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The Code of Alabama 1975 

Title 33 NAVIGATION AND WATERCOURSES. 

Chapter 6 DISCHARGE OF LITTER AND SEWAGE FROM WATERCRAFT. 

Section 33-6-1 

Definitions. 

For purposes of this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings respectively ascribed to them in 

this section, unless the context clearly requires a different meaning: 

(1) WATERCRAFT. Any vessel or contrivance used or capable of being used for navigation or flotation 

upon water whether or not capable of self-propulsion, except passenger or cargo-carrying vessels which 

are subject to and are adequately controlled, in the opinion of the State Board of Health, in respect to 

discharge of sewage and litter, by a department or agency of the federal government. 

(2) SEWAGE. All human body wastes. 

(3) LITTER. Any bottles, glass, crockery, cans, scrap metal, junk, paper, garbage, rubbish or similar 

refuse discharged as no longer useful or useable. 

(4) MARINE TOILET. Any toilet or device, including plastic or other kinds of bags or containers, on or 

within any watercraft for the purpose of discharging sewage. 

(5) WATERS OF THIS STATE. All of the waters within this state on which watercraft are used or 

operated. 

(6) PERSON. An individual, partnership, firm, corporation, association or other entity. 

(Acts 1969, No. 769, p. 1368, §1.) 

Section 33-6-3 

Restrictions on use of marine toilets. 

(a) No marine toilet on any watercraft used or operated upon waters of this state shall be operated so as to 

discharge any untreated sewage into said waters directly or indirectly. 

(b) No person owning or operating a watercraft, manufactured subsequent to September 12, 1969, with a 

marine toilet, shall use, or permit the use of, such toilet on the waters of this state, unless the toilet is 

equipped with facilities that will adequately treat, hold, incinerate or otherwise handle sewage in a 

manner that is capable of preventing water pollution in accordance with rules and regulations adopted 

pursuant to this chapter. 

(c) No container of sewage shall be placed, left, discharged or caused to be placed, left or discharged in or 

near any waters of this state by any person at any time. 

(Acts 1969, No. 769, p. 1368, §3.) 
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Section 33-6-4 

Rules, regulations and orders generally - Adoption by Board of Health; approval by Commissioner 

of Conservation and Natural Resources or Governor. 

THIS SECTION WAS REPEALED IN THE 2002 REGULAR SESSION BY ACT 2002-59, 

EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2003. 

(Acts 1969, No. 769, p. 1368, §4.) 

Section 33-6-5 

Rules, regulations and orders generally - Contents; compatibility of marine toilet standards with 

federal standards. 

THIS SECTION WAS REPEALED IN THE 2002 REGULAR SESSION BY ACT 2002-59, 

EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2003. 

(Acts 1969, No. 769, p. 1368, §5.) 

Section 33-6-6 

Marine toilets to be certified and approved by Board of Health. 

THIS SECTION WAS REPEALED IN THE 2002 REGULAR SESSION BY ACT 2002-59, 

EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2003. 

(Acts 1969, No. 769, p. 1368, §6.) 

Section 33-6-7 

On-shore trash receptacles at marinas, etc. 

The owner or whoever is lawfully vested with the possession, management and control of a marina or 

other waterside facility used by watercraft for launching, docking, mooring and related purposes shall be 

required to have trash receptacles or similar devices designed for the depositing of trash and refuse at 

locations where they can be conveniently used by watercraft occupants, and such trash and refuse shall be 

disposed of in accordance with rules and regulations adopted hereunder. 

(Acts 1969, No. 769, p. 1368, §7.) 

Section 33-6-8 

Public education program. 

THIS SECTION WAS REPEALED IN THE 2002 REGULAR SESSION BY ACT 2002-59, 

EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2003. 

(Acts 1969, No. 769, p. 1368, §8.) 
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Section 33-6-9 

Expenditures by Board of Health. 

THIS SECTION WAS REPEALED IN THE 2002 REGULAR SESSION BY ACT 2002-59, 

EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2003. 

(Acts 1969, No. 769, p. 1368, §12.) 

Section 33-6-10 

Enforcement of chapter, rules, regulations, etc.; prosecutions under chapter; violations and 

penalties. 

(a) The provisions of this chapter and rules, regulations and orders adopted hereunder shall be enforced 

by the State Board of Health and the State Department of Conservation and Natural Resources according 

to rules and regulations hereunder adopted. 

(b) Any person may complain under oath to a magistrate, district attorney or grand jury concerning a 

violation of the provisions of this chapter or of a rule and regulation promulgated thereunder and if a 

warrant is issued by said magistrate or district attorney, or indictment returned by a grand jury, said 

charge shall be tried in court to which said warrant is returnable, and said warrant may be made returnable 

to a district court or to the circuit court and said courts shall have original and concurrent jurisdiction of 

said offense, or if an indictment is returned, the circuit court shall have jurisdiction of said offense. In 

such cases convicted defendants may appeal as now provided by law. Whether criminal proceedings have 

been commenced or not the state health officer is authorized to bring a civil action in the circuit court 

against the owner, operator or person in charge of any vessel or watercraft to compel compliance with the 

provisions of this chapter or the rules and regulations promulgated thereunder and said circuit court shall 

have jurisdiction of said case. 

(c) Any individual who discharges from any watercraft any sewage or litter into the waters of this state or 

any owner or operator of any watercraft who knowingly allows or permits such discharge in violation of 

any provision of this chapter, or without a permit from the State Board of Health, when such permit is 

required, or if any person shall violate any rule, regulation or order promulgated under this chapter, such 

person shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and on conviction shall be punished by a fine of not less than 

$10.00 nor more than $1,000.00, or by imprisonment at hard labor in the county jail for not over 12 

months, or by both such fine and imprisonment; and each such discharge of sewage or litter shall 

constitute a separate offense. 

(Acts 1969, No. 769, p. 1368, §9.) 

Section 33-6-11 

Disposition of fines under chapter. 

All fines paid or collected hereunder shall be paid into the general fund of the state. 

(Acts 1969, No. 769, p. 1368, §11.) 
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Section 33-6-12 

Applicability of chapter, rules, regulations, etc.; conflicts with other regulations, ordinances or 

laws. 

This chapter and rules and regulations and orders hereunder shall be applicable in the entire state unless 

such rule, regulation or order is by its own terms restricted. Other regulations, ordinances or other laws 

when not in conflict with this chapter or rules, regulations or orders adopted hereunder may be enforced 

by agencies responsible for such enforcement, whether said regulations, ordinances or other laws are 

more or less restrictive on disposal of sewage or litter, but when in conflict, this chapter and the rules, 

regulations or orders adopted hereunder shall supersede and be applicable if said other regulations, 

ordinances or other laws are less restrictive than this chapter, rules, regulations or orders adopted 

hereunder. 

(Acts 1969, No. 769, p. 1368, §10.) 

 


