. 2, ch. 99-390; s. 51, ch. 2000-158; s. 34, ch. 2000-362; ss. 9, 37,

ch. 2000-364; s. 1, ch. 2001-272; s. 2, ch. 2002-264; s. 380, ch. 2003-261; s. 2, ch. 2005-158; s. 146, ch. 2008-247; s. 12, ch. 2010-185; s. 6, ch. 2013-194;

s. 10, ch. 2014-150; s. 7, ch. 2015-161; s. 4, ch. 2018-84.

Note.—Former s. 370.06.

379.362 Wholesale and retail saltwater products dealers; regulation.—
(1) DEFINITIONS; LICENSES AUTHORIZED.—Annual license or privilege taxes are hereby levied and imposed

upon dealers in the state in saltwater products. It is unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to deal in any such
products without first paying for and procuring the license required by this section. Application for all licenses shall
be made to the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission on blanks to be furnished by it. All licenses shall be issued
by the commission upon payment to it of the license tax. The licenses are defined as:

(a)1. “Wholesale county dealer” is any person, firm, or corporation which sells saltwater products to any person,
firm, or corporation except to the consumer and who may buy saltwater products in the county designated on the
wholesale license from any person licensed pursuant to s. 379.361(2) or from any licensed wholesale dealer.

2. “Wholesale state dealer” is a person, firm, or corporation which sells saltwater products to any person, firm, or
corporation except to the consumer and who may buy saltwater products in any county of the state from any person
licensed pursuant to s. 379.361(2) or from any licensed wholesale dealer.

3. “Wholesale dealer” is either a county or a state dealer.
(b) A “retail dealer” is any person, firm, or corporation which sells saltwater products directly to the consumer,

but no license is required of a dealer in merchandise who deals in or sells saltwater products consumed on the
premises or prepared for immediate consumption and sold to be taken out of any restaurant licensed by the Division
of Hotels and Restaurants of the Department of Business and Professional Regulation.

Any person, firm, or corporation which is both a wholesale dealer and a retail dealer shall obtain both a wholesale
dealer’s license and a retail dealer’s license. If a wholesale dealer has more than one place of business, the annual
license tax shall be effective for all places of business, provided that the wholesale dealer supplies to the commission a
complete list of additional places of business upon application for the annual license tax.

(2) LICENSES; AMOUNT, TRUST FUND.—
(a) A resident wholesale county seafood dealer is required to pay an annual license tax of $400.
(b) A resident wholesale state dealer is required to pay an annual license tax of $550.
(c) A nonresident wholesale county dealer is required to pay an annual license tax of $600.
(d) A nonresident wholesale state dealer is required to pay an annual license tax of $1,100.
(e) An alien wholesale county dealer is required to pay an annual license tax of $1,100.
(f) An alien wholesale state dealer is required to pay an annual license tax of $1,600.
(g) A resident retail dealer is required to pay an annual license tax of $75; however, if such a dealer has more than

one place of business, the dealer shall designate one place of business as a central place of business, shall pay an
annual license tax of $75 for such place of business, and shall pay an annual license tax of $25 for each other place of
business.

(h) A nonresident retail dealer is required to pay an annual license tax of $250; however, if such a dealer has more
than one place of business, the dealer shall designate one place of business as a central place of business, shall pay an



annual license tax of $250 for such place of business, and shall pay an annual license tax of $40 for each other place of
business.

(i) An alien retail dealer is required to pay an annual license tax of $300; however, if such a dealer has more than
one place of business, the dealer shall designate one place of business as a central place of business, shall pay an
annual license tax of $300 for such place of business, and shall pay an annual license tax of $65 for each other place of
business.

(j) License or privilege taxes, together with any other funds derived from the Federal Government or from any
other source, shall be deposited in a Florida Saltwater Products Promotion Trust Fund to be administered by the
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services for the sole purpose of promoting all fish and saltwater products
produced in this state, except that 4 percent of the total wholesale and retail saltwater products dealer’s license fees
collected shall be deposited into the Marine Resources Conservation Trust Fund administered by the Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission for the purpose of processing wholesale and retail saltwater products dealer’s licenses.

(3) OYSTER MANAGEMENT AND RESTORATION PROGRAMS.—The Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Services shall use or distribute funds paid into the State Treasury to the credit of the General Inspection
Trust Fund pursuant to s. 201.15, less reasonable costs of administration, to fund the following oyster management
and restoration programs in Apalachicola Bay and other oyster harvest areas in the state:

(a) The relaying and transplanting of live oysters.
(b) Shell planting to construct or rehabilitate oyster bars.
(c) Education programs for licensed oyster harvesters on oyster biology, aquaculture, boating and water safety,

sanitation, resource conservation, small business management, and other relevant subjects.
(d) Research directed toward the enhancement of oyster production in the bay and the water management needs

of the bay.
(4) TRANSPORTATION OF SALTWATER PRODUCTS.—
(a) A person transporting in this state saltwater products that were produced in this state, regardless of

destination, shall have in his or her possession invoices, bills of lading, or other similar instruments showing the
number of packages, boxes, or containers and the number of pounds of each species and the name, physical address,
and the Florida wholesale dealer number of the dealer of origin.

(b) A person transporting in this state saltwater products that were produced outside this state to be delivered to a
destination in this state shall have in his or her possession invoices, bills of lading, or other similar instruments
showing the number of packages, boxes, or containers and the number of pounds of each species, the name and
physical address of the dealer of origin, and the name, physical address, and Florida wholesale dealer number of the
Florida dealer to whom the shipment is to be delivered.

(c) A person transporting in this state saltwater products that were produced outside this state which are to be
delivered to a destination outside this state shall have in his or her possession invoices, bills of lading, or other similar
instruments showing the number of packages, boxes, or containers and the number of pounds of each species, the
name and physical address of the dealer of origin, and the name and physical address of the dealer to whom the
shipment is to be delivered.

(d) If the saltwater products in transit come from more than one dealer, distributor, or producer, each lot from
each dealer shall be covered by invoices, bills of lading, and other similar instruments showing the number of boxes or
containers and the number of pounds of each species. Each invoice, bill of lading, and other similar instrument shall
display the wholesale dealer license number and the name and physical address of the dealer, distributor, or producer
of the lot covered by the instrument.

(e) It is unlawful to sell, deliver, ship, or transport, or to possess for the purpose of selling, delivering, shipping, or
transporting, any saltwater products without all invoices concerning the products having thereon the wholesale dealer
license number in the form prescribed under this subsection and the rules of the commission. Any saltwater products
found in the possession of any person who is in violation of this paragraph may be seized by the commission and
disposed of in the manner provided by law.

(f) Nothing contained in this subsection may be construed to apply to the sale and delivery to a consumer of
saltwater products in an ordinary retail transaction by a licensed retail dealer who has purchased such products from



a licensed wholesale dealer, or to the sale and delivery of the catch or products of a saltwater products licensee to a
Florida-licensed wholesale dealer.

(g) Wholesale dealers’ licenses shall be issued only to applicants who furnish to the commission satisfactory
evidence of law-abiding reputation and who pledge themselves to faithfully observe all of the laws, rules, and
regulations of this state relating to the conservation of, dealing in, or taking, selling, transporting, or possession of
saltwater products, and to cooperate in the enforcement of all such laws to every reasonable extent. This pledge may
be included in the application for license.

(h) A wholesale dealer, retail dealer, or restaurant facility shall not purchase or sell for public consumption any
saltwater products known to be taken illegally, or known to be taken in violation of s. 16, Art. X of the State
Constitution, or any rule or statute implementing its provisions.

(i) Any person who violates the provisions of this subsection commits a misdemeanor of the first degree,
punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083.

(5) LICENSE DENIAL, SUSPENSION, OR REVOCATION.—
(a) A license issued to a wholesale or retail dealer is good only to the person to whom issued and named therein

and is not transferable. The commission may revoke, suspend, or deny the renewal of the license of any licensee:
1. Upon the conviction of the licensee of any violation of the laws or regulations designed for the conservation of

saltwater products;
2. Upon conviction of the licensee of knowingly dealing in, buying, selling, transporting, possessing, or taking any

saltwater product, at any time and from any waters, in violation of the laws of this state; or
3. Upon satisfactory evidence of any violation of the laws or any regulations of this state designed for the

conservation of saltwater products or of any of the laws of this state relating to dealing in, buying, selling,
transporting, possession, or taking of saltwater products.

(b) Upon revocation of such license, no other or further license may be issued to the dealer within 3 years from the
date of revocation except upon special order of the commission. After revocation, it is unlawful for such dealer to
exercise any of the privileges of a licensed wholesale or retail dealer.

(c) In addition to, or in lieu of, the penalty imposed pursuant to this subsection, the commission may impose
penalties pursuant to s. 379.407.

(6) RECORDS TO BE KEPT ON SALTWATER PRODUCTS.—Wholesale dealers shall be required by the
commission to make and preserve a record of the names and addresses of persons from whom or to whom saltwater
products are purchased or sold, the quantity so purchased or sold from or to each vendor or purchaser, and the date of
each such transaction. Retail dealers shall be required to make and preserve a record from whom all saltwater
products are purchased. Such record shall be open to inspection at all times by the commission. A report covering the
sale of saltwater products shall be made monthly or as often as required by rule to the commission by each wholesale
dealer. All reports required under this subsection are confidential and shall be exempt from the provisions of s.
119.07(1) except that, pursuant to authority related to interstate fishery compacts as provided by ss. 379.2253(3) and
379.2254(3), reports may be shared with another state if that state is a member of an interstate fisheries compact, and if
that state has signed a Memorandum of Agreement or a similar instrument agreeing to preserve confidentiality as
established by Florida law.

(7) PURCHASE OF SALTWATER PRODUCTS AT TEMPORARY LOCATION.—Wholesale dealers purchasing
saltwater products pursuant to s. 379.361(2) at any site other than a site located in a county where the dealer has a
permanent address must notify the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission of the location of the temporary site
of business for each day business is to be conducted at such site.

(8) UNLAWFUL PURCHASE OF SALTWATER PRODUCTS.—It is unlawful for any licensed retail dealer or any
restaurant licensed by the Division of Hotels and Restaurants of the Department of Business and Professional
Regulation to buy saltwater products from any person other than a licensed wholesale or retail dealer. For purposes of
this subsection, any saltwater products received by a retail dealer or a restaurant are presumed to have been
purchased.

History.—s. 2, ch. 28145, 1953; s. 1, ch. 29990, 1955; s. 1, ch. 57-387; ss. 1, 2, ch. 57-335; s. 2, ch. 61-22; s. 1, ch. 61-376; s. 1, ch. 65-537; s. 1, ch.

67-212; s. 1, ch. 67-262; ss. 25, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 282, ch. 71-136; s. 1, ch. 75-95; s. 23, ch. 78-95; s. 1, ch. 80-115; ss. 6, 12, ch. 83-134; s. 2, ch. 84-121;



ss. 5, 17, ch. 85-234; ss. 3, 5, ch. 86-219; ss. 4, 19, ch. 86-240; s. 1, ch. 87-120; s. 26, ch. 87-225; s. 2, ch. 88-412; s. 18, ch. 89-175; s. 1, ch. 89-213; s. 9,

ch. 90-310; s. 36, ch. 92-151; s. 36, ch. 94-218; s. 217, ch. 94-356; s. 987, ch. 95-148; s. 30, ch. 96-321; s. 171, ch. 96-406; s. 97, ch. 96-410; s. 12, ch. 98-

203; s. 12, ch. 2000-197; s. 10, ch. 2000-364; s. 4, ch. 2002-264; s. 3, ch. 2006-185; s. 3, ch. 2008-107; s. 11, ch. 2008-114; s. 147, ch. 2008-247.

Note.—Former s. 370.07.

379.363 Freshwater fish dealer’s license.—
(1) No person shall engage in the business of taking for sale or selling any frogs or freshwater fish, including live

bait, of any species or size, or importing any exotic or nonnative fish, until such person has obtained a license and paid
the fee therefor as set forth herein. The license issued shall be in the possession of the person to whom issued while
such person is engaging in the business of taking for sale or selling freshwater fish or frogs, is not transferable, shall
bear on its face in indelible ink the name of the person to whom it is issued, and shall be affixed to a license
identification card issued by the commission. Such license is not valid unless it bears the name of the person to whom
it is issued and is so affixed. The failure of such person to exhibit such license to the commission or any of its wildlife
officers when such person is found engaging in such business is a violation of law. The license fees and activities
permi�ed under particular licenses are as follows:

(a) The fee for a resident commercial fishing license, which permits a resident to take freshwater fish or frogs by
any lawful method prescribed by the commission and to sell such fish or frogs, shall be $25. The license provided for
in this paragraph shall also allow noncommercial fishing as provided by law and commission rules, and the license in
s. 379.354(4)(a) shall not be required.

(b) The fee for a resident freshwater fish dealer’s license, which permits a resident to import, export, or sell
freshwater fish or frogs, including live bait, shall be $40.

(c) The fee for a nonresident commercial fishing license, which permits a nonresident to take freshwater fish or
frogs as provided in paragraph (a), shall be $100.

(d) The fee for a nonresident retail fish dealer’s license, which permits a nonresident to sell freshwater fish or frogs
to a consumer, shall be $100.

(e) The fee for a nonresident wholesale fish dealer’s license, which permits a nonresident to sell freshwater fish or
frogs within the state, and to buy freshwater fish or frogs for resale, shall be $500.

(f) The fee for a nonresident wholesale fish buyer’s license, which permits a nonresident who does not sell
freshwater fish or frogs in Florida to buy freshwater fish or frogs from resident fish dealers for resale outside the state,
shall be $50.

(g) Any individual or business issued an aquaculture certificate, pursuant to s. 597.004, shall be exempt from the
requirements of this part with respect to aquaculture products authorized under such certificate.

(2) Each boat engaged in commercial fishing shall have at least one licensed commercial fisher on board.
(3) It shall be unlawful for any resident freshwater fish dealer, or any nonresident wholesale or nonresident retail

fish dealer, or any nonresident wholesale fish buyer to buy freshwater fish or frogs from any unlicensed person.
(4) A person who violates this section commits a Level Two violation under s. 379.401.
History.—s. 31, ch. 13644, 1929; CGL 1936 Supp. 1977(31); s. 2, ch. 61-119; ss. 1, 2, ch. 78-189; s. 14, ch. 85-235; s. 12, ch. 85-324; ss. 4, 5, ch. 86-

158; s. 2, ch. 90-92; s. 580, ch. 95-148; s. 15, ch. 96-247; s. 16, ch. 98-333; s. 8, ch. 99-390; s. 27, ch. 2002-46; s. 148, ch. 2008-247; s. 13, ch. 2010-185; s.

10, ch. 2014-136; s. 15, ch. 2016-107.

Note.—Former s. 372.65.

379.364 License required for fur and hide dealers.—
(1) A person may not engage in the business of a dealer or buyer in green or dried alligator hides or green or dried

furs in the state or purchase such hides or furs within the state until the person has been licensed as provided in this
section.

(2) A person who solicits business through the mail, or by advertising, or who travels to buy or employs or has
other agents or buyers, shall be deemed a dealer.

(3) A resident dealer must pay a license fee of $100 per annum.
(4) A nonresident dealer must pay a license fee of $500 per annum.



(5) A person who violates this section commits a Level Two violation under s. 379.401.
History.—s. 61, ch. 13644, 1929; CGL 1936 Supp. 1977(61); s. 581, ch. 95-148; s. 141, ch. 99-245; s. 39, ch. 2000-362; s. 150, ch. 2008-247; s. 8, ch.

2015-161; s. 16, ch. 2016-107.

Note.—Former s. 372.66.

379.365 Stone crab; regulation.—
(1) FEES AND EQUITABLE RENT.—
(a) Endorsement fee.—The fee for a stone crab endorsement for the taking of stone crabs, as required by rule of the

Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, is $125, $25 of which must be used solely for trap retrieval under s.
379.2424.

(b) Certificate fees.—
1. For each trap certificate issued by the commission under the requirements of the stone crab trap limitation

program established by commission rule, there is an annual fee of 50 cents per certificate. Replacement tags for lost or
damaged tags cost 50 cents each plus the cost of shipping. In the event of a major natural disaster, such as a hurricane
or major storm, that causes massive trap losses within an area declared by the Governor to be a disaster emergency
area, the commission may temporarily defer or waive replacement tag fees.

2. The fee for transferring trap certificates is $1 per certificate transferred, except that the fee for eligible crew
members is 50 cents per certificate transferred. Eligible crew members shall be determined according to criteria
established by rule of the commission. Payment must be made by money order or cashier’s check, submi�ed with the
certificate transfer form developed by the commission.

3. In addition to the transfer fee, a surcharge of $1 per certificate transferred, or 25 percent of the actual value of
the transferred certificate, whichever is greater, will be assessed the first time a certificate is transferred outside the
original holder’s immediate family.

4. Transfer fees and surcharges only apply to the actual number of certificates received by the purchaser. A
transfer of a certificate is not effective until the commission receives a notarized copy of the bill of sale as proof of the
actual value of the transferred certificate or certificates, which must also be submi�ed with the transfer form and
payment.

5. A transfer fee will not be assessed or required when the transfer is within a family as a result of the death or
disability of the certificate owner. A surcharge will not be assessed for any transfer within an individual’s immediate
family.

(c) Incidental take endorsement.—The cost of an incidental take endorsement, as established by commission rule, is
$25.

(d) Equitable rent.—The commission may establish by rule an amount of equitable rent per trap certificate that may
be recovered as partial compensation to the state for the enhanced access to its natural resources. In determining
whether to establish such a rent and the amount thereof, the commission may consider the amount of revenues
annually generated by endorsement fees, trap certificate fees, transfer fees, surcharges, replacement trap tag fees, trap
retrieval fees, incidental take endorsement fees, and the continued economic viability of the commercial stone crab
industry. A rule establishing an amount of equitable rent shall become effective only after approval by the Legislature.

(e) Disposition of fees, surcharges, civil penalties and fines, and equitable rent.—Endorsement fees, trap certificate fees,
transfer fees, civil penalties and fines, surcharges, replacement trap tag fees, trap retrieval fees, incidental take
endorsement fees, and equitable rent, if any, must be deposited in the Marine Resources Conservation Trust Fund. Up
to 50 percent of the revenues generated under this section may be used for operation and administration of the stone
crab trap limitation program. All remaining revenues so generated must be used for trap retrieval, management of the
stone crab fishery, public education activities, evaluation of the impact of trap reductions on the stone crab fishery, and
enforcement activities in support of the stone crab trap limitation program.

(f) Program to be self-supporting.—The stone crab trap limitation program is intended to be a self-supporting
program funded from proceeds generated under this section.

(g) No vested rights.—The stone crab trap limitation program does not create any vested rights for endorsement or
certificateholders and may be altered or terminated by the commission as necessary to protect the stone crab resource,



the participants in the fishery, or the public interest.
(2) PENALTIES.—For purposes of this subsection, conviction is any disposition other than acqui�al or dismissal,

regardless of whether the violation was adjudicated under any state or federal law.
(a) It is unlawful to violate commission rules regulating stone crab trap certificates and trap tags. A person may

not use an expired tag or a stone crab trap tag not issued by the commission or possess or use a stone crab trap in or on
state waters or adjacent federal waters without having a trap tag required by the commission firmly a�ached thereto.
In addition to any other penalties provided in s. 379.407, for a commercial harvester who violates this paragraph, the
following administrative penalties apply:

1. For a first violation, the commission shall assess an additional administrative penalty of up to $1,000.
2. For a second violation that occurs within 24 months after any previous such violation, the commission shall

assess an additional administrative penalty of up to $2,000, and the stone crab endorsement under which the violation
was commi�ed may be suspended for 12 months.

3. For a third violation that occurs within 36 months after any two previous such violations, the commission shall
assess an additional administrative penalty of up to $5,000, and the stone crab endorsement under which the violation
was commi�ed may be suspended for 24 months.

4. A fourth violation that occurs within 48 months after any three previous such violations shall result in
permanent revocation of all of the violator’s saltwater fishing privileges, including having the commission proceed
against the endorsement holder’s saltwater products license in accordance with s. 379.407.

A commercial harvester assessed an administrative penalty under this paragraph shall, within 30 days after
notification, pay the administrative penalty to the commission, or request an administrative hearing under ss. 120.569
and 120.57. The proceeds of all administrative penalties collected under this paragraph shall be deposited in the
Marine Resources Conservation Trust Fund.

(b) It is unlawful for any commercial harvester to remove the contents of another harvester’s stone crab trap or
take possession of such without the express wri�en consent of the trap owner available for immediate inspection.
Unauthorized possession of another’s trap gear or removal of trap contents constitutes theft.

1. Any commercial harvester convicted of theft of or from a trap pursuant to this subsection or s. 379.402 shall, in
addition to the penalties specified in s. 379.407 and the provisions of this section, permanently lose all saltwater fishing
privileges, including saltwater products licenses, stone crab or incidental take endorsements, and all trap certificates
allo�ed to such commercial harvester by the commission. In such cases, trap certificates and endorsements are
nontransferable.

2. In addition, any commercial harvester convicted of violating the prohibitions referenced in this paragraph shall
also be assessed an administrative penalty of up to $5,000. Immediately upon receiving a citation for a violation
involving theft of or from a trap and until adjudicated for such a violation, or, upon receipt of a judicial disposition
other than dismissal or acqui�al on such a violation, the violator is prohibited from transferring any stone crab or
spiny lobster certificates.

3. Any other person who violates the provisions of this paragraph commits a Level Two violation under s. 379.401.
(c)1. It is unlawful to violate commission rules that prohibit any of the following:
a. The willful molestation of any stone crab trap, line, or buoy that is the property of any licenseholder, without

the permission of that licenseholder.
b. The bartering, trading, or sale, or conspiring or aiding in such barter, trade, or sale, or supplying, agreeing to

supply, aiding in supplying, or giving away stone crab trap tags or certificates unless the action is duly authorized by
the commission as provided by commission rules.

c. The making, altering, forging, counterfeiting, or reproducing of stone crab trap tags.
d. Possession of forged, counterfeit, or imitation stone crab trap tags.
e. Engaging in the commercial harvest of stone crabs during the time either of the endorsements is under

suspension or revocation.



2. Any commercial harvester who violates this paragraph commits a felony of the third degree, punishable as
provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084.

3. Any other person who violates this paragraph commits a Level Four violation under s. 379.401.

In addition, any commercial harvester convicted of violating this paragraph shall also be assessed an administrative
penalty of up to $5,000, and the incidental take endorsement and/or the stone crab endorsement under which the
violation was commi�ed may be suspended for up to 24 calendar months. Immediately upon receiving a citation
involving a violation of this paragraph and until adjudicated for such a violation, or if convicted of such a violation,
the person, firm, or corporation commi�ing the violation is prohibited from transferring any stone crab certificates or
endorsements.

(d) For any commercial harvester convicted of fraudulently reporting the actual value of transferred stone crab
certificates, the commission may automatically suspend or permanently revoke the seller’s or the purchaser’s stone
crab endorsements. If the endorsement is permanently revoked, the commission shall also permanently deactivate the
endorsement holder’s stone crab certificate accounts. Whether an endorsement is suspended or revoked, the
commission may also levy a fine against the holder of the endorsement of up to twice the appropriate surcharge to be
paid based on the fair market value of the transferred certificates.

(e) During any period of suspension or revocation of an endorsement holder’s endorsement, he or she shall
remove all traps subject to that endorsement from the water within 15 days after notice provided by the commission.
Failure to do so will extend the period of suspension or revocation for an additional 6 calendar months.

(f) An endorsement will not be renewed until all fees and administrative penalties imposed under this section are
paid.

(3) DEPREDATION PERMITS.—The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission shall issue a depredation permit
upon request to any marine aquaculture producer, as defined in s. 379.2523, engaged in the culture of shellfish, which
shall entitle the aquaculture producer to possess and use up to 75 stone crab traps and up to 75 blue crab traps for the
sole purpose of taking destructive or nuisance stone crabs or blue crabs within 1 mile of the producer’s aquaculture
shellfish beds. Stone crabs or blue crabs taken under this subsection may not be sold, bartered, exchanged, or offered
for sale, barter, or exchange.

History.—s. 2, ch. 28145, 1953; s. 1, ch. 61-482; s. 1, ch. 63-3; s. 290, ch. 71-136; s. 1, ch. 71-335; s. 1, ch. 73-28; ss. 1, 2, ch. 74-141; s. 1, ch. 76-26;

s. 1, ch. 77-142; s. 1, ch. 77-207; s. 1, ch. 80-299; s. 6, ch. 83-134; s. 2, ch. 84-121; ss. 11, 17, ch. 85-234; s. 5, ch. 86-219; ss. 1, 9, 19, ch. 86-240; ss. 4, 12,

ch. 89-98; s. 227, ch. 94-356; s. 992, ch. 95-148; s. 36, ch. 95-196; s. 10, ch. 95-414; s. 9, ch. 98-203; s. 18, ch. 98-227; s. 106, ch. 99-245; s. 3, ch. 2000-

153; ss. 11, 38, ch. 2000-364; s. 2, ch. 2001-272; s. 10, ch. 2003-143; s. 3, ch. 2005-158; s. 22, ch. 2006-26; s. 10, ch. 2006-304; s. 8, ch. 2007-223; s. 9, ch.

2008-5; s. 151, ch. 2008-247; s. 17, ch. 2016-107; s. 1, ch. 2016-208.

Note.—Former s. 370.13.

1379.366 Blue crab; regulation.—
(1) No commercial harvester shall transport on the water, fish with or cause to be fished with, set, or place any trap

designed for taking blue crabs unless such commercial harvester holds a valid saltwater products license and
restricted species endorsement issued under s. 379.361 and a blue crab endorsement issued under this section. Each
trap shall have the harvester’s blue crab endorsement number permanently affixed to it. Each buoy a�ached to such a
trap shall also have the harvester’s blue crab endorsement number permanently a�ached to the buoy. The blue crab
endorsement number shall be affixed in legible figures at least 2 inches high on each buoy used. The saltwater
products license must be on board the boat, and both the license and the crabs shall be subject to inspection at all
times. This subsection shall not apply to an individual fishing with no more than five traps.

(2) No person shall harvest blue crabs with more than five traps, harvest blue crabs in commercial quantities, or
sell blue crabs unless such person holds a valid saltwater products license with a restricted species endorsement issued
under s. 379.361 and a blue crab endorsement issued under this section.

(a) In the event of the death or disability of a person holding an active blue crab endorsement, the endorsement
may be transferred by the person to a member of his or her immediate family or may be renewed by any person so



designated by the executor of the person’s estate.
(b) A commercial harvester who holds a saltwater products license and a blue crab endorsement that is issued to

the commercial harvester’s vessel registration number and who replaces an existing vessel with a new vessel may
transfer the existing blue crab endorsement to the saltwater products license of the new vessel.

(3)(a) Endorsement fees.—
1. The fee for a hard-shell blue crab endorsement for the taking of hard-shell blue crabs, as authorized by rule of

the commission, is $125, $25 of which must be used solely for the trap retrieval program authorized under s. 379.2424
and in commission rules.

2. The fee for a soft-shell blue crab endorsement for the taking of soft-shell blue crabs, as authorized by rule of the
commission, is $125, $25 of which must be used solely for the trap retrieval program authorized under s. 379.2424 and
in commission rules.

3. The fee for a nontransferable hard-shell blue crab endorsement for the taking of hard-shell blue crabs, as
authorized by rule of the commission, is $125, $25 of which must be used solely for the trap retrieval program
authorized under s. 379.2424 and in commission rules.

4. The fee for an incidental take blue crab endorsement for the taking of blue crabs as bycatch in shrimp trawls and
stone crab traps is $25, as authorized in commission rules.

(b) Trap tag fees.—The annual fee for each trap tag issued by the commission under the requirements of the blue
crab effort management program established by rule of the commission is 50 cents per tag. The fee for replacement
tags for lost or damaged tags is 50 cents per tag plus the cost of shipping. In the event of a major natural disaster, such
as a hurricane or major storm, that causes massive trap losses within an area declared by the Governor to be a disaster
emergency area, the commission may temporarily defer or waive replacement tag fees.

(c) Equitable rent.—The commission may establish by rule an amount of equitable rent that may be recovered as
partial compensation to the state for the enhanced access to its natural resources. In determining whether to establish
such a rent and the amount thereof, the commission may consider the amount of revenues annually generated by
endorsement fees, trap tag fees, replacement trap tag fees, trap retrieval fees, and the continued economic viability of
the commercial blue crab industry. A rule establishing an amount of equitable rent shall become effective only upon
approval by act of the Legislature.

(d) Disposition of moneys generated from fees and administrative penalties.—Moneys generated from the sale of blue
crab endorsements, trap tags, and replacement trap tags or from the assessment of administrative penalties by the
commission under this section shall be deposited into the Marine Resources Conservation Trust Fund. Up to 50
percent of the moneys generated from the sale of endorsements and trap tags and the assessment of administrative
penalties may be used for the operation and administration of the blue crab effort management program. The
remaining moneys generated from the sale of endorsements and trap tags and the assessment of administrative
penalties may be used for trap retrieval; management of the blue crab fishery; and public education activities, research,
and enforcement activities in support of the blue crab effort management program.

(e) Waiver of fees.—For the 2007-2008 license year, the commission shall waive all fees under this subsection for all
persons who qualify by September 30, 2007, to participate in the blue crab effort management program established by
commission rule.

(4)(a) Untagged trap penalties.—By July 1, 2008, the commission shall adopt by rule the administrative penalties
authorized by this subsection. In addition to any other penalties provided in s. 379.407 for any blue crab endorsement
holder who violates commission rules requiring the placement of trap tags for traps used for the directed harvest of
blue crabs, the following administrative penalties apply:

1. For a first violation, the commission shall assess an administrative penalty of up to $1,000.
2. For a second violation that occurs within 24 months after any previous such violation, the commission shall

assess an administrative penalty of up to $2,000, and the blue crab endorsement holder’s blue crab fishing privileges
may be suspended for 12 calendar months.

3. For a third violation that occurs within 36 months after any two previous such violations, the commission shall
assess an administrative penalty of up to $5,000, and the blue crab endorsement holder’s blue crab fishing privileges
may be suspended for 24 calendar months.



4. A fourth violation that occurs within 48 months after any three previous such violations shall result in
permanent revocation of all of the violator’s saltwater fishing privileges, including having the commission proceed
against the endorsement holder’s saltwater products license in accordance with s. 379.407.

Any blue crab endorsement holder assessed an administrative penalty under this paragraph shall, within 30 calendar
days after notification, pay the administrative penalty to the commission or request an administrative hearing under
ss. 120.569 and 120.57.

(b) Trap theft; prohibitions and penalties.—It is unlawful for any person to remove or take possession of the contents
of another harvester’s blue crab trap without the express wri�en consent of the trap owner, which must be available
for immediate inspection. Unauthorized possession of another harvester’s blue crab trap gear or removal of trap
contents constitutes theft.

1. Any commercial harvester receiving a judicial disposition other than dismissal or acqui�al on a charge of theft
of or from a trap as prohibited by this paragraph shall, in addition to the penalties specified in s. 379.407 and this
section, permanently lose all saltwater fishing privileges, including any saltwater products licenses, blue crab
endorsements, and blue crab trap tags allo�ed to him or her by the commission. In such cases, endorsements are
nontransferable.

2. In addition, any commercial harvester receiving a judicial disposition other than dismissal or acqui�al for
violating this paragraph shall also be assessed an administrative penalty of up to $5,000. Immediately upon receipt of
a citation for a violation involving theft of or from a trap and until adjudicated for such a violation, or upon receipt of
a judicial disposition other than dismissal or acqui�al for such a violation, the commercial harvester commi�ing the
violation is prohibited from transferring any blue crab endorsements.

3. A commercial harvester who violates this paragraph shall be punished under s. 379.407. Any other person who
violates this paragraph commits a Level Two violation under s. 379.401.

(c) Criminal activities prohibited.—
1. It is unlawful for any commercial harvester or any other person to:
a. Willfully molest any blue crab trap, line, or buoy that is the property of any licenseholder without the

permission of that licenseholder.
b. Barter, trade, lease, or sell a blue crab trap tag or conspire or aid in such barter, trade, lease, or sale unless duly

authorized by commission rules.
c. Supply, agree to supply, aid in supplying, or give away a blue crab trap tag unless duly authorized by

commission rules.
d. Make, alter, forge, counterfeit, or reproduce a blue crab trap tag.
e. Possess an altered, forged, counterfeit, or imitation blue crab trap tag.
f. Possess a number of original trap tags or replacement trap tags, the sum of which exceeds by 1 percent the

number of traps allowed by commission rules.
g. Engage in the commercial harvest of blue crabs while the blue crab endorsements of the licenseholder are under

suspension or revocation.
2. Immediately upon receiving a citation involving a violation of this paragraph and until adjudicated for such a

violation, a commercial harvester is prohibited from transferring any blue crab endorsement.
3. A commercial harvester convicted of violating this paragraph commits a felony of the third degree, punishable

as provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084, shall also be assessed an administrative penalty of up to $5,000, and
is immediately prohibited from transferring any blue crab endorsement. All blue crab endorsements issued to a
commercial harvester convicted of violating this paragraph may be suspended for up to 24 calendar months.

4. Any other person convicted of violating this paragraph commits a Level Four violation under s. 379.401.
(d) Endorsement transfers; fraudulent reports; penalties.—For a commercial harvester convicted of fraudulently

reporting the actual value of transferred blue crab endorsements, the commission may automatically suspend or
permanently revoke the seller’s or the purchaser’s blue crab endorsements. If the endorsement is permanently
revoked, the commission shall also permanently deactivate the endorsement holder’s blue crab trap tag accounts.



(e) Prohibitions during endorsement suspension and revocation.—During any period of suspension or after revocation
of a blue crab endorsement holder’s endorsements, he or she shall, within 15 days after notice provided by the
commission, remove from the water all traps subject to that endorsement. Failure to do so shall extend the period of
suspension for an additional 6 calendar months.

(5) For purposes of this section, a conviction is any disposition other than acqui�al or dismissal.
(6) A blue crab endorsement may not be renewed until all fees and administrative penalties imposed under this

section are paid.
History.—s. 1, ch. 73-26; s. 1, ch. 76-105; s. 2, ch. 77-142; ss. 1, 2, ch. 78-143; s. 2, ch. 80-299; s. 6, ch. 83-134; s. 2, ch. 84-121; ss. 16, 17, ch. 85-234;

s. 5, ch. 86-219; ss. 10, 19, ch. 86-240; s. 558, ch. 95-148; s. 11, ch. 95-414; s. 10, ch. 98-203; s. 19, ch. 98-227; s. 245, ch. 99-245; s. 6, ch. 2000-212; s.

39, ch. 2000-364; s. 11, ch. 2003-143; s. 11, ch. 2006-304; s. 9, ch. 2007-223; s. 152, ch. 2008-247; s. 63, ch. 2009-86; s. 6, ch. 2012-95.
1Note.—Section 6, ch. 83-134, as amended by s. 2, ch. 84-121; by s. 5, ch. 86-219; and by s. 19, ch. 86-240, repealed the then-existing section

effective July 1, 1984, and further provided that if the Governor and Cabinet had not adopted appropriate rules by July 1, 1984, this section

would remain in force until such rules were effective. Section 9, ch. 83-134, provided that, prior to the adoption of rules amending, readopting,

or repealing those provisions set forth in s. 6, the Marine Fisheries Commission would hold a public hearing thereon, and no such amendment,

readoption, or repeal would be acted upon until it had been determined, based upon appropriate findings of fact, that such action would not

adversely affect the resource. The Marine Fisheries Commission was transferred to the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission by s. 3, ch.

99-245.

Note.—Former s. 370.135.

1379.367 Spiny lobster; regulation.—
(1) It is the intent of the Legislature to maintain the spiny lobster industry for the economy of the state and to

conserve the stocks supplying this industry. The provisions of this act regulating the taking of spiny lobster are for the
purposes of ensuring and maintaining the highest possible production of spiny lobster.

(2)(a)1. Each commercial harvester taking or a�empting to take spiny lobster with a trap in commercial quantities
or for commercial purposes shall obtain and exhibit a spiny lobster endorsement number, as required by the Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Commission. The annual fee for a spiny lobster endorsement is $125. This endorsement may be
issued by the commission upon the receipt of application by the commercial harvester when accompanied by the
payment of the fee. The design of the applications and of the trap tag shall be determined by the commission. Any trap
or device used in taking or a�empting to take spiny lobster, other than a trap with the endorsement number, shall be
seized and destroyed by the commission. The proceeds of the fees imposed by this paragraph shall be deposited and
used as provided in paragraph (b). The commission may adopt rules to carry out the intent of this section.

2. Each commercial harvester taking or a�empting to take spiny lobster in commercial quantities or for
commercial purposes by any method, other than with a trap having a spiny lobster endorsement number issued by the
commission, must pay an annual fee of $100.

(b) Twenty-five dollars of the $125 fee for a spiny lobster endorsement required under subparagraph (a)1. must be
used only for trap retrieval as provided in s. 379.2424. The remainder of the fees collected under paragraph (a) shall be
deposited as follows:

1. Fifty percent of the fees collected shall be deposited in the Marine Resources Conservation Trust Fund for use in
enforcing the provisions of paragraph (a) through aerial and other surveillance and trap retrieval.

2. Fifty percent of the fees collected shall be deposited as provided in s. 379.3671(5).
(3) The spiny lobster endorsement must be on board the boat, and both the endorsement and the harvested spiny

lobster shall be subject to inspection at all times. Only one endorsement shall be issued for each boat. The spiny lobster
endorsement number must be prominently displayed above the topmost portion of the boat so as to be easily and
readily identified.

(4)(a) It is unlawful for any person willfully to molest any spiny lobster traps, lines, or buoys belonging to another
without permission of the licenseholder.

(b) A commercial harvester who violates this subsection commits a felony of the third degree, punishable as
provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083. Any other person who violates this subsection commits a Level Four violation
under s. 379.401.



(5) Any spiny lobster licenseholder, upon selling licensed spiny lobster traps, shall furnish the commission notice
of such sale of all or part of his or her interest within 15 days thereof. Any holder of said license shall also notify the
commission within 15 days if his or her address no longer conforms to the address appearing on the license and shall,
as a part of such notification, furnish the commission with his or her new address.

(6)(a) By a special permit granted by the commission, a Florida-licensed seafood dealer may lawfully import,
process, and package spiny lobster or uncooked tails of the species Panulirus argus during the closed season. However,
spiny lobster landed under special permit shall not be sold in the state.

(b) The licensed seafood dealer importing any such spiny lobster under the permit shall, 12 hours prior to the time
the seagoing vessel or airplane delivering such imported spiny lobster enters the state, notify the commission as to the
seagoing vessel’s name or the airplane’s registration number and its captain, location, and point of destination.

(c) At the time the spiny lobster cargo is delivered to the permitholder’s place of business, the spiny lobster cargo
shall be weighed and shall be available for inspection by the commission. A signed receipt of such quantity in pounds
shall be forwarded to the commission within 48 hours after shipment weigh-in completion. If requested by the
commission, the weigh-in process will be delayed up to 4 hours to allow for a commission representative to be present
during the process.

(d) Within 48 hours after shipment weigh-in completion, the permitholder shall submit to the commission, on
forms provided by the commission, a sworn report of the quantity in pounds of the spiny lobster received, which
report shall include the location of said spiny lobster and a sworn statement that said spiny lobster were taken at least
50 miles from Florida’s shoreline. The landing of spiny lobster or spiny lobster tails from which the eggs,
swimmere�es, or pleopods have been removed; the falsification of information as to area from which spiny lobster
were obtained; or the failure to file the report called for in this section shall be grounds to revoke the permit.

(e) Each permitholder shall keep throughout the period of the closed season copies of the bill of sale or invoices
covering each transaction involving spiny lobster imported under this permit. Such invoices and bills shall be kept
available at all times for inspection by the commission.

(7)(a) A Florida-licensed seafood dealer may obtain a special permit to import, process, and package uncooked
tails of spiny lobster upon the payment of the sum of $100 to the commission.

(b) A special permit must be obtained by any airplane or seagoing vessel other than a common carrier used to
transport spiny lobster or spiny lobster tails for purchase by licensed seafood dealers for purposes as provided herein
upon the payment of $50.

(c) All special permits issued under this subsection are nontransferable.
(8) No common carrier or employee of said carrier may carry, knowingly receive for carriage, or permit the

carriage of any spiny lobster of the species Panulirus argus, regardless of where taken, during the closed season, except
of the species Panulirus argus lawfully imported from a foreign country for reshipment outside of the territorial limits
of the state under United States Customs bond or in accordance with paragraph (7)(a).

History.—s. 2, ch. 28145, 1953; s. 1, ch. 29896, 1955; s. 1, ch. 65-53; s. 1, ch. 65-251; ss. 25, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 1, ch. 69-228; s. 1, ch. 70-140; s. 1, ch.

70-162; s. 1, ch. 70-369; ss. 292, 293, ch. 71-136; s. 1, ch. 72-76; s. 1, ch. 72-250; s. 1, ch. 73-45; s. 1, ch. 73-211; s. 2, ch. 74-220; s. 1, ch. 76-107; s. 110,

ch. 77-104; ss. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, ch. 77-142; s. 1, ch. 77-174; s. 8, ch. 83-134; s. 2, ch. 84-121; s. 1, ch. 85-163; ss. 16, 17, ch. 85-234; s. 11, ch. 86-240; s. 3, ch.

87-116; s. 3, ch. 87-120; s. 1, ch. 88-369; ss. 5, 12, ch. 89-98; s. 4, ch. 89-270; s. 10, ch. 90-243; s. 3, ch. 90-310; s. 2, ch. 91-154; s. 228, ch. 94-356; s. 91,

ch. 95-143; s. 993, ch. 95-148; s. 12, ch. 95-414; s. 9, ch. 96-300; s. 32, ch. 96-321; s. 40, ch. 97-160; s. 22, ch. 97-164; s. 20, ch. 98-227; s. 155, ch. 99-13;

s. 107, ch. 99-245; ss. 38, 42, ch. 2000-197; s. 7, ch. 2000-212; s. 42, ch. 2000-362; s. 40, ch. 2000-364; s. 38, ch. 2002-46; s. 1, ch. 2004-72; s. 12, ch.

2006-304; s. 10, ch. 2007-223; s. 153, ch. 2008-247.
1Note.—Section 8, ch. 83-134, as amended by s. 2, ch. 84-121, and by s. 1, ch. 85-163, repealed the then-existing section, effective July 1, 1986,

and further provided that if the Governor and Cabinet had not adopted appropriate rules by July 1, 1986, it would remain in force until such

rules were effective. Section 9, ch. 83-134, provided that, prior to the adoption of rules amending, readopting, or repealing those provisions set

forth in s. 8, the Marine Fisheries Commission would hold a public hearing thereon, and no such amendment, readoption, or repeal would be

acted upon until it had been determined, based upon appropriate findings of fact, that such action would not adversely affect the resource. The

Marine Fisheries Commission was transferred to the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission by s. 3, ch. 99-245.

Note.—Former s. 370.14.



379.3671 Spiny lobster trap certificate program.—
(1) INTENT.—Due to rapid growth, the spiny lobster fishery is experiencing increased congestion and conflict on

the water, excessive mortality of undersized lobsters, a declining yield per trap, and public concern over petroleum
and debris pollution from existing traps. In an effort to solve these and related problems, the Legislature intends to
develop pursuant to the provisions of this section a spiny lobster trap certificate program, the principal goal of which
is to stabilize the fishery by reducing the total number of traps, which should increase the yield per trap and therefore
maintain or increase overall catch levels. The Legislature seeks to preserve as much flexibility in the program as
possible for the fishery’s various constituents and ensure that any reduction in total trap numbers will be proportioned
equally on a percentage basis among all users of traps in the fishery.

(2) TRANSFERABLE TRAP CERTIFICATES; TRAP TAGS; FEES; PENALTIES.—The Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission shall establish a trap certificate program for the spiny lobster fishery of this state and shall
be responsible for its administration and enforcement as follows:

(a) Transferable trap certificates.—Each holder of a saltwater products license who uses traps for taking or
a�empting to take spiny lobsters shall be required to have a certificate on record for each trap possessed or used
therefor, except as otherwise provided in this section.

1. Trap certificates are transferable on a market basis and may be transferred from one licenseholder to another for
a fair market value agreed upon between the transferor and transferee. Each such transfer shall, within 72 hours
thereof, be recorded on a notarized form provided for that purpose by the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
and hand delivered or sent by certified mail, return receipt requested, to the commission for recordkeeping purposes.
In order to cover the added administrative costs of the program and to recover an equitable natural resource rent for
the people of the state, a transfer fee of $2 per certificate transferred shall be assessed against the purchasing
licenseholder and sent by money order or cashier’s check with the certificate transfer form. Also, in addition to the
transfer fee, a surcharge of $5 per certificate transferred or 25 percent of the actual market value, whichever is greater,
given to the transferor shall be assessed the first time a certificate is transferred outside the original transferor’s
immediate family. No transfer of a certificate shall be effective until the commission receives the notarized transfer
form and the transfer fee, including any surcharge, is paid. The commission may establish by rule an amount of
equitable rent per trap certificate that shall be recovered as partial compensation to the state for the enhanced access to
its natural resources. A rule establishing an amount of equitable rent shall become effective only after approval by the
Legislature. In determining whether to establish such a rent and, if so, the amount thereof, the commission shall
consider the amount of revenues annually generated by certificate fees, transfer fees, surcharges, trap license fees, and
sales taxes, the demonstrated fair market value of transferred certificates, and the continued economic viability of the
commercial lobster industry. All proceeds of equitable rent recovered shall be deposited in the Marine Resources
Conservation Trust Fund and used by the commission for research, management, and protection of the spiny lobster
fishery and habitat. A transfer fee may not be assessed or required when the transfer is within a family as a result of
the death or disability of the certificate owner. A surcharge will not be assessed for any transfer within an individual’s
immediate family.

2. No person, firm, corporation, or other business entity may control, directly or indirectly, more than 1.5 percent
of the total available certificates in any license year.

3. The commission shall maintain records of all certificates and their transfers and shall annually provide each
licenseholder with a statement of certificates held.

4. The number of trap tags issued annually to each licenseholder shall not exceed the number of certificates held
by the licenseholder at the time of issuance, and such tags and a statement of certificates held shall be issued
simultaneously.

5. It is unlawful for any person to lease spiny lobster trap tags or certificates.
(b) Trap tags.—Each trap used to take or a�empt to take spiny lobsters in state waters or adjacent federal waters

shall, in addition to the spiny lobster endorsement number required by s. 379.367(2), have affixed thereto an annual
trap tag issued by the commission. Each such tag shall be made of durable plastic or similar material and shall, based
on the number of certificates held, have stamped thereon the owner’s license number. To facilitate enforcement and
recordkeeping, such tags shall be issued each year in a color different from that of each of the previous 3 years. The



annual certificate fee shall be $1 per certificate. Replacement tags for lost or damaged tags may be obtained as
provided by rule of the commission. In the event of a major natural disaster, such as a hurricane or major storm, that
causes massive trap losses within an area declared by the Governor to be a disaster emergency area, the commission
may temporarily defer or waive replacement tag fees.

(c) Prohibitions; penalties.—
1. A person may not possess or use a spiny lobster trap in or on state waters or adjacent federal waters without

having affixed thereto the trap tag required by this section. A person may not possess or use any other gear or device
designed to a�ract and enclose or otherwise aid in the taking of spiny lobster by trapping that is not a trap as defined
by commission rule.

2. A person may not possess or use spiny lobster trap tags without having the necessary number of certificates on
record as required by this section.

3. A person may not willfully molest, take possession of, or remove the contents of another harvester’s spiny
lobster trap without the express wri�en consent of the trap owner available for immediate inspection. Unauthorized
possession of another harvester’s trap gear or removal of another harvester’s trap contents constitutes theft.

a. A commercial harvester who violates this subparagraph shall be punished under ss. 379.367 and 379.407. A
commercial harvester receiving a judicial disposition other than dismissal or acqui�al on a charge of theft of or from a
trap pursuant to this subparagraph or s. 379.402 shall, in addition to the penalties specified in ss. 379.367 and 379.407
and this section, permanently lose all of his or her saltwater fishing privileges, including his or her saltwater products
license, spiny lobster endorsement, and all trap certificates allo�ed to him or her through this program. In such cases,
trap certificates and endorsements are nontransferable.

b. A commercial harvester receiving a judicial disposition other than dismissal or acqui�al on a charge of willful
molestation of a trap, in addition to the penalties specified in ss. 379.367 and 379.407, shall lose all of his or her
saltwater fishing privileges for a period of 24 months.

c. In addition to any other penalties specified in this subparagraph, a commercial harvester charged with violating
this subparagraph and receiving a judicial disposition other than dismissal or acqui�al for violating this subparagraph
or s. 379.402 shall also be assessed an administrative penalty of up to $5,000.

Immediately upon receiving a citation for a violation involving theft of or from a trap, or molestation of a trap, and
until adjudicated for such a violation or, upon receipt of a judicial disposition other than dismissal or acqui�al of such
a violation, the commercial harvester commi�ing the violation is prohibited from transferring any of his or her spiny
lobster trap certificates and endorsements.

4. In addition to any other penalties provided in s. 379.407, a commercial harvester who violates this section or
commission rules relating to spiny lobster traps shall be punished as follows:

a. If the first violation is for a violation of subparagraph 1. or subparagraph 2., the commission shall assess an
additional administrative penalty of up to $1,000. For all other first violations, the commission shall assess an
additional administrative penalty of up to $500.

b. For a second violation of subparagraph 1. or subparagraph 2. that occurs within 24 months after any previous
such violation, the commission shall assess an additional administrative penalty of up to $2,000, and the spiny lobster
endorsement issued under s. 379.367(2) or (6) may be suspended for 12 months.

c. For a third violation of subparagraph 1. or subparagraph 2. that occurs within 36 months after any two previous
such violations, the commission shall assess an additional administrative penalty of up to $5,000, and the spiny lobster
endorsement issued under s. 379.367(2) or (6) may be suspended for 24 months.

d. A fourth violation that occurs within 48 months after any three previous such violations shall result in
permanent revocation of all of the violator’s saltwater fishing privileges, including having the commission proceed
against the endorsement holder’s saltwater products license in accordance with s. 379.407.

e. Within 30 days after notification, a person assessed an additional administrative penalty pursuant to this section
shall:

(I) Pay the administrative penalty to the commission; or



(II) Request an administrative hearing pursuant to ss. 120.569 and 120.57.
f. The commission shall suspend the spiny lobster endorsement issued under s. 379.367(2) or (6) if a person fails to

comply with sub-subparagraph e.
5.a. A person may not make, alter, forge, counterfeit, or reproduce a spiny lobster trap tag or certificate.
b. A person may not knowingly have in his or her possession a forged, counterfeit, or imitation spiny lobster trap

tag or certificate.
c. A person may not barter, trade, sell, supply, agree to supply, aid in supplying, or give away a spiny lobster trap

tag or certificate or conspire to barter, trade, sell, supply, aid in supplying, or give away a spiny lobster trap tag or
certificate unless such action is authorized by the commission as provided in this chapter or in the rules of the
commission.

6.a. A commercial harvester who violates subparagraph 5., or a commercial harvester who engages in the
commercial harvest, trapping, or possession of spiny lobster without a spiny lobster endorsement as required by s.
379.367(2) or (6) or during any period while such spiny lobster endorsement is under suspension or revocation,
commits a felony of the third degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084.

b. In addition to any penalty imposed pursuant to sub-subparagraph a., the commission shall assess a fine of up to
twice the amount of the appropriate surcharge to be paid on the fair market value of the transferred certificates, as
provided in subparagraph (a)1., on a commercial harvester who violates sub-subparagraph 5.c.

c. In addition to any penalty imposed pursuant to sub-subparagraph a., a commercial harvester receiving any
judicial disposition other than acqui�al or dismissal for a violation of subparagraph 5. shall be assessed an
administrative penalty of up to $5,000, and the spiny lobster endorsement under which the violation was commi�ed
may be suspended for up to 24 months. Immediately upon issuance of a citation involving a violation of subparagraph
5. and until adjudication of such a violation, and after receipt of any judicial disposition other than acqui�al or
dismissal for such a violation, the commercial harvester holding the spiny lobster endorsement listed on the citation is
prohibited from transferring any spiny lobster trap certificates.

d. A person who violates subparagraph 5. commits a Level Four violation under s. 379.401.
7. Before the 2010-2011 license year, any certificates for which the annual certificate fee is not paid for a period of 3

years shall be considered abandoned and shall revert to the commission. Beginning with the 2010-2011 license year,
any certificate for which the annual certificate fee is not paid for a period of 2 consecutive years shall be considered
abandoned and shall revert to the commission. During any period of trap reduction, any certificates reverting to the
commission shall become permanently unavailable and be considered in that amount to be reduced during the next
license-year period. Otherwise, any certificates that revert to the commission are to be reallo�ed in such manner as
provided by the commission.

8. The proceeds of all administrative penalties collected pursuant to subparagraph 4. and all fines collected
pursuant to sub-subparagraph 6.b. shall be deposited into the Marine Resources Conservation Trust Fund.

9. All traps shall be removed from the water during any period of suspension or revocation.
10. Except as otherwise provided, a person who violates this paragraph commits a Level Two violation under s.

379.401.
(d) No vested rights.—The trap certificate program shall not create vested rights in licenseholders whatsoever and

may be altered or terminated as necessary to protect the spiny lobster resource, the participants in the fishery, or the
public interest.

(3) TRAP REDUCTION.—The objective of the overall trap certificate program is to reduce the number of traps
used in the spiny lobster fishery to the lowest number that will maintain or increase overall catch levels, promote

economic efficiency in the fishery, and conserve natural resources. Therefore, the 1Marine Fisheries Commission shall
set an overall trap reduction goal based on maintaining or maximizing a sustained harvest from the spiny lobster

fishery. To reach that goal, the 1Marine Fisheries Commission shall, by July 1, 1992, set an annual trap reduction
schedule, not to exceed 10 percent per year, applicable to all certificateholders until the overall trap reduction goal is
reached. All certificateholders shall have their certificate holdings reduced by the same percentage of certificates each
year according to the trap reduction schedule. Until July 1, 1999, the Department of Environmental Protection shall



issue the number of trap tags authorized by the 1Marine Fisheries Commission, as requested, and a revised statement
of certificates held. Beginning July 1, 1999, the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission shall annually issue the
number of trap tags authorized by the commission’s schedule, as requested, and a revised statement of certificates
held. Certificateholders may maintain or increase their total number of certificates held by purchasing available
certificates from within the authorized total. The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission shall provide for an
annual evaluation of the trap reduction process and shall suspend the annual percentage reductions for any period
deemed necessary by the commission in order to assess the impact of the trap reduction schedule on the fishery. The
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission may then, by rule, resume, terminate, or reverse the schedule as it deems
necessary to protect the spiny lobster resource and the participants in the fishery.

(4) TRAP CERTIFICATE TECHNICAL ADVISORY AND APPEALS BOARD.—There is hereby established the
Trap Certificate Technical Advisory and Appeals Board. Such board shall consider and advise the commission on
disputes and other problems arising from the implementation of the spiny lobster trap certificate program. The board
may also provide information to the commission on the operation of the trap certificate program.

(a) The board shall consist of the executive director of the commission or designee and nine other members
appointed by the executive director, according to the following criteria:

1. All appointed members shall be certificateholders, but two shall be holders of fewer than 100 certificates, two
shall be holders of at least 100 but no more than 750 certificates, three shall be holders of more than 750 but not more
than 2,000 certificates, and two shall be holders of more than 2,000 certificates.

2. At least one member each shall come from Broward, Miami-Dade, and Palm Beach Counties; and five members
shall come from the various regions of the Florida Keys.

3. At least one appointed member shall be a person of Hispanic origin capable of speaking English and Spanish.
(b) The term of each appointed member shall be for 4 years, and any vacancy shall be filled for the balance of the

unexpired term with a person of the qualifications necessary to maintain the requirements of paragraph (a). There
shall be no limitation on successive appointments to the board.

(c) The executive director of the commission or designee shall serve as a member and shall call the organizational
meeting of the board. The board shall annually elect a chair and a vice chair. There shall be no limitation on successive
terms that may be served by a chair or vice chair. The board shall meet at the call of its chair, at the request of a
majority of its membership, at the request of the commission, or at such times as may be prescribed by its rules. A
majority of the board shall constitute a quorum, and official action of the board shall require a majority vote of the
total membership of the board present at the meeting.

(d) The procedural rules adopted by the board shall conform to the requirements of chapter 120.
(e) Members of the board shall be reimbursed for per diem and travel expenses as provided in s. 112.061.
(f) Upon reaching a decision on any dispute or problem brought before it, including any decision involving the

allotment of certificates under paragraph (g), the board shall submit such decision to the executive director of the
commission for final approval. The executive director of the commission may alter or disapprove any decision of the
board, with notice thereof given in writing to the board and to each party in the dispute explaining the reasons for the
disapproval. The action of the executive director of the commission constitutes final agency action.

(g) In addition to those certificates allo�ed pursuant to the provisions of subparagraph (2)(a)1., up to 125,000
certificates may be allo�ed by the board to se�le disputes or other problems arising from implementation of the trap
certificate program during the 1992-1993 and 1993-1994 license years. Any certificates not allo�ed by March 31, 1994,
shall become permanently unavailable and shall be considered as part of the 1994-1995 reduction schedule. All appeals
for additional certificates or other disputes must be filed with the board before October 1, 1993.

(h) Any trap certificates issued by the Department of Environmental Protection and, effective July 1, 1999, the
commission as a result of the appeals process must be added to the existing number of trap certificates for the
purposes of determining the total number of certificates from which the subsequent season’s trap reduction is
calculated.

(i) On and after July 1, 1994, the board shall no longer consider and advise the Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission on disputes and other problems arising from implementation of the trap certificate program nor allot any



certificates with respect thereto.
(5) DISPOSITION OF FEES AND SURCHARGES.—Transfer fees and surcharges, annual trap certificate fees, and

recreational tag fees collected pursuant to paragraphs (2)(a) and (b) shall be deposited in the Marine Resources
Conservation Trust Fund and used for administration of the trap certificate program, research and monitoring of the
spiny lobster fishery, and enforcement and public education activities in support of the purposes of this section and
shall also be for the use of the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission in evaluating the impact of the trap
reduction schedule on the spiny lobster fishery; however, at least 15 percent of the fees and surcharges collected shall
be provided to the commission for such evaluation.

(6) RULEMAKING AUTHORITY.—The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission may adopt rules to
implement the provisions of this section.

History.—s. 1, ch. 90-317; ss. 1, 3, 4, ch. 91-154; s. 5, ch. 91-429; s. 2, ch. 92-60; ss. 10, 12, ch. 93-223; s. 229, ch. 94-356; s. 994, ch. 95-148; s. 33,

ch. 96-321; s. 98, ch. 96-410; s. 7, ch. 98-203; s. 156, ch. 99-13; s. 109, ch. 99-245; s. 41, ch. 2000-364; s. 7, ch. 2002-264; s. 12, ch. 2003-143; s. 23, ch.

2006-26; s. 13, ch. 2006-304; s. 12, ch. 2007-223; s. 76, ch. 2008-4; s. 10, ch. 2008-5; s. 154, ch. 2008-247; s. 37, ch. 2009-86; s. 2, ch. 2016-208.
1Note.—Transferred to the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission by s. 3, ch. 99-245.

Note.—Former s. 370.142.

379.368 Fees for the retrieval of spiny lobster, stone crab, blue crab, and black sea bass traps during closed
season.—

(1) Pursuant to s. 379.2424, the commission shall assess trap owners, and collect, a retrieval fee of $10 per trap
retrieved. However, for each person holding a spiny lobster endorsement, a stone crab endorsement, or a blue crab
endorsement issued under rule of the commission, the retrieval fee shall be waived for the first five traps retrieved.
Traps recovered under this program shall become the property of the commission or its contract agent, as determined
by the commission, and shall be either destroyed or resold to the original owner. Revenue from retrieval fees shall be
deposited in the Marine Resources Conservation Trust Fund and used solely for operation of the trap retrieval
program.

(2) Payment of all assessed retrieval fees shall be required prior to renewal of the trap owner’s saltwater products
license. Retrieval fees assessed under this program shall stand in lieu of other penalties imposed for such trap
violations.

(3) In the event of a major natural disaster, such as a hurricane or major storm, that causes massive trap losses
within an area declared by the Governor to be a disaster emergency area, the commission shall waive trap retrieval
fees.

History.—s. 4, ch. 87-116; s. 4, ch. 87-120; s. 34, ch. 96-321; s. 246, ch. 99-245; s. 42, ch. 2000-364; s. 2, ch. 2004-72; s. 13, ch. 2007-223; s. 155, ch.

2008-247.

Note.—Former s. 370.143(2)-(4).

379.369 Fees for shrimp fishing in Tampa Bay.—Each application for a permit to shrimp fish in the waters of
Tampa Bay shall be accompanied by a fee of $250 for each resident of the state and $1,000 for each nonresident of the
state. The proceeds of the fees collected pursuant to this paragraph shall be deposited into the Marine Resources
Conservation Trust Fund to be used by the commission for the purpose of enforcement of marine resource laws.

History.—s. 1, ch. 91-101; s. 232, ch. 94-356; s. 996, ch. 95-148; s. 36, ch. 96-321; s. 157, ch. 99-13; s. 110, ch. 99-245; s. 5, ch. 2003-143; s. 156, ch.

2008-247.

Note.—Former s. 370.1535.

379.3711 License fee for private game preserves and farms.—The license fee for establishing, maintaining, and
operating a private preserve and farm pursuant to s. 379.302 is $50 per year. The fee is payable to the commission and
shall be deposited in the State Game Trust Fund.

History.—s. 157, ch. 2008-247.

379.3712 Private hunting preserve license fees; exception.—



(1) Any person who operates a private hunting preserve commercially or otherwise shall be required to pay a
license fee of $70 for each such preserve; provided, however, that during the open season established for wild game of
any species a private individual may take artificially propagated game of such species up to the bag limit prescribed
for the particular species without being required to pay the license fee required by this section; provided further that if
any such individual shall charge a fee for taking such game she or he shall be required to pay the license fee required
by this section and to comply with the rules of the commission relative to the operation of private hunting preserves.

(2) A commercial hunting preserve license, which shall exempt patrons of licensed preserves from the license and
permit requirements of s. 379.354(4)(c), (d), (f), (h), (i) and (j); (5)(g) and (h); (8)(a), (b), and (e); (9)(a)2.; (11); and (12)
while hunting on the licensed preserve property, shall be $500. Such commercial hunting preserve license shall be
available only to those private hunting preserves licensed pursuant to this section which are operated exclusively for
commercial purposes, which are open to the public, and for which a uniform fee is charged to patrons for hunting
privileges.

History.—s. 3, ch. 59-73; s. 47, ch. 89-175; s. 5, ch. 91-58; s. 10, ch. 91-78; s. 582, ch. 95-148; s. 163, ch. 99-13; s. 142, ch. 99-245; s. 28, ch. 2002-46;

s. 6, ch. 2003-151; s. 5, ch. 2005-45; s. 24, ch. 2006-304; s. 21, ch. 2007-223; s. 158, ch. 2008-247; s. 56, ch. 2009-86.

Note.—Former s. 372.661.

379.372 Capturing, keeping, possessing, transporting, or exhibiting venomous reptiles, reptiles of concern,
conditional reptiles, or prohibited reptiles; license required.—

(1)(a) No person, party, firm, association, or corporation shall capture, keep, possess, or exhibit any poisonous or
venomous reptile or reptile of concern without first having obtained a special permit or license therefor from the Fish
and Wildlife Conservation Commission as provided in this section.

(b) By December 31, 2007, the commission shall establish a list of reptiles of concern, including venomous,
nonvenomous, native, nonnative, or other reptiles, which require additional regulation for capture, possession,
transportation, or exhibition due to their nature, habits, status, or potential to negatively impact humans, the
environment, or ecology.

(c) It shall be unlawful for any person, party, firm, association, or corporation, whether licensed hereunder or not,
to capture, keep, possess, or exhibit any venomous reptile or reptile of concern in any manner not approved as safe,
secure, and proper by the commission. Venomous reptiles or reptiles of concern held in captivity are subject to
inspection by the commission. The commission shall determine whether the reptiles are securely, safely, and properly
penned. In the event that the reptiles are not safely penned, the commission shall report the situation in writing to the
person, party, firm, association, or corporation owning the reptiles. Failure of the person, party, firm, association, or
corporation to correct the situation within 30 days after such wri�en notice shall be grounds for revocation of the
license or permit of the person, party, firm, association, or corporation.

(d) Venomous reptiles or reptiles of concern shall be transported in a safe, secure, and proper manner. The
commission shall establish by rule the requirements for the transportation of venomous reptiles or reptiles of concern.

(2)(a) No person, party, firm, association, or corporation shall keep, possess, import into the state, sell, barter,
trade, or breed the following species for personal use or for sale for personal use:

1. Burmese or Indian python (Python molurus).
2. Reticulated python (Python reticulatus).
3. Northern African python (Python sebae).
4. Southern African python (Python natalensis).
5. Amethystine or scrub python (Morelia amethystinus).
6. Green Anaconda (Eunectes murinus).
7. Nile monitor (Varanus niloticus).
8. Any other reptile designated as a conditional or prohibited species by the commission.
(b) If a person, party, firm, association, or corporation holds a permit issued before July 1, 2010, under subsection

(1) to legally possess a species listed in paragraph (a), that person, party, firm, association, or corporation may possess
such reptile for the remainder of the life of the reptile.



(c) If a person, party, firm, association, or corporation holds a permit issued before July 1, 2010, under subsection
(1) to legally possess a reptile listed in paragraph (a), and the reptile remains alive following the death or dissolution
of the licensee, the reptile may be legally transferred to another entity holding a permit authorizing possession of the
reptile for the remainder of the life of the reptile.

(d) If the commission designates a species of reptile as a conditional or prohibited species after July 1, 2010, the
commission may authorize the personal possession of that newly designated species by those licensed to possess that
species of reptile before the effective date of the species’ designation by the commission as a conditional or prohibited
species. The personal possession of such reptile is not a violation of paragraph (a) if the personal possession was
authorized by the commission.

(e) This subsection does not apply to traveling wildlife exhibitors that are licensed or registered under the United
States Animal Welfare Act or to zoological facilities that are licensed or exempted by the commission from the
licensure requirement.

History.—s. 1, ch. 28263, 1953; s. 165, ch. 99-245; s. 1, ch. 2007-239; s. 159, ch. 2008-247; s. 2, ch. 2010-185.

Note.—Former s. 372.86.

379.373 License fee; renewal, revocation.—
(1)(a) The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission is authorized and empowered to issue a license or permit

for the capturing, keeping, possessing, or exhibiting of venomous reptiles, upon payment of an annual fee of $100 and
upon assurance that all of the provisions of ss. 379.305 and 379.372-379.374 and such other reasonable rules and
regulations as the commission may prescribe will be fully complied with in all respects.

(b) The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission is authorized and empowered to issue a license or permit for
the capturing, keeping, possessing, or exhibiting of reptiles of concern upon payment of an annual fee not to exceed
$100 and upon assurance that all of the provisions of ss. 379.305 and 379.372-379.374 and such other reasonable rules
and regulations as the commission may prescribe will be fully complied with in all respects. The annual fee for
issuance or renewal of a license or permit under this paragraph for reptiles of concern is initially set at $100. However,
the commission may reduce that annual fee by rule if the commission determines that there is general compliance with
ss. 379.305 and 379.372-379.374 and that such compliance allows for a reduction in fees to cover the costs of
administering and enforcing the reptiles of concern program. The commission may issue a license or permit to an
applicant who holds a current and valid license or permit for venomous reptiles under paragraph (a) and meets all
requirements for the capturing, keeping, possessing, or exhibiting of reptiles of concern, but shall not require payment
of an additional annual fee.

(2) Such permits or licenses may be revoked by the commission upon violation of any of the provisions of ss.
379.305 and 379.372-379.374 or upon violation of any of the rules and regulations prescribed by the commission
relating to the capturing, keeping, possessing, and exhibiting of any venomous reptiles or reptiles of concern. Such
permits or licenses shall be for an annual period to be prescribed by the commission and shall be renewable upon the
payment of said fee and shall be subject to the same conditions, limitations, and restrictions as set forth in this section.
All moneys received pursuant to this section shall be deposited into the State Game Trust Fund to be used to
implement, administer, enforce, and educate the public regarding ss. 379.305 and 379.372-379.374.

History.—s. 2, ch. 28263, 1953; s. 166, ch. 99-245; s. 8, ch. 2003-151; s. 2, ch. 2007-239; s. 160, ch. 2008-247.

Note.—Former s. 372.87.

379.374 Bond required, amount.—
(1) No person, party, firm, or corporation shall exhibit to the public either with or without charge or admission fee

any venomous reptile without having first posted a good and sufficient bond in writing in the penal sum of $10,000
payable to the commission, conditioned that such exhibitor will indemnify and save harmless all persons from injury
or damage from such venomous reptiles so exhibited and shall fully comply with all laws of the state and all rules and
regulations of the commission governing the capturing, keeping, possessing, or exhibiting of venomous reptiles;
provided, however, that the aggregate liability of the surety for all such injuries or damages shall, in no event, exceed
the penal sum of the bond. The surety for the bond must be a surety company authorized to do business under the



laws of the state or in lieu of such a surety, cash in the sum of $10,000 may be posted with the commission to ensure
compliance with the conditions of the bond.

(2) No person, party, firm, association, or corporation shall possess or exhibit to the public either with or without
charge or admission fee, any Class I wildlife, as defined in s. 379.303 and commission rule, without having first
guaranteed financial responsibility, in the sum of $10,000, for any liability which may be incurred in the possession or
exhibition to the public of Class I wildlife. The commission shall adopt, by rule, the methods of payment that satisfy
the financial responsibility, which may include cash, the establishment of a trust fund, an irrevocable le�er of credit,
casualty insurance, a corporate guarantee, or any combination thereof, in the sum of $10,000 which shall be posted
with the commission. In lieu of the $10,000 financial responsibility guarantee required in this subsection, the person,
party, firm, association, or corporation has the option to maintain comprehensive general liability insurance, with
minimum limits of $2 million per occurrence and $2 million annual aggregate, as shall protect the person, party, firm,
association, or corporation from claims for damage for personal injury, including accidental death, as well as claims
for property damage which may arise. Proof of such insurance shall be submi�ed to the commission.

History.—s. 3, ch. 28263, 1953; s. 588, ch. 95-148; s. 167, ch. 99-245; s. 3, ch. 2007-239; s. 161, ch. 2008-247; s. 3, ch. 2010-185.

Note.—Former s. 372.88.

379.3751 Taking and possession of alligators; trapping licenses; fees.—
(1)(a) A person may not take or possess any alligator or the eggs thereof without having been issued an alligator

license as provided in this section. The license shall be dated when issued and remain valid for 12 months after the
date of issuance and shall authorize the person to whom it is issued to take or possess alligators and their eggs, and to
sell, possess, and process alligators and their hides and meat, in accordance with law and commission rules. The
license is not transferable and is not valid unless it bears on its face in indelible ink the name of the person to whom it
is issued. The license shall be in the personal possession of the licensee while the licensee is taking alligators or their
eggs or is selling, possessing, or processing alligators or their eggs, hides, or meat. The failure of the licensee to exhibit
the license to a commission law enforcement officer, when the licensee is found taking alligators or their eggs or is
found selling, possessing, or processing alligators or their eggs, hides, or meat, is a violation of law.

(b) A person who has been convicted of any violation of s. 379.3015 or s. 379.409 or rules of the commission
relating to the illegal taking of crocodilian species may not be issued a license for a period of 5 years subsequent to
such conviction. If a violation involves the unauthorized taking of an endangered crocodilian species, a license may
not be issued for 10 years subsequent to the conviction.

(c) An alligator trapping license is not required for a person taking nuisance alligators pursuant to a contract with
the commission. A person assisting contracted nuisance alligator trappers, unless otherwise exempt under paragraph
(d) or paragraph (e), must possess an alligator trapping license or an alligator trapping agent license as provided in
subsection (2).

(d) An alligator trapping agent license is not required for a child under 16 years of age taking alligators under an
alligator harvest program implemented by commission rule.

(e) An alligator trapping license or alligator trapping agent license is not required for a person taking alligators
under a military or disabled veterans event permit issued by the commission pursuant to s. 379.353(2)(q).

(f) An alligator trapping license or alligator trapping agent license shall be issued without fee to any disabled
resident who meets the requirements of s. 379.353(1).

(g) A person engaged in the taking of alligators under any permit issued by the commission which authorizes the
taking of alligators is not required to possess a management area permit under s. 379.354(8).

(2) The license and issuance fee, and the activity authorized thereby, shall be as follows:
(a) The annual fee for issuance of a resident alligator trapping license, which permits a resident of the state to take

alligators occurring in the wild other than alligator hatchlings, to possess and process alligators taken under authority
of such alligator trapping license or otherwise legally acquired, and to possess, process, and sell their hides and meat,
shall be $250.

(b) The annual fee for issuance of a nonresident alligator trapping license, which permits a person other than a
resident of the state to take alligators occurring in the wild other than alligator hatchlings, to possess and process



alligators taken under authority of such alligator trapping license, and to possess, process, and sell their hides and
meat, shall be $1,000.

(c) The annual fee for issuance of an alligator trapping agent’s license, which permits a person to act as an agent of
any person who has been issued a resident or nonresident alligator trapping license as provided in paragraph (a) or
paragraph (b) and to take alligators occurring in the wild other than alligator hatchlings, to possess and process
alligators taken under authority of such agency relationship, and to possess, process, and sell their hides and meat,
shall be $50.

(d) The annual fee for issuance of an alligator farming license, which permits a person to operate a facility for
captive propagation of alligators, to possess alligators for captive propagation, to take alligator hatchlings and alligator
eggs occurring in the wild, to rear such alligators, alligator hatchlings, and alligator eggs in captivity, to process
alligators taken or possessed under authority of such alligator farming license or otherwise legally acquired, and to
possess, process, and sell their hides and meat, shall be $250.

(e) The annual fee for issuance of an alligator farming agent’s license, which permits a person to act as an agent of
any person who has been issued an alligator farming license as provided in paragraph (d) and to take alligator
hatchlings and alligator eggs occurring in the wild, to possess and process alligators taken under authority of such
agency relationship, and to possess, process, and sell their hides and meat, shall be $50.

(f) The annual fee for issuance of an alligator processor’s license, which permits a person to buy and process
alligators lawfully taken by alligator trapping licenseholders and taken or possessed by alligator farming
licenseholders and to sell alligator meat, hides, and other parts, shall be $250.

(3) For the purpose of this section, “process” shall mean the possession and skinning or butchering of an alligator
by someone other than the holder of the alligator trapping license, alligator trapping agent’s license, alligator farming
license, or alligator farming agent’s license who has authorized the taking and possession of such alligator.

(4) A person may not take any alligator egg occurring in the wild or possess any such egg unless the person has
obtained, or is a licensed agent of another person who has obtained, an alligator egg collection permit. The alligator
egg collection permit shall be required in addition to the alligator farming license provided in paragraph (2)(d). The
commission may assess a fee for issuance of the alligator egg collection permit of up to $5 per egg authorized to be
taken or possessed pursuant to such permit. Contingent upon an annual appropriation for alligator marketing and
education activities, $1 per egg collected and retained, excluding eggs collected on private wetland management areas,
shall be transferred from the alligator management program to the General Inspection Trust Fund, to be administered
by the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services for the purpose of providing marketing and education
services with respect to alligator products produced in this state, notwithstanding other provisions in this chapter.

(5) A person who violates this section commits a Level Two violation under s. 379.401.
History.—s. 4, ch. 87-199; s. 18, ch. 98-333; s. 15, ch. 2000-364; s. 7, ch. 2003-151; s. 162, ch. 2008-247; s. 38, ch. 2009-86; s. 9, ch. 2015-161; s. 40,

ch. 2016-10; s. 18, ch. 2016-107.

Note.—Former s. 372.6673.

379.3752 Required tagging of alligators and hides; fees; revenues.—The tags provided in this section shall be
required in addition to any license required under s. 379.3751.

(1) A person may not take any alligator occurring in the wild or possess any such alligator unless such alligator is
subsequently tagged in the manner required by commission rule. For the tag required for an alligator hatchling, the
commission is authorized to assess a fee of not more than $15 for each alligator hatchling tag issued.

(2) The commission may assess a fee of up to $30 for each alligator hide validation tag issued. Contingent upon an
annual appropriation for alligator marketing and education activities, $5 per validated hide, excluding those validated
from public hunt programs and alligator farms, shall be transferred from the alligator management program to the
General Inspection Trust Fund, to be administered by the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services for the
purpose of providing marketing and education services with respect to alligator products produced in this state,
notwithstanding other provisions in this chapter.

(3) A person who violates this section commits a Level Two violation under s. 379.401.



History.—s. 5, ch. 87-199; s. 19, ch. 98-333; s. 16, ch. 2000-364; s. 163, ch. 2008-247s. 5, ch. 87-199; s. 19, ch. 98-333; s. 16, ch. 2000-364; s. 163, ch.

2008-247; s. 10, ch. 2015-161; s. 19, ch. 2016-107.

Note.—Former s. 372.6674.

379.3761 Exhibition or sale of wildlife; fees; classifications.—
(1) In order to provide humane treatment and sanitary surroundings for wild animals kept in captivity, no person,

party, firm, association, or corporation shall have, or be in possession of, in captivity for the purpose of public display
with or without charge or for public sale any wildlife, specifically birds, mammals, amphibians, and reptiles, whether
native to Florida or not, without having first secured a permit from the commission authorizing such person, party,
firm, association, or corporation to have in its possession in captivity the species and number of wildlife specified
within such permit; however, this section does not apply to any wildlife not protected by law and the rules of the
commission. No person, party, firm, association, or corporation may sell any wild animal life designated by
commission rule as a conditional or prohibited species, Class I or Class II wildlife, reptile of concern, or venomous
reptile in this state, including a sale with delivery made in this state, regardless of the origin of the sale or the location
of the initial transaction, unless authorized by the commission.

(2) The fees to be paid for the issuance of permits required by subsection (1) shall be as follows:
(a) For not more than 25 Class I or Class II individual specimens in the aggregate of all species, the sum of $150 per

annum.
(b) For over 25 Class I or Class II individual specimens in the aggregate of all species, the sum of $250 per annum.
(c) For any number of Class III individual specimens in the aggregate of all species, the sum of $50 per annum.

The fees prescribed by this subsection shall be submi�ed to the commission with the application for permit required
by subsection (1) and shall be deposited in the State Game Trust Fund.

(3) An applicant for a permit shall be required to include in her or his application a statement showing the place,
number, and species of wildlife to be held in captivity by the applicant and shall be required upon request by the Fish
and Wildlife Conservation Commission to show when, where, and in what manner she or he came into possession of
any wildlife acquired subsequent to the effective date of this act. The source of acquisition of such wildlife shall not be
divulged by the commission except in connection with a violation of this section or a regulation of the commission in
which information as to source of wildlife is required as evidence in the prosecution of such violation.

(4) The provisions of this section relative to licensing for exhibition do not apply to any municipal, county, state, or
other publicly owned wildlife exhibit or any traveling zoo, circus, or exhibit licensed under chapter 205.

(5) This section shall not apply to the possession, control, care, and maintenance of ostriches, emus, rheas, and
bison domesticated and confined for commercial farming purposes, except those kept and maintained on hunting
preserves or game farms or primarily for exhibition purposes in zoos, carnivals, circuses, and other such
establishments where such species are kept primarily for display to the public.

(6) A person who violates this section is punishable as provided in s. 379.4015.
History.—s. 1, ch. 67-290; s. 84, ch. 79-164; s. 2, ch. 93-223; s. 590, ch. 95-148; s. 173, ch. 99-245; s. 33, ch. 2002-46; s. 9, ch. 2003-151; s. 2, ch.

2005-210; s. 164, ch. 2008-247; s. 39, ch. 2009-86; s. 4, ch. 2010-185.

Note.—Former s. 372.921(1)-(3), (7), (8).

379.3762 Personal possession of wildlife.—
(1) It is unlawful for any person or persons to possess any wildlife as defined in this act, whether native to Florida

or not, until she or he has obtained a permit as provided by this section from the Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission.

(2) The classifications of types of wildlife and fees to be paid for permits for the personal possession of wildlife
shall be as follows:

(a) Class I—Wildlife which, because of its nature, habits, or status, shall not be possessed as a personal pet.
(b) Class II—Wildlife considered to present a real or potential threat to human safety, the sum of $140 per annum.



(c) Class III—All other wildlife not included in Class I or Class II, for which a no-cost permit must be obtained
from the commission.

(3) Any person, firm, corporation, or association exhibiting or selling wildlife and being duly permi�ed as
provided by s. 379.304 shall be exempt from the fee requirement to receive a permit under this section.

(4) This section shall not apply to the possession, control, care, and maintenance of ostriches, emus, rheas, and
bison domesticated and confined for commercial farming purposes, except those kept and maintained on hunting
preserves or game farms or primarily for exhibition purposes in zoos, carnivals, circuses, and other such
establishments where such species are kept primarily for display to the public.

(5) A person who violates this section is punishable as provided in s. 379.4015.
History.—s. 1, ch. 74-309; s. 9, ch. 91-134; s. 3, ch. 93-223; s. 591, ch. 95-148; s. 174, ch. 99-245; s. 34, ch. 2002-46; s. 10, ch. 2003-151; s. 3, ch.

2005-210; s. 165, ch. 2008-247; s. 40, ch. 2009-86; s. 14, ch. 2010-185.

Note.—Former s. 372.922(1), (2), (5)-(7).

379.377 Tag fees for sale of Lake Okeechobee game fish.—The commission is authorized to assess a fee of not
more than 5 cents per tag, payable at the time of delivery of the tag, for the purpose of allowing the sale of game fish
taken commercially from Lake Okeechobee, as may be allowed by the commission.

History.—s. 1, ch. 76-216; s. 140, ch. 99-245; s. 166, ch. 2008-247.

Note.—Former s. 372.653.

PART VIII
PENALTIES

379.401 Penalties and violations; civil penalties for noncriminal infractions; criminal penalties; suspension and
forfeiture of licenses and permits.
379.4015 Nonnative and captive wildlife penalties.
379.402 Definition; possession of certain licensed traps prohibited; penalties; exceptions; consent.
379.404 Illegal taking and possession of deer and wild turkey; evidence; penalty.
379.405 Illegal molestation of or theft from freshwater fishing gear.
379.406 Illegal possession or transportation of freshwater game fish in commercial quantities; penalty.
379.407 Administration; rules, publications, records; penalties; injunctions.
379.408 Forfeiture or denial of licenses and permits.
379.409 Illegal killing, possessing, or capturing of alligators or other crocodilia or eggs; confiscation of equipment.
379.411 Intentional killing or wounding of any species designated as endangered, threatened, or of special concern;
penalties.
379.4115 Florida or wild panther; killing prohibited; penalty.
379.412 Penalties for feeding wildlife and freshwater fish.
379.413 Bonefish; penalties.
379.414 Additional penalties for saltwater products dealers violating records requirements.
379.501 Aquatic weeds and plants; prohibitions; violations; penalties; intent.
379.502 Enforcement; procedure; remedies.
379.503 Civil action.
379.504 Civil liability; joint and several liability.

379.401 Penalties and violations; civil penalties for noncriminal infractions; criminal penalties; suspension and
forfeiture of licenses and permits.—

(1) LEVEL ONE VIOLATIONS.—
(a) A person commits a Level One violation if he or she violates any of the following provisions:
1. Rules or orders of the commission relating to the filing of reports or other documents required to be filed by

persons who hold any recreational licenses and permits or any alligator licenses and permits issued by the
commission.
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