WYV Code §19-21B

§19-21B-1. Definitions.

The term "landowners" or "owners of land" as used in this article includes any person, firm or
corporation, other than a public body corporate, who shall hold title to any lot or tract of land
lying within a district organized or to be organized under the provisions of this article, whether
or not such land lies within the corporate limits of any town or city.

§19-21B-2. Establishment of watershed improvement districts.

Whenever within a soil conservation district or districts, soil conservation or the conservation,
development, utilization, or disposal of water will be promoted by the construction of
improvements for such purpose or purposes, a watershed improvement district may be
established within such soil conservation district or districts in accordance with the provisions of
this article.

§19-21B-3. Petition for establishment.

Any twenty-five owners of land lying within the limits of a proposed watershed improvement
district, or a majority of such owners if their number be less than fifty, or any municipality or
county any part of which lies within the proposed watershed improvement district, may file a
petition with the supervisors of the soil conservation district or districts in which the proposed
watershed improvement district will be situated asking that a watershed improvement district be
organized for the territory described in the petition. The petition shall set forth:

(1) The proposed name of the watershed improvement district;

(2) That there is need, in the interest of the public health, safety, or welfare, for a watershed
improvement district for the territory described in the petition;

(3) A description of the territory proposed to be organized as a watershed improvement district,
which description shall be deemed sufficient if generally accurate;

(4) That the territory described in the petition is contiguous and is in the same watershed;

(5) A request that the territory described in the petition be organized as a watershed improvement
district.

Land lying within the limits of one watershed improvement district shall not be included in
another watershed improvement district.

819-21B-4. Public hearing on petition; determination of need for district; defining
boundaries.



Within thirty days after such petition has been filed with the supervisors of the soil conservation
district or districts, they shall hold a public hearing or hearings upon the practicability and
feasibility of creating the proposed watershed improvement district. All owners of land within
the proposed watershed improvement district and all other interested parties shall have the right
to attend such a hearing and be heard. The supervisors may prescribe such rules and regulations
governing the conduct of such hearings as they deem to be necessary.

The supervisors shall thereafter determine whether there is need, in the interest of the public
health, safety, or welfare, for the organization of the proposed watershed improvement district.
They shall record such determination and shall define the boundaries of such watershed
improvement district.

§19-21B-5. Determination of whether operation of proposed district is feasible.

If the supervisors determine that need for the proposed watershed improvement district exists
and after they define the boundaries of the proposed district, they shall consider the question of
whether the operation of the proposed watershed improvement district is administratively
practicable and feasible.

819-21B-6. Declaration of organization of district; certification.

If the supervisors shall determine that operation of the proposed watershed improvement district
is administratively practicable and feasible, they shall so notify the state soil conservation
committee which may declare the watershed improvement district to be duly organized and shall
record such fact in its official minutes. Following such entry in its official minutes, the
committee shall certify the fact of the organization of the watershed improvement district to the
Secretary of State, and shall furnish a copy of such certification for recordation to the clerk of the
county court in each county in which any portion of the watershed improvement district is
situated; and the watershed improvement district shall thereupon constitute a governmental
division of this state and a public body corporate.

819-21B-7. Establishment of watershed improvement district situated in more than one soil
conservation district.

If a proposed watershed improvement district will be situated in more than one soil conservation
district, copies of the petition shall be presented to the supervisors of all the soil conservation
districts in which any part of such proposed watershed improvement district will be situated, and
the supervisors of all such soil conservation districts affected shall act jointly as a board of
supervisors with respect to all matters concerning such watershed improvement district,
including its organization. Such watershed improvement district shall be organized in like
manner and shall have the same powers and duties as a watershed improvement district situated
entirely in one soil conservation district.

819-21B-8. Inclusion of additional territory within existing district.



Petitions for including additional territory within an existing watershed improvement district
may be filed with supervisors of the soil conservation district or districts in which the watershed
improvement district is situated, and in such cases the provisions hereof with respect to petitions
to organize a watershed improvement district shall be observed to the extent deemed practicable
by such supervisors. No additional territory shall be included in an existing watershed
improvement district without the approval of the state committee and certification of its inclusion
to the officers indicated in section six of this article.

819-21B-9. Governing body of district; trustees.

The supervisors of the soil conservation district or districts in which the watershed improvement
district is situated shall be the governing body of the watershed improvement district. They may
appoint three trustees, who shall be owners of land within the watershed improvement district, to
carry on the business of the watershed improvement district. The trustees so appointed shall
exercise such administrative duties and powers as may be delegated to them by the governing
body of the district, and they shall hold office at the will of that body. A trustee shall receive no
compensation for his services but may be reimbursed from funds of the district for actual and
necessary expenses incurred by him in the performance of his duties. The trustees shall designate
a chairman and may, from time to time, change such designation. One of the trustees may be
selected as treasurer and shall then be responsible for the safekeeping of all the funds of the
watershed improvement district.

When a watershed improvement district lies in more than one soil conservation district, the
supervisors of all such districts shall act jointly as the governing body of the watershed
improvement district.

819-21B-10. Officers, agents and employees; surety bonds; annual audit.

The trustees may, with the approval of the governing body of the district, employ such officers,
agents, and other employees as they may require and shall determine their qualifications, duties
and compensation. The compensation of such persons shall be paid out of funds of said district.
The governing body shall provide for the execution of surety bonds for the treasurer and such
other trustees, officers, agents, and employees as shall be entrusted with funds or property of the
watershed improvement district and shall provide for the making and publication of an annual
audit of the accounts of receipts and disbursements of the watershed improvement district.

819-21B-11. Status and powers of district; powers of trustees.

A watershed improvement district organized under the provisions of this article shall constitute a
governmental division of this state and a public body corporate, and such watershed
improvement district shall have all of the powers of the soil conservation district or districts in
which the watershed improvement district is situated. These powers are set forth in article
twenty-one-a, chapter nineteen of the code, and any reference therein to a "soil conservation
district™ shall be deemed for the purposes of this article to include a "watershed improvement
district.” The trustees shall exercise only such of the powers of the watershed improvement
district as the governing body of the district may designate from time to time.



819-21B-12. Powers granted to be additional to powers of soil conservation district.

The powers herein granted to watershed improvement districts shall be additional to the powers
of the soil conservation district or districts in which the watershed improvement district is
situated; and the soil conservation district or districts, and the supervisors thereof, are authorized,
notwithstanding the creation of the watershed improvement district, to continue to exercise all of
its powers within the watershed improvement district.

§19-21B-13. Discontinuance of watershed improvement districts.

At any time after five years from the organization of a watershed improvement district, any
twenty-five owners of land lying within the limits of the district, or a majority of such owners if
their number be less than fifty, or any municipality or county any part of which lies within the
district, may file a petition with the governing body of the district, praying that the existence of
the district be discontinued. The petition shall state the reasons for discontinuance, and that all
obligations of the district have been met.

The governing body of the district may conduct public hearings on the petition to assist it in
making a determination.

If it is found that all the obligations of the district have been met, the governing body shall
consider the question of whether soil conservation or the conservation development, utilization,
or disposal of water will be promoted by the continuance of the district. If the governing body
shall determine that none of these objectives will be promoted, it shall so notify the state soil
conservation committee which may declare the district to be discontinued and shall record such
fact in its official minutes. Following such entry in its official minutes, the committee shall
certify the fact of the discontinuance to the Secretary of State and shall furnish a copy of such
certification for recordation to the clerk of the county court in each county in which any portion
of the district is situated; and the district shall thereupon cease to exist.



