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GOVERNMENT CODE - GOV 
TITLE 2. GOVERNMENT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA [8000 - 22980] 
  ( Title 2 enacted by Stats. 1943, Ch. 134. ) 

DIVISION 1. GENERAL [8000 - 8899.72] 
  ( Division 1 enacted by Stats. 1943, Ch. 134. ) 

CHAPTER 7. California Emergency Services Act [8550 - 8669.7] 
  ( Chapter 7 added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454. ) 

 
ARTICLE 1. Purpose [8550 - 8551] 
  ( Article 1 added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454. ) 
 
8550. 
   
The state has long recognized its responsibility to mitigate the effects of natural, 
manmade, or war-caused emergencies that result in conditions of disaster or in 
extreme peril to life, property, and the resources of the state, and generally to 

protect the health and safety and preserve the lives and property of the people of 
the state. To ensure that preparations within the state will be adequate to deal with 

such emergencies, it is hereby found and declared to be necessary: 
(a) To confer upon the Governor and upon the chief executives and governing 
bodies of political subdivisions of this state the emergency powers provided herein; 

and to provide for state assistance in the organization and maintenance of the 
emergency programs of such political subdivisions. 

(b) To provide for a state office to be known and referred to as the Office of 
Emergency Services, within the office of the Governor, and to prescribe the powers 

and duties of the director of that office. 
(c) To provide for the assignment of functions to state entities to be performed 
during an emergency and for the coordination and direction of the emergency 

actions of those entities. 
(d) To provide for the rendering of mutual aid by the state government and all its 

departments and agencies and by the political subdivisions of this state in carrying 
out the purposes of this chapter. 
(e) To authorize the establishment of such organizations and the taking of such 

actions as are necessary and proper to carry out the provisions of this chapter. 
It is further declared to be the purpose of this chapter and the policy of this state 

that all emergency services functions of this state be coordinated as far as possible 
with the comparable functions of its political subdivisions, of the federal 
government including its various departments and agencies, of other states, and of 

private agencies of every type, to the end that the most effective use may be made 
of all manpower, resources, and facilities for dealing with any emergency that may 

occur. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 111. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

8551. 
   
This chapter may be cited as the “California Emergency Services Act.” 
(Added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454.) 
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ARTICLE 2. General Definitions [8555 - 8561] 

  ( Article 2 added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454. ) 
 
8555. 
   

Unless the provision or context otherwise requires, the definitions contained in this 
article govern the construction of this chapter. 
(Added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454.) 

8556. 
   
“Governor” means the Governor or the person upon whom the powers and duties of 

the office of Governor have devolved pursuant to Section 10 of Article V of the 
California Constitution. 
(Added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454.) 

8557. 
   
(a) “State agency” means any department, division, independent establishment, or 
agency of the executive branch of the state government. 

(b) “Political subdivision” includes any city, city and county, county, district, or 
other local governmental agency or public agency authorized by law. 

(c) “Governing body” means the legislative body, trustees, or directors of a political 
subdivision. 
(d) “Chief executive” means that individual authorized by law to act for the 

governing body of a political subdivision. 
(e) “Disaster council” and “disaster service worker” have the meaning prescribed in 

Chapter 1 (commencing with Section 3201) of Part 1 of Division 4 of the Labor 
Code. 
(f) “Public facility” means any facility of the state or a political subdivision, which 

facility is owned, operated, or maintained, or any combination thereof, through 
moneys derived by taxation or assessment. 

(g) “Sudden and severe energy shortage” means a rapid, unforeseen shortage of 
energy, resulting from, but not limited to, events such as an embargo, sabotage, or 
natural disasters, and which has statewide, regional, or local impact. 
(Amended by Stats. 2011, Ch. 36, Sec. 2. (SB 92) Effective June 30, 2011. Operative January 1, 2012, by Sec. 83 
of Ch. 36.) 

8558. 
   
Three conditions or degrees of emergency are established by this chapter: 

(a) “State of war emergency” means the condition that exists immediately, with or 
without a proclamation thereof by the Governor, whenever this state or nation is 
attacked by an enemy of the United States, or upon receipt by the state of a 

warning from the federal government indicating that such an enemy attack is 
probable or imminent. 
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(b) “State of emergency” means the duly proclaimed existence of conditions of 
disaster or of extreme peril to the safety of persons and property within the state 

caused by conditions such as air pollution, fire, flood, storm, epidemic, riot, 
drought, cyberterrorism, sudden and severe energy shortage, plant or animal 

infestation or disease, the Governor’s warning of an earthquake or volcanic 
prediction, or an earthquake, or other conditions, other than conditions resulting 
from a labor controversy or conditions causing a “state of war emergency,” which, 

by reason of their magnitude, are or are likely to be beyond the control of the 
services, personnel, equipment, and facilities of any single county, city and county, 

or city and require the combined forces of a mutual aid region or regions to combat, 
or with respect to regulated energy utilities, a sudden and severe energy shortage 
requires extraordinary measures beyond the authority vested in the California 

Public Utilities Commission. 
(c) “Local emergency” means the duly proclaimed existence of conditions of 

disaster or of extreme peril to the safety of persons and property within the 
territorial limits of a county, city and county, or city, caused by conditions such as 
air pollution, fire, flood, storm, epidemic, riot, drought, cyberterrorism, sudden and 

severe energy shortage, plant or animal infestation or disease, the Governor’s 
warning of an earthquake or volcanic prediction, or an earthquake, or other 

conditions, other than conditions resulting from a labor controversy, which are or 
are likely to be beyond the control of the services, personnel, equipment, and 

facilities of that political subdivision and require the combined forces of other 
political subdivisions to combat, or with respect to regulated energy utilities, a 
sudden and severe energy shortage requires extraordinary measures beyond the 

authority vested in the California Public Utilities Commission. 
(Amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 557, Sec. 1. (SB 532) Effective January 1, 2019.) 

8559. 
   

(a) A “mutual aid region” is a subdivision of the state emergency services 
organization, established to facilitate the coordination of mutual aid and other 

emergency operations within an area of the state consisting of two or more county 
operational areas. 
(b) An “operational area” is an intermediate level of the state emergency services 

organization, consisting of a county and all political subdivisions within the county 
area. 
(Added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454.) 

8560. 
   
(a) “Emergency plans” means those official and approved documents which 

describe the principles and methods to be applied in carrying out emergency 
operations or rendering mutual aid during emergencies. These plans include such 
elements as continuity of government, the emergency services of governmental 

agencies, mobilization of resources, mutual aid, and public information. 
(b) “State Emergency Plan” means the State of California Emergency Plan as 

approved by the Governor. 
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(Added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454.) 

8561. 
   

“Master Mutual Aid Agreement” means the California Disaster and Civil Defense 
Master Mutual Aid Agreement, made and entered into by and between the State of 
California, its various departments and agencies, and the various political 

subdivisions of the state, to facilitate implementation of the purposes of this 
chapter. 
(Added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454.) 

ARTICLE 3. Powers of the Governor [8565 - 8574] 

  ( Article 3 added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454. ) 
 
8565. 
   
The Governor shall have the powers granted by this article, which powers shall be 
in addition to any other powers granted to him by this chapter. 
(Added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454.) 

8565.1. 
   
Nothing in this chapter shall operate to prevent the Governor from establishing a 

committee or board composed of heads of state agencies, should the Governor 
deem it necessary to aid him or her in obtaining information or advice, assisting in 

developing or carrying out plans, or otherwise acting in accomplishment of the 
purposes of this chapter. 
(Added by Stats. 2011, Ch. 36, Sec. 3. (SB 92) Effective June 30, 2011. Operative January 1, 2012, by Sec. 83 of 
Ch. 36.) 

8566. 
   

The Governor is empowered to expend any appropriation for support of the 
California Emergency Services Act to carry out the provisions of this chapter. 
(Added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454.) 

8567. 
   
(a) The Governor may make, amend, and rescind orders and regulations necessary 

to carry out the provisions of this chapter. The orders and regulations shall have 
the force and effect of law. Due consideration shall be given to the plans of the 
federal government in preparing the orders and regulations. The Governor shall 

cause widespread publicity and notice to be given to all such orders and 
regulations, or amendments or rescissions thereof. 
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(b) Orders and regulations, or amendments or rescissions thereof, issued during a 
state of war emergency or state of emergency shall be in writing and shall take 

effect immediately upon their issuance. Whenever the state of war emergency or 
state of emergency has been terminated, the orders and regulations shall be of no 

further force or effect. 
(c) All orders and regulations relating to the use of funds pursuant to Article 16 
(commencing with Section 8645) shall be prepared in advance of any commitment 

or expenditure of the funds. Other orders and regulations needed to carry out the 
provisions of this chapter shall, whenever practicable, be prepared in advance of a 

state of war emergency or state of emergency. 
(d) All orders and regulations made in advance of a state of war emergency or state 
of emergency shall be in writing, shall be exempt from Chapter 3.5 (commencing 

with Section 11340) of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2. As soon thereafter as possible 
they shall be filed in the office of the Secretary of State and with the county clerk of 

each county. 
(Amended by Stats. 2011, Ch. 36, Sec. 4. (SB 92) Effective June 30, 2011. Operative January 1, 2012, by Sec. 83 
of Ch. 36.) 

8568. 
   
The State Emergency Plan shall be in effect in each political subdivision of the state, 

and the governing body of each political subdivision shall take such action as may 
be necessary to carry out the provisions thereof. 
(Added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454.) 

8569. 
   
The Governor shall coordinate the State Emergency Plan and those programs 

necessary for the mitigation of the effects of an emergency in this state; and he 
shall coordinate the preparation of plans and programs for the mitigation of the 
effects of an emergency by the political subdivisions of this state, such plans and 

programs to be integrated into and coordinated with the State Emergency Plan and 
the plans and programs of the federal government and of other states to the fullest 

possible extent. 
(Added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454.) 

8570. 
   

The Governor may, in accordance with the State Emergency Plan and programs for 
the mitigation of the effects of an emergency in this state: 
(a) Ascertain the requirements of the state or its political subdivisions for food, 

clothing, and other necessities of life in the event of an emergency. 
(b) Plan for, procure, and pre-position supplies, medicines, materials, and 

equipment. 
(c) Use and employ any of the property, services, and resources of the state as 
necessary to carry out the purposes of this chapter. 
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(d) Provide for the approval of local emergency plans. 
(e) Provide for mobile support units. 

(f) Provide for use of public airports. 
(g) Institute training programs and public information programs. 

(h) Make surveys of the industries, resources, and facilities, both public and 
private, within the state, as are necessary to carry out the purposes of this chapter. 
(i) Plan for the use of any private facilities, services, and property and, when 

necessary, and when in fact used, provide for payment for that use under the terms 
and conditions as may be agreed upon. 

(j) Take all other preparatory steps, including the partial or full mobilization of 
emergency organizations in advance of an actual emergency; and order those test 
exercises needed to insure the furnishing of adequately trained and equipped 

personnel in time of need. 
(Amended by Stats. 1994, Ch. 644, Sec. 1. Effective January 1, 1995.) 

8570.3. 
   

On or before July 31, 2015, the Office of Emergency Services shall update the State 
Emergency Plan to include proposed best practices for local governments and 

nongovernmental entities to use to mobilize and evacuate people with disabilities 
and others with access and functional needs during an emergency or natural 
disaster. 
(Added by Stats. 2013, Ch. 187, Sec. 2. (AB 918) Effective January 1, 2014.) 

8570.4. 
   
The Office of Emergency Services shall update the State Emergency Plan on or 

before January 1, 2019, and every five years thereafter. 
(Added by Stats. 2017, Ch. 106, Sec. 1. (AB 289) Effective January 1, 2018.) 

8570.5. 
   

The Office of Emergency Services shall develop a guidance document to the state 
emergency plan to specify the response of the state and its political subdivisions to 

agriculture-related disasters. This document shall be completed by January 2002, 
and updated by January 2009, and shall include, but not be limited to, all of the 
following: 

(a) The roles and responsibilities of the county agricultural commissioners. 
(b) The roles and responsibilities of the Department of Agriculture and other 

relevant state agencies that are involved in the response to agriculture-related 
disasters. 
(c) Coordination of initial and ongoing crop damage assessments. 

(d) Disaster assistance between the time of the request for a federal disaster 
declaration and issuance of a federal declaration. 

(e) State assistance available if a requested federal declaration is not issued. 
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(f) State assistance under a United States Department of Agriculture designation 
rather than a federal declaration. 

(g) State assistance for long-term unemployment in areas with high unemployment 
rates prior to an emergency. 

(h) Provision for the removal and elimination of extraordinary numbers of dead 
livestock for purposes of protecting public health and safety. 
(i) Strategies to assist in the development of an integrated and coordinated 

response by community-based organizations to the victims of agriculture-related 
disasters. 

(j) Procedures for the decontamination of individuals who have been or may have 
been exposed to hazardous materials, which may vary depending on the hazards 
posed by a particular hazardous material. The report shall specify that individuals 

shall be assisted in a humanitarian manner. 
(k) Integration of various local and state emergency response plans, including, but 

not limited to, plans that relate to hazardous materials, oil spills, public health 
emergencies, and general disasters. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 112. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

8570.6. 
   

(a) The Office of Emergency Services shall include in the next update of the State 
Hazard Mitigation Plan required pursuant to the federal Disaster Mitigation Act of 

2000 (Public Law 106-390), within its hazard identification and risk analysis, an 
evaluation of risks from an electromagnetic pulse attack, a geomagnetic storm 
event, and from other potential causes of a long-term electrical outage. As 

necessary, based on that analysis, the plan shall identify cost-effective and feasible 
measures to lessen risks from those hazards, including, but not limited to, 

hardening the critical infrastructure of electrical utilities. 
(b) Nothing in this section limits the authority or responsibilities of the Public 
Utilities Commission with respect to disaster and emergency preparedness plans 

pursuant to Section 768.6 of the Public Utilities Code. 
(Added by Stats. 2018, Ch. 353, Sec. 2. (SB 1076) Effective January 1, 2019.) 

8571. 
   

During a state of war emergency or a state of emergency the Governor may 
suspend any regulatory statute, or statute prescribing the procedure for conduct of 

state business, or the orders, rules, or regulations of any state agency, including 
subdivision (d) of Section 1253 of the Unemployment Insurance Code, where the 
Governor determines and declares that strict compliance with any statute, order, 

rule, or regulation would in any way prevent, hinder, or delay the mitigation of the 
effects of the emergency. 
(Amended by Stats. 1990, Ch. 1474, Sec. 1.) 

8571.5. 
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Nothing in this article shall authorize the seizure or confiscation of any firearm or 

ammunition from any individual who is lawfully carrying or possessing the firearm 
or ammunition, or authorize any order to that effect, provided however, that a 

peace officer who is acting in his or her official capacity may disarm an individual if 
the officer reasonably believes it is immediately necessary for the protection of the 
officer or another individual. The officer shall return the firearm to the individual 

before discharging the individual, unless the officer arrests that individual or seizes 
the firearm as evidence pursuant to an investigation for the commission of a crime. 
(Added by Stats. 2007, Ch. 715, Sec. 1. Effective January 1, 2008.) 

8572. 
   
In the exercise of the emergency powers hereby vested in him during a state of war 

emergency or state of emergency, the Governor is authorized to commandeer or 
utilize any private property or personnel deemed by him necessary in carrying out 
the responsibilities hereby vested in him as Chief Executive of the state and the 

state shall pay the reasonable value thereof. 
Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, the Governor is not authorized to 

commandeer any newspaper, newspaper wire service, or radio or television station, 
but may, during a state of war emergency or state of emergency, and if no other 
means of communication are available, utilize any news wire services, and the state 

shall pay the reasonable value of such use. In so utilizing any such facilities, the 
Governor shall interfere as little as possible with their use for the transmission of 

news. 
(Added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454.) 

8573. 
   

The Governor may cooperate with the President and the heads of the armed forces 
and other agencies of the United States, and with officers and agencies of other 
states, on matters pertaining to emergencies; and he may take any steps he deems 

necessary to put into effect any rules, regulations, or suggestions made by such 
persons or agencies. 
(Added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454.) 

8574. 
   
None of the provisions of this chapter shall limit, modify, or abridge the powers 

vested in the Governor under the Constitution or statutes of the state by 
proclamation, to declare any county, city and county, or city, or any portion thereof 
to be in a state of insurrection or to proclaim the existence of martial law and to 

exercise all the powers vested in him thereunder independent of, or in conjunction 
with, any of the provisions of this chapter. 
(Added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454.) 
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ARTICLE 3.5. Oil Spills [8574.1 - 8574.8] 

  ( Article 3.5 added by Stats. 1972, Ch. 1325. ) 
 
8574.1. 
   

In addition to any other authority conferred upon the Governor by this chapter, the 
Governor shall establish a California oil spill contingency plan pursuant to this 

article. 
(Amended by Stats. 2004, Ch. 796, Sec. 1. Effective January 1, 2005.) 

8574.2. 
   

Any plan established pursuant to this article shall provide for an integrated and 
effective state procedure to combat the results of major oil spills within the state. 
Such plan shall provide for specified state agencies to implement the plan. 
(Added by Stats. 1972, Ch. 1325.) 

8574.3. 
   
State agencies granted authority to implement a plan adopted under this article 

may use volunteer workers. The volunteers shall be deemed employees of the state 
for the purpose of workers’ compensation under Article 2 (commencing with Section 

3350) of Chapter 2 of Part 1 of Division 4 of the Labor Code. Any payments for 
workers’ compensation under this section shall be made from the account specified 
in Section 8574.4. 
(Amended by Stats. 1981, Ch. 714, Sec. 170.) 

8574.4. 
   
State agencies designated to implement the contingency plan shall account for all 

state expenditures made under the plan with respect to each oil spill. Expenditures 
accounted for under this section from an oil spill in waters of the state shall be paid 

from the Oil Spill Response Trust Fund created pursuant to Section 8670.46. All 
other expenditures accounted for under this section shall be paid from the State 
Water Pollution Cleanup and Abatement Account in the State Water Quality Control 

Fund provided for in Article 3 (commencing with Section 13440) of Chapter 6 of 
Division 7 of the Water Code. If the party responsible for the spill is identified, that 

party shall be liable for the expenditures accounted for under this section, in 
addition to any other liability that may be provided for by law, in an action brought 
by the Attorney General. The proceeds from any action for a spill in marine waters 

shall be paid into the Oil Spill Response Trust Fund. 
(Amended by Stats. 2014, Ch. 35, Sec. 2. (SB 861) Effective June 20, 2014.) 

8574.7. 
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The Governor shall require the administrator, not in conflict with the National 
Contingency Plan, to amend the California oil spill contingency plan to provide for 

the best achievable protection of waters of the state. “Administrator” for purposes 
of this section means the administrator appointed by the Governor pursuant to 

Section 8670.4. The plan shall consist of all of the following elements: 
(a) A state response element that specifies the hierarchy for state and local agency 
response to an oil spill. The element shall define the necessary tasks for oversight 

and control of cleanup and removal activities associated with an oil spill and shall 
specify each agency’s particular responsibility in carrying out these tasks. The 

element shall also include an organizational chart of the state oil spill response 
organization and a definition of the resources, capabilities, and response 
assignments of each agency involved in cleanup and removal actions in an oil spill. 

(b) A regional and local planning element that shall provide the framework for the 
involvement of regional and local agencies in the state effort to respond to an oil 

spill, and shall ensure the effective and efficient use of regional and local resources, 
as appropriate, in all of the following: 
(1) Traffic and crowd control. 

(2) Firefighting. 
(3) Boating traffic control. 

(4) Radio and communications control and provision of access to equipment. 
(5) Identification and use of available local and regional equipment or other 

resources suitable for use in cleanup and removal actions. 
(6) Identification of private and volunteer resources or personnel with special or 
unique capabilities relating to oil spill cleanup and removal actions. 

(7) Provision of medical emergency services. 
(8) Consideration of the identification and use of private working craft and 

mariners, including commercial fishing vessels and licensed commercial fishing men 
and women, in containment, cleanup, and removal actions. 
(c) A coastal protection element that establishes the state standards for coastline 

protection. The administrator, in consultation with the Coast Guard and Navy and 
the shipping industry, shall develop criteria for coastline protection. If appropriate, 

the administrator shall consult with representatives from the States of Alaska, 
Washington, and Oregon, the Province of British Columbia in Canada, and the 
Republic of Mexico. The criteria shall designate at least all of the following: 

(1) Appropriate shipping lanes and navigational aids for tankers, barges, and other 
commercial vessels to reduce the likelihood of collisions between tankers, barges, 

and other commercial vessels. Designated shipping lanes shall be located off the 
coastline at a distance sufficient to significantly reduce the likelihood that disabled 
vessels will run aground along the coast of the state. 

(2) Ship position reporting and communications requirements. 
(3) Required predeployment of protective equipment for sensitive environmental 

areas along the coastline. 
(4) Required emergency response vessels that are capable of preventing disabled 
tankers from running aground. 

(5) Required emergency response vessels that are capable of commencing oil 
cleanup operations before spilled oil can reach the shoreline. 

(6) An expedited decisionmaking process for dispersant use in coastal waters. Prior 
to adoption of the process, the administrator shall ensure that a comprehensive 
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testing program is carried out for any dispersant proposed for use in California 
marine waters. The testing program shall evaluate toxicity and effectiveness of the 

dispersants. 
(7) Required rehabilitation facilities for wildlife injured by spilled oil. 

(8) An assessment of how activities that usually require a permit from a state or 
local agency may be expedited or issued by the administrator in the event of an oil 
spill. 

(d) An environmentally and ecologically sensitive areas element that shall provide 
the framework for prioritizing and ensuring the protection of environmentally and 

ecologically sensitive areas. The environmentally and ecologically sensitive areas 
element shall be developed by the administrator, in conjunction with appropriate 
local agencies, and shall include all of the following: 

(1) Identification and prioritization of environmentally and ecologically sensitive 
areas in state waters and along the coast. Identification and prioritization of 

environmentally and ecologically sensitive areas shall not prevent or excuse the use 
of all reasonably available containment and cleanup resources from being used to 
protect every environmentally and ecologically sensitive area possible. 

Environmentally and ecologically sensitive areas shall be prioritized through the 
evaluation of criteria, including, but not limited to, all of the following: 

(A) Risk of contamination by oil after a spill. 
(B) Environmental, ecological, recreational, and economic importance. 

(C) Risk of public exposure should the area be contaminated. 
(2) Regional maps depicting environmentally and ecologically sensitive areas in 
state waters or along the coast that shall be distributed to facilities and local and 

state agencies. The maps shall designate those areas that have particularly high 
priority for protection against oil spills. 

(3) A plan for protection actions required to be taken in the event of an oil spill for 
each of the environmentally and ecologically sensitive areas and protection 
priorities for the first 24 to 48 hours after an oil spill shall be specified. 

(4) The location of available response equipment and the availability of trained 
personnel to deploy the equipment to protect the priority environmentally and 

ecologically sensitive areas. 
(5) A program for systemically testing and revising, if necessary, protection 
strategies for each of the priority environmentally and ecologically sensitive areas. 

(6) Any recommendations for action that cannot be financed or implemented 
pursuant to existing authority of the administrator, which shall also be reported to 

the Legislature along with recommendations for financing those actions. 
(e) A reporting element that requires the reporting of spills of any amount of oil in 
or on state waters. 
(Amended by Stats. 2014, Ch. 35, Sec. 3. (SB 861) Effective June 20, 2014.) 

8574.8. 
   
(a) The administrator shall submit to the Governor and the Legislature an amended 

California oil spill contingency plan required, pursuant to Section 8574.7, by 
January 1, 1993. The administrator shall thereafter submit revised plans every 
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three years, until the amended plan required pursuant to subdivision (b) is 
submitted. 

(b) (1) The administrator shall submit to the Governor and the Legislature an 
amended California oil spill contingency plan required pursuant to Section 8574.7, 

on or before January 1, 2017, that addresses marine and inland oil spills. The 
administrator shall thereafter submit revised plans every three years. 
(2) The administrator shall include in the revised plan due on or before January 1, 

2023, provisions addressing nonfloating oil. 
(Amended by Stats. 2019, Ch. 770, Sec. 2. (AB 936) Effective January 1, 2020.) 

ARTICLE 3.7. Toxic Disasters [8574.16 - 8574.18] 

  ( Article 3.7 added by Stats. 1980, Ch. 805. ) 
 
8574.16. 
   

The Governor shall establish a state toxic disaster contingency plan pursuant to this 
article. 
(Added by renumbering Section 8574.7 by Stats. 1990, Ch. 1248, Sec. 6. Effective September 24, 1990.) 

8574.17. 
   
(a) (1) A state toxic disaster contingency plan established pursuant to this article 

shall provide for an integrated and effective state procedure to respond to the 
occurrence of toxic disasters within the state. The plan shall provide for the 
designation of a lead agency to direct strategy to ameliorate the effects of a toxic 

disaster, for specified state agencies to implement the plan, for interagency 
coordination of the training conducted by state agencies pursuant to the plan, and 

for on-scene coordination of response actions. 
(2) Notwithstanding any provision of the plan, the authority for the management of 
the scene of an on-highway toxic spill or disaster shall be vested in the appropriate 

law enforcement agency having primary traffic investigative authority on the 
highway where the incident occurs or in a local fire protection agency as provided 

by Section 2454 of the Vehicle Code. During the preparation of the toxic disaster 
contingency plan, the Office of Emergency Services shall adopt the 
recommendations of the Department of the California Highway Patrol in developing 

response and on-scene procedures for toxic disasters which occur upon the 
highways, based upon previous studies for such procedures, insofar as the 

procedures are not inconsistent with the overall plan for initial notification of toxic 
disasters by public agencies and for after-incident evaluation and reporting. 
(b) The Office of Emergency Services shall establish a central notification and 

reporting system to facilitate operation of the state toxic disaster response 
procedures designated by the toxic disaster contingency plan. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 113. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

8574.18. 
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(a) For purposes of this article, a “toxic disaster” means an occurrence where toxic 

substances are dispersed in the environment in such a manner as to cause, or 
potentially cause, injury or death to a significant number of persons or significant 

harm to the natural environment, as determined by the implementing state agency, 
through direct or indirect contact with such toxic substances. 
(b) The toxic disaster contingency plan shall provide a listing of the kinds of toxic 

substances which pose potential hazards to human health and the environment and 
which could be the subject of a toxic disaster. 

For purposes of this article, “toxic substances” means, for highway transportation 
purposes, substances and materials designated as hazardous by the United States 
Department of Transportation for purposes of Parts 172, 173, and 177 of Title 49 of 

the Code of Federal Regulations. 
(Added by renumbering Section 8574.9 by Stats. 1990, Ch. 1248, Sec. 10. Effective September 24, 1990.) 

ARTICLE 3.8. Hazardous Substances Emergency Response Training [8574.19 - 8574.22] 

  ( Article 3.8 added by Stats. 1986, Ch. 1503, Sec. 1. ) 
 
8574.19. 
   

(a) The Legislature hereby finds and declares that, in order to protect the public 
health and safety and the environment, and to reduce personal injury and property 

loss resulting from the sudden release of hazardous substances into the 
environment, it is necessary to establish a single, coordinated, and standardized 
hazardous substances incident response training and education plan for firefighters 

and law enforcement, emergency rescue, and environmental health personnel. A 
standardized hazardous substances incident response training and education 

program is necessary to ensure a coordinated emergency response capability 
throughout the state, and to eliminate duplicative and inconsistent hazardous 
substances emergency response training and education programs. 

(b) In enacting this article, the Legislature recognizes that it is necessary to 
designate a single state agency to be responsible for the development of minimum 

standards relative to course content and subject matter for training and education 
of hazardous substance incident response personnel in order to avoid duplication of 
effort and inconsistent applications of safety procedures and protocols. The 

Legislature does not intend, by enacting this article, to preempt or nullify any 
hazardous substance incident response procedures and protocols which take into 

account existing conditions peculiar to a locality or region. 
(c) For purposes of this article, “program” means the California Hazardous 
Substances Incident Response Training and Education Program established 

pursuant to Section 8574.20. 
(Added by renumbering Section 8574.11 by Stats. 1990, Ch. 1248, Sec. 12. Effective September 24, 1990.) 

8574.20. 
   

The Office of Emergency Services shall manage the California Hazardous 
Substances Incident Response Training and Education Program to provide approved 
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classes in hazardous substance response, taught by trained instructors, and to 
certify students who have completed these classes. To carry out this program, the 

Office of Emergency Services shall do all of the following: 
(a) Adopt regulations necessary to implement the program. 

(b) Establish a training and education program by developing the curriculum to be 
used in the program in colleges, academies, the California Specialized Training 
Institute, and other educational institutions, as specified in Section 8574.21. 

(c) Establish recommended minimum standards for training emergency response 
personnel and instructors, including, but not limited to, fire, police, and 

environmental health personnel. 
(d) Make available a training and education program in the use of hazardous 
substances emergency rescue, safety, and monitoring equipment, on a voluntary 

basis, at the California Specialized Training Institute. 
(e) Train and certify instructors at the California Specialized Training Institute 

according to standards and procedures developed by the curriculum development 
advisory committee, as specified in Section 8588.10. 
(f) Approve classes, as meeting the requirements of the program, if the classes 

meet the curriculum developed by the Office of Emergency Services pursuant to 
Section 8574.21 and the instructor received training and certification at the 

California Specialized Training Institute, as specified in subdivision (e). 
(g) Certify students who have successfully completed a class approved as meeting 

the requirements of the program. 
(h) Review and revise, as necessary, the program. 
(i) Establish and collect admission fees and other fees that may be necessary to be 

charged for advanced or specialized training given at the California Specialized 
Training Institute. These fees shall be used to offset costs incurred pursuant to this 

article. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 114. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

8574.21. 
   
(a) The Office of Emergency Services shall develop the curriculum to be used in 

classes that meet the program requirements and shall adopt standards and 
procedures for training instructors at the California Specialized Training Institute. 
(b) The curriculum for the training and education program established pursuant to 

this article shall include all of the following aspects of hazardous substance incident 
response actions: 

(1) First responder training. 
(2) On-scene manager training. 
(3) Hazardous substance incident response training for management personnel. 

(4) Hazardous materials specialist training that equals or exceeds the standards of 
the National Fire Protection Association. 

(5) Environmental monitoring. 
(6) Hazardous substance release investigations. 
(7) Hazardous substance incident response activities at ports. 
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(c) The curriculum development advisory committee described in Section 8588.10 
shall advise the Office of Emergency Services on the development of course 

curricula and the standards and procedures specified in subdivision (a). In advising 
the Office of Emergency Services, the committee shall do the following: 

(1) Assist, and cooperate with, representatives of the Board of Governors of the 
California Community Colleges in developing the course curricula. 
(2) Ensure that the curriculum developed pursuant to this section is accredited by 

the State Board of Fire Services. 
(3) Define equivalent training and experience considered as meeting the initial 

training requirements as specified in subdivision (a) that existing employees might 
have already received from actual experience or formal education undertaken, and 
which would qualify as meeting the requirements established pursuant to this 

article. 
(d) This article does not affect the authority of the State Fire Marshal granted 

pursuant to Section 13142.4 or 13159 of the Health and Safety Code. 
(e) Upon completion of instructor training and certification pursuant to subdivision 
(e) of Section 8574.20 by any employee of the Department of the California 

Highway Patrol, the Commissioner of the California Highway Patrol may deem any 
training programs taught by that employee to be equivalent to any training 

program meeting the requirements established pursuant to this article. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 115. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

8574.22. 
   
The Office of Emergency Services may hire professional and clerical staff pursuant 

to the State Civil Service Act (Part 2 (commencing with Section 18500) of Division 5 
of Title 2). However, any person employed pursuant to this section shall be 

employed only at the California Specialized Training Institute. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 116. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

ARTICLE 3.9. Regional Railroad Accident Preparedness and Immediate Response 
[8574.30 - 8574.48] 

  ( Article 3.9 added by Stats. 2015, Ch. 25, Sec. 6. ) 
 
8574.30. 
   

For purposes of this article, the following terms have the following meanings: 
(a) “Board” means the State Board of Equalization. 
(b) “Director” means the Director of Emergency Services. 

(c) “Fund” means the Regional Railroad Accident Preparedness and Immediate 
Response Fund established pursuant to Section 8574.44. 

(d) “Hazardous material” means a material that the United States Department of 
Transportation has designated as a hazardous material for purposes of 
transportation in Part 172 of Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations. 

(e) “Office” means the Office of Emergency Services. 
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(f) “Owner” means the person who has the ultimate control over, and the right to 
use or sell, the hazardous material being shipped. There is a rebuttable 

presumption that the shipper, consignor, or consignee of the hazardous material is 
the owner of the hazardous material. This presumption may be overcome by 

showing that ownership of the hazardous material rests with someone other than 
the shipper, consignor, or consignee. Evidence to rebut the presumption may 
include, but is not limited to, documentation, including a bill of lading, shipping 

document, bill of sale, or other medium, that shows the ownership of the hazardous 
material rests in a person other than the shipper, consignor, or consignee. 

(g) “Person” means an individual, trust, firm, joint stock company, other entity, or 
corporation, including, but not limited to, a government corporation, partnership, 
limited liability company, or association. “Person” also includes any city, county, 

city and county, district, commission, the state or any department, agency, or 
political subdivision thereof, and the United States and agencies and 

instrumentalities, to the extent permitted by law. 
(h) “Railroad” has the same meaning as defined in Section 229 of the Public Utilities 
Code. 

(i) “Rail car” means a loaded or unloaded railroad car or rolling stock designated to 
transport hazardous material commodities, and includes, but is not limited to, those 

railroad cars subject to the requirements of Part 179 (commencing with Section 
179.1) of Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations, or successor regulations 

adopted by the United States Department of Transportation. 
(Added by Stats. 2015, Ch. 25, Sec. 6. (SB 84) Effective June 24, 2015.) 

8574.32. 
   
(a) (1) The director shall establish a schedule of fees, to be paid by each person 

owning any of the 25 most hazardous material commodities, as identified in 
regulations adopted by the office, that are transported by rail in California, that 

shall be sufficient to fund the appropriation from the fund pursuant to Section 
8574.44, to reimburse the California High-Cost Fund-B Administrative Committee 

Fund for any moneys loaned, and to maintain a reserve for operating costs. The fee 
shall be based on each loaded rail car as described in subdivision (b). 
(2) Prior to the adoption of regulations identifying the 25 most hazardous material 

commodities, the fee shall apply to the top 25 hazardous material commodities 
identified by the Association of American Railroads Bureau of Explosives’ Annual 

Report of Non-Accident Releases of Hazardous Materials Transported by Rail, 
published in August, 2013. 
(b) (1) Within six months of the director establishing a schedule of fees pursuant to 

subdivision (a), the fee shall be imposed on a person owning hazardous material at 
the time that hazardous material is transported by loaded rail car. The fee shall be 

based on each loaded rail car. 
(A) If the loaded rail car enters the state from outside this state, the fee shall be 
imposed on the owner of the hazardous material at the time the loaded rail car 

enters this state. The person operating the train containing the rail car shall collect 
the fee from the owner of the hazardous material and shall pay the fee to the 

javascript:submitCodesValues('8574.32.','3.1.21.7','2015','25','6',%20'id_fd2f2fc4-1f54-11e5-82bb-d8493aae43af')


17 

board. The fee shall be collected consistent with the requirements of the commerce 
clause of the United States Constitution. 

(B) If the rail car is loaded within this state, the fee shall be imposed upon the 
loading of hazardous material into or onto the rail car for transport in or through 

this state. The person operating the train containing the rail car shall collect the fee 
from the owner of the hazardous material at the time the rail car is loaded and shall 
pay the fee to the board. The fee shall be collected consistent with the 

requirements of the commerce clause of the United States Constitution. 
(2) The fee shall be paid to the board by the person operating the train containing 

the rail car at the time the return is required to be filed, as specified in Section 
8574.38, based on the number of loaded hazardous material rail cars transported 
within the state. 

(3) Any fee collected from an owner of hazardous materials pursuant to this section 
that has not been remitted to the board shall be deemed a debt owed to the state 

by the person required to collect and remit the fee. 
(4) (A) The owner of the hazardous material is liable for the fee until it has been 
paid to the board, except that payment to a person operating the train containing 

the rail car registered under this article is sufficient to relieve the owner from 
further liability for the fee. 

(B) The railroad shall be entitled to collect an amount not to exceed 5 percent of 
the fee collected pursuant to this section to offset the administrative cost to collect 

the fee. 
(5) Any owner or railroad that has paid the fee pursuant to this section shall not be 
assessed any additional fee under this section for further transporting the same 

hazardous materials in the same rail cars on a different railroad within the state. 
(c) The fee shall be fair, as required by subsection (f) of Section 5125 of Title 49 of 

the United States Code and subsection (c) of Section 107.202 of Title 49 of the 
Code of Federal Regulations. It is the intent of the Legislature that: (1) the fee shall 
reflect the cost of preparations to respond to the release of hazardous materials 

from a rail car or a railroad accident involving a rail car, (2) these preparations shall 
help contain the damage to railroad systems and operations within the state caused 

by the release of hazardous materials and better enable owners of hazardous 
materials to expeditiously transport their materials using the railroad after the 
release of hazardous materials, and (3) these preparations shall mitigate the 

exposure of the owners of hazardous materials to compensable damages caused by 
the release of hazardous materials. The director may exempt from the fee those 

shipments of hazardous materials that do not merit inclusion in the state regional 
railroad accident preparedness and immediate response plan developed pursuant to 
Section 8574.48, and those shipments of hazardous materials that do not merit 

additional governmental preparation to respond to their release in the event of a 
railroad accident. 

(d) The fee shall not result in the collection of moneys that exceed the reasonable 
regulatory costs to the state for the purposes specified in subdivision (e) of Section 
8574.44. The director shall set the fee consistent with Section 3 of Article XIII A of 

the California Constitution. 
(e) The director shall be responsible for reporting fee information to the federal 

Secretary of Transportation pursuant to paragraph (2) of subsection (f) of Section 
5125 of Title 49 of the United States Code. 
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(f) The director may authorize payment of a portion, but not the entire amount, of 
fees owed through contributions in kind of equipment, materials, or services. 

(g) The director shall create an industry advisory committee to advise the director 
on setting the fee and on other policy matters related to industry-based shipment 

of hazardous materials and private sector-based accident response. The committee 
shall consist of representatives from the following: 
(1) Hazardous materials specialist from the railroad industry. 

(2) Operation specialist from the railroad industry. 
(3) Fire and safety specialist from refinery industry. 

(4) Chemical hazardous materials specialists. 
(5) Agricultural chemical industry. 
(6) Firefighting Resources of California Organized for Potential Emergencies 

(FIRESCOPE). 
(7) Local emergency preparedness commissions (LEPCs). 

(8) California Fire Chiefs Association. 
(9) California Professional Firefighters. 
(10) California State Firefighters Association. 

(11) California Emergency Services Association. 
(12) Fire Districts Association of California. 

(13) The public. 
(h) (1) The director shall reconsider the amount of the fee, and adjust the fee if 

appropriate, not less frequently than every three years, with due consideration for 
existing and expected operational and continued resource requirements. 
(2) The director shall conduct an analysis of industry capabilities and resource 

requirements to assist in the reconsideration of the amount of the established fee. 
The director may arrange for the analysis to be performed by a third party that is 

either a public or private entity. Upon finalization of the analysis, the analysis shall 
be delivered as a report to the Department of Finance, the Legislature, and the 
Legislative Analyst’s Office. 

(3) The submission of the analysis to the Legislature shall be submitted in 
compliance with Section 9795 of the Government Code. 
(Added by Stats. 2015, Ch. 25, Sec. 6. (SB 84) Effective June 24, 2015.) 

8574.34. 
   
Every person who operates a railroad that transports hazardous materials by rail 

car shall register with the board pursuant to Section 55021 of the Revenue and 
Taxation Code. 
(Added by Stats. 2015, Ch. 25, Sec. 6. (SB 84) Effective June 24, 2015.) 

8574.36. 
   
The fee imposed pursuant to Section 8574.32 shall be administered and collected 
by the board in accordance with the Fee Collection Procedures Law (Part 30 

(commencing with Section 55001) of Division 2 of the Revenue and Taxation Code). 
For purposes of this section, the references in the Fee Collection Procedures Law to 
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“fee” shall include the fee imposed by this article, and references to “feepayer” shall 
include a person required to pay the fee imposed by this article. 
(Added by Stats. 2015, Ch. 25, Sec. 6. (SB 84) Effective June 24, 2015.) 

8574.38. 
   
The return required to be filed pursuant to Section 55040 of the Revenue and 

Taxation Code shall be prepared and filed by the person required to register with 
the board, in the form prescribed by the board, and shall contain that information 

the board deems necessary or appropriate for the proper administration of this 
article and the Fee Collection Procedures Law. The return shall be filed on or before 
the last day of the calendar month following the calendar quarter to which it 

relates, together with a remittance payable to the board for the fee amount due for 
that period. Returns shall be authenticated in a form, or pursuant to methods, as 

may be prescribed by the board. 
(Added by Stats. 2015, Ch. 25, Sec. 6. (SB 84) Effective June 24, 2015.) 

8574.40. 
   

Notwithstanding the petition for redetermination and claim for refund provisions of 
the Fee Collection Procedures Law (Article 3 (commencing with Section 55081) of 
Chapter 3 of, and Article 1 (commencing with Section 55221) of Chapter 5 of, Part 

30 of Division 2 of the Revenue and Taxation Code), the board shall not: 
(a) Accept or consider a petition for redetermination of fees determined under this 

article if the petition is founded upon the grounds that the rail car content is or is 
not a hazardous material. The board shall forward to the director any appeal of a 
determination that is based on the grounds that the rail car content is or is not a 

hazardous material. 
(b) Accept or consider a claim for refund of fees paid pursuant to this chapter if the 

claim is founded upon the grounds that the rail car content is or is not a hazardous 
material. The board shall forward to the director any claim for refund that is based 
on the grounds that the rail car content is or is not a hazardous material. 
(Added by Stats. 2015, Ch. 25, Sec. 6. (SB 84) Effective June 24, 2015.) 

8574.42. 
   
(a) The board may prescribe, adopt, and enforce regulations relating to the 

administration and enforcement of this article. 
(b) The board may prescribe, adopt, and enforce any emergency regulations, as 

necessary, to implement this article. Except as provided in Section 8574.44, any 
emergency regulation prescribed, adopted, or enforced pursuant to this article shall 
be adopted pursuant to Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 11340) of Part 1 of 

Division 3 of Title 2 and, for purposes of that article, including Section 11349.6, the 
adoption of the regulation is an emergency and shall be considered by the Office of 

Administrative Law as necessary for the immediate preservation of the public 
peace, health and safety, and general welfare. 
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(Added by Stats. 2015, Ch. 25, Sec. 6. (SB 84) Effective June 24, 2015.) 

8574.44. 
   

(a) The Regional Railroad Accident Preparedness and Immediate Response Fund is 
hereby created in the State Treasury. 
(b) All revenues, interest, penalties, and other amounts collected pursuant to this 

article shall be deposited into the fund, less refunds and reimbursement to the 
board for expenses incurred in the administration and collection of the fee. 

(c) The adoption of regulations pursuant to this section shall be considered by the 
Office of Administrative Law as an emergency and necessary for the immediate 
preservation of the public peace, health and safety, and general welfare. 

Notwithstanding Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 11340) of Part 1 of Division 
3 of Title 2, emergency regulations adopted by the director and the board pursuant 

to this section shall be filed with, but not repealed by, the Office of Administrative 
Law and shall remain in effect until revised or repealed by the director. 
(d) The fund shall be used to reimburse the California High-Cost Fund-B 

Administrative Committee Fund for any moneys loaned from the California High-
Cost Fund-B Administrative Committee Fund to the fund to pay for the Office of 

Emergency Service’s administrative costs associated with implementation of the fee 
pursuant to this article. 
(e) All moneys remaining in the fund after reimbursement of the California High-

Cost Fund-B Administrative Committee Fund pursuant to subdivision (d) shall, upon 
appropriation by the Legislature, be used by the director to pay for the following 

purposes related to the transportation of hazardous materials: 
(1) Planning, developing, and maintaining a capability for large-scale hazardous 
materials releases emergency response relating to railroad accidents involving rail 

cars carrying hazardous materials, including the risks of explosions and fires. 
(2) Planning, developing, and maintaining a capability for large-scale hazardous 

materials releases emergency response relating to releases of hazardous materials 
from rail cars, including reducing the harmful effects of exposure of those materials 

to humans and the environment. 
(3) Creation, support, maintenance, and implementation of the Regional Railroad 
Accident Preparedness and Immediate Response Force created by Section 8574.48. 

(4) Acquisition and maintenance of specialized equipment and supplies used to 
respond to a hazardous materials release from a rail car or a railroad accident 

involving a rail car. 
(5) Support of specialized regional training facilities to prepare for and respond to a 
hazardous materials release from a rail car or a railroad accident involving a rail 

car. 
(6) Creation and support of a regional, state level, and local emergency response 

team to provide immediate onsite response capabilities in the event of large-scale 
releases of hazardous materials from a rail car or a railroad accident involving a rail 
car. 

(7) Support for specialized training for state and local emergency response officials 
in techniques for prevention of, and response to, release of hazardous materials 

from a rail car or a railroad accident involving a rail car. 
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(f) For each of the 2015–2016 and 2016–2017 fiscal years, the amount available 
for appropriation from the fund shall not exceed twenty million dollars 

($20,000,000). For the 2017–18 fiscal year and each fiscal year thereafter, the 
amount available for appropriation from the fund shall not exceed ten million dollars 

($10,000,000). 
(g) (1) For the 2016 calendar year, the director shall have the authority to collect 
an amount not to exceed twenty million dollars ($20,000,000) for deposit into the 

fund, which shall be used, upon appropriation by the Legislature, for repayment of 
loans provided from the California High Cost Fund B Administrative Committee and 

for purposes related to the transportation of hazardous materials by rail cars 
pursuant to subdivision (e). 
(2) For the calendar year 2017, the director shall have the authority to collect an 

amount not to exceed twenty million dollars for deposit into the fund, which shall be 
used, upon appropriation by the Legislature, for purposes related to the 

transportation of hazardous materials by rail cars pursuant to subdivision (e). 
(3) (A) Commencing on January 1, 2018, and following an initial review of the 
amount of the fee by the industry advisory committee established pursuant to 

subdivision (g) of Section 8574.32 and an initial reconsideration of the amount of 
the fee by the director pursuant to paragraph (1) of subdivision (h) of Section 

8574.32, the director shall have the authority to collect an amount not to exceed 
ten million dollars ($10,000,000) annually for deposit into the fund. 

(B) For calendar years subsequent to the 2018 calendar year, the director shall 
reconsider the amount of the fee pursuant to paragraph (1) of subdivision (h) of 
Section 8574.32. 

(h) The board shall inform the director if the amount of fees collected reaches the 
amount specified in subdivision (g) in each calendar year. 

(i) Reimbursement to the state for equipment funded by moneys in the fund that 
are used for emergency response activities unrelated to regional railroad accident 
preparedness and immediate response as described in this article shall be made 

pursuant to the state fire service and rescue emergency mutual aid plan adopted 
pursuant to Section 8619.5 and deposited into the fund. 
(Added by Stats. 2015, Ch. 25, Sec. 6. (SB 84) Effective June 24, 2015.) 

8574.46. 
   
(a) (1) The director shall contract with the Department of Finance for the 

preparation of a detailed report on the financial basis and programmatic 
effectiveness of the regional railroad accident preparedness and immediate 
response plan and the Regional Railroad Accident Preparedness and Immediate 

Response Fund. 
(2) The report shall include an analysis of the fund’s major expenditures, fees, 

interest, and penalties collected, staffing and equipment levels, moneys used for 
coordinated training and response under the emergency mutual aid plan, spills 
responded to, and other relevant issues. 

(3) The report shall recommend measures to improve the efficiency and 
effectiveness of the program and fund, including, but not limited to, ensuring fair 

and equitable funding from the fees and measures to modify or improve the 

javascript:submitCodesValues('8574.46.','3.1.21.7','2015','25','6',%20'id_fd2fa502-1f54-11e5-82bb-d8493aae43af')


22 

implementation of the regional railroad accident preparedness and immediate 
response plan for release of hazardous materials from a rail car or a railroad 

accident involving a rail car. 
(b) (1) On or before January 1, 2019, and every three years thereafter, the director 

shall submit the report to the Governor and the Legislature. 
(2) The report submitted to the Legislature shall be submitted in compliance with 
Section 9795. 
(Added by Stats. 2015, Ch. 25, Sec. 6. (SB 84) Effective June 24, 2015.) 

8574.48. 
   
(a) The Regional Railroad Accident Preparedness and Immediate Response Force is 

hereby created in the Office of Emergency Services. The force shall be responsible 
for providing regional and onsite response and mitigation capabilities in the event of 

a release of hazardous materials from a rail car or a railroad accident involving a 
rail car and for implementing the state regional railroad accident preparedness and 
immediate response plan for releases of hazardous materials from a rail car or a 

railroad accident involving a rail car. The force shall act cooperatively and in concert 
with existing local emergency response units pursuant to Article 9.5 (commencing 

with Section 8607). The force shall be established and operate as outlined in, and 
as a component of, the state fire service and rescue mutual aid plan adopted 
pursuant to Section 8619.5. The force shall consist of representatives of all of the 

following: 
(1) Department of Fish and Wildlife. 

(2) California Environmental Protection Agency. 
(3) State Air Resources Board. 
(4) Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery. 

(5) California regional water quality control boards. 
(6) Department of Toxic Substances Control. 

(7) Department of Pesticide Regulation. 
(8) Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment. 

(9) State Department of Public Health. 
(10) Department of the California Highway Patrol. 
(11) Department of Food and Agriculture. 

(12) Department of Forestry and Fire Protection. 
(13) Department of Parks and Recreation. 

(14) Public Utilities Commission. 
(15) State Fire Marshal. 
(16) Emergency Medical Services Authority. 

(17) California National Guard. 
(18) Any other potentially affected or participating state, local, or federal agency, 

as determined by the director. 
(b) (1) The Office of Emergency Services, in cooperation with all of the entities 
listed in paragraphs (1) to (18), inclusive, of subdivision (a), shall develop a state 

regional railroad accident preparedness and immediate response plan that operates 
in coordination with the state fire service and rescue emergency mutual aid plan. 
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(2) The state regional railroad accident preparedness and immediate response plan 
shall be an annex to the State Emergency Plan. 

(c) (1) The Legislature finds and declares that the state has a comprehensive 
program through the Office of Spill Prevention and Response to prevent and 

prepare for the risk of a significant discharge of petroleum into state waters, 
including a discharge caused by the transportation of petroleum by rail. The 
Legislature further finds and declares that the Regional Accident Preparedness and 

Immediate Response Force is focused on the emergency response for railroad 
accidents and rail car discharges involving all designated hazardous materials 

regardless of where the accident or discharge takes place. 
(2) The Regional Accident Preparedness and Immediate Response Force and Office 
of Spill Prevention and Response shall coordinate in their respective authorities and 

responsibilities pursuant to Article 9.5 (commencing with Section 8607), to avoid 
any duplication of effort, ensure cooperation, and promote the sharing of 

information regarding the risk of discharge of petroleum by rail into state waters. 
(Added by Stats. 2015, Ch. 25, Sec. 6. (SB 84) Effective June 24, 2015.) 

ARTICLE 4. California Emergency Council [8575- 8575.] 

  ( Article 4 added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454. ) 
 
8575. 
   

For the purposes of the California Disaster and Civil Defense Master Mutual Aid 
Agreement, the Office of Emergency Services will serve as the State Disaster 
Council. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 117. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

ARTICLE 4.5. Urban Heavy Rescue Act [8584 - 8584.1] 

  ( Article 4.5 added by Stats. 1988, Ch. 1206, Sec. 1. ) 
 
8584. 
   
This article shall be known and may be cited as the Urban Heavy Rescue Act of 
1988. 
(Added by Stats. 1988, Ch. 1206, Sec. 1.) 

8584.1. 
   
(a) It is the intent of the Legislature that the state have an urban heavy rescue 

capability in the event of a major earthquake. It is also the intent of the Legislature 
that the Office of Emergency Services and the State Fire Marshal’s Office pursue the 

necessary funding to carry out this article through the normal budget process. 
(b) The Fire and Rescue Division of the Office of Emergency Services shall acquire 
and maintain urban heavy rescue units and transportable caches of search and 

rescue gear, including hand tools and protective gear. The division shall position the 
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units and caches to ensure a rapid response of personnel and equipment anywhere 
in the state, and ensure that a unit will be available on the scene within one hour of 

a major earthquake. 
(c) The State Fire Marshal’s Office shall coordinate the training of personnel in the 

use of the units and equipment in cooperation with the Office of Emergency 
Services. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 118. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

ARTICLE 5. Office of Emergency Services [8585 - 8589.7] 

  ( Heading of Article 5 amended by Stats. 2017, Ch. 561, Sec. 70. ) 
 
8585. 
   

(a) (1) There is in state government, within the office of the Governor, the Office of 
Emergency Services. The Office of Emergency Services shall be under the 
supervision of the Director of Emergency Services, who shall have all rights and 

powers of a head of an office as provided by this code, and shall be referred to as 
the Director of Emergency Services. 

(2) Unless the context clearly requires otherwise, whenever the term “California 
Emergency Management Agency” appears in any statute, regulation, or contract, or 
in any other code, it shall be construed to refer to the Office of Emergency Services, 

and whenever the term “Secretary of Emergency Management” or the “Secretary of 
the Emergency Management Agency” appears in statute, regulation, or contract, or 

in any other code, it shall be construed to refer to the Director of Emergency 
Services. 
(3) Unless the context clearly requires otherwise, whenever the term “Director of 

Homeland Security” or “Office of Homeland Security” appears in any statute, 
regulation, or contract, or in any other code, it shall be construed to refer to the 

Office of Emergency Services, and whenever the term “Director of Homeland 
Security” or “Director of the Office of Homeland Security” appears in any statute, 

regulation, or contract, or in any other code, it shall be construed to refer to the 
Director of Emergency Services. 
(b) (1) The Office of Emergency Services and the Director of Emergency Services 

shall succeed to and are vested with all the duties, powers, purposes, 
responsibilities, and jurisdiction vested in the California Emergency Management 

Agency and the Secretary of Emergency Management, respectively. 
(2) The Office of Emergency Services and the Director of Emergency Services shall 
succeed to and are vested with all the duties, powers, purposes, responsibilities, 

and jurisdiction vested in the Office of Homeland Security and the Director of 
Homeland Security, respectively. 

(c) The Office of Emergency Services shall be considered a law enforcement 
organization as required for receipt of criminal intelligence information pursuant to 
subdivision (f) of Section 6254 by persons employed within the office whose duties 

and responsibilities require the authority to access criminal intelligence information. 
(d) Persons employed by the Office of Emergency Services whose duties and 

responsibilities require the authority to access criminal intelligence information shall 

javascript:submitCodesValues('8585.','3.1.21.10','2013','352','119',%20'id_9ba065c5-2bb2-11e3-986d-eec746dc55f1')


25 

be furnished state summary criminal history information as described in Section 
11105 of the Penal Code, if needed in the course of their duties. 

(e) The Office of Emergency Services shall be responsible for the state’s emergency 
and disaster response services for natural, technological, or manmade disasters and 

emergencies, including responsibility for activities necessary to prevent, respond to, 
recover from, and mitigate the effects of emergencies and disasters to people and 
property. 

(f) Notwithstanding any other law, nothing in this section shall authorize an 
employee of the Office of Emergency Services to access criminal intelligence 

information under subdivision (c) or (d) for the purpose of determining eligibility 
for, or providing access to, disaster-related assistance and services. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 119. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

8585.01. 
   

The Office of Emergency Services shall be the lead agency for emergency response 
to a large, ongoing leak or release of natural gas and associated gases from a 

natural gas storage facility that poses a significant present or potential hazard to 
the public health and safety, property, or the environment. The Office of Emergency 
Services shall coordinate among other state and local agencies the emergency 

response, public health and environmental assessment, monitoring, and long-term 
management and control of the leak. 
(Added by Stats. 2016, Ch. 536, Sec. 1. (SB 888) Effective January 1, 2017.) 

8585.05. 
   
Unless the context otherwise requires, for purpose of this article, the following 

definitions apply: 
(a) “Agency” or “office” means the Office of Emergency Services. 
(b) “California Emergency Management Agency” means the Office of Emergency 

Services. 
(c) “Director” or “secretary” means the Director of Emergency Services. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 120. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

8585.1. 
   

(a) The director shall be appointed by, and hold office at the pleasure of, the 
Governor. The appointment of the director is subject to confirmation by the Senate. 

The director shall coordinate all state disaster response, emergency planning, 
emergency preparedness, disaster recovery, disaster mitigation, and homeland 
security activities. 

(b) The director shall receive an annual salary as set forth in Section 11552. 
(c) The Governor may appoint a deputy director of the office. The deputy director 

shall hold office at the pleasure of the Governor. 
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(d) All positions exempt from civil service that existed in the predecessor agencies 
shall be transferred to the office. 

(e) Neither state nor federal funds may be expended to pay the salary or benefits of 
any deputy or employee who may be appointed by the director or deputy director 

pursuant to Section 4 of Article VII of the California Constitution. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 121. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

8585.2. 
   
(a) All employees serving in state civil service, other than temporary employees, 

who are engaged in the performance of functions transferred to the office or 
engaged in the administration of law, the administration of which was vested in the 

former California Emergency Management Agency, are transferred to the office. The 
status, positions, and rights of those persons shall not be affected by their transfer 
and shall continue to be retained by them pursuant to the State Civil Service Act 

(Part 2 (commencing with Section 18500) of Division 5), except as to positions the 
duties of which are vested in a position exempt from civil service. The personnel 

records of all transferred employees shall be transferred to the office. 
(b) The property of any agency or department related to functions formerly 
transferred to, or vested in the California Emergency Management Agency, is 

transferred to the office. If any doubt arises as to where that property is 
transferred, the Department of General Services shall determine where the 

property is transferred. 
(c) All unexpended balances of appropriations and other funds available for use in 
connection with any function or the administration of any law formerly transferred 

to the California Emergency Management Agency shall be transferred to the office 
for use for the purpose for which the appropriation was originally made or the funds 

were originally available. If there is any doubt as to where those balances and 
funds are transferred, the Department of Finance shall determine where the 
balances and funds are transferred. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 122. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

8585.5. 
   
The office shall establish by rule and regulation various classes of disaster service 
workers and the scope of the duties of each class. The office shall also adopt rules 

and regulations prescribing the manner in which disaster service workers of each 
class are to be registered. All of the rules and regulations shall be designed to 

facilitate the payment of workers’ compensation. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 123. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

8585.7. 
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The office may certify the accredited status of local disaster councils, subject to the 
requirements of Section 8612. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 124. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

8585.8. 
   
(a) The office may enter into an agreement directly with one or more certified 
community conservation corps to perform emergency or disaster response services 

as the office deems appropriate. 
(b) For purposes of this subdivision, “certified community conservation corps” 

means a community conservation corps that has been certified as described in 
Section 14507.5 of the Public Resources Code. 
(Added by Stats. 2018, Ch. 623, Sec. 1. (SB 1181) Effective January 1, 2019.) 

8586. 
   
The Governor shall assign all or part of his or her powers and duties under this 
chapter to the Office of Emergency Services. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 125. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

8586.5. 
   
(a) The Office of Emergency Services shall establish and lead the California 

Cybersecurity Integration Center. The California Cybersecurity Integration Center’s 
primary mission is to reduce the likelihood and severity of cyber incidents that 
could damage California’s economy, its critical infrastructure, or public and private 

sector computer networks in our state. The California Cybersecurity Integration 
Center shall serve as the central organizing hub of state government’s 

cybersecurity activities and coordinate information sharing with local, state, and 
federal agencies, tribal governments, utilities and other service providers, academic 
institutions, and nongovernmental organizations. The California Cybersecurity 

Integration Center shall be comprised of representatives from the following 
organizations: 

(1) The Office of Emergency Services. 
(2) The Office of Information Security. 
(3) The State Threat Assessment Center. 

(4) The Department of the California Highway Patrol. 
(5) The Military Department. 

(6) The Office of the Attorney General. 
(7) The California Health and Human Services Agency. 
(8) The California Utilities Emergency Association. 

(9) The California State University. 
(10) The University of California. 

(11) The California Community Colleges. 
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(12) The United States Department of Homeland Security. 
(13) The United States Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

(14) The United States Secret Service. 
(15) The United States Coast Guard. 

(16) Other members as designated by the Director of Emergency Services. 
(b) The California Cybersecurity Integration Center shall operate in close 
coordination with the California State Threat Assessment System and the United 

States Department of Homeland Security — National Cybersecurity and 
Communications Integration Center, including sharing cyber threat information that 

is received from utilities, academic institutions, private companies, and other 
appropriate sources. The California Cybersecurity Integration Center shall provide 
warnings of cyberattacks to government agencies and nongovernmental partners, 

coordinate information sharing among these entities, assess risks to critical 
infrastructure and information technology networks, prioritize cyber threats and 

support public and private sector partners in protecting their vulnerable 
infrastructure and information technology networks, enable cross-sector 
coordination and sharing of recommended best practices and security measures, 

and support cybersecurity assessments, audits, and accountability programs that 
are required by state law to protect the information technology networks of 

California’s agencies and departments. 
(c) The California Cybersecurity Integration Center shall develop a statewide 

cybersecurity strategy, informed by recommendations from the California Task 
Force on Cybersecurity and in accordance with state and federal requirements, 
standards, and best practices. The cybersecurity strategy shall be developed to 

improve how cyber threats are identified, understood, and shared in order to 
reduce threats to California government, businesses, and consumers. The strategy 

shall also strengthen cyber emergency preparedness and response, standardize 
implementation of data protection measures, enhance digital forensics and cyber 
investigative capabilities, deepen expertise among California’s workforce of 

cybersecurity professionals, and expand cybersecurity awareness and public 
education. 

(d) The California Cybersecurity Integration Center shall establish a Cyber Incident 
Response Team to serve as California’s primary unit to lead cyber threat detection, 
reporting, and response in coordination with public and private entities across the 

state. This team shall also assist law enforcement agencies with primary jurisdiction 
for cyber-related criminal investigations and agencies responsible for advancing 

information security within state government. This team shall be comprised of 
personnel from agencies, departments, and organizations represented in the 
California Cybersecurity Integration Center. 

(e) Information sharing by the California Cybersecurity Integration Center shall be 
conducted in a manner that protects the privacy and civil liberties of individuals, 

safeguards sensitive information, preserves business confidentiality, and enables 
public officials to detect, investigate, respond to, and prevent cyberattacks that 
threaten public health and safety, economic stability, and national security. 
(Amended by Stats. 2019, Ch. 497, Sec. 133. (AB 991) Effective January 1, 2020.) 

8586.7. 
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(a) (1) The office and the Department of Forestry and Fire Protection shall jointly 

establish and lead the Wildfire Forecast and Threat Intelligence Integration Center. 
(2) The Wildfire Forecast and Threat Intelligence Integration Center’s primary 

mission shall be to collect, assess, and analyze fire weather data, atmospheric 
conditions, and other threat indicators that could lead to catastrophic wildfire and to 
reduce the likelihood and severity of wildfire incidents that could endanger the 

safety of persons, property, and the environment by developing and sharing 
intelligence products related to fire weather and fire threat conditions for 

government decisionmakers. 
(3) The Wildfire Forecast and Threat Intelligence Integration Center shall serve as 
the state’s integrated central organizing hub for wildfire forecasting, weather 

information, and threat intelligence gathering, analysis, and dissemination, and 
shall also coordinate wildfire threat intelligence and data sharing among federal, 

state, and local agencies, tribal governments, utilities, and other service providers, 
academic institutions, and nongovernmental organizations. 
(b) (1) The Wildfire Forecast and Threat Intelligence Integration Center shall be 

comprised of representatives from the following organizations: 
(A) The Office of Emergency Services. 

(B) The Department of Forestry and Fire Protection. 
(C) The Public Utilities Commission. 

(D) The Military Department. 
(E) The University of California. 
(F) The California State University. 

(G) The California Utilities Emergency Association. 
(H) At least one representative of investor-owned utility companies, appointed by 

the President of the Public Utilities Commission. 
(I) At least one representative of publicly owned utilities, appointed jointly by the 
Director of Emergency Services and the Director of Forestry and Fire Protection. 

(J) Other members as designated jointly by the Director of Emergency Services and 
the Director of Forestry and Fire Protection. 

(2) The office and the Department of Forestry and Fire Protection may invite the 
following organizations to designate representatives to the Wildfire Forecast and 
Threat Intelligence Integration Center: 

(A) The National Weather Service. 
(B) The United States Forest Service. 

(c) The Wildfire Forecast and Threat Intelligence Integration Center shall share 
intelligence and data relevant to wildfire threat, forecasting, detection, and 
prevention activities received from utility wildfire and emergency operations 

centers, partner academic institutions, private companies, and other sources in 
coordination with all of the following: 

(1) The Northern California Geographic Area Coordination Center and the Southern 
California Geographic Area Coordination Center, inclusive of the Department of 
Forestry and Fire Protection’s predictive services unit. 

(2) The California Wildland Fire Coordinating Group. 
(3) The National Weather Service. 

(4) The State Operations Center within the office. 
(5) The California State Warning Center within the office. 
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(d) The Wildfire Forecast and Threat Intelligence Integration Center shall do all of 
the following: 

(1) Provide intelligence and data in compliance with National Fire Danger Rating 
System standards and guidelines about wildfire threats to government agencies and 

designated alerting authorities, as that term is defined in paragraph (1) of 
subdivision (g) of Section 8594.16. 
(2) Develop intelligence products for use by public and private sector entities 

engaged in wildfire risk mitigation efforts. 
(e) The Wildfire Forecast and Threat Intelligence Integration Center shall develop a 

statewide wildfire forecast and threat intelligence strategy to improve how wildfire 
threats are identified, understood, and shared in order to reduce threats to 
California government, businesses, and consumers. The strategy shall strengthen 

wildfire emergency preparedness and response, standardize the implementation of 
environmental monitoring and assessment, enhance forecasting and detection 

capabilities, maximize the use of science and technology, and expand public 
knowledge and awareness of wildfire risks. 
(f) The Wildfire Forecast and Threat Intelligence Integration Center shall be a 

signatory to the interagency California Fire Weather Annual Operating Plan. 
(g) Information sharing by the Wildfire Forecast and Threat Intelligence Integration 

Center shall be conducted in a manner that protects and safeguards sensitive 
information, preserves business confidentiality, and enables public officials to 

detect, investigate, respond to, prevent, and recover from catastrophic wildfires 
that threaten public health and safety and economic stability. 
(Added by Stats. 2019, Ch. 405, Sec. 2. (SB 209) Effective January 1, 2020.) 

8587. 
   

(a) During a state of war emergency, a state of emergency, or a local emergency, 
the secretary shall coordinate the emergency activities of all state agencies in 

connection with that emergency, and every state agency and officer shall cooperate 
with the secretary in rendering all possible assistance in carrying out the provisions 

of this chapter. 
(b) In addition to the powers designated in this section, the Governor may delegate 
any of the powers vested in him or her under this chapter to the secretary except 

the power to make, amend, and rescind orders and regulations, and the power to 
proclaim a state of emergency. 
(Amended by Stats. 2008, Ch. 372, Sec. 17. Effective January 1, 2009.) 

8587.5. 
   
(a) The Department of Transportation shall, in cooperation with interested cities 

with Traffic Signal Override Systems, apply to the United States Secretary of 
Transportation for federal funding to conduct a research program in one or more 
cities to test the effectiveness of the installation of signal emitters and sensors in 

emergency response vehicles in reducing accidents and injuries. 
(b) The project shall study the reduction in accidents and injuries involving 

emergency response vehicles in the program areas, shall, if possible, assess any 
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reduction in response times by emergency response vehicles in the program areas, 
and may study other valuable data as deemed appropriate. 

(c) The application shall seek full federal funding for the project, including the 
evaluation component. If the United States Secretary of Transportation requires a 

nonfederal share of funding, the participating local governments shall pay this 
share equally. 
(d) The department shall apply for federal funding within six months of the effective 

date of this section unless good cause exists to apply later or not to apply. 
(Amended by Stats. 2012, Ch. 728, Sec. 57. (SB 71) Effective January 1, 2013.) 

8587.6. 
   

(a) Prior to January 1, 2018, the office shall adopt a public education program to 
enhance the public’s knowledge about how to identify and report suspected terrorist 

activity. 
(b) (1) The office shall post information about the program on its Internet Web site. 
(2) The office shall incorporate the program into relevant existing programs and 

trainings. 
(Added by Stats. 2016, Ch. 268, Sec. 1. (AB 2384) Effective January 1, 2017.) 

8587.7. 
   

(a) The Office of Emergency Services, in cooperation with the State Department of 
Education, the Department of General Services, and the Seismic Safety 

Commission, shall develop an educational pamphlet for use by grades kindergarten 
to 14 personnel to identify and mitigate the risks posed by nonstructural 
earthquake hazards. 

(b) The office shall print and distribute the pamphlet to the governing board of each 
school district and community college district in the state, along with a copy of the 

current edition of the office’s school emergency response publication. The office 
shall also make the pamphlet or the current edition of the office’s school emergency 
response publication available to a private elementary or secondary school upon 

request. 
(c) The office, as soon as feasible, shall make the pamphlet and the current edition 

of the office’s school emergency response publication available by electronic means, 
including, but not limited to, the Internet. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 126. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

8587.8. 
   

(a) The Office of Emergency Services, in collaboration with the California Institute 
of Technology (Caltech), the California Geological Survey, the University of 

California, the United States Geological Survey, the Alfred E. Alquist Seismic Safety 
Commission, and other stakeholders, shall develop a comprehensive statewide 
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earthquake early warning system in California through a public-private partnership, 
which shall include, but not be limited to, the following features: 

(1) Installation of field sensors. 
(2) Improvement of field telemetry. 

(3) Construction and testing of central processing and notification centers. 
(4) Establishment of warning notification distribution paths to the public. 
(5) Integration of earthquake early warning education with general earthquake 

preparedness efforts. 
(b) In consultation with stakeholders, the Office of Emergency Services shall 

develop an approval mechanism to review compliance with earthquake early 
warning standards as they are developed. The development of the approval 
mechanism shall include input from a broad representation of earthquake early 

warning stakeholders. The approval mechanism shall accomplish all of the 
following: 

(1) Ensure the standards are appropriate. 
(2) Determine the degree to which the standards apply to providers and 
components of the system. 

(3) Determine methods to ensure compliance with the standards. 
(4) Determine requirements for participation in the system. 

(c) The Office of Emergency Services shall identify funding for the system described 
in subdivision (a) through single or multiple sources of revenue. 
(Amended by Stats. 2016, Ch. 803, Sec. 2. (SB 438) Effective January 1, 2017.) 

8587.9. 
   
(a) The Legislature finds and declares that there is a critical need for a consistent 
and coordinated approach to seismic safety and earthquake-related programs in the 

State of California through the Governor’s Office of Emergency Services. These 
programs may include, but are not limited to, earthquake response, recovery, 

warning, mitigation, planning, research, preparedness, training and exercises, 
hazard grants, public information, and education. This approach includes the 

coordination of state agencies and departments that have responsibilities to 
monitor and respond to, and to recover from, earthquakes and to assist the citizens 
and businesses in California. In order to facilitate the requirements of Section 

8587.8, the Legislature establishes the California Earthquake Safety Fund within the 
State Treasury. 

(b) (1) The California Earthquake Safety Fund is hereby created in the State 
Treasury. Upon appropriation by the Legislature, the moneys in the fund shall be 
used for seismic safety and earthquake-related programs, including the statewide 

earthquake early warning system described in Section 8587.8. 
(2) Pursuant to subdivision (c) of Section 8587.8, the California Earthquake Safety 

Fund may accept federal funds, funds from revenue bonds, local funds, and funds 
from private sources for purposes of carrying out the provisions of this section. 
(Added by Stats. 2015, Ch. 799, Sec. 2. (SB 494) Effective January 1, 2016.) 

8587.11. 
   

javascript:submitCodesValues('8587.9.','3.1.21.10','2015','799','2',%20'id_e49bb039-9f95-11e5-bacb-c9b7c1eb246b')
javascript:submitCodesValues('8587.11.','3.1.21.10','2016','803','3',%20'id_5e99b22e-bbe3-11e6-bdd8-d5db002bdb48')


33 

(a) There is in state government, within the office, both of the following: 
(1) The California Earthquake Early Warning Program. 

(2) The California Earthquake Early Warning Advisory Board. 
(b) The following definitions apply to this section and Section 8587.12: 

(1) “Board” means the California Earthquake Early Warning Advisory Board. 
(2) “Program” means the California Earthquake Early Warning Program. 
(3) “System” means the statewide earthquake early warning system. 

(c) (1) The board shall be composed of the following eight members: 
(A) Seven voting members, as follows: 

(i) The Secretary of the Natural Resources Agency, or his or her designee. 
(ii) The Secretary of California Health and Human Services, or his or her designee. 
(iii) The Secretary of Transportation, or his or her designee. 

(iv) The Secretary of Business, Consumer Services, and Housing, or his or her 
designee. 

(v) One member who is appointed by, and serves at the pleasure of, the Speaker of 
the Assembly and represents the interests of private businesses. 
(vi) One member who is appointed by, and serves at the pleasure of, the Governor 

and represents the utilities industry. 
(vii) One member who is appointed by, and serves at the pleasure of, the Senate 

Committee on Rules and represents county government. 
(B) The Chancellor of the California State University, or his or her designee, shall 

serve as a nonvoting member of the board. 
(2) The President of the University of California, or his or her designee, may serve 
as a nonvoting member of the board. 

(3) The members of the board shall serve without compensation, but shall be 
reimbursed for actual and reasonable travel and meal expenses to attend board 

meetings. 
(d) (1) The board shall convene periodically and advise the director on all aspects 
of the program, including, but not limited to, the following functional areas of the 

program: 
(A) System operations. 

(B) Research and development. 
(C) Finance and investment. 
(D) Training and education. 

(2) The board shall utilize committees, groups, and organizations, including, but not 
limited to, the California Institute of Technology, the California Geological Survey, 

the University of California, the United States Geological Survey, and entities 
participating in the critical infrastructure sectors to fulfill the objectives of the 
program by supporting the functional areas of the system. 

(3) The board shall inform the public regarding, and provide the public with the 
opportunity to engage the board on, the development and implementation of the 

system. 
(4) The board shall consult with program participants, state agencies, departments, 
boards and commissions, private businesses, postsecondary educational 

institutions, and subject matter experts, as necessary, to advise the board on the 
development, implementation, and maintenance of the system. 
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(e) (1) Except as otherwise provided by law, the California Integrated Seismic 
Network shall be responsible for the generation of an earthquake early warning 

alert and related system operations. 
(2) The board shall, in conjunction with the director, determine the appropriate 

methods to provide the public with an earthquake early warning alert. 
(f) (1) The board shall comply with the Bagley-Keene Open Meeting Act (Article 9 
(commencing with Section 11120) of Chapter 1 of Part 1 of Division 3) and the 

California Public Records Act (Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 6250) of 
Division 7 of Title 1). 

(2) Notwithstanding any law, including, but not limited to, the California Public 
Records Act (Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 6250) of Division 7 of Title 1), 
any information in a public record that is a trade secret, as that term is defined in 

Section 3426.1 of the Civil Code, of a private entity cooperating with the board or 
participating in the system or with the program is confidential and shall not be 

disclosed. 
(Added by Stats. 2016, Ch. 803, Sec. 3. (SB 438) Effective January 1, 2017.) 

8587.12. 
   

(a) On or before February 1, 2018, the office, in consultation with the board, shall 
develop and submit a business plan for the program to the Senate Committee on 
Governmental Organization, the Assembly Committee on Governmental 

Organization, the Senate Committee on Budget and Fiscal Review, the Assembly 
Committee on Budget, and the Legislative Analyst’s Office. The business plan shall 

include, but not be limited to, all of the following elements: 
(1) The funding plan for the program and the estimated costs associated with the 
program. The funding plan shall include, but not be limited to, all of the following: 

(A) Specific cost estimates for each component of the program, including, but not 
limited to, education and outreach costs, staff costs, and the capital costs, 

operation costs, and maintenance costs of the system. 
(B) Identification of specific sources of funding, including, but not limited to, federal 

funds, funds from revenue bonds, local funds, general funds, special funds, funds 
from private sources, and funding from any written agreements with public or 
private entities to fund components of the program. 

(2) The expected roles and responsibilities of various program participants, 
including, but not limited to, private sector partners and local emergency personnel. 

(3) The expected time schedule for completing the system and when it can start to 
provide alerts. 
(4) A discussion of all reasonably foreseeable risks the program may encounter, 

including, but not limited to, risks associated with the program’s finances, the 
reliability of the system, access to land for sensor placement, and changes in 

technology. The plan shall describe the office’s strategies, processes, or other 
actions it intends to utilize to manage those risks. 
(b) On or before February 1, 2019, and annually thereafter, the office shall report 

to the Legislature any changes to the business plan from the prior year and shall 
provide a general report on progress of the program and the implementation of the 

system. The report shall include, but not be limited to, all of the following: 
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(1) The overall progress of the implementation of the system. 
(2) An update on funding acquired and expended. 

(3) An update on contracts and requests for proposals. 
(4) A summary of recommendations made by the board to the office. 
(Added by Stats. 2016, Ch. 803, Sec. 4. (SB 438) Effective January 1, 2017.) 

8588. 
   
Whenever conditions exist within any region or regions of the state that warrant the 

proclamation by the Governor of a state of emergency and the Governor has not 
acted under the provisions of Section 8625, by reason of the fact that the Governor 
has been inaccessible, the director may proclaim the existence of a state of 

emergency in the name of the Governor as to any region or regions of the state. 
Whenever the director has so proclaimed a state of emergency, that action shall be 

ratified by the Governor as soon as the Governor becomes accessible, and in the 
event the Governor does not ratify the action, the Governor shall immediately 
terminate the state of emergency as proclaimed by the director. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 127. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

8588.1. 
   
(a) The Legislature finds and declares that this state can only truly be prepared for 

the next disaster if the public and private sector collaborate. 
(b) The office may, as appropriate, include private businesses and nonprofit 
organizations within its responsibilities to prepare the state for disasters under this 

chapter. All participation by businesses and nonprofit associations in this program 
shall be voluntary. 

(c) The office may do any of the following: 
(1) Provide guidance to business and nonprofit organizations representing business 
interests on how to integrate private sector emergency preparedness measures into 

governmental disaster planning programs. 
(2) Conduct outreach programs to encourage business to work with governments 

and community associations to better prepare the community and their employees 
to survive and recover from disasters. 
(3) Develop systems so that government, businesses, and employees can exchange 

information during disasters to protect themselves and their families. 
(4) Develop programs so that businesses and government can work cooperatively 

to advance technology that will protect the public during disasters. 
(d) The office may share facilities and systems for the purposes of subdivision (b) 
with the private sector to the extent the costs for their use are reimbursed by the 

private sector. 
(e) Proprietary information or information protected by state or federal privacy laws 

shall not be disclosed under this program. 
(f) Notwithstanding Section 11005, donations and private grants may be accepted 
by the office and shall not be subject to Section 11005. 
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(g) The Disaster Resistant Communities Fund is hereby created in the State 
Treasury. Upon appropriation by the Legislature, the office may expend the money 

in the account for the costs associated within this section. 
(h) This section shall be implemented only to the extent that in-kind contributions 

or donations are received from the private sector, or grant funds are received from 
the federal government, for these purposes. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 128. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

8588.2. 
   

(a) The office may establish a statewide registry of private businesses and nonprofit 
organizations that are interested in donating services, goods, labor, equipment, 

resources, or dispensaries or other facilities to further the purposes of Section 
8588.1. 
(b) If the office establishes a statewide registry pursuant to subdivision (a), the 

agency shall create and implement protocols and procedures for inclusion onto the 
statewide registry that do, but are not limited to, all of the following: 

(1) Establish eligibility requirements for a private business or nonprofit organization 
to be included on the statewide registry. 
(2) Require the services, goods, labor, equipment, resources, or dispensaries or 

other facilities donated by a private business or nonprofit organization included on 
the statewide registry to be provided at no cost to state governmental entities or 

the victims of emergencies and disasters. 
(3) Require the services, goods, labor, equipment, resources, or dispensaries or 
other facilities donated by a private business or nonprofit organization included on 

the statewide registry to be safely collected, maintained, and managed. 
(4) Require that federal, state, and local governmental entities and nonprofit 

organizations that are engaged in assisting communities prepare for, respond to, or 
recover from emergencies and disasters have access to the statewide registry. 
(c) A private business or nonprofit organization included on the statewide registry 

shall reasonably determine all of the following: 
(1) Donated services, goods, labor, equipment, resources, or dispensaries or other 

facilities comply with all applicable federal and state safety laws and licensing 
requirements. 
(2) Donated services, goods, labor, equipment, resources, or dispensaries or other 

facilities have not been altered, misbranded, or stored under conditions contrary to 
the standards set forth under federal or state laws or by the product manufacturer. 

(3) Donated medicine shall be unopened, in tamper-resistant packaging or modified 
unit dose containers that meet United States Pharmacopeia standards, and show lot 
numbers and expiration dates. Medicine that does not meet these standards shall 

not be donated. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 129. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

8588.3. 
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(a) The Legislature finds and declares that it is the responsibility of the State of 
California to protect and preserve the right of its citizens to a safe and peaceful 

existence. To accomplish this goal and to minimize the destructive impact of 
disasters and other massive emergencies, the actions of numerous public agencies 

must be coordinated to effectively manage all four phases of emergency activity: 
preparedness, mitigation, response, and recovery. In order to ensure that the 
state’s response to disasters or massive emergencies is effective, specialized 

training is necessary. 
(b) The California Specialized Training Institute of the office of the Adjutant General 

is hereby transferred to the Office of Emergency Services. The institute shall assist 
the Governor in providing, pursuant to subdivision (f) of Section 8570, training to 
state agencies, cities, and counties in their planning and preparation for disasters. 

(c) The director may solicit, receive, and administer funds or property from federal, 
state, or other public agency sources for the support and operation of the institute. 

(d) The director may solicit and receive firearms, other weaponry, explosive 
materials, chemical agents, and other items confiscated by or otherwise in the 
possession of law enforcement officers as donations to the institute if he or she 

deems them to be appropriate for the institute’s training purposes. 
(e) Any moneys received by the director from charges or fees imposed in 

connection with the operation of the institute shall be deposited in the General 
Fund. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 130. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

8588.5. 
   

To promote an increase in the number of trained disaster search dog teams, the 
office shall do all of the following: 

(a) Provide instruction to California disaster dog trainers in Swiss techniques. 
(b) Work to secure authorization to conduct training for disaster search dog teams 
at existing facilities operated by the California National Guard and the Department 

of Transportation on the grounds of Camp San Luis Obispo. 
(c) Engage in recruiting activities for the purpose of increasing the number of 

disaster search dog teams in southern California. 
(d) Reimburse disaster search dog handlers and instructors for the costs of their 
travel and that of their dogs to training facilities within California. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 131. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

8588.7. 
   
(a) The Office of Emergency Services shall procure mobile communication 

translators to enable mutual-aid emergency response agencies to communicate 
effectively while operating on incompatible frequencies. 
(b) Translators shall be located in the San Francisco Bay Area and the Los Angeles 

metropolitan area, made ready for use by local public safety officials by the Office 
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of Emergency Services, and provided to the appropriate state-established mutual-
aid region pursuant to Section 8600. 

(c) The Office of Emergency Services shall implement this section only to the extent 
that funds are appropriated to the office for this purpose in the Budget Act or in 

other legislation. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 132. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

8588.8. 
   
Upon the proclamation of a state of emergency declared by the Governor, the Office 

of Emergency Services shall include, on an appropriate Internet Web site, 
information about Section 396 of the Penal Code, including information for property 

owners about the effect of the proclamation on rental price as defined in paragraph 
(11) of subdivision (j) of Section 396 of the Penal Code. 
(Added by Stats. 2018, Ch. 631, Sec. 1. (AB 1919) Effective January 1, 2019.) 

8588.9. 
   

(a) The California State Nonprofit Security Grant Program is hereby established 
under the administration of the director to improve the physical security of 

nonprofit organizations, including schools, clinics, community centers, churches, 
synagogues, mosques, temples, and similar locations that are at a high risk for 

violent attacks or hate crimes due to ideology, beliefs, or mission. 
(b) The California State Nonprofit Security Grant Program shall provide grants for 
the purpose of hardening soft targets that are nonprofit organizations and at a high 

risk for violent attacks and hate crimes, as described in subdivision (a). Grant 
money may be distributed to applicants for all of the following security 

enhancements: 
(1) Security guards. 
(2) Reinforced doors and gates. 

(3) High-intensity lighting and alarms. 
(4) Any other security enhancement consistent with the purpose of the California 

State Nonprofit Security Grant Program. 
(c) An applicant shall not be granted an amount greater than two hundred thousand 
dollars ($200,000). 

(d) The operation of the California State Nonprofit Security Grant Program is 
contingent upon an appropriation in the annual Budget Act for purposes of this 

section. 
(e) The director shall adopt, as necessary, application procedures, forms, 
administrative guidelines, and other requirements for purposes of implementing 

and administering the California State Nonprofit Security Grant Program. All 
application procedures, forms, administrative guidelines, and other requirements 

developed by the director pursuant to this subdivision shall be exempt from the 
rulemaking provisions of the Administrative Procedure Act (Chapter 3.5 
(commencing with Section 11340) of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the 

Government Code). 
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(f) This section shall be in effect only until January 1, 2025, and as of that date is 
repealed. 
(Added by Stats. 2019, Ch. 734, Sec. 1. (AB 1548) Effective October 11, 2019. Repealed as of January 1, 2025, 
by its own provisions.) 

8588.10. 
   
(a) The director shall establish a Curriculum Development Advisory Committee to 
advise the office on the development of course curricula, as specified by the 

director. 
(b) The committee shall be chaired by the director, who will appoint members as 

appropriate. In appointing members to the committee, the director shall include 
representatives from the following: 

(1) State public safety, health, first responder, and emergency services 
departments or agencies, as deemed appropriate by the director. 
(2) Local first responder agencies. 

(3) Local public safety agencies. 
(4) Nonprofit organizations, as deemed appropriate by the director. 

(5) Any other state, local, tribal, or nongovernmental organization determined by 
the director to be appropriate. 
(c) The committee shall consult with the Commission on Peace Officer Standards 

and Training. 
(Amended by Stats. 2014, Ch. 668, Sec. 2. (AB 1598) Effective January 1, 2015.) 

8588.11. 
   

(a) The office shall contract with the California Fire Fighter Joint Apprenticeship 
Program to develop a fire service specific course of instruction on the 

responsibilities of first responders to terrorism incidents. The course shall include 
the criteria for the curriculum content recommended by the Curriculum 
Development Advisory Committee established pursuant to Section 8588.10 to 

address the training needs of both of the following: 
(1) Firefighters in conformance with the standards established by the State Fire 

Marshal. 
(2) Paramedics and other emergency medical services fire personnel in 
conformance with the standards established by the Emergency Medical Services 

Authority. 
(b) The course of instruction shall be developed in consultation with individuals 

knowledgeable about consequence management that addresses the topics of 
containing and mitigating the impact of a terrorist incident, including, but not 
limited to, a terrorist act using hazardous materials, as well as weapons of mass 

destruction, including any chemical warfare agent, weaponized biological agent, or 
nuclear or radiological agent, as those terms are defined in Section 11417 of the 

Penal Code, by techniques including, but not limited to, rescue, firefighting, 
casualty treatment, and hazardous materials response and recovery. 
(c) The contract shall provide for the delivery of training by the California Fire 

Fighter Joint Apprenticeship Program through reimbursement contracts with the 
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state, local, and regional fire agencies who may, in turn, contract with educational 
institutions. 

(d) To maximize the availability and delivery of training, the California Fire Fighter 
Joint Apprenticeship Program shall develop a course of instruction to train the 

trainers in the presentation of the first responder training of consequence 
management for fire service personnel. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 134. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

8588.12. 
   

(a) The Curriculum Development Advisory Committee, described in Section 
8588.10, shall recommend criteria for terrorism awareness curriculum content to 

meet the training needs of state and local emergency response personnel and 
volunteers. In addition, the committee shall identify any additional training that 
would be useful and appropriate, but that may not be generally available in 

California, and shall make recommendations pertaining to the need for training 
oversight agencies for first responder disciplines to expedite their curriculum 

approval processes. 
(b) Basic terrorism awareness training shall include, but not be limited to, the 
following: 

(1) An overview of conventional, chemical, biological, radiological, and nuclear 
threats. 

(2) Threat and hazard recognition, with an emphasis on ability to determine local 
vulnerabilities. 
(3) Understanding the structure and function of an incident command system. 

(4) Initial response actions, including preliminary assessment, notifications, 
resource needs, and safety considerations. 

(5) Coordination with other emergency service first responders. 
(6) Gathering, verifying, assessing, and communicating incident information. 
(7) Understanding mass casualty implications and decontamination requirements. 

(8) Balancing lifesaving activities with evidence preservation. 
(9) General awareness and additional training for each of the first responder 

categories specific to each discipline. 
(c) (1) The Legislature finds and declares that training on terrorism awareness for 
first responders is of critical importance to the people of California. 

(2) Every agency responsible for development of terrorism awareness training and 
every agency that employs or uses first responders shall give a high priority to the 

completion of that training. 
(Added by Stats. 2010, Ch. 618, Sec. 42. (AB 2791) Effective January 1, 2011.) 

8588.15. 
   

(a) The director shall appoint representatives of the disabled community to serve 
on the evacuation, sheltering, communication, recovery, and other pertinent 
Standardized Emergency Management System committees, including one 
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representative to the Technical Working Group. Representatives of the disabled 
community shall, to the extent practicable, be from the following groups: 

(1) Persons who are blind or visually impaired. 
(2) Persons with sensory or cognitive disabilities. 

(3) Persons with physical disabilities. 
(b) Within the Standardized Emergency Management System structure, the director 
shall ensure, to the extent practicable, that the needs of the disabled community 

are met by ensuring all committee recommendations regarding preparedness, 
planning, and procedures relating to emergencies include the needs of people with 

disabilities. 
(c) The director shall prepare and disseminate sample brochures and other relevant 
materials on preparedness, planning, and procedures relating to emergency 

evacuations that include the needs of the disabled community, and shall work with 
nongovernmental associations and entities to make them available in accessible 

formats, including, but not limited to, Braille, large print, and electronic media. 
(d) The director and the State Fire Marshal’s office shall seek research funding to 
assist in the development of new technologies and information systems that will 

assist in the evacuation of the groups designated in subdivision (a) during 
emergency and disaster situations. 

(e) It is the intent of the Legislature for the purpose of implementing this section 
and to the extent permitted by federal law, that funds may be used from the 

Federal Trust Fund from funds received from the federal Department of Homeland 
Security for implementation of homeland security programs. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 135. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

8589. 
   

The Office of Emergency Services shall be permitted the use of all state and local 
fair properties as conditions require. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 136. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

8589.1. 
   

(a) The Office of Emergency Services shall plan to establish the State Computer 
Emergency Data Exchange Program (SCEDEP), which shall be responsible for 
collection and dissemination of essential data for emergency management. 

(b) Participating agencies in SCEDEP shall include the Department of Water 
Resources, Department of Forestry and Fire Protection, Department of the 

California Highway Patrol, Department of Transportation, Emergency Medical 
Services Authority, the State Fire Marshal, State Department of Public Health, and 

any other state agency that collects critical data and information that affects 
emergency response. 
(c) It is the intent of the Legislature that the State Computer Emergency Data 

Exchange Program facilitate communication between state agencies and that 
emergency information be readily accessible to city and county emergency services 
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offices. The Office of Emergency Services shall develop policies and procedures 
governing the collection and dissemination of emergency information and shall 

recommend or design the appropriate software and programs necessary for 
emergency communications with city and county emergency services offices. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 137. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

8589.2. 
   

(a) The Office of Emergency Services, in consultation with the California Highway 
Patrol and other state and local agencies, shall establish a statewide plan for the 

delivery of hazardous material mutual aid. 
(b) Within 180 days of the adoption of a plan by the Office of Emergency Services, 

an entity shall only be considered a candidate for training or equipment funds 
provided by the state for hazardous material emergency response when that entity 
is a signatory to the plan established under this section. 

(1) For the purpose of this chapter “hazardous material emergency response” 
includes, but is not limited to, assessment, isolation, stabilization, containment, 

removal, evacuation, neutralization, transportation, rescue procedures, or other 
activities necessary to ensure the public safety during a hazardous materials 
emergency. 

(2) For the purpose of this chapter, “hazardous material” is defined as in Section 
25501 of the Health and Safety Code. 

(c) Entities providing hazardous material emergency response services under this 
chapter shall be exempt from the fee restriction of Section 6103. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 138. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

8589.3. 
   

(a) A person who is acting as an agent for a transferor of real property that is 
located within a special flood hazard area (any type Zone “A” or “V”) designated by 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency, or the transferor if he or she is acting 

without an agent, shall disclose to any prospective transferee the fact that the 
property is located within a special flood hazard area. 

(b) Disclosure is required pursuant to this section only when one of the following 
conditions is met: 
(1) The transferor, or the transferor’s agent, has actual knowledge that the 

property is within a special flood hazard area. 
(2) The local jurisdiction has compiled a list, by parcel, of properties that are within 

the special flood hazard area and a notice has been posted at the offices of the 
county recorder, county assessor, and county planning agency that identifies the 

location of the parcel list. 
(c) In all transactions that are subject to Section 1103 of the Civil Code, the 
disclosure required by subdivision (a) of this section shall be provided by either of 

the following means: 
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(1) The Local Option Real Estate Disclosure Statement as provided in Section 
1102.6a of the Civil Code. 

(2) The Natural Hazard Disclosure Statement as provided in Section 1103.2 of the 
Civil Code. 

(d) For purposes of the disclosure required by this section, the following persons 
shall not be deemed agents of the transferor: 
(1) Persons specified in Section 1103.11 of the Civil Code. 

(2) Persons acting under a power of sale regulated by Section 2924 of the Civil 
Code. 

(e) Section 1103.13 of the Civil Code shall apply to this section. 
(f) The specification of items for disclosure in this section does not limit or abridge 
any obligation for disclosure created by any other provision of law or that may exist 

in order to avoid fraud, misrepresentation, or deceit in the transfer transaction. 
(g) A notice shall be posted at the offices of the county recorder, county assessor, 

and county planning agency that identifies the location of the special flood hazard 
area map, any relevant Letters of Map Revision from the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, and any parcel list compiled by the local jurisdiction. 
(Amended by Stats. 1999, Ch. 876, Sec. 5. Effective January 1, 2000.) 

8589.4. 
   
(a) A person who is acting as an agent for a transferor of real property that is 

located within an area of potential flooding shown on an inundation map prepared 
pursuant to Section 6161 of the Water Code, or the transferor if he or she is acting 

without an agent, shall disclose to any prospective transferee the fact that the 
property is located within an area of potential flooding. 
(b) Disclosure is required pursuant to this section only when one of the following 

conditions is met: 
(1) The transferor, or the transferor’s agent, has actual knowledge that the 

property is within an inundation area. 
(2) The local jurisdiction has compiled a list, by parcel, of properties that are within 

the inundation area and a notice has been posted at the offices of the county 
recorder, county assessor, and county planning agency that identifies the location 
of the parcel list. 

(c) In all transactions that are subject to Section 1103 of the Civil Code, the 
disclosure required by subdivision (a) of this section shall be provided by either of 

the following means: 
(1) The Local Option Real Estate Disclosure Statement as provided in Section 
1102.6a of the Civil Code. 

(2) The Natural Hazard Disclosure Statement as provided in Section 1103.2 of the 
Civil Code. 

(d) For purposes of the disclosure required by this section, the following persons 
shall not be deemed agents of the transferor: 
(1) Persons specified in Section 1103.11 of the Civil Code. 

(2) Persons acting under a power of sale regulated by Section 2924 of the Civil 
Code. 

(e) Section 1103.13 of the Civil Code shall apply to this section. 

javascript:submitCodesValues('8589.4.','3.1.21.10','2017','26','59',%20'id_c5ddd9a1-61cd-11e7-8adc-8aa4aa845353')


44 

(f) The specification of items for disclosure in this section does not limit or abridge 
any obligation for disclosure created by any other provision of law or that may exist 

in order to avoid fraud, misrepresentation, or deceit in the transfer transaction. 
(Amended by Stats. 2017, Ch. 26, Sec. 59. (SB 92) Effective June 27, 2017.) 

8589.45. 
   

(a) In every lease or rental agreement for residential property entered into on or 
after July 1, 2018, the owner or person offering the property for rent shall disclose 

to a tenant, in no smaller than eight-point type, the following: 
(1) That the property is located in a special flood hazard area or an area of 
potential flooding, if the owner has actual knowledge of that fact. For purposes of 

this section, “actual knowledge” includes the following: 
(A) The owner has received written notice from any public agency stating that the 

property is located in a special flood hazard area or an area of potential flooding. 
(B) The property is located in an area in which the owner’s mortgage holder 
requires the owner to carry flood insurance. 

(C) The owner currently carries flood insurance. 
(2) That the tenant may obtain information about hazards, including flood hazards, 

that may affect the property from the Internet Web site of the Office of Emergency 
Services. The disclosure shall include the Internet Web site address for the 
MyHazards tool maintained by the office. 

(3) That the owner’s insurance does not cover the loss of the tenant’s personal 
possessions and it is recommended that the tenant consider purchasing renter’s 

insurance and flood insurance to insure his or her possessions from loss due to fire, 
flood, or other risk of loss. 
(4) That the owner is not required to provide additional information concerning the 

flood hazards to the property and that the information provided pursuant to this 
section is deemed adequate to inform the tenant. 

(b) The disclosures required by this section are subject to the requirements of 
Section 1632 of the Civil Code. 
(Added by Stats. 2017, Ch. 502, Sec. 2. (AB 646) Effective January 1, 2018.) 

8589.5. 
   
(a) For the purposes of this section, “emergency action plan” means a written 
document that outlines actions to be undertaken during an emergency in order to 

minimize or eliminate the potential loss of life and property damage. 
(b) An emergency action plan shall do all of the following: 

(1) Be based upon an inundation map approved by the Department of Water 
Resources pursuant to Section 6161 of the Water Code. 

(2) Be developed by the dam’s owner in consultation with any local public safety 
agency that may be impacted by an incident involving the dam, to the extent a 
local public safety agency wishes to consult. 

(3) Adhere to Federal Emergency Management Agency guidelines, and include, at a 
minimum, all of the following: 

(A) Notification flowcharts and contact information. 
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(B) The response process. 
(C) The roles and responsibilities of the dam owner and impacted jurisdictions 

following an incident involving the dam. 
(D) Preparedness activities and exercise schedules. 

(E) Inundation maps approved by the Department of Water Resources pursuant to 
Section 6161 of the Water Code. 
(F) Any additional information that may impact life or property. 

(c) At least once annually, an owner of a dam shall conduct an emergency action 
plan notification exercise with local public safety agencies, to the extent that a local 

public safety agency wishes to participate. This annual exercise is to ensure that 
emergency communications plans and processes are current and implemented 
effectively. 

(d) (1) The appropriate public safety agencies of any city, county, or city and 
county, the territory of which includes any of those areas identified in an inundation 

map and the emergency action plan, may adopt emergency procedures for the 
evacuation and control of the potentially affected areas. The Office of Emergency 
Services may provide guidance to these agencies on incorporating the emergency 

action plan into the local all-hazard emergency response plans and local hazard 
mitigation plans. 

(2) Local public safety agencies may adopt emergency procedures that incorporate 
the information contained in an emergency action plan in a manner that conforms 

to local needs, and that includes all of the following elements: 
(A) Methods and procedures for alerting and warning the public. 
(B) Delineation of the area to be evacuated. 

(C) Routes to be used. 
(D) Traffic control measures. 

(E) Shelters to be activated for the care of the evacuees. 
(F) Methods for the movement of people without their own transportation. 
(G) Identification of particular areas or facilities in the flood zones that will not 

require evacuation because of their location on high ground or similar 
circumstances. 

(H) Identification and development of procedures for the evacuation and care of 
people with access and functional needs and for the evacuation of specific facilities, 
such as schools, hospitals, skilled nursing facilities, and other facilities as deemed 

necessary. 
(I) Procedures for the perimeter and interior security of the evacuated area. 

(J) Procedures for the lifting of the evacuation and reentry of the area. 
(K) Details as to which organizations are responsible for the functions described in 
this paragraph and the material and personnel resources required. 

(3) Each agency that prepares emergency procedures may review and update these 
procedures in accordance with its established schedules. 

(e) Nothing in Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 6250) of Division 7 of Title 1 
shall be construed to require disclosure of an emergency action plan. 
(f) The Office of Emergency Services may promulgate emergency regulations, as 

necessary, for the purpose of this section in accordance with the rulemaking 
provisions of the Administrative Procedure Act (Chapter 3.5 (commencing with 

Section 11340) of Part 1 of Division 3). The adoption of these regulations shall be 
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deemed to be an emergency and necessary for the immediate preservation of the 
public peace, health and safety, or general welfare. 
(Repealed and added by Stats. 2017, Ch. 26, Sec. 61. (SB 92) Effective June 27, 2017.) 

8589.6. 
   
(a) The Office of Emergency Services shall develop model guidelines for local 

government agencies and community-based organizations planning to develop a 
disaster registry program. Adoption of the model guidelines shall be voluntary. 

Local governmental agencies or community-based organizations wishing to 
establish a disaster registry program may consult with the Office of Emergency 
Services for further guidance. 

(b) The guidelines required by subdivision (a) shall address, at a minimum, all of 
the following issues: 

(1) A purpose statement specifying that the intent of the registry is not to provide 
immediate assistance during a local, state, or national disaster, to those who are 
registered, but to encourage that those registered will receive a telephone call or 

visit from neighborhood disaster volunteers or other organizations specified in the 
final local plan as soon as possible after the disaster in order to check on their well-

being and ask if they need assistance. This statement shall also specify that 
persons registered should be prepared to be self-sufficient for at least 72 hours. 
(2) A list of persons eligible for the registry. This list shall include, but not be 

limited to, disabled persons, including those with developmental disabilities, the 
elderly, those for whom English is not a first language, persons who are unskilled or 

deficient in the English language, long-term health care facilities, residential 
community care facilities, and residential care facilities for the elderly. 
(3) A statement specifying that the party responsible for responding to those 

registered will not be held liable for not responding. 
(4) A plan for ensuring that hard data is available if computers shut down. 

(5) A recommendation for those persons or organizations that would be appropriate 
to respond to persons on the disaster registry, and a plan for training the 

responsible party. 
(6) A plan for community outreach to encourage those eligible to participate. 
(7) A plan for distribution of preparedness materials to those eligible to participate 

in the disaster registry. 
(8) Recommendations and assistance for obtaining federal and state moneys to 

establish a disaster registry. 
(9) A recommendation that organizations currently providing services to persons 
who are eligible for the disaster registry program be encouraged to alter their 

information form to include a space on the form where the person has the option of 
registering for the program. By checking the box and giving approval to be 

registered for the program the person waives confidentiality rights. Despite this 
waiver of confidentiality rights, local government agencies and community-based 
organizations planning to develop a disaster registry are encouraged to do 

everything possible to maintain the confidentiality of their registries. Organizations 
that currently have lists of people who would be eligible to register for the program 
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should be encouraged to share this information with persons establishing a disaster 
registry. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 140. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

8589.7. 
   
(a) In carrying out its responsibilities pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 
8574.17, the Office of Emergency Services shall serve as the central point in state 

government for the emergency reporting of spills, unauthorized releases, or other 
accidental releases of hazardous materials and shall coordinate the notification of 

the appropriate state and local administering agencies that may be required to 
respond to those spills, unauthorized releases, or other accidental releases. The 

Office of Emergency Services is the only state entity required to make the 
notification required by subdivision (b). 
(b) Upon receipt of a report concerning a spill, unauthorized release, or other 

accidental release involving hazardous materials, as defined in Section 25501 of the 
Health and Safety Code, or concerning a rupture of, or an explosion or fire 

involving, a pipeline reportable pursuant to Section 51018, the Office of Emergency 
Services shall immediately inform the following agencies of the incident: 
(1) For an oil spill reportable pursuant to Section 8670.25.5, the Office of 

Emergency Services shall inform the administrator for oil spill response, the State 
Lands Commission, the California Coastal Commission, and the California regional 

water quality control board having jurisdiction over the location of the discharged 
oil. 
(2) For a rupture, explosion, or fire involving a pipeline reportable pursuant to 

Section 51018, the Office of Emergency Services shall inform the State Fire 
Marshal. 

(3) For a discharge in or on any waters of the state of a hazardous substance or 
sewage reportable pursuant to Section 13271 of the Water Code, the Office of 
Emergency Services shall inform the appropriate California regional water quality 

control board. 
(4) For a spill or other release of petroleum reportable pursuant to Section 25270.8 

of the Health and Safety Code, the Office of Emergency Services shall inform the 
local administering agency that has jurisdiction over the spill or release. 
(5) For a crude oil spill reportable pursuant to Section 3233 of the Public Resources 

Code, the Office of Emergency Services shall inform the Geologic Energy 
Management Division and the appropriate California regional water quality control 

board. 
(c) This section does not relieve a person who is responsible for an incident 
specified in subdivision (b) from the duty to make an emergency notification to a 

local agency, or the 911 emergency system, under any other law. 
(d) A person who is subject to Section 25507 of the Health and Safety Code shall 

immediately report all releases or threatened releases pursuant to that section to 
the appropriate local administering agency and each local administering agency 
shall notify the Office of Emergency Services and businesses in their jurisdiction of 

the appropriate emergency telephone number that can be used for emergency 
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notification to the administering agency on a 24-hour basis. The administering 
agency shall notify other local agencies of releases or threatened releases within 

their jurisdiction, as appropriate. 
(e) No facility, owner, operator, or other person required to report an incident 

specified in subdivision (b) to the Office of Emergency Services shall be liable for 
any failure of the Office of Emergency Services to make a notification required by 
this section or to accurately transmit the information reported. 
(Amended by Stats. 2019, Ch. 771, Sec. 2. (AB 1057) Effective January 1, 2020.) 

ARTICLE 5.5. State Assistance for Fire Equipment Act [8589.8 - 8589.21] 

  ( Article 5.5 added by Stats. 1987, Ch. 1332, Sec. 1. ) 
 
8589.8. 
   
This article shall be known and may be cited as the State Assistance for Fire 

Equipment Act. 
(Added by Stats. 1987, Ch. 1332, Sec. 1.) 

8589.9. 
   

(a) The Legislature finds and declares that there is a growing need to find new ways 
to acquire firefighting apparatus and equipment for use by local agencies. Local 

agencies, particularly those that serve rural areas, have had, and are likely to 
continue to have, difficulty acquiring firefighting apparatus and equipment. The 
Legislature further finds and declares that this situation presents a statewide 

problem for the protection of the public safety. 
(b) In enacting this article, the Legislature intends to create new ways for the Office 

of Emergency Services to help local agencies acquire firefighting apparatus and 
equipment. Through the identification of available apparatus and equipment, the 
acquisition of new and used apparatus and equipment, the refurbishing and resale 

of used apparatus and equipment, and assisting the financing of resales, the Office 
of Emergency Services will help local agencies meet public safety needs. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 142. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

8589.10. 
   

As used in this article: 
(a) “Acquire” means acquisition by purchase, grant, gift, or any other lawful means. 

(b) “Office” means the Office of Emergency Services. 
(c) “Firefighting apparatus and equipment” means any vehicle and its associated 
equipment that is designed and intended for use primarily for firefighting. 

“Firefighting apparatus and equipment” does not include vehicles that are designed 
and intended for use primarily for emergency medical services, rescue services, 

communications and command operations, or hazardous materials operations. 
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(d) “Indirect expenses” means those items that are identified as indirect costs in 
the federal Office of Management and Budget, Circular A-87 on January 1, 1985. 

(e) “Local agency” means any city, county, special district, or any joint powers 
agency composed exclusively of those agencies, that provides fire suppression 

services. “Local agency” also includes a fire company organized pursuant to Part 4 
(commencing with Section 14825) of Division 12 of the Health and Safety Code. 
(f) “Rural area” means territory that is outside of any urbanized area designated by 

the United States Census Bureau from the 1980 federal census. 
(g) “Director” means the Director of Emergency Services. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 143. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

8589.11. 
   
The office may acquire new or used firefighting apparatus and equipment for resale 
to local agencies. If the apparatus or equipment is in a used condition, the office 

may contract with the Prison Industry Authority to repair or refurbish the apparatus 
or equipment to acceptable fire service standards before resale. The resale price 

shall recover the office’s cost of acquisition, repairing, refurbishing, and associated 
indirect expenses. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 144. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

8589.12. 
   

If a state agency, including the office, proposes to make firefighting apparatus or 
equipment which is currently owned and operated by the state available to the 
office for use under this article, the Department of General Services shall determine 

whether there is any immediate need by any state agency for the apparatus or 
equipment. If there is no immediate need, the Department of General Services shall 

release the apparatus or equipment to the office. If the office acquires firefighting 
apparatus or equipment from another state agency, the office shall pay the fair 
market value of the apparatus or equipment, as determined by the Department of 

General Services, unless the state agency agrees to a lesser payment. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 145. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

8589.13. 
   

(a) The office shall give first priority for the sale of new or used firefighting 
apparatus and equipment to a local agency that serves a rural area, and is 
authorized to contract with a local agency that serves a rural area for this purpose. 

The office shall give second priority for the sale of new or used firefighting 
apparatus and equipment to any local agency. If after reasonable efforts by the 

office to sell new or used firefighting apparatus and equipment to any local agency, 
and not less than 90 days after providing notice to these local agencies, the office 
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may sell any remaining firefighting apparatus and equipment to public agencies 
outside of California, the federal government, and Indian tribes, subject to any 

applicable federal requirements. 
(b) If a contract for the sale of new or used firefighting apparatus and equipment 

under subdivision (a) provides for the local agency to pay the sale price in more 
than one installment, the local agency shall pay interest at a rate specified in the 
contract, which shall not exceed 1 percent less than the rate earned by the Pooled 

Money Investment Board, and the term of a contract shall not exceed five years. 
(c) If a contract for the sale of new or used firefighting apparatus and equipment 

under subdivision (a) provides for a local agency to obtain a loan from another 
source, the office may insure the other loan. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 146. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

8589.14. 
   

The office shall operate an information system which is capable of identifying 
firefighting apparatus and equipment which is available for acquisition, and local 

agencies which are interested in acquiring apparatus and equipment. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 147. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

8589.15. 
   
The office may contract with the Prison Industry Authority to perform any of the 

responsibilities or services required or authorized by this article. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 148. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

8589.16. 
   
There is hereby created in the General Fund the State Assistance for Fire Equipment 

Account, which, notwithstanding Section 13340, is continuously appropriated to the 
office for the purposes of Sections 8589.11 and 8589.13. All proceeds from the 

resale of firefighting apparatus and equipment shall be paid to the account. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 149. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

8589.17. 
   
Every contract with a local agency for the resale of firefighting apparatus and 

equipment shall specify that the local agency shall make the apparatus or 
equipment available to other local agencies in the same county as part of a mutual 
aid agreement. The apparatus or equipment shall be available for mutual aid 

responses for the length of the term of the contract with the office. 
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(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 150. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

8589.18. 
   
If a local agency defaults on a contract for the resale of firefighting apparatus and 

equipment, the office may either renegotiate the contract or take possession of the 
apparatus or equipment for subsequent resale to another local agency. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 151. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

8589.19. 
   

(a) After consultation with the California Emergency Management Agency Fire 
Advisory Committee, hereafter to be referred to as the Office of Emergency 

Services Fire Advisory Committee, the director shall adopt rules and regulations 
governing the operation of the programs created by this article pursuant to the 
Administrative Procedure Act, Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 11340) of 

Part 1 of Division 3. 
(b) The rules and regulations adopted pursuant to subdivision (a) shall include, but 

not be limited to, all of the following: 
(1) The specific types of firefighting apparatus and equipment which may be 
acquired, rehabilitated, and resold. 

(2) The amount and terms of resale contracts. 
(3) The time, format, and manner in which local agencies may apply for resale 

contracts. 
(4) Priorities for assisting local agencies, which shall give preference to local 
agencies which meet all of the following: 

(A)  Demonstrated need for primary response firefighting apparatus and 
equipment. 

(B) Will be adequately able to operate and maintain the firefighting apparatus and 
equipment. 
(C) Have already used other means of financing the firefighting apparatus and 

equipment. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 152. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

8589.20. 
   

All state agencies, boards, and commissions shall cooperate with the office in 
implementing the programs created by this article. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 153. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

8589.21. 
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The director shall be responsible for the programs created by this article which, 
except as provided by Sections 8589.12 and 8589.15, shall not be subject to the 

requirements of the State Equipment Council or the Office of Fleet Administration of 
the Department of General Services. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 154. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

ARTICLE 5.7. Firefighting Thermal Imaging Equipment Act of 2001 [8590 - 8590.4] 

  ( Article 5.7 added by Stats. 2001, Ch. 837, Sec. 2. ) 
 
8590. 
   

This article shall be known and may be cited as the Firefighting Thermal Imaging 
Equipment Act of 2001. 
(Added by Stats. 2001, Ch. 837, Sec. 2. Effective October 13, 2001.) 

8590.1. 
   
As used in this article, the following terms have the following meanings: 

(a) “Agency” or “office” means the Office of Emergency Services. 
(b) “Local agency” means any city, county, city and county, fire district, special 
district, or joint powers agency that provides fire suppression services. “Local 

agency” also includes a fire company organized pursuant to Part 4 (commencing 
with Section 14825) of Division 12 of the Health and Safety Code. 

(c) “Secretary” or “director” means the Director of Emergency Services. 
(d) “State agency” means any state agency providing residential or institutional fire 
protection, including, but not limited to, the Department of Forestry and Fire 

Protection. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 155. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

8590.2. 
   

There is established in the office a thermal imaging equipment purchasing program 
under which the office shall acquire firefighting thermal imaging equipment on 
behalf of local and state agencies that are interested in obtaining this equipment. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 156. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

8590.3. 
   
In administering the purchasing program, the director shall do all of the following: 
(a) No later than 45 days after the effective date of this article, establish an 

advisory committee, which shall be comprised of representatives of organizations 
including, but not limited to, the California Fire Chiefs Association, the Fire Districts 

Association of California, the California Professional Firefighters, the CDF 
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Firefighters, and the California State Firefighters Association, Inc. The committee 
shall meet no later than 30 days after all members are appointed. 

(b) Consult with the advisory committee regarding equipment specifications and 
other matters relating to the acquisition of thermal imaging equipment, and require 

the advisory committee to formulate specifications no later than 120 days after its 
initial meeting. 
(c) Notify all local and state agencies about the purchasing program, including the 

opportunity to purchase additional units at the contract price, and determine 
whether those agencies are interested in obtaining thermal imaging equipment. 

(d) Purchase thermal imaging equipment at the lowest possible price from a reliable 
vendor that meets specified requirements. It is the intent of the Legislature that the 
director enter into a multiyear contract for this purpose no later than 180 days after 

the committee formulates specifications pursuant to subdivision (b). 
(e) Include a provision in the vendor contract allowing any local or state agency to 

purchase additional units directly from the vendor at the contract price. 
(f) Any local agency that elects to participate in the thermal imaging equipment 
purchasing program shall pay one-half of the contract price for each piece of 

equipment purchased on its behalf by the state. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 157. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

8590.4. 
   

(a) The director shall seek funding for the program from the private sector, grant 
programs, and other appropriate sources. 
(b) The director, after consultation with the advisory commission, shall distribute 

equipment purchased under the program in order to maximize its utilization by 
firefighters based on consideration of the following factors: 

(1) Ability to share or move the equipment to fire locations. 
(2) Availability of existing thermal imaging equipment. 
(3) Geography. 

(4) Need based on frequency of fires. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 158. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

ARTICLE 5.9. Human Trafficking Victims Assistance [8590.6 - 8590.7] 

  ( Article 5.9 added by Stats. 2015, Ch. 25, Sec. 7. ) 
 
8590.6. 
   
For the purposes of this article: 

(a) “Comprehensive services” means primary services that include all of the 
following: 

(1) Shelter or established referral services for shelter on a 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week, basis. 
(2) A 24 hours a day, seven days a week, telephone hotline for crisis calls. 

(3) Temporary housing and food facilities. 
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(4) Psychological support and peer counseling provided in accordance with Section 
1038.2 of the Evidence Code. 

(5) Referrals to existing services in the community. 
(6) Emergency transportation, as feasible. 

(b) “Director” means the Director of the Office of Emergency Services. 
(c) “Fund” means the Human Trafficking Victims Assistance Fund. 
(d) “Human trafficking caseworker” means a human trafficking caseworker as 

defined in Section 1038.2 of the Evidence Code, or a human trafficking caseworker 
who is employed by a homeless services provider that serves homeless children or 

youth and has completed a minimum of eight hours of training focused on victims 
of human trafficking from the Runaway and Homeless Youth Training and Technical 
Assistance Center. 

(e) “Office” means the Office of Emergency Services. 
(f) “Qualified nonprofit organization” means a nongovernmental, nonprofit 

organization that does both of the following: 
(1) Employs a minimum of one individual who is a human trafficking caseworker. 
(2) Provides services to victims of human trafficking, including, but not limited to, 

housing assistance, counseling services, and social services to victims of human 
trafficking. 

(g) “Victim of human trafficking” means any person who is a trafficking victim as 
described in Section 236.1 of the Penal Code and satisfies either of the following 

conditions: 
(1) Was trafficked in the state. 
(2) Fled his or her trafficker to the state. 
(Amended by Stats. 2016, Ch. 344, Sec. 2. (SB 835) Effective September 13, 2016.) 

8590.7. 
   
(a) There is hereby created in the State Treasury the Human Trafficking Victims 

Assistance Fund. Moneys in the fund, including any interest earned, shall only be 
expended to support programs for victims of human trafficking pursuant to the 

requirements of this article and for reimbursement of costs incurred by the office in 
connection with its duties under this section. Of the amounts appropriated to the 
fund, no more than 5 percent shall be applied for reimbursement of costs incurred 

by the office in connection with its duties. 
(b) The office shall do all of the following: 

(1) Be responsible for overseeing the grant program. 
(2) Award grants based on the following: 
(A) The capability of the qualified nonprofit organization to provide comprehensive 

services. 
(B) The stated goals and objectives of the qualified nonprofit organization. 

(C) The number of people to be served and the needs of the community. 
(D) Evidence of community support. 
(E) Other criteria the office deems appropriate that is consistent with the 

requirements of this paragraph. 
(3) Publish deadlines and written procedures for qualified nonprofit organizations to 

apply for the grants. 
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(Amended by Stats. 2017, Ch. 561, Sec. 71. (AB 1516) Effective January 1, 2018.) 

ARTICLE 6. Advisory Committees [8591- 8591.] 

  ( Article 6 added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454. ) 
 
8591. 
   
Nothing in this chapter shall operate to prevent the Governor or the Office of 

Emergency Services from formally recognizing committees or boards established by 
or with segments of the private sector, public agencies, or both the private sector 

and public agencies, that control facilities, resources, or the provision of services 
essential to the mitigation of the effects of an emergency or recovery therefrom, or 

from assigning administrative authority or responsibility to those committees or 
boards or to members thereof with respect to the provision and effective utilization 
of those resources to meet needs resulting from an emergency. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 159. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

ARTICLE 6.1. California Olympic and Paralympic Public Safety Command [8591.5 - 
8591.7] 

  ( Article 6.1 added by Stats. 2019, Ch. 693, Sec. 1. ) 
 
8591.5. 
   
(a) The Office of Emergency Services shall establish, and oversee the development, 

approval, and adoption of, the California Olympic and Paralympic Public Safety 
Command (COPPSC) to facilitate the planning, resourcing, management, and 

delivery of safety and security at the 2028 Olympic and Paralympic Games in Los 
Angeles. 
(b) COPPSC shall, in furtherance of subdivision (a), consider the work of the office’s 

Large Stadium Initiative and the office’s experience implementing the federal 
National Special Security Events planning and preparedness activities. 
(Added by Stats. 2019, Ch. 693, Sec. 1. (AB 1754) Effective January 1, 2020. Repealed as of January 1, 2029, 
pursuant to Section 8591.7.) 

8591.6. 
   

(a) No later than January 31, 2021, the Office of Emergency Services shall enter 
into a memorandum of understanding with the Los Angeles Organizing Committee 

for the 2028 Olympic and Paralympic Games, and with other necessary parties, to 
implement COPPSC’s safety and security activities pursuant to Section 8591.5. 
(b) Memorandums of understanding entered into pursuant to subdivision (a) shall 

comply with Section 4 of Chapter 836 of the Statutes of 2017 and with the Master 
Mutual Aid Agreement. 
(Added by Stats. 2019, Ch. 693, Sec. 1. (AB 1754) Effective January 1, 2020. Repealed as of January 1, 2029, 
pursuant to Section 8591.7.) 
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8591.7. 
   

This article shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2029, and as of that date is 
repealed. 
(Added by Stats. 2019, Ch. 693, Sec. 1. (AB 1754) Effective January 1, 2020. Repealed as of January 1, 2029, by 
its own provisions. Note: Repeal affects Article 6.1, commencing with Section 8591.5.) 

ARTICLE 6.2. Public Safety Communication Act of 2002 [8592 - 8592.9] 

  ( Article 6.2 added by Stats. 2002, Ch. 1091, Sec. 2. ) 
 
8592. 
   

This article shall be known and may be cited as the Public Safety Communication 
Act of 2002. 
(Added by Stats. 2002, Ch. 1091, Sec. 2. Effective January 1, 2003.) 

8592.1. 
   
For purposes of this article, the following terms have the following meanings: 

(a) “Backward compatibility” means that the equipment is able to function with 
older, existing equipment. 
(b) “Committee” means the Public Safety Radio Strategic Planning Committee, that 

was established in December 1994 in recognition of the need to improve existing 
public radio systems and to develop interoperability among public safety 

departments and between state public safety departments and local or federal 
entities, and that consists of representatives of the following state entities: 
(1) The Office of Emergency Services, who shall serve as chairperson. 

(2) The Department of the California Highway Patrol. 
(3) The Department of Transportation. 

(4) The Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation. 
(5) The Department of Parks and Recreation. 

(6) The Department of Fish and Wildlife. 
(7) The Department of Forestry and Fire Protection. 
(8) The Department of Justice. 

(9) The Department of Water Resources. 
(10) The State Department of Public Health. 

(11) The Emergency Medical Services Authority. 
(12) The Department of Technology. 
(13) The Military Department. 

(14) The Department of Finance. 
(c) “First response agencies” means public agencies that, in the early stages of an 

incident, are responsible for, among other things, the protection and preservation 
of life, property, evidence, and the environment, including, but not limited to, state 
fire agencies, state and local emergency medical services agencies, local sheriffs’ 

departments, municipal police departments, county and city fire departments, and 
police and fire protection districts. 
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(d) “Nonproprietary equipment or systems” means equipment or systems that are 
able to function with another manufacturer’s equipment or system regardless of 

type or design. 
(e) “Open architecture” means a system that can accommodate equipment from 

various vendors because it is not a proprietary system. 
(f) “Public safety radio subscriber” means the ultimate end user. Subscribers 
include individuals or organizations, including, for example, local police 

departments, fire departments, and other operators of a public safety radio system. 
Typical subscriber equipment includes end instruments, including mobile radios, 

hand-held radios, mobile repeaters, fixed repeaters, transmitters, or receivers that 
are interconnected to utilize assigned public safety communications frequencies. 
(g) “Public safety spectrum” means the spectrum allocated by the Federal 

Communications Commission for operation of interoperable and general use radio 
communication systems for public safety purposes within the state. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 28, Sec. 6. (SB 71) Effective June 27, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, by Sec. 93 of 
Ch. 28.) 

8592.2. 
   
(a) The committee shall have primary responsibility in state government for both of 
the following: 

(1) Developing and implementing a statewide integrated public safety 
communication system that facilitates interoperability among state public safety 

departments listed in subdivision (b) of Section 8592.1 and other first response 
agencies, as the committee deems appropriate. 
(2) Coordinating other shared uses of the public safety spectrum consistent with 

decisions and regulations of the Federal Communications Commission. 
(b) In order to facilitate effective use of the public safety spectrum, the committee 

shall consult with any regional planning committee or other federal, state, or local 
entity with responsibility for developing, operating, or monitoring interoperability of 
the public safety spectrum. 

(c) The committee shall meet at least twice a year, of which one meeting shall be a 
joint meeting with the California Statewide Interoperability Executive Committee to 

enhance coordination and cooperation at all organizational levels and a cohesive 
approach to communications interoperability. 
(Amended by Stats. 2006, Ch. 855, Sec. 2. Effective January 1, 2007.) 

8592.3. 
   
(a) The committee shall consult with the following organizations and entities: 
(1) California State Peace Officers Association. 

(2) California Police Chiefs Association. 
(3) California State Sheriffs’ Association. 

(4) California Professional Firefighters. 
(5) California Fire Chiefs Association. 
(6) California State Association of Counties. 

(7) League of California Cities. 
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(8) California State Firefighters Association. 
(9) California Coalition of Law Enforcement Associations. 

(10) California Correctional Peace Officers Association. 
(11) CDF Firefighters. 

(12) California Union of Safety Employees. 
(b) Each organization or entity listed in subdivision (a) may designate a 
representative to work with the committee to develop agreements for 

interoperability or other shared use of the public safety spectrum between the state 
public safety departments listed in subdivision (b) of Section 8592.1 and local or 

federal agencies that operate a communication system on the public safety 
spectrum and that have capacity and technical ability for interoperability or other 
shared use. 

(c) The committee shall develop a model memorandum of understanding that sets 
forth general terms for interoperability or other shared uses among jurisdictions, 

which may be modified as necessary for a particular agreement entered into 
pursuant to subdivision (b). 
(d) A local agency may not be required to adopt the model memorandum of 

understanding developed pursuant to subdivision (c). 
(Amended by Stats. 2006, Ch. 855, Sec. 3. Effective January 1, 2007.) 

8592.4. 
   

(a) The committee shall determine which state public safety departments listed in 
subdivision (b) of Section 8592.1 need new or upgraded communication equipment 

and shall establish a program for equipment purchase. In establishing this program, 
the committee shall recommend the purchase of public safety radio subscriber 
equipment that will enable state agencies to commence conforming to industry and 

governmental standards for interoperability as set forth in Section 8592.5. As 
technology continues to evolve, the committee shall recommend the purchase of 

nonproprietary equipment or systems that have open architecture and backward 
compatibility, and that are in compliance with paragraphs (1) and (2) of subdivision 

(a) of Section 8592.5. 
(b) The committee may recommend to any other federal, state, regional, or local 
entity with responsibility for developing, operating, or monitoring interoperability of 

the public safety spectrum, the purchase of public safety radio subscriber 
equipment that will enable first response agencies to commence conforming to 

industry and governmental standards for interoperability as set forth in paragraphs 
(1) and (2) of subdivision (a) of Section 8592.5. As technology continues to evolve, 
the committee may recommend the purchase of nonproprietary equipment or 

systems that have open architecture and backward compatibility, and that are in 
compliance with paragraphs (1) and (2) of subdivision (a) of Section 8592.5. 

(c) This section does not mandate that a state or local governmental agency 
affected by this section is required to compromise its immediate mission or ability 
to function and carry out its existing responsibilities. 
(Amended by Stats. 2006, Ch. 903, Sec. 3. Effective January 1, 2007.) 

8592.5. 
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(a) Except as provided in subdivision (c), a state department that purchases public 

safety radio communication equipment shall ensure that the equipment purchased 
complies with applicable provisions of the following: 

(1) The common system standards for digital public safety radio communications 
commonly referred to as the “Project 25 Standard,” as that standard may be 
amended, revised, or added to in the future jointly by the Association of Public-

Safety Communications Officials, Inc., National Association of State 
Telecommunications Directors, and agencies of the federal government, commonly 

referred to as “APCO/NASTD/FED.” 
(2) The operational and functional requirements delineated in the Statement of 
Requirements for Public Safety Wireless Communications and Interoperability 

developed by the SAFECOM Program under the United States Department of 
Homeland Security. 

(b) Except as provided in subdivision (c), a local first response agency that 
purchases public safety radio communication equipment, in whole or in part, with 
state funds or federal funds administered by the state, shall ensure that the 

equipment purchased complies with paragraphs (1) and (2) of subdivision (a). 
(c) Subdivision (a) or (b) shall not apply to either of the following: 

(1) Purchases of equipment to operate with existing state or local communications 
systems where the latest applicable standard will not be compatible, as verified by 

the Office of Emergency Services. 
(2) Purchases of equipment for existing statewide low-band public safety 
communications systems. 

(d) This section may not be construed to require an affected state or local 
governmental agency to compromise its immediate mission or ability to function 

and carry out its existing responsibilities. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 28, Sec. 7. (SB 71) Effective June 27, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, by Sec. 93 of 
Ch. 28.) 

8592.7. 
   
(a) A budget proposal submitted by a state agency for support of a new or modified 

radio system shall be accompanied by a technical project plan that includes all of 
the following: 
(1) The scope of the project. 

(2) Alternatives considered. 
(3) Justification for the proposed solution. 

(4) A project implementation plan. 
(5) A proposed timeline. 
(6) Estimated costs by fiscal year. 

(b) The committee shall review the plans submitted pursuant to subdivision (a) for 
consistency with the statewide integrated public safety communication strategic 

plan. 
(c) The Office of Emergency Services shall review the plans submitted pursuant to 
subdivision (a) for consistency with the technical requirements of the statewide 

integrated public safety communication strategic plan. 
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(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 28, Sec. 8. (SB 71) Effective June 27, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, by Sec. 93 of 
Ch. 28.) 

8592.8. 
   
A “911” call, as described in Section 2896.1 of the Public Utilities Code, from a 

commercial mobile radio service telecommunications device may be routed to a 
public safety answering point other than the Department of the California Highway 
Patrol only if the alternate routing meets all of the following requirements: 

(a) The “911” call originates from a location other than from a freeway, as defined 
in Section 23.5 of the Streets and Highways Code, under the jurisdiction of the 

Department of the California Highway Patrol. 
(b) The alternate routing is economically and technologically feasible. 

(c) The alternate routing will benefit public safety. 
(d) The Department of the California Highway Patrol, the Office of Emergency 
Services, and the current or proposed alternate public safety answering point, in 

consultation with the wireless industry and local law enforcement officials, 
determine that it is in the best interest of the public, will provide more effective 

emergency service to the public to route “911” calls that do not originate from a 
freeway, as defined in Section 23.5 of the Streets and Highways Code, or any other 
area in which the Department of the California Highway Patrol has jurisdiction to 

respond, to another public safety answering point, and will result in “911” calls 
being routed to the responsible responding jurisdiction that covers the location of 

the call origination point. 
(Added by Stats. 2016, Ch. 241, Sec. 1. (AB 1564) Effective January 1, 2017.) 

8592.9. 
   

(a) The Office of Emergency Services shall take all necessary actions to maximize 
the efficiency of the “911” system. 
(b) The office shall require the Public Safety Communications Division to work with 

the Department of the California Highway Patrol and county coordinators to review 
call data on the routing of “911” cell phone traffic to assess whether wireless “911” 

calls should be routed to a local public safety answering point or a California 
Highway Patrol call center in order to determine the most efficient routing for 
wireless “911” calls, with a comprehensive statewide review and routing 

decisionmaking process, both to be conducted annually. 
(c) After completion of the annual comprehensive statewide review and routing 

decisionmaking process, a local fire, police, sheriff, or emergency medical services 
agency, or a local public safety answering point, may submit a written request for a 
review of a specific cell sector based on the criteria specified in Section 8592.8 to 

the Public Safety Communications Division within the Office of Emergency Services. 
(d) The office shall also require its Public Safety Communications Division to work 

with the wireless carriers to verify that all cell sector routing decisions made 
pursuant to Section 8592.8 have been implemented. 
(Added by Stats. 2016, Ch. 241, Sec. 2. (AB 1564) Effective January 1, 2017.) 
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ARTICLE 6.3. The Manny Alert Act [8592.20 - 8592.22] 

  ( Article 6.3 added by Stats. 2019, Ch. 686, Sec. 1. ) 
 
8592.20. 
   

(a) This article shall be known, and may be cited, as the Manny Alert Act. 
(b) It is the intent of the Legislature to explore the establishment of a statewide 

system under the management of the California Office of Emergency Services that 
provides the ability for Public Safety Answering Points to aid in dispatching 
activities. The statewide system would enable all Californians, including older 

adults, individuals with disabilities, and other at-risk persons, to voluntarily provide 
vital health and safety information to enable first responders to better assist them 

during an accident or emergency. 
(c) It is also the intent of the Legislature that the statewide system would inform 
law enforcement, fire departments, and emergency medical service personnel, who 

are planning for or responding to an emergency, with crucial information necessary 
for interacting with all Californians, especially older adults, individuals with 

disabilities, and other at-risk persons, so as to maximize the safety of these 
persons, minimize the likelihood of injury, and promote the safety of all individuals. 
(Added by Stats. 2019, Ch. 686, Sec. 1. (AB 911) Effective January 1, 2020.) 

8592.21. 
   
For purposes of this article, “office” means the Office of Emergency Services. 
(Added by Stats. 2019, Ch. 686, Sec. 1. (AB 911) Effective January 1, 2020.) 

8592.22. 
   
(a) The office, in consultation with any persons that the office determines are 
relevant experts and stakeholders, shall complete a study to determine the 

feasibility of developing a statewide system that would enable all Californians, 
including older adults, individuals with disabilities, and other at-risk persons, to 

voluntarily provide vital health and safety information, with an encrypted 
connection, to be made available to all first responders in an emergency if a “911” 
call is placed. 

(b) In considering the feasibility of the statewide system, the office shall consider 
all of the following in the study required by subdivision (a): 

(1) That information submitted through the statewide system is confidential and not 
a public record. That the office and any third-party contractor or agent that assists 
with or administers the statewide system not disclose or otherwise communicate 

any or all information it receives from any person under the statewide system 
orally, in writing, or by electronic or any other means to a third party except to 

inform law enforcement, fire department, and emergency medical service personnel 
at the scene of an emergency. 

(2) That the technology used requires the person submitting the information to 
confirm the accuracy of that information and states that the information will be 
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used only by public safety dispatch personnel and first responders solely for 
planning for and responding to emergencies would result in a “911” call. 

(3) In order to maximize efficiency and contain costs, that the statewide system 
incorporate, if the office determines it is consistent with public safety and 

technologically feasible, shared infrastructure and elements of other public safety 
and emergency communication networks, including, but not limited to, all of the 
following: 

(A) Public safety communications identified in the annual plan required by 
subdivision (b) of Section 15277. 

(B) Local and regional public safety broadband networks authorized by the federal 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (Public Law 111-5). 
(C) Public safety broadband networks authorized by the federal Middle Class Tax 

Relief and Job Creation Act of 2012 (Public Law 112-96). 
(D) Public safety radio and communications facilities used for the purpose of public 

warnings pursuant to Section 15254. 
(c) The office shall determine an estimate of the funding necessary to plan, test, 
implement, operate, and maintain the statewide system on an annual basis. The 

office shall include the funding estimate in the report required by subdivision (d). 
(d) The office shall, by January 1, 2021, submit the results of the study required by 

subdivision (a) in a report to the Legislature and the State 911 Advisory Board and 
make that report available to the public. The report to the Legislature shall be 

submitted in compliance with Section 9795. 
(Added by Stats. 2019, Ch. 686, Sec. 1. (AB 911) Effective January 1, 2020.) 

ARTICLE 6.4. Cybersecurity [8592.30 - 8592.45] 

  ( Article 6.4 added by Stats. 2016, Ch. 508, Sec. 2. ) 
 
8592.30. 
   
As used in this article, the following definitions shall apply: 

(a) “Critical infrastructure controls” means networks and systems controlling assets 
so vital to the state that the incapacity or destruction of those networks, systems, 

or assets would have a debilitating impact on public health, safety, economic 
security, or any combination thereof. 
(b) “Critical infrastructure information” means information not customarily in the 

public domain pertaining to any of the following: 
(1) Actual, potential, or threatened interference with, or an attack on, compromise 

of, or incapacitation of critical infrastructure controls by either physical or 
computer-based attack or other similar conduct, including, but not limited to, the 
misuse of, or unauthorized access to, all types of communications and data 

transmission systems, that violates federal, state, or local law or harms public 
health, safety, or economic security, or any combination thereof. 

(2) The ability of critical infrastructure controls to resist any interference, 
compromise, or incapacitation, including, but not limited to, any planned or past 
assessment or estimate of the vulnerability of critical infrastructure. 

(3) Any planned or past operational problem or solution regarding critical 
infrastructure controls, including, but not limited to, repair, recovery, 
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reconstruction, insurance, or continuity, to the extent it is related to interference, 
compromise, or incapacitation of critical infrastructure controls. 

(c) “Department” means the Department of Technology. 
(d) “Office” means the Office of Emergency Services. 

(e) “Secretary” means the secretary of each state agency as set forth in subdivision 
(a) of Section 12800. 
(f) “State agency” or “state agencies” means the same as “state agency” as set 

forth in Section 11000. 
(Added by Stats. 2016, Ch. 508, Sec. 2. (AB 1841) Effective January 1, 2017.) 

8592.35. 
   

(a) (1) On or before July 1, 2018, the department shall, in consultation with the 
office and compliance with Section 11549.3, update the Technology Recovery Plan 

element of the State Administrative Manual to ensure the inclusion of cybersecurity 
strategy incident response standards for each state agency to secure its critical 
infrastructure controls and critical infrastructure information. 

(2) In updating the standards in paragraph (1), the department shall consider, but 
not be limited to considering, all of the following: 

(A) Costs to implement the standards. 
(B) Security of critical infrastructure information. 
(C) Centralized management of risk. 

(D) Industry best practices. 
(E) Continuity of operations. 

(F) Protection of personal information. 
(b) Each state agency shall provide the department with a copy of its updated 
Technology Recovery Plan. 

(c) Each state agency shall, as part of its Technology Recovery Plan, provide the 
department with an inventory of all critical infrastructure controls, and their 

associated assets, in the possession of the agency. 
(Amended by Stats. 2017, Ch. 790, Sec. 1. (AB 1022) Effective January 1, 2018.) 

8592.40. 
   

(a) Each state agency shall report on its compliance with the standards updated 
pursuant to Section 8592.35 to the department in the manner and at the time 
directed by the department, but no later than July 1, 2019. 

(b) At the request of the department, any local entity that receives state funds for 
the purposes of storing, sharing, or transmitting data, or in support of an 

information technology project with a state entity, may submit a Technology 
Recovery Plan, as specified by Section 8592.35, to the department. 

(c) The department, in conjunction with the office, may provide suggestions for a 
state agency or local entity that provided a Technology Recovery Plan pursuant to 
subdivision (b) to improve compliance with the standards developed pursuant to 

Section 8592.35, if any, to the head of the state agency and the secretary 
responsible for the state agency or the head of the local entity. For a state agency 
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that is not under the responsibility of a secretary, the department shall provide any 
suggestions to the head of the state agency and the Governor. 
(Amended by Stats. 2017, Ch. 790, Sec. 2. (AB 1022) Effective January 1, 2018.) 

8592.45. 
   
 The information required by subdivisions (b) and (c) of Section 8592.35, the report 

required by subdivision (a) of Section 8592.40, the plan authorized by subdivision 
(b) of Section 8592.40, and any public records relating to any communication made 

pursuant to, or in furtherance of the purposes of, subdivision (c) of Section 8592.40 
are confidential and shall not be disclosed pursuant to any state law, including, but 
not limited to, the California Public Records Act (Chapter 3.5 (commencing with 

Section 6250) of Division 7 of Title 1). 
(Amended by Stats. 2017, Ch. 790, Sec. 3. (AB 1022) Effective January 1, 2018.) 

ARTICLE 6.5. Accessibility to Emergency Information and Services [8593 - 8594.16] 

  ( Heading of Article 6.5 amended by Stats. 2016, Ch. 520, Sec. 1. ) 
 
8593. 
   

The Office of Emergency Services shall work with advocacy groups representing the 
deaf and hard of hearing, including, but not limited to, the California Association of 

the Deaf and the Coalition of Deaf Access Providers, California television 
broadcasters, city and county emergency services coordinators, and, as 
appropriate, the Federal Emergency Management Agency and the Federal 

Communications Commission, to improve communication with deaf and hard-of-
hearing persons during emergencies, including the use of open captioning by 

California television broadcasters when transmitting emergency information. 
(Amended by Stats. 2016, Ch. 94, Sec. 9. (AB 1709) Effective January 1, 2017.) 

8593.1. 
   

The Office of Emergency Services shall investigate the feasibility of, and the funding 
requirements for, establishing a “Digital Emergency Broadcast System” network, to 
be used by local and state government agencies for the provision of warnings and 

instructions in digital or printed form to California broadcast outlets for relay to the 
public both orally and visually, through television, and orally, through radio, during 

emergencies. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 161. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

8593.2. 
   
The Office of Emergency Services shall investigate the feasibility of establishing a 

toll-free 800 telephone hotline, including TDD (telecommunications device for the 
deaf) accessibility, which would be accessible to the public, including deaf, hard-of-
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hearing, and non-English-speaking persons, for use during nonemergency and 
emergency periods to respond to inquiries about emergency preparedness and 

disaster status. 
(Amended by Stats. 2017, Ch. 561, Sec. 72. (AB 1516) Effective January 1, 2018.) 

8593.3. 
   

(a) A county, including a city and county, shall, upon the next update to its 
emergency plan, integrate access and functional needs into its emergency plan by 

addressing, at a minimum, how the access and functional needs population is 
served by the following: 
(1) Emergency communications, including the integration of interpreters, 

translators, and assistive technology. 
(2) Emergency evacuation, including the identification of transportation resources 

and resources that are compliant with the federal Americans with Disabilities Act of 
1990 (42 U.S.C. Sec. 12101 et seq.) for individuals who are dependent on public 
transportation. 

(3) Emergency sheltering, including ensuring that designated shelters are compliant 
with the federal Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. Sec. 12101 et 

seq.) or can be made compliant through modification and that showers and 
bathrooms are fully accessible to all occupants. 
(b) For purposes of this section, the “access and functional needs population” 

consists of individuals who have developmental or intellectual disabilities, physical 
disabilities, chronic conditions, injuries, limited English proficiency or who are non-

English speaking, seniors, children, people living in institutionalized settings, or 
those who are low income, homeless, or transportation disadvantaged, including, 
but not limited to, those who are dependent on public transit or those who are 

pregnant. 
(c) A county, or city and county, upon the next update to its emergency plan, 

regarding the integration of access and functional needs into that emergency plan, 
shall include representatives from the access and functional needs population, 

pursuant to subdivision (b), including, but not limited to, social service agencies, 
nonprofit organizations, and transportation providers. 
(Amended by Stats. 2019, Ch. 218, Sec. 1. (AB 477) Effective January 1, 2020.) 

8593.3.5. 
   

(a) A county, including a city and county, shall, upon the next update to its 
emergency plan, integrate cultural competence into its emergency plan by 

addressing, at a minimum, how culturally diverse communities within its jurisdiction 
are served by the following: 

(1) Emergency communications, including the integration of interpreters and 
translators. 
(2) Emergency evacuation and sheltering. 

(3) Emergency mitigation and prevention. 
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(4) Emergency planning, including drawing on community-based values and 
customs, and incorporating qualified representatives from diverse population 

groups in the community, during the planning process. 
(5) Emergency preparedness, including the use of culturally appropriate resources 

and outreach techniques to educate and prepare community members for 
emergencies or disasters. 
(b) In relation to subdivision (a), a county, including a city and county, shall 

provide a forum for community engagement in geographically diverse locations in 
order to engage with culturally diverse communities within its jurisdiction. 

(1) A county, including a city and county, may establish a separate community 
advisory board for the purpose of cohosting, coordinating, and conducting outreach 
for the community engagement forums. The advisory board may assist the county 

in prioritizing which culturally diverse communities to outreach to and in 
implementing strategies related to elements in subdivision (a) for integration into 

the county emergency plan. Representatives of the following parties shall be 
considered for the composition of the advisory board: 
(A) Interagency county government departments including, but not limited to, 

emergency services, public health, social services, and transportation. 
(B) Culturally diverse community advocacy groups and community members as 

identified in paragraph (2) of subdivision (c). 
(2) A county, including a city and county, through the advisory board may 

coordinate community outreach forums to solicit input from and share information 
with culturally diverse community organizations and community members as 
identified in paragraph (2) of subdivision (c) on related topics of the emergency 

plan as identified under subdivision (a). 
(3) The community engagement forums may include translation and interpretation 

in languages other than English. 
(c) For purposes of this section: 
(1) “Cultural competence” means the ability to understand, value, communicate 

with, and effectively interact with people across cultures in order to ensure that the 
needs of all community members are addressed, with priority given to “culturally 

diverse communities.” “Cultural competence” includes, but is not limited to, being 
respectful and responsive to the cultural and linguistic needs of diverse population 
groups. 

(2) “Culturally diverse communities” includes, but is not limited to, race and 
ethnicity, including indigenous peoples, communities of color, and immigrant and 

refugee communities; gender, including women; age, including the elderly and 
youth; sexual and gender minorities; people with disabilities; occupation and 
income level including low-income individuals and the unhoused; education level; 

people with no or limited English language proficiency; as well as geographic 
location. 
(Added by Stats. 2019, Ch. 402, Sec. 2. (SB 160) Effective January 1, 2020.) 

8593.4. 
   
(a) A county, including a city and county, may enter into an agreement to access 

the contact information of resident accountholders through the records of a public 
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utility or other agency, including an electrical or gas corporation, local publicly 
owned electric utility, public water agency, or other agency responsible for water 

service, waste and recycling services, or other related services for a property 
address, for the sole purpose of enrolling county residents in a county-operated 

public emergency warning system. 
(b) A county, including a city and county, that enters into an agreement to access 
information pursuant to subdivision (a) shall include procedures to enable any 

resident to opt out of the warning system and a process to terminate the receiving 
agency’s access to the contact information of the resident from a public utility or 

other agency, including an electrical or gas corporation, local publicly owned electric 
utility, public water agency, or other agency responsible for water service, waste 
and recycling services, or other related services for a property address. A county, 

or city and county, may not use the information gathered for any purpose other 
than for emergency notification. The receiving agency shall ensure that the 

confidentiality of the contact information is protected under reasonable security 
procedures. 
(c) For purposes of this section, “contact information” means a person’s name, 

address, telephone numbers, and email address. 
(d) Notwithstanding any other law, a public utility or other agency, including an 

electrical or gas corporation, local publicly owned electric utility, public water 
agency, or other agency responsible for water service, waste and recycling services, 

or other related services for a property address, shall not be subject to civil or 
criminal liability for the accuracy of, or any use, nonuse, or improper release of, the 
contact information it provides to the county under this section, including, without 

limitation, for any deficiencies or inaccuracies of the contact information provided. 
(Added by Stats. 2018, Ch. 615, Sec. 1. (SB 821) Effective January 1, 2019.) 

8593.6. 
   

(a) No later than six months after securing funding for the purposes of this section, 
the Director of Emergency Services shall convene a working group for the purpose 

of assessing existing and future technologies available in the public and private 
sectors for the expansion of transmission of emergency alerts to the public through 
a public-private partnership. The working group shall advise the secretary and 

assist in the development of policies, procedures, and protocols that will lay the 
framework for an improved warning system for the public. 

(b) (1) The working group shall consist of the following membership, to be 
appointed by the director: 
(A) A representative of the Office of Emergency Services. 

(B) A representative of the Attorney General’s office. 
(C) A representative of the State Department of Public Health. 

(D) A representative of the State Emergency Communications Committee. 
(E) A representative of the Los Angeles County Office of Emergency Management, 
at the option of that agency. 

(F) A representative or representatives of local government, at the option of the 
local government or governments. 
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(G) Representatives of the private sector who possess technology, experience, or 
insight that will aid in the development of a public-private partnership to expand an 

alert system to the public, including, but not limited to, representatives of providers 
of mass communication systems, first responders, and broadcasters. 

(H) Additional representatives of any public or private entity as deemed appropriate 
by the director. 
(2) In performing its duties, the working group shall consult with the Federal 

Communications Commission, and with respect to grants and fiscal matters, the 
Office of Emergency Services. 

(c) The working group shall consider and make recommendations with respect to all 
of the following: 
(1) Private and public programs, including pilot projects that attempt to integrate a 

public-private partnership to expand an alert system. 
(2) Protocols, including formats, source or originator identification, threat severity, 

hazard description, and response requirements or recommendations, for alerts to 
be transmitted via an alert system that ensures that alerts are capable of being 
utilized across the broadest variety of communication technologies, at state and 

local levels. 
(3) Protocols and guidelines to prioritize assurance of the greatest level of 

interoperability for first responders and families of first responders. 
(4) Procedures for verifying, initiating, modifying, and canceling alerts transmitted 

via an alert system. 
(5) Guidelines for the technical capabilities of an alert system. 
(6) Guidelines for technical capability that provides for the priority transmission of 

alerts. 
(7) Guidelines for other capabilities of an alert system. 

(8) Standards for equipment and technologies used by an alert system. 
(9) Cost estimates. 
(10) Standards and protocols in accordance with, or in anticipation of, Federal 

Communications Commission requirements and federal statutes or regulations. 
(11) Liability issues. 

(d) The director may accept private monetary or in-kind donations for the purposes 
of this section. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 163. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

8593.7. 
   

(a) On or before July 1, 2019, the Office of Emergency Services, in consultation 
with, at minimum, telecommunications carriers, the California cable and broadband 
industry, radio and television broadcasters, the California State Association of 

Counties, the League of California Cities, the disability community, appropriate 
federal agencies, and the Standardized Emergency Management System Alert and 

Warning Specialist Committee, shall develop guidelines for alerting and warning the 
public of an emergency. Those guidelines shall include, at minimum, the following: 
(1) Timelines for sending alerts during an emergency. 

(2) Practices for sending advance warnings of an impending threat. 
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(3) Practices for testing, training on, and exercising a city’s, county’s, or city and 
county’s alert and warning system. 

(4) Consideration for coordinating alerts with neighboring jurisdictions. 
(5) Guidelines and protocols for redundancy and utilizing multiple forms of alerts. 

(6) Guidelines and protocols for chain of command communications and accounting 
for staffing patterns to ensure a trained operator is always on call. 
(7) Practices for effective notifications to the access and functional needs population 

as defined in subdivision (b) of Section 8593.3. 
(8) Message templates. 

(9) Common terminology. 
(b) (1) The Office of Emergency Services shall provide each city, county, and city 
and county with a copy of the guidelines developed according to subdivision (a). 

(2) Six months after the Office of Emergency Services provides the guidelines to 
each city, county, and city and county, the office may impose conditions upon a 

city’s, county’s, or city and county’s application for any voluntary grant funds that 
have a nexus to emergency management performance that the office administers, 
requiring that city, county, or city and county to operate its alert and warning 

activities in a manner that is consistent with the guidelines developed pursuant to 
subdivision (a). 

(c) Within six months of making the guidelines available pursuant to subdivision (b) 
and at least annually, the Office of Emergency Services, through its California 

Specialized Training Institute, shall develop an alert and warning training. The 
training shall include, at minimum, information regarding the evaluation, purchase, 
and operation of Wireless Emergency Alert system (WEA) and the Emergency Alert 

System (EAS) equipment and software, including capabilities that address 
communications for the access and functional needs community; the technical 

capabilities of the WEA and EAS function within an alert system, pursuant to current 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and Federal Communications 
Commission regulations, as amended from time to time; and the alert and warning 

guidelines developed in subdivision (a). 
(d) The safety of local communities requires designated alerting authorities to 

ensure that they have multiple operators, adequate testing and training, and 
functional equipment and software. To the extent designated alerting authorities 
have difficulty acquiring or maintaining adequate alert and warning resources, they 

may consult with the Office of Emergency Services on best practices to achieve 
those goals. 

(e) “Operator” means those personnel required by the designated alerting authority 
to transmit alert and warning messages. 
(f) The Office of Emergency Services (OES) may adopt emergency regulations to 

implement this section. The adoption, amendment, repeal, or readoption of a 
regulation authorized by this section is deemed to address an emergency, for 

purposes of Sections 11346.1 and 11349.6 of the Government Code, and the office 
is hereby exempted for this purpose from the requirements of subdivision (b) of 
Section 11346.1 of the Government Code. 
(Added by Stats. 2018, Ch. 617, Sec. 2. (SB 833) Effective January 1, 2019.) 

8594. 
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(a) If a law enforcement agency receives a report that an abduction has occurred or 

that a child has been taken by anyone, including, but not limited to, a custodial 
parent or guardian, and the agency determines that a child 17 years of age or 

younger, or an individual with a proven mental or physical disability, has been 
abducted or taken and the victim is in imminent danger of serious bodily injury or 
death, and there is information available that, if disseminated to the general public, 

could assist in the safe recovery of the victim, the agency, through a person 
authorized to activate the Emergency Alert System, shall, absent extenuating 

investigative needs, request activation of the Emergency Alert System within the 
appropriate local area. A law enforcement agency shall only request activation of 
the Emergency Alert System pursuant to this subdivision if these requirements are 

met. The Emergency Alert System is not intended to be used for abductions 
resulting from custody disputes that are not reasonably believed to endanger the 

life or physical health of a child. 
The California Highway Patrol, if requested by a law enforcement agency, shall 
activate the system. 

(b) The California Highway Patrol, in consultation with the Department of Justice, as 
well as a representative from the California State Sheriffs’ Association, the 

California Police Chiefs’ Association, and the California Peace Officers’ Association, 
shall develop policies and procedures providing instruction specifying how a law 

enforcement agency, broadcaster participating in the Emergency Alert System, and 
any other intermediate emergency agency that may institute activation of the 
Emergency Alert System, and, where appropriate, other supplemental warning 

systems, shall proceed after a qualifying event described in subdivision (a) has 
been reported to a law enforcement agency. Those policies and procedures shall 

include, but not be limited to: 
(1) Procedures for transfer of information regarding the victim and the qualifying 
event from the law enforcement agency to the broadcasters. 

(2) Specification of the event code or codes that should be used if the Emergency 
Alert System is activated to report a qualifying event. 

(3) Recommended language for an emergency alert issued pursuant to this section. 
(4) Specification of information that shall be included by the reporting law 
enforcement agency, including which agency a person with information relating to 

the qualifying event should contact and how the person should contact the agency. 
(5) Recommendations on the extent of the geographical area to which an 

emergency alert issued pursuant to this section should be broadcast. 
(c) The California Highway Patrol, in consultation with the Department of Justice, 
shall review the Amber Plan as adopted by other states and Orange County’s Child 

Abduction Regional Emergency Alert Program for guidance in developing 
appropriate policies and procedures for use of the Emergency Alert System and, 

where appropriate, other supplemental warning systems to report qualifying 
events. 
(d) The California Highway Patrol, in conjunction with the Department of Justice, 

shall develop a comprehensive child abduction education plan to educate children in 
the state on the appropriate behavior to deter abduction. The California Highway 

Patrol shall convene a group consisting of a representative from the California State 
Sheriffs’ Association, the California Police Chiefs’ Association, and the California 
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Peace Officers’ Association, representatives of advocacy groups, and the 
Department of Education to assist in the development of a plan. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 328, Sec. 1. (AB 535) Effective January 1, 2014.) 

8594.5. 
   
(a) For purposes of this section, “blue alert” means a quick response system 

designed to issue and coordinate alerts following an attack upon a law enforcement 
officer as described in subdivision (b). 

(b) In addition to the circumstances described in Section 8594, upon the request of 
an authorized person at a law enforcement agency that is investigating an offense 
described in paragraph (1), the California Highway Patrol shall activate the 

Emergency Alert System and issue a blue alert if all of the following conditions are 
met: 

(1) A law enforcement officer has been killed, suffers serious bodily injury, or is 
assaulted with a deadly weapon, and the suspect has fled the scene of the offense. 
(2) A law enforcement agency investigating the offense has determined that the 

suspect poses an imminent threat to the public or other law enforcement personnel. 
(3) A detailed description of the suspect’s vehicle or license plate is available for 

broadcast. 
(4) Public dissemination of available information may help avert further harm or 
accelerate apprehension of the suspect. 

(5) The California Highway Patrol has been designated to use the federally 
authorized Emergency Alert System for the issuance of blue alerts. 

(c) The blue alert system incorporates a variety of notification resources and 
developing technologies that may be tailored to the circumstances and geography 
of the underlying attack. The blue alert system shall utilize the state-controlled 

Emergency Digital Information System, local digital signs, focused text, or other 
technologies, as appropriate, in addition to the federal Emergency Alert System, if 

authorized and under conditions permitted by the federal government. 
(d) On or before December 31, 2011, the California Highway Patrol shall augment 

the department’s public Internet Web site to include a blue alert link that describes 
the “blue alert” process, objectives, and available quick responses. The Internet 
Web site shall explain that the term blue alert will communicate that a law 

enforcement officer has been attacked or killed and that the scope of an alert will 
be tailored to the circumstances of the offense and available technologies. 
(Added by Stats. 2010, Ch. 311, Sec. 1. (SB 839) Effective January 1, 2011.) 

8594.10. 
   
(a) For purposes of this section, “Silver Alert” means a notification system, 

activated pursuant to subdivision (b), designed to issue and coordinate alerts with 
respect to a person who is 65 years of age or older, developmentally disabled, or 
cognitively impaired, and who is reported missing. 

(b) (1) If a person is reported missing to a law enforcement agency and that 
agency determines that the requirements of subdivision (c) are met, the agency 

may request the Department of the California Highway Patrol to activate a Silver 
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Alert. If the Department of the California Highway Patrol concurs that the 
requirements of subdivision (c) are met, it shall activate a Silver Alert within the 

geographical area requested by the investigating law enforcement agency. 
(2) Radio, television, and cable and satellite systems are encouraged to, but not 

required to, cooperate with disseminating the information contained in a Silver 
Alert. 
(3) Upon activation of a Silver Alert, the Department of the California Highway 

Patrol shall assist the investigating law enforcement agency by issuing a be-on-the-
lookout alert, an Emergency Digital Information Service message, an electronic 

flyer, or a changeable message sign in compliance with paragraph (4). 
(4) Upon activation of a Silver Alert, the Department of the California Highway 
Patrol may use a changeable message sign if both of the following conditions are 

met: 
(A) A law enforcement agency determines that a vehicle may be involved in the 

missing person incident. 
(B) Specific vehicle identification is available for public dissemination. 
(c) A law enforcement agency may request a Silver Alert be activated if that agency 

determines that all of the following conditions are met in regard to the investigation 
of the missing person: 

(1) The missing person is 65 years of age or older, developmentally disabled, or 
cognitively impaired. 

(2) The investigating law enforcement agency has utilized all available local 
resources. 
(3) The law enforcement agency determines that the person has gone missing 

under unexplained or suspicious circumstances. 
(4) The law enforcement agency believes that the person is in danger because of 

age, health, mental or physical disability, or environment or weather conditions, 
that the person is in the company of a potentially dangerous person, or that there 
are other factors indicating that the person may be in peril. 

(5) There is information available that, if disseminated to the public, could assist in 
the safe recovery of the missing person. 

(d) For purposes of this section, the following definitions have the following 
meanings: 
(1) “Developmentally disabled” means affected by a developmental disability, as 

defined in subdivision (a) of Section 4512 of the Welfare and Institutions Code. 
(2) “Cognitively impaired” means affected by a cognitive impairment, as defined in 

Section 14522.4 of the Welfare and Institutions Code. 
(Amended by Stats. 2015, Ch. 332, Sec. 1. (AB 643) Effective January 1, 2016.) 

8594.16. 
   

(a) Translating emergency notifications into the most commonly spoken language 
other than English is a critically important governmental activity. In order for 
residents impacted by an emergency to be made aware of the emergency, it is 

critical that emergency notifications to the public be translated either into the most 
commonly spoken language other than English in the impacted county or counties, 

or, at the option of a county, into one or more commonly spoken languages other 
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than English in the county based on an individualized language assessment of that 
county. 

(b) The Office of Emergency Services shall create a library of translated emergency 
notifications that may be used by designated alerting authorities when issuing 

emergency notifications. The office shall consider the two most commonly spoken 
languages other than English in the state when creating the library. 
(c) The Office of Emergency Services shall create a translation style guide that 

includes a glossary of translated standard abbreviations used in emergency 
notifications. 

(d) Designated alerting authorities shall consider using the library and translation 
style guide developed pursuant to subdivisions (b) and (c) when issuing emergency 
notifications to the public. 

(e) Designated alerting authorities may use a hyperlink to the translated 
emergency notification in a message disseminated through a wireless emergency 

alert for purposes of issuing a translated alert. 
(f) Six months after the Office of Emergency Services launches the library and 
translation style guide pursuant to subdivisions (b) and (c), the office may impose 

conditions upon a city’s, county’s, or city and county’s application for any voluntary 
grant funds that have a nexus to emergency management performance that the 

office administers by requiring the designated alerting authority within a city, 
county, or city and county to translate emergency notifications. 

(g) For purposes of this section, the following definitions apply: 
(1) “Designated alerting authority” means a federal, state, local, tribal, or territorial 
jurisdiction that is authorized to alert the public of emergency situations through 

federal, state, and local laws. 
(2) “Emergency notification” means any message authored by a designated alerting 

authority intended to alert or warn the public of an imminent threat to life safety or 
property damage, and that is disseminated through designated alert and warning 
systems such as the Emergency Alert System or the federal Wireless Emergency 

Alerts system. 
(h) This section does not delay or prohibit a designated alerting authority from 

issuing an emergency notification in a timely manner. 
(Amended by Stats. 2019, Ch. 497, Sec. 134. (AB 991) Effective January 1, 2020.) 

ARTICLE 7. Other State Agencies [8595 - 8598] 

  ( Article 7 added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454. ) 
 
8595. 
   
The Governor may assign to a state agency any activity concerned with the 

mitigation of the effects of an emergency of a nature related to the existing powers 
and duties of such agency, including interstate activities, and it shall thereupon 

become the duty of such agency to undertake and carry out such activity on behalf 
of the state. 
(Added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454.) 

8596. 
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(a) Each department, division, bureau, board, commission, officer, and employee of 

this state shall render all possible assistance to the Governor and to the Director of 
Emergency Services in carrying out this chapter. 

(b) In providing that assistance, state agencies shall cooperate to the fullest 
possible extent with each other and with political subdivisions, relief agencies, and 
the American National Red Cross, but nothing contained in this chapter shall be 

construed to limit or in any way affect the responsibilities of the American National 
Red Cross under the federal act approved January 5, 1905 (33 Stat. 599), as 

amended. 
(c) Entities providing disaster-related services and assistance shall strive to ensure 
that all victims receive the assistance that they need and for which they are 

eligible. Public employees shall assist evacuees and other individuals in securing 
disaster-related assistance and services without eliciting any information or 

document that is not strictly necessary to determine eligibility under state and 
federal laws. Nothing in this subdivision shall prevent public employees from taking 
reasonable steps to protect the health or safety of evacuees and other individuals 

during an emergency. 
(d) State personnel, equipment, and facilities may be used to clear and dispose of 

debris on private property only after the Governor finds: (1) that the use is for a 
state purpose; (2) that the use is in the public interest, serving the general welfare 

of the state; and (3) that the personnel, equipment, and facilities are already in the 
emergency area. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 164. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

8597. 
   

Whenever a state of emergency is proclaimed to exist within any region or area, or 
whenever a state of war emergency exists, the following classes of state employees 
who are within the region or area proclaimed or who may be assigned to duty 

therein shall be peace officers and shall have the full powers and duties of those 
officers for all purposes as provided by Section 830.1 of the Penal Code, and shall 

perform those duties and exercise any powers which are appropriate or which may 
be directed by their superior officers: 
(a) All peace officers of the Department of the California Highway Patrol. 

(b) All deputies of the Department of Fish and Game who have been appointed to 
enforce the provisions of the Fish and Game Code pursuant to Section 851 of that 

code. 
(c) The Director of Forestry and Fire Protection and the classes of the Department 
of Forestry and Fire Protection who are designated by the Director of Forestry and 

Fire Protection as having the powers of peace officers pursuant to Section 4156 of 
the Public Resources Code. 

(d)  Peace officers who are state employees within the provisions of Section 830.5 
of the Penal Code. 
(Amended by Stats. 1996, Ch. 305, Sec. 9. Effective January 1, 1997.) 
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8598. 
   

Whenever a local emergency exists within a region or area of the state and the 
Department of the California Highway Patrol or the Department of Corrections or 

the Department of the Youth Authority employing any peace officer within Section 
830.5 of the Penal Code is requested by properly constituted local authorities to 
assist local law enforcement, the officers assigned to assist within the designated 

regions or areas shall have the full powers of peace officers within the meaning of 
Section 830.1 of the Penal Code and shall perform those duties and exercise those 

powers as are appropriate or as may be directed by their superior officers. 
(Amended by Stats. 1996, Ch. 305, Sec. 10. Effective January 1, 1997.) 

ARTICLE 7.5. Statewide Natural Disaster Volunteer Corps Program [8599 - 8599.2] 

  ( Article 7.5 added by Stats. 1990, Ch. 536, Sec. 1. ) 
 
8599. 
   

The Office of Emergency Services shall develop a plan for state and local 
governmental agencies to utilize volunteer resources during a state of emergency 
proclaimed by the Governor. The office shall consult with appropriate state and 

local governmental agencies and volunteer organizations in the development of this 
plan. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 165. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

8599.2. 
   

The plan required by Section 8599 shall address, at a minimum, all of the following 
issues: 

(a) A formal system for the utilization of volunteer resources by state and local 
governmental agencies during a proclaimed state of emergency. 

(b) A definition of volunteer resources. 
(c) The identification and listing of volunteer resources in California. 
(d) An education program for volunteer resources on the needs and use of 

volunteers by state and local governmental agencies during a proclaimed state of 
emergency. 

(e) An education program for state and local governmental agencies on the 
availability and utilization of volunteer resources during a proclaimed state of 
emergency. 

(f) The coordination of volunteer resources during a proclaimed state of emergency. 
(g) Definition and identification of volunteer skills and resources typically required 

by state and local governmental agencies during a proclaimed state of emergency. 
(h) A volunteer resources emergency management system for responding to needs 
of state and local governmental agencies during a proclaimed state of emergency. 

(i) A notification procedure of volunteer resources for participation in the plan. 
(j) Communication needs of volunteer resources responding during a proclaimed 

state of emergency. 
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(k) Predisaster agreements for utilization of volunteer resources by state and local 
governments during a proclaimed state of emergency. 
(Added by Stats. 1990, Ch. 536, Sec. 1.) 

ARTICLE 8. Mutual Aid Regions [8600- 8600.] 

  ( Article 8 added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454. ) 
 
8600. 
   
(a) The Governor with the advice of the Office of Emergency Services is hereby 

authorized and empowered to divide the state into mutual aid regions for the more 
effective application, administration, and coordination of mutual aid and other 

emergency-related activities. 
(b) The Office of Emergency Services shall coordinate response and recovery 
operations in each of the mutual aid regions. 
(Amended by Stats. 2015, Ch. 25, Sec. 8. (SB 84) Effective June 24, 2015.) 

ARTICLE 9. Operational Areas [8605- 8605.] 

  ( Article 9 added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454. ) 
 
8605. 
   
Each county is designated as an operational area. In a state of war emergency each 

operational area shall serve as a link in the system of communications and 
coordination between the state’s emergency operating centers and the operating 
centers of the political subdivisions comprising the operational area. 

The governing bodies of each county and of the political subdivisions in the county 
may organize and structure their operational area. 

An operational area may be used by the county and the political subdivisions 
comprising the operational area for the coordination of emergency activities and to 
serve as a link in the communications system during a state of emergency or a local 

emergency. 
(Added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454.) 

ARTICLE 9.5. Disaster Preparedness [8607 - 8608] 

  ( Article 9.5 added by Stats. 1992, Ch. 1069, Sec. 1. ) 
 
8607. 
   

(a) The Office of Emergency Services, in coordination with all interested state 
agencies with designated response roles in the state emergency plan and interested 

local emergency management agencies shall jointly establish by regulation a 
standardized emergency management system for use by all emergency response 
agencies. The public water systems identified in Section 8607.2 may review and 

comment on these regulations prior to adoption. This system shall be applicable, 
but not limited to, those emergencies or disasters referenced in the state 
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emergency plan. The standardized emergency management system shall include all 
of the following systems as a framework for responding to and managing 

emergencies and disasters involving multiple jurisdictions or multiple agency 
responses: 

(1) The Incident Command Systems adapted from the systems originally developed 
by the FIRESCOPE Program, including those currently in use by state agencies. 
(2) The multiagency coordination system as developed by the FIRESCOPE Program. 

(3) The mutual aid agreement, as defined in Section 8561, and related mutual aid 
systems such as those used in law enforcement, fire service, and coroners 

operations. 
(4) The operational area concept, as defined in Section 8559. 
(b) Individual agencies’ roles and responsibilities agreed upon and contained in 

existing laws or the state emergency plan are not superseded by this article. 
(c) The Office of Emergency Services, in coordination with the State Fire Marshal’s 

office, the Department of the California Highway Patrol, the Commission on Peace 
Officer Standards and Training, the Emergency Medical Services Authority, and all 
other interested state agencies with designated response roles in the state 

emergency plan, shall jointly develop an approved course of instruction for use in 
training all emergency response personnel, consisting of the concepts and 

procedures associated with the standardized emergency management system 
described in subdivision (a). 

(d) All state agencies shall use the standardized emergency management system as 
adopted pursuant to subdivision (a), to coordinate multiple jurisdiction or multiple 
agency emergency and disaster operations. 

(e) (1) Each local agency, in order to be eligible for any funding of response-related 
costs under disaster assistance programs, shall use the standardized emergency 

management system as adopted pursuant to subdivision (a) to coordinate multiple 
jurisdiction or multiple agency operations. 
(2) Notwithstanding paragraph (1), local agencies shall be eligible for repair, 

renovation, or any other nonpersonnel costs resulting from an emergency. 
(f) The Office of Emergency Services shall, in cooperation with involved state and 

local agencies, complete an after-action report within 120 days after each declared 
disaster. This report shall review public safety response and disaster recovery 
activities and shall be made available to all interested public safety and emergency 

management organizations. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 167. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

8607.1. 
   
(a) It is the intent of the Legislature that a statewide system for fire hydrants be 

adopted so that all firefighters can respond to emergencies calling for the use of 
water at any location in the state. Without this statewide standardized system, the 

lives of firefighters and those they serve would be put in serious jeopardy in a 
mutual aid fire response effort stretching across city and county boundaries. 
(b) By January 1, 1994, the State Fire Marshal shall establish a statewide uniform 

color coding of fire hydrants. In determining the color coding of fire hydrants, the 
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State Fire Marshal shall consider the national system of coding developed by the 
National Fire Protection Association as Standard 291 in Chapter 2 on Fire Flow 

Testing and Marking of Hydrants. The uniform color coding shall not preempt local 
agencies from adding additional markings. 

(c) Compliance with the uniform color coding requirements of subdivision (b) shall 
be undertaken by each agency that currently maintains fire hydrants throughout 
the state as part of its ongoing maintenance program for its fire hydrants. 

Alternatively, an agency may comply with the uniform color coding requirements by 
installing one or more reflector buttons in a mid-street location directly adjacent to 

the fire hydrant in the appropriate color that would otherwise be required for the 
hydrant and a curb marking as near to the hydrant as practicable in that same 
color. 

(d) By July 1, 1994, the State Fire Marshal shall develop and adopt regulations 
establishing statewide uniform fire hydrant coupling sizes. The regulations adopted 

pursuant to this section shall include provisions that permit the use of an adapter 
mounted on the hydrant as a means of achieving uniformity. In determining 
uniform fire hydrant coupling sizes, the State Fire Marshal shall consider any 

system developed by the National Fire Protection Association, the National Fire 
Academy, or the Federal Emergency Management Agency. 

(e) By December 1, 1996, each local agency, city, county, city and county, or 
special district in order to be eligible for any funding of mutual aid fire response 

related costs under disaster assistance programs, shall comply with regulations 
adopted pursuant to this section. Compliance may be met if at least one coupling 
on the hydrant is of the uniform size. 

(f) Subdivision (d) shall not be applicable to the City and County of San Francisco 
due to the existing water system. 
(Amended by Stats. 1998, Ch. 93, Sec. 1. Effective January 1, 1999.) 

8607.2. 
   
(a) All public water systems, as defined in subdivision (f) of Section 116275 of the 

Health and Safety Code, with 10,000 or more service connections shall review and 
revise their disaster preparedness plans in conjunction with related agencies, 
including, but not limited to, local fire departments and the Office of Emergency 

Services to ensure that the plans are sufficient to address possible disaster 
scenarios. These plans should examine and review pumping station and distribution 

facility operations during an emergency, water pressure at both pumping stations 
and hydrants, and whether there is sufficient water reserve levels and alternative 
emergency power, including, but not limited to, onsite backup generators and 

portable generators. 
(b) All public water systems, as defined in subdivision (f) of Section 116275 of the 

Health and Safety Code, with 10,000 or more service connections following a 
declared state of emergency shall furnish an assessment of their emergency 
response and recommendations to the Legislature within six months after each 

disaster, as well as implementing the recommendations in a timely manner. 
(c) The Office of Emergency Services shall establish appropriate and insofar as 

practical, emergency response and recovery plans, including mutual aid plans, in 
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coordination with public water systems, as defined in subdivision (f) of Section 
116275 of the Health and Safety Code, with 10,000 or more service connections. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 168. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

8608. 
   
The Office of Emergency Services shall approve and adopt, and incorporate the 
California Animal Response Emergency System (CARES) program developed under 

the oversight of the Department of Food and Agriculture into the standardized 
emergency management system established pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 

8607. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 169. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

ARTICLE 9.8. Disaster Preparedness [8609 - 8609.1] 

  ( Heading of Article 9.8 amended by Stats. 2007, Ch. 16, Sec. 4. ) 
 
8609. 
   
State agencies granted authority by the Governor, the Business Continuity Task 

Force, the Emergency Preparedness Task Force, or the Executive Committee 
established by Executive Order D-3-99 to implement any type of disaster, 

contingency, or business continuity plan may use volunteer workers. The volunteers 
shall be deemed disaster service workers for the purpose of workers’ compensation 
under Chapter 3 (commencing with Section 3600) of Part 1 of Division 4 of the 

Labor Code. 
(Added by Stats. 1999, Ch. 784, Sec. 15. Effective October 10, 1999.) 

8609.1. 
   

Any disaster preparedness or response official may be specifically identified by 
name and title in any disaster, contingency, or business continuity plan developed 

pursuant to Executive Order D-3-99 if such a plan incorporates aspects of any 
contingency plan previously developed regarding potential oil spills or toxic 
disasters pursuant to Article 3.5 (commencing with Section 8574.1) and Article 3.7 

(commencing with Section 8574.16). 
(Added by Stats. 1999, Ch. 784, Sec. 15. Effective October 10, 1999.) 

ARTICLE 10. Local Disaster Councils [8610 - 8614] 

  ( Article 10 added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454. ) 
 
8610. 
   

Counties, cities and counties, and cities may create disaster councils by ordinance. 
A disaster council shall develop plans for meeting any condition constituting a local 
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emergency or state of emergency, including, but not limited to, earthquakes, 
natural or manmade disasters specific to that jurisdiction, or state of war 

emergency; those plans shall provide for the effective mobilization of all of the 
resources within the political subdivision, both public and private. The disaster 

council shall supply a copy of any plans developed pursuant to this section to the 
Office of Emergency Services. The governing body of a county, city and county, or 
city may, in the ordinance or by resolution adopted pursuant to the ordinance, 

provide for the organization, powers and duties, divisions, services, and staff of the 
emergency organization. The governing body of a county, city and county, or city 

may, by ordinance or resolution, authorize public officers, employees, and 
registered volunteers to command the aid of citizens when necessary in the 
execution of their duties during a state of war emergency, a state of emergency, or 

a local emergency. 
Counties, cities and counties, and cities may enact ordinances and resolutions and 

either establish rules and regulations or authorize disaster councils to recommend 
to the director of the local emergency organization rules and regulations for dealing 
with local emergencies that can be adequately dealt with locally; and further may 

act to carry out mutual aid on a voluntary basis and, to this end, may enter into 
agreements. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 170. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

8610.3. 
   
The Legislature hereby finds and declares as follows: 
(a) The Office of Emergency Services, in consultation with the State Department of 

Health Care Services and affected counties, investigated the consequences of a 
serious nuclear powerplant accident for each of the nuclear powerplants in 

California with a generating capacity of 50 megawatts or more. 
(b) This study culminated in the establishment of emergency planning zones for 
nuclear powerplant emergency preparedness. 

(c) All state and local government nuclear powerplant emergency response plans 
have been revised to reflect the information provided in the study. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 171. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

8610.5. 
   

(a) For purposes of this section: 
(1) “Office” means the Office of Emergency Services. 

(2) “Previous fiscal year” means the fiscal year immediately prior to the current 
fiscal year. 

(3) “Utility” means an “electrical corporation” as defined in Section 218 of the Public 
Utilities Code. 
(b) (1) State and local costs to carry out activities pursuant to this section and 

Chapter 4 (commencing with Section 114650) of Part 9 of Division 104 of the 
Health and Safety Code that are not reimbursed by federal funds shall be borne by 
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a utility operating a nuclear powerplant with a generating capacity of 50 megawatts 
or more. 

(2) The Public Utilities Commission shall develop and transmit to the office an 
equitable method of assessing a utility operating a powerplant for its reasonable 

share of state agency costs specified in paragraph (1). 
(3) Each local government involved shall submit a statement of its costs specified in 
paragraph (1), as required, to the office. 

(4) Upon notification by the office, from time to time, of the amount of its share of 
the actual or anticipated state and local agency costs, a utility shall pay this amount 

to the Controller for deposit in the Nuclear Planning Assessment Special Account, 
which is continued in existence, for allocation by the Controller, upon appropriation 
by the Legislature, to carry out activities pursuant to this section and Chapter 4 

(commencing with Section 114650) of Part 9 of Division 104 of the Health and 
Safety Code. The Controller shall pay from this account the state and local costs 

relative to carrying out this section and Chapter 4 (commencing with Section 
114650) of Part 9 of Division 104 of the Health and Safety Code, upon certification 
of the costs by the office. 

(5) Upon appropriation by the Legislature, the Controller may disburse up to 80 
percent of a fiscal year allocation from the Nuclear Planning Assessment Special 

Account, in advance, for anticipated local expenses, as certified by the office 
pursuant to paragraph (4). The office shall review program expenditures related to 

the balance of funds in the account and the Controller shall pay the portion, or the 
entire balance, of the account, based upon those approved expenditures. 
(c) (1) The total annual disbursement of state costs from a utility operating a 

nuclear powerplant within the state for activities pursuant to this section and 
Chapter 4 (commencing with Section 114650) of Part 9 of Division 104 of the 

Health and Safety Code, shall not exceed the lesser of the actual costs or the 
maximum funding levels established in this section, subject to subdivisions (e) and 
(f). 

(2) Of the annual amount of two million forty-seven thousand dollars ($2,047,000) 
for the 2009–10 fiscal year, the sum of one million ninety-four thousand dollars 

($1,094,000) shall be for support of the office for activities pursuant to this section 
and Chapter 4 (commencing with Section 114650) of Part 9 of Division 104 of the 
Health and Safety Code, and the sum of nine hundred fifty-three thousand dollars 

($953,000) shall be for support of the State Department of Public Health for 
activities pursuant to this section and Chapter 4 (commencing with Section 114650) 

of Part 9 of Division 104 of the Health and Safety Code. 
(d) (1) The total annual disbursement for each fiscal year, commencing July 1, 
2009, of local costs from a utility shall not exceed the lesser of the actual costs or 

the maximum funding levels established in this section, in support of activities 
pursuant to this section and Chapter 4 (commencing with Section 114650) of Part 9 

of Division 104 of the Health and Safety Code. The maximum annual amount 
available for disbursement for local costs, subject to subdivisions (e) and (f), shall, 
for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2009, be one million seven hundred thirty-two 

thousand dollars ($1,732,000) for the Diablo Canyon site. 
(2) The amounts paid by a utility under this section shall be allowed for ratemaking 

purposes by the Public Utilities Commission. 
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(e) The amounts available for disbursement for state and local costs as specified in 
this section shall be adjusted and compounded each fiscal year by the larger of the 

percentage change in the prevailing wage for San Luis Obispo County employees, 
not to exceed 5 percent, or the percentage increase in the California Consumer 

Price Index from the previous fiscal year. 
(f) Through the inoperative date specified in subdivision (h), the amounts available 
for disbursement for state and local costs as specified in this section shall be 

cumulative biennially. Any unexpended funds from a year shall be carried over for 
one year. The funds carried over from the previous year may be expended when 

the current year’s funding cap is exceeded. 
(g) This section shall become operative on July 1, 2019. 
(h) This section shall become inoperative on August 26, 2025, and, as of January 1, 

2026, is repealed. 
(i) When this section becomes inoperative, any amounts remaining in the special 

account shall be refunded to a utility contributing to it, to be credited to the utility’s 
ratepayers. 
(Added by Stats. 2015, Ch. 399, Sec. 1. (AB 361) Effective October 1, 2015. Section operative July 1, 2019, by 
its own provisions. Inoperative August 26, 2025. Repealed as of January 1, 2026, by its own provisions. See 
same-numbered (and related) section added by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352.) 

8611. 
   
Counties, cities and counties, and cities may provide for the calling of test 

exercises, either singularly or jointly, whenever, in the opinion of such political 
subdivisions, such test exercises are needed; provided, however, that with respect 

to any such test exercise no one shall have the power to command the assistance 
of any private citizen, and the failure of a citizen to obey any order or regulation 
pertaining to a test exercise shall not constitute a violation of any law. 
(Added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454.) 

8612. 
   
Any disaster council that both agrees to follow the rules and regulations established 

by the Office of Emergency Services pursuant to Section 8585.5 and substantially 
complies with those rules and regulations shall be certified by the office. Upon that 

certification, and not before, the disaster council becomes an accredited disaster 
council. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 173. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

8613. 
   

Should an accredited disaster council fail to comply with the rules and regulations of 
the Office of Emergency Services in any material degree, the office may revoke its 

certification and, upon the act of revocation, the disaster council shall lose its 
accredited status. It may again become an accredited disaster council in the same 
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manner as is provided for a disaster council that has not previously been 
accredited. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 174. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

8614. 
   
(a) Each department, division, bureau, board, commission, officer, and employee of 
each political subdivision of the state shall render all possible assistance to the 

Governor and to the Director of Emergency Services in carrying out this chapter. 
(b) The emergency power that may be vested in a local public official during a state 

of war emergency or a state of emergency shall be subject or subordinate to the 
powers vested in the Governor under this chapter when exercised by the Governor. 

(c) Ordinances, orders, and regulations of a political subdivision shall continue in 
effect during a state of war emergency or a state of emergency, except as to any 
provision suspended or superseded by an order or regulation issued by the 

Governor. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 175. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

ARTICLE 11. Mutual Aid [8615 - 8619.5] 

  ( Article 11 added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454. ) 
 
8615. 
   
It is the purpose of the Legislature in enacting this article to facilitate the rendering 

of aid to areas stricken by an emergency and to make unnecessary the execution of 
written agreements customarily entered into by public agencies exercising joint 

powers. Emergency plans duly adopted and approved as provided by the Governor 
shall be effective as satisfying the requirement for mutual aid operational plans 
provided in the Master Mutual Aid Agreement. 
(Added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454.) 

8616. 
   
During any state of war emergency or state of emergency when the need arises for 

outside aid in any county, city and county, or city, such aid shall be rendered in 
accordance with approved emergency plans. 

It shall be the duty of public officials to cooperate to the fullest possible extent in 
carrying out such plans. 
(Added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454.) 

8617. 
   
In periods other than a state of war emergency, a state of emergency, or a local 
emergency, state agencies and political subdivisions have authority to exercise 
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mutual aid powers in accordance with the Master Mutual Aid Agreement and local 
ordinances, resolutions, agreements, or plans therefor. 
(Added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454.) 

8618. 
   
Unless otherwise expressly provided by the parties, the responsible local official in 

whose jurisdiction an incident requiring mutual aid has occurred shall remain in 
charge at such incident, including the direction of personnel and equipment 

provided him through mutual aid. 
(Added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454.) 

8619. 
   

The Governor may on behalf of this state enter into reciprocal aid agreements or 
compacts, mutual aid plans, or other interstate arrangements for the protection of 
life and property with other states and the federal government, either on a 

statewide basis or a political subdivision basis. Prior to committing the personnel, 
equipment, or facilities of any political subdivision of this state, the Governor shall 

consult with the chief executive or governing body of such political subdivision. 
Such mutual aid arrangements may include the furnishing or exchange, on such 
terms and conditions as are deemed necessary, of supplies, equipment, facilities, 

personnel, and services. 
(Added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454.) 

8619.5. 
   

(a) The Office of Emergency Services, in consultation with relevant local and state 
agencies, shall develop and adopt a state fire service and rescue emergency mutual 

aid plan that does all of the following: 
(1) Provides a systematic mobilization, organization, and operation of necessary 
fire, rescue, and hazardous material resources of the state in mitigating the effects 

of disasters. 
(2) Provides comprehensive and compatible plans for the expedient mobilization 

and response of available fire, rescue, and hazardous materials resources on a 
local, area, regional, and statewide basis. 
(3) Establishes guidelines for recruiting and training auxiliary personnel to augment 

fire, rescue, and hazardous materials personnel during disaster operations. 
(4) Provides for an annually updated fire, rescue, and hazardous materials response 

inventory of all personnel and equipment in California. 
(5) Provides for the interchange and dissemination of fire, rescue, and hazardous 
materials-related data, directives, and information among fire and rescue officials of 

local, state, and federal agencies. 
(6) Promotes annual training or exercises, or both training and exercises, among 

plan participants. 
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(b) The state fire service and rescue emergency mutual aid plan shall be an annex 
to the State Emergency Plan. 

(c) The State Emergency Plan and the state fire service and rescue mutual aid plan 
shall be operated pursuant to Article 9.5 (commencing with Section 8607). 
(Added by Stats. 2015, Ch. 25, Sec. 9. (SB 84) Effective June 24, 2015.) 

ARTICLE 12. State of War Emergency [8620 - 8624] 

  ( Article 12 added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454. ) 
 
8620. 
   
During a state of war emergency the Governor shall have complete authority over 

all agencies of the state government and the right to exercise within the area or 
regions designated all police power vested in the state by the Constitution and laws 
of the State of California in order to effectuate the purposes of this chapter. In 

exercise thereof he shall promulgate, issue, and enforce such orders and 
regulations as he deems necessary for the protection of life and property, in 

accordance with the provisions of Section 8567. 
(Added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454.) 

8621. 
   

During a state of war emergency every department, commission, agency, board, 
officer, and employee of the state government and of every political subdivision, 
county, city and county, or city, public district, and public corporation of or in the 

state is required to comply with the lawful orders and regulations of the Governor 
made or given within the limits of his authority as provided for herein. Every such 

officer or employee who refuses or willfully neglects to obey any such order or 
regulation of the Governor, or who willfully resists, delays, or obstructs the 
Governor in the discharge of any of his functions hereunder, is guilty of a 

misdemeanor. In the event that any such officer or employee shall refuse or 
willfully neglect to obey any such order or regulation, the Governor may by his 

order temporarily suspend him from the performance of any and all the rights, 
obligations, and duties of his office or position for the remainder of the period of the 
state of war emergency, and the Governor may thereupon designate the person 

who shall carry on the rights, obligations, and duties of the office or position for the 
duration of such suspension. 
(Added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454.) 

8622. 
   
During a state of war emergency, the Governor, any state agency, or any agency 

acting under the authority of this chapter may exercise outside the territorial limits 
of this state any of the powers conferred upon him or it by or pursuant to this 
chapter. 
(Added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454.) 
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8623. 
   

During a state of war emergency, any person holding a license, certificate, or other 
permit issued by any state evidencing the meeting of the qualifications of such 

state for professional, mechanical, or other skills, may render aid involving such 
skill to meet the emergency as fully as if such license, certificate, or other permit 
had been issued in this state if a substantially similar license, certificate, or other 

permit is issued in this state to applicants possessing the same professional, 
mechanical, or other skills. 
(Added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454.) 

8624. 
   
All of the powers granted the Governor by this chapter with respect to a state of 

war emergency shall terminate when: 
(a) The state of war emergency has been terminated by proclamation of the 
Governor or by concurrent resolution of the Legislature declaring it at an end; or 

(b) The Governor has not within 30 days after the beginning of such state of war 
emergency issued a call for a special session of the Legislature for the purpose of 

legislating on subjects relating to such state of war emergency, except when the 
Legislature is already convened with power to legislate on such subjects. 
(Amended by Stats. 2011, Ch. 36, Sec. 14. (SB 92) Effective June 30, 2011. Operative January 1, 2012, by Sec. 
83 of Ch. 36.) 

ARTICLE 13. State of Emergency [8625 - 8629] 

  ( Article 13 added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454. ) 
 
8625. 
   

The Governor is hereby empowered to proclaim a state of emergency in an area 
affected or likely to be affected thereby when: 

(a) He finds that circumstances described in subdivision (b) of Section 8558 exist; 
and either 
(b) He is requested to do so (1) in the case of a city by the mayor or chief 

executive, (2) in the case of a county by the chairman of the board of supervisors 
or the county administrative officer; or 

(c) He finds that local authority is inadequate to cope with the emergency. 
(Added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454.) 

8626. 
   

Such proclamation shall be in writing and shall take effect immediately upon its 
issuance. As soon thereafter as possible such proclamation shall be filed in the 
office of the Secretary of State. The Governor shall cause widespread publicity and 

notice to be given such proclamation. 
(Added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454.) 
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8627. 
   

During a state of emergency the Governor shall, to the extent he deems necessary, 
have complete authority over all agencies of the state government and the right to 

exercise within the area designated all police power vested in the state by the 
Constitution and laws of the State of California in order to effectuate the purposes 
of this chapter. In exercise thereof, he shall promulgate, issue, and enforce such 

orders and regulations as he deems necessary, in accordance with the provisions of 
Section 8567. 
(Added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454.) 

8627.5. 
   
(a) The Governor may make, amend, or rescind orders and regulations during a 

state of emergency that temporarily suspend any state, county, city, or special 
district statute, ordinance, regulation, or rule imposing nonsafety related 
restrictions on the delivery of food products, pharmaceuticals, and other emergency 

necessities distributed through retail or institutional channels, including, but not 
limited to, hospitals, jails, restaurants, and schools. The Governor shall cause 

widespread publicity and notice to be given to all of these orders and regulations, or 
amendments and rescissions thereof. 

(b) The orders and regulations shall be in writing and take effect immediately on 
issuance. The temporary suspension of any statute, ordinance, regulation, or rule 
shall remain in effect until the order or regulation is rescinded by the Governor, the 

Governor proclaims the termination of the state of emergency, or for a period of 60 
days, whichever occurs first. 
(Added by Stats. 1991, Ch. 1186, Sec. 1.) 

8627.7. 
   
(a) During a period for which the Governor has issued a proclamation of a state of 

emergency under this chapter based on drought conditions, a city, county, or city 
and county shall not impose a fine under any ordinance for a failure to water a lawn 
or for having a brown lawn. 

(b) A violation of this section is not subject to the criminal penalties set forth in 
Section 8665. 
(Added by Stats. 2015, Ch. 62, Sec. 2. (AB 1) Effective January 1, 2016.) 

8628. 
   
During a state of emergency the Governor may direct all agencies of the state 

government to utilize and employ state personnel, equipment, and facilities for the 
performance of any and all activities designed to prevent or alleviate actual and 
threatened damage due to the emergency; and he may direct such agencies to 

provide supplemental services and equipment to political subdivisions to restore 
any services which must be restored in order to provide for the health and safety of 
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the citizens of the affected area. Any agency so directed by the Governor may 
expend any of the moneys which have been appropriated to it in performing such 

activities, irrespective of the particular purpose for which the money was 
appropriated. 
(Added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454.) 

8628.5. 
   
(a) During a state of emergency, the Governor may direct all state agencies to 

utilize, employ, and direct state personnel, equipment, and facilities for the 
performance of any and all activities designed to allow community clinics and health 
centers to provide and receive reimbursement for services provided during or 

immediately following the emergency, including all of the following: 
(1) To issue permits. 

(2) To expedite application processing timelines. 
(3) To direct, to the extent necessary, the State Department of Health Care 
Services, or any other state agency, to seek all appropriate federal approvals to 

allow community clinics and health centers to provide and be reimbursed for Medi-
Cal or other services that are provided either telephonically, or to patients at a 

shelter or other location within the geographical boundaries of the emergency as 
stated in the proclamation declaring the state of emergency. 
(4) To provide guidance, supplemental services, or whatever resources may be 

necessary to political subdivisions to ensure the provision of services by community 
clinics and health centers that are necessary to provide for the health and safety of 

the citizens of the affected area. 
(b) Any agency directed by the Governor to perform activities pursuant to 
subdivision (a) may expend any of the moneys that have been appropriated to it in 

order to perform those activities, irrespective of the particular purpose for which 
the moneys were originally appropriated. 
(Added by Stats. 2018, Ch. 716, Sec. 5. (AB 2576) Effective January 1, 2019.) 

8629. 
   
The Governor shall proclaim the termination of a state of emergency at the earliest 

possible date that conditions warrant. All of the powers granted the Governor by 
this chapter with respect to a state of emergency shall terminate when the state of 
emergency has been terminated by proclamation of the Governor or by concurrent 

resolution of the Legislature declaring it at an end. 
(Added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454.) 

ARTICLE 14. Local Emergency [8630 - 8634] 

  ( Article 14 added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454. ) 
 
8630. 
   

javascript:submitCodesValues('8628.5.','3.1.21.29','2018','716','5',%20'id_6220ffc6-fe3d-11e8-86f2-131a21bfb69b')
javascript:submitCodesValues('8629.','3.1.21.29','1970','1454','',%20'id_981c0b98-291f-11d9-878a-d40868cd9c22')
javascript:submitCodesValues('8630.','3.1.21.30','2018','395','1',%20'id_25dc203a-fe4d-11e8-86f2-131a21bfb69b')


89 

(a) A local emergency may be proclaimed only by the governing body of a city, 
county, or city and county, or by an official designated by ordinance adopted by 

that governing body. 
(b) Whenever a local emergency is proclaimed by an official designated by 

ordinance, the local emergency shall not remain in effect for a period in excess of 
seven days unless it has been ratified by the governing body. 
(c) The governing body shall review the need for continuing the local emergency at 

least once every 60 days until the governing body terminates the local emergency. 
(d) The governing body shall proclaim the termination of the local emergency at the 

earliest possible date that conditions warrant. 
(Amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 395, Sec. 1. (AB 2898) Effective January 1, 2019.) 

8631. 
   

In periods of local emergency, political subdivisions have full power to provide 
mutual aid to any affected area in accordance with local ordinances, resolutions, 
emergency plans, or agreements therefor. 
(Added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454.) 

8632. 
   
State agencies may provide mutual aid, including personnel, equipment, and other 

available resources, to assist political subdivisions during a local emergency or in 
accordance with mutual aid agreements or at the direction of the Governor. 
(Added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454.) 

8633. 
   
In the absence of a state of war emergency or state of emergency, the cost of 

extraordinary services incurred by political subdivisions in executing mutual aid 
agreements shall constitute a legal charge against the state when approved by the 
Governor in accordance with orders and regulations promulgated as prescribed in 

Section 8567. 
(Added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454.) 

8634. 
   

During a local emergency the governing body of a political subdivision, or officials 
designated thereby, may promulgate orders and regulations necessary to provide 

for the protection of life and property, including orders or regulations imposing a 
curfew within designated boundaries where necessary to preserve the public order 
and safety. Such orders and regulations and amendments and rescissions thereof 

shall be in writing and shall be given widespread publicity and notice. 
The authorization granted by this chapter to impose a curfew shall not be construed 

as restricting in any manner the existing authority of counties and cities and any 
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city and county to impose pursuant to the police power a curfew for any other 
lawful purpose. 
(Added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454.) 

ARTICLE 15. Preservation of Local Government [8635 - 8644] 

  ( Article 15 added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454. ) 
 
8635. 
   
The Legislature recognizes that if this state or nation were attacked by an enemy of 

the United States, many areas in California might be subjected to the effects of an 
enemy attack and some or all of these areas could be severely damaged. During 

such attacks and in the reconstruction period following such attacks, law and order 
must be preserved and so far as possible government services must be continued 
or restored. This can best be done by civil government. To help to preserve law and 

order and to continue or restore local services, it is essential that the local units of 
government continue to function. 

In enacting this article the Legislature finds and declares that the preservation of 
local government in the event of enemy attack or in the event of a state of 
emergency or a local emergency is a matter of statewide concern. The 

interdependence of political subdivisions requires that, for their mutual preservation 
and for the protection of all the citizens of the State of California, all political 

subdivisions have the power to take the minimum precautions set forth in this 
article. The purpose of this article is to furnish a means by which the continued 
functioning of political subdivisions will be assured. Should any part of this article 

be in conflict with or inconsistent with any other part of this chapter, the provisions 
of this article shall control. 

Nothing in this article shall prevent a city or county existing under a charter from 
amending said charter to provide for the preservation and continuation of its 
government in the event of a state of war emergency. 
(Amended by Stats. 1974, Ch. 595.) 

8636. 
   
As used in this article, “unavailable” means that an officer is either killed, missing, 

or so seriously injured as to be unable to attend meetings and otherwise perform 
his duties. Any question as to whether a particular officer is unavailable shall be 

settled by the governing body of the political subdivision or any remaining available 
members of said body (including standby officers who are serving on such 
governing body). 
(Added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454.) 

8637. 
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Each political subdivision may provide for the succession of officers who head 
departments having duties in the maintenance of law and order or in the furnishing 

of public services relating to health and safety. 
(Added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454.) 

8638. 
   

To provide for the continuance of the legislative and executive departments of the 
political subdivision during a state of war emergency or a state of emergency or a 

local emergency the governing body thereof shall have the power to appoint the 
following standby officers: 
(a) Three for each member of the governing body. 

(b) Three for the chief executive, if he is not a member of the governing body. 
In case a standby office becomes vacant because of removal, death, resignation, or 

other cause, the governing body shall have the power to appoint another person to 
fill said office. 
Standby officers shall be designated Nos. 1, 2, and 3 as the case may be. 
(Amended by Stats. 1974, Ch. 595.) 

8639. 
   
The qualifications of each standby officer should be carefully investigated, and the 

governing body may request the Director of Emergency Services to aid in the 
investigation of any prospective appointee. No examination or investigation shall be 

made without the consent of the prospective appointee. 
Consideration shall be given to places of residence and work, so that for each office 
for which standby officers are appointed there shall be the greatest probability of 

survivorship. Standby officers may be residents or officers of a political subdivision 
other than that to which they are appointed as standby officers. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 176. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

8640. 
   
Each standby officer shall take the oath of office required for the officer occupying 
the office for which he stands by. Persons appointed as standby officers shall serve 

in their posts as standby officers at the pleasure of the governing body appointing 
them and may be removed and replaced at any time with or without cause. 
(Added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454.) 

8641. 
   
Each standby officer shall have the following duties: 

(a) To inform himself or herself of the duties of the office for which the officer 
stands by. Officers and employees of the political subdivision shall assist the 
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standby officer and each political subdivision shall provide each standby officer with 
a copy of this article. 

(b) To keep informed of the business and affairs of the political subdivision to the 
extent necessary to enable the standby officer to fill his or her post competently. 

For this purpose the political subdivision may arrange information meetings and 
require attendance. 
(c) To immediately report himself or herself ready for duty in the event of a state of 

war emergency or in the event of a state of emergency or a local emergency at the 
place and in the method previously designated by the political subdivision. 

(d) To fill the post for which he or she has been appointed when the regular officer 
is unavailable during a state of war emergency, a state of emergency or a local 
emergency. Standby officers Nos. 2 and 3 shall substitute in succession for standby 

officer No. 1 in the same way that standby officer No. 1 is substituted in place of 
the regular officer. The standby officer shall serve until the regular officer becomes 

available or until the election or appointment of a new regular officer. 
(Amended by Stats. 1992, Ch. 1020, Sec. 1.7. Effective January 1, 1993.) 

8642. 
   

Whenever a state of war emergency a state of emergency or a local emergency 
exists the governing body of the political subdivision shall meet as soon as possible. 
The place of meeting need not be within the political subdivision. The meeting may 

be called by the chief executive of the political subdivision or by a majority of the 
members of the governing body. Should there be only one member of the 

governing body, he may call and hold said meeting and perform acts necessary to 
reconstitute the governing body. 
(Amended by Stats. 1974, Ch. 595.) 

8643. 
   
During a state of war emergency a state of emergency or a local emergency the 
governing body shall: 

(a) Ascertain the damage to the political subdivision and its personnel and property. 
For this purpose it shall have the power to issue subpoenas to compel the 

attendance of witnesses and the production of records. 
(b) Proceed to reconstitute itself by filling vacancies until there are sufficient 
officers to form the largest quorum required by the law applicable to that political 

subdivision. Should only one member of the governing body or only one standby 
officer be available, that one shall have power to reconstitute the governing body. 

(c) Proceed to reconstitute the political subdivision by appointment of qualified 
persons to fill vacancies. 

(d) Proceed to perform its functions in the preservation of law and order and in the 
furnishing of local services. 
(Amended by Stats. 1974, Ch. 595.) 

8644. 
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Should all members of the governing body, including all standby members, be 

unavailable, temporary officers shall be appointed to serve until a regular member 
or a standby member becomes available or until the election or appointment of a 

new regular or standby member. Temporary officers shall be appointed as follows: 
(a) By the chairman of the board of supervisors of the county in which the political 
subdivision is located, and if he is unavailable, 

(b) By the chairman of the board of supervisors of any other county within 150 
miles of the political subdivision, beginning with the nearest and most populated 

county and going to the farthest and least populated, and if he is unavailable, 
(c) By the mayor of any city within 150 miles of the political subdivision, beginning 
with the nearest and most populated city and going to the farthest and least 

populated. 
(Added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454.) 

ARTICLE 16. General Fiscal Provisions [8645 - 8654.1] 

  ( Article 16 added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454. ) 
 
8645. 
   

In addition to any appropriation made to support activities contemplated by this 
chapter, the Governor is empowered to make expenditures from any fund legally 

available in order to deal with actual or threatened conditions of a state of war 
emergency, state of emergency, or local emergency. 
(Added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454.) 

8646. 
   
In carrying out the provisions of this chapter, the Governor may: 
(a) Procure and maintain offices in such parts of the state as may be necessary or 

convenient; 
(b) Acquire property, real or personal, or any interest therein; 

(c) Cooperate and contract with public and private agencies for the performance of 
such acts, the rendition of such services, and the affording of such facilities as may 
be necessary and proper; 

(d) Do such other acts and things as may be necessary and incidental to the 
exercise of powers and the discharge of duties conferred or imposed by the 

provisions of this chapter. 
(Added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454.) 

8647. 
   

(a) Whenever the federal government or any agency or officer thereof shall offer to 
the state, or through the state to any political subdivision thereof, services, 
equipment, supplies, materials, or funds by way of gift, grant, or loan, for purposes 

of the mitigation of the effects of an emergency, the state, acting through the 
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Governor, or such political subdivision, acting with the consent of the Governor and 
through its chief executive or governing body, may accept such offer. 

(b) Whenever any person, firm, or corporation shall offer to the state or to any 
political subdivision thereof, services, equipment, supplies, materials, or funds by 

way of gift, grant, or loan, for purposes of the mitigation of the effects of an 
emergency, the state, acting through the Governor, or such political subdivision, 
acting through its chief executive or governing body, may accept such offer. 

(c) Upon acceptance, the Governor of the state or the chief executive or governing 
body of such political subdivision may authorize any officer of the state or of the 

political subdivision, as the case may be, to receive such services, equipment, 
supplies, materials, or funds on behalf of the state or such political subdivision, 
subject to the terms of the offer and subject to the rules and regulations, if any, of 

a federal agency making such offer. 
(Added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454.) 

8648. 
   

The Governor may reimburse any state agency for funds expended in the 
performance of any and all activities as set forth in Section 8628 in accordance with 

orders and regulations promulgated as prescribed in Section 8567. Such 
reimbursement shall be subject to the provisions of Section 8649. 
(Added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454.) 

8649. 
   
Subject to the approval of the Department of Finance, any state agency may use its 
personnel, property, equipment, and appropriations for carrying out the purposes of 

this chapter, and in that connection may loan personnel to the Office of Emergency 
Services. The Department of Finance shall determine whether reimbursement shall 

be made to any state agency for expenditures heretofore or hereafter made or 
incurred for those purposes from any appropriation available for the Office of 
Emergency Services, except that as to any expenditure made or incurred by any 

state agency the funds of which are subject to constitutional restriction that would 
prohibit their use for those purposes, that reimbursement shall be provided and the 

original expenditure shall be considered a temporary loan to the General Fund. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 177. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

8650. 
   
Any funds received by state agencies as reimbursement for services or supplies 

furnished under the authority of this chapter shall be deposited to the credit of the 
appropriation or appropriations from which the expenditures were made. 
(Added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454.) 

8651. 
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The Director of Emergency Services may procure from the federal government or 

any of its agencies such surplus equipment, apparatus, supplies, and storage 
facilities therefor as may be necessary to accomplish the purposes of this chapter. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 178. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

8652. 
   

Before payment may be made by the state to any person in reimbursement for 
taking or damaging private property necessarily utilized by the Governor in carrying 

out his or her responsibilities under this chapter during a state of war emergency or 
state of emergency, or for services rendered at the instance of the Governor under 

those conditions, the person shall present a claim to the Department of General 
Services in accordance with the provisions of the Government Code governing the 
presentation of claims against the state for the taking or damaging of private 

property for public use, which provisions shall govern the presentment, allowance, 
or rejection of the claims and the conditions upon which suit may be brought 

against the state. Payment for property or services shall be made from any funds 
appropriated by the state for that purpose. 
(Amended by Stats. 2016, Ch. 31, Sec. 63. (SB 836) Effective June 27, 2016.) 

8653. 
   
In the event that the Governor, during a state of war emergency or a state of 
emergency and in the exercise of the emergency powers vested in him, shall order 

the officers, employees, or agencies of any county, city and county, city, or district 
to perform duties outside of the territorial limits of their respective agencies, any 

services performed or expenditures made in connection therewith by any such 
agency shall be deemed conclusively to be for the direct protection and benefit of 
the inhabitants and property of such agency. During a state of war emergency or a 

state of emergency in the event that any equipment owned, leased, or operated by 
any county, city and county, city, or district, is damaged or destroyed while being 

used outside of the territorial limits of the public agency owning such equipment, 
the public agency suffering loss shall be entitled to file a claim for the amount 
thereof against the State of California in the manner provided in Section 8652. 

Such agency shall have no claim against the state for services of such personnel or 
for the rental, use, or ordinary wear and tear of such equipment, except such 

extraordinary services incurred by local governmental agencies in executing mutual 
aid agreements. 
(Added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454.) 

8654. 
   

javascript:submitCodesValues('8652.','3.1.21.32','2016','31','63',%20'id_0a8bcec4-3eeb-11e6-976a-ea9f0138f43d')
javascript:submitCodesValues('8653.','3.1.21.32','1970','1454','',%20'id_9823d3fe-291f-11d9-878a-d40868cd9c22')
javascript:submitCodesValues('8654.','3.1.21.32','2005','158','3.1',%20'id_9a49de64-678e-11da-ba5f-82a1c23fd291')


96 

(a) Whenever the Governor has proclaimed a state of emergency and the President 
has declared an emergency or a major disaster to exist in this state, the Governor 

may do any of the following: 
(1) Enter into purchases, leases, or other arrangements with any agency of the 

United States for temporary housing units to be occupied by disaster victims and 
make those units available to any political subdivision for that purpose. 
(2) Assist any political subdivision within which temporary housing for disaster 

victims is proposed to be located to acquire sites necessary for that temporary 
housing and to do all things required to prepare those sites to receive and utilize 

temporary housing units by advancing or lending any funds available to the 
Governor from any appropriation made by the Legislature or from any other source, 
by transmitting any funds made available by any public or private agency, or by 

acting in cooperation with the political subdivision for the execution and 
performance of any project for temporary housing for disaster victims, and for 

those purposes to pledge the credit of the state on terms as the Governor declares 
necessary under the circumstances, having due regard for current financial 
obligations of the state. 

(3) Under regulations as the Governor shall make, temporarily suspend or modify 
for not to exceed 60 days any public health, safety, zoning, or intrastate 

transportation law, ordinance, or regulation when by proclamation he or she 
declares the suspension or modification essential to provide temporary housing for 

disaster victims. 
(4) Upon his or her determination that financial assistance is essential to meet 
disaster-related necessary expenses or serious needs of individuals or households 

adversely affected by a Presidential declaration of a major disaster or emergency 
that cannot be otherwise adequately met from other means of assistance, accept 

assistance in the form of grants by the federal government to fund that financial 
assistance, subject to those terms and conditions as may be imposed upon the 
grant. 

(5) Enter into an agreement with the federal government, or any officer or agency 
thereof, pledging the state to participate in the funding of any grant accepted 

pursuant to paragraph (1), in an amount not to exceed 25 percent thereof, and, if 
state funds are not otherwise available to the Governor, accept an advance of the 
state share from the federal government to be repaid when the state is able to do 

so. 
(6) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, make financial grants available to 

meet disaster-related necessary expenses or serious needs of individuals or 
households adversely affected by a Presidential declaration of a major disaster or 
emergency in accordance with the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency 

Assistance Act and Sections 13600 and 13601 of the Welfare and Institutions Code. 
(b) Whenever the President at the request of the Governor declares a major 

disaster to exist in this state, the Governor may do any of the following: 
(1) Upon his or her determination that a local government will suffer a substantial 
loss of tax and other revenues from a major disaster and has demonstrated a need 

for financial assistance to perform its governmental functions, apply to the federal 
government, on behalf of the local government, for a loan, and receive and 

disburse the proceeds of that loan to the local government. 
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(2) Determine the amount needed by a local government to restore or resume its 
governmental functions, and certify that amount to the federal government. 

However, that amount shall not exceed 25 percent of the annual operating budget 
of the local government for the fiscal year in which the major disaster has occurred. 

(3) Recommend to the federal government, after reviewing the matter, the 
cancellation of all or any part of a loan made pursuant to paragraph (2) when 
during the period of three full fiscal years immediately following the major disaster, 

the revenues of the local government are insufficient to meet its operating 
expenses, including disaster-related expenses incurred by the local government. 

(c) The Governor shall make those regulations as are necessary in carrying out the 
purposes of paragraphs (4), (5), and (6) of subdivision (a), including, but not 
limited to: standards of eligibility for persons applying for benefits; procedures for 

application and administration; methods of investigation, processing, and approving 
applications; formation of local or statewide review boards to pass upon 

applications; and procedures for appeals. 
(d) Any political subdivision is expressly authorized to acquire, temporarily or 
permanently, by purchase, lease, or otherwise, sites required for installation of 

temporary housing units for disaster victims, and to enter into whatever 
arrangements (including purchase of temporary housing units and payment of 

transportation charges) are necessary to prepare or equip the sites to utilize the 
housing units. 

(e) Any person who fraudulently makes any misstatement of fact in connection with 
an application for financial assistance under this section shall, upon conviction of 
each offense, be guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not more than five 

thousand dollars ($5,000), or imprisonment for not more than one year, or both. 
(f) The terms “major disaster,” “emergency,” and “temporary housing,” as used in 

this section, shall have the same meaning as those terms are defined or used in the 
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (P.L. 93-288, as 
amended by P.L. 100-707). It is the intent of the Legislature in enacting this section 

that it shall be liberally construed to effectuate the purposes of that federal act. 
(Amended by Stats. 2005, Ch. 158, Sec. 3.1. Effective January 1, 2006.) 

8654.1. 
   

(a) The Legislature finds and declares that financial assistance is essential to meet 
disaster-related necessary expenses of the state and local governments and the 

serious needs of individuals or families affected by the Northridge earthquake which 
occurred January 17, 1994. The Legislature further finds and declares that the 
federal government will advance to the state, and will authorize local entities to 

advance from specified federal funds made available to them, the nonfederal share 
of the costs of this financial assistance. 

(b) In order to implement the advance of the nonfederal share from federal funds, 
in accordance with subdivision (a), the Director of Finance may enter into 
agreements for the acceptance of these advances, subject to the following: 

(1) Funds may be obtained directly from agencies of the federal government or 
from funds provided to local agencies by the federal government. 
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(2) Advances may be accepted beginning in the 1994–95 fiscal year, and in no 
event later than the 1997–98 fiscal year. 

(3) The cumulative amount of advances accepted shall not exceed three hundred 
million dollars ($300,000,000), unless additional amounts are authorized subject to 

the 30-day notification of the Joint Legislative Budget Committee under Section 28 
of the 1994 Budget Act and any substantially similar provision of subsequent 
budget acts. The state shall accept as advances only so much as may be needed to 

pay the expenses incurred herein and as may be repaid, consistent with this 
section, in a short period of time, having due regard for the current financial 

obligations of the state. 
(4) Funds received by the state shall be deposited in the Special Deposit Fund, 
subject to Article 2 (commencing with Section 16370) of Chapter 2 of Part 2 of 

Division 4, and may be expended, allocated, or transferred, upon order of the 
Department of Finance, only to meet the nonfederal share of disaster assistance 

costs incurred by state or local agencies as a result of the Northridge earthquake. 
(5) Funds received under this section, together with interest at a rate agreed upon 
by the state and federal or local agencies involved, shall be repaid, upon order of 

the Director of Finance, to the federal government or advancing local agency, from 
the General Fund as soon as the state is able to do so, but in no event shall any 

advance remain outstanding after July 31, 1997. The state shall repay no less than 
one-third of the funds advanced in each of the 1995–96, 1996–97 and 1997–98 

fiscal years. 
(Amended by Stats. 2001, Ch. 745, Sec. 73. Effective October 12, 2001.) 

ARTICLE 16.5. California Wildfire Mitigation Financial Assistance Program [8654.2 - 
8654.10] 

  ( Article 16.5 added by Stats. 2019, Ch. 391, Sec. 4. ) 
 
8654.2. 
   

The Legislature finds and declares the following: 
(a) Catastrophic threats exist to lives, property, and resources in California 

including wildfire. Climate change, an epidemic of dead and dying trees, and the 
proliferation of new homes in the wildland urban interface magnify this threat and 
place substantially more people and property at risk than in preceding decades. 

More than 25 million acres of California wildlands are classified as under very high 
or extreme fire threat, extending that risk to over one-half the state. 

(b) Certain populations in our state are particularly vulnerable to wildfire threats. 
These Californians live in communities that face near-term public safety threats 
given their location. Some residents in these areas are made further vulnerable due 

to factors such as age and lack of mobility. The tragic loss of life and property in 
the Town of Paradise during the 2018 Camp Fire demonstrates such vulnerability. 

(c) While California has stringent building standards for new construction and 
requirements for the maintenance of defensible space in wildfire hazard areas, 
California must develop statewide options to encourage cost-effective structure 

hardening to create fire resistant homes, businesses, and public buildings within 
wildfire hazard areas and with a focus on vulnerable communities. 
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(d) It is the intent of the Legislature to offer financial assistance through a 
statewide program to communities for all-hazards in support of a comprehensive 

mitigation strategy and reduce or eliminate potential risks and impacts of disasters 
in order to promote faster recovery after disasters and, overall, a more resilient 

state. 
(e) It is further the intent of the Legislature to develop a comprehensive financial 
assistance program to help property owners, whole communities and local 

governments retrofit existing housing, commercial, and public properties in wildfire 
hazard areas to a cost-effective standard that provides comprehensive risk 

reduction to protect structures from fires spreading from adjacent structures or 
vegetation, and to prevent vegetation from spreading fires to adjacent structures. 
(Added by Stats. 2019, Ch. 391, Sec. 4. (AB 38) Effective January 1, 2020. Conditionally operative as 
prescribed by Section 8654.10. Repealed as of July 1, 2025, pursuant to Section 8654.10.) 

8654.3. 
   

For purposes of this section: 
(a) “Joint powers authority” means the agency or entity designated or created 

pursuant to a joint powers agreement between the Office of Emergency Services 
and the Department of Forestry and Fire Protection, entered into pursuant to 
Section 8654.4, to implement this article. 

(b) “Structure hardening” means the installation, replacement, or retrofitting of 
building materials, systems, or assemblies used in the exterior design and 

construction of existing nonconforming structures with features that are in 
compliance with Chapter 7A (commencing with Section 701A.1) of Title 24 of the 
California Code of Regulations, or any appropriate successor regulatory code with 

the primary purpose of reducing risk to structures from wildfire or conforming to 
the low-cost retrofit list, and updates to that list developed pursuant to paragraph 

(1) of subdivision (c) of Section 51189. 
(Added by Stats. 2019, Ch. 391, Sec. 4. (AB 38) Effective January 1, 2020. Conditionally operative as 
prescribed by Section 8654.10. Repealed as of July 1, 2025, pursuant to Section 8654.10.) 

8654.4. 
   
The Office of Emergency Services shall enter into a joint powers agreement, in 

accordance with the Joint Exercise of Powers Act (Chapter 5 (commencing with 
Section 6500) of Division 7 of Title 1) and this article, with the Department of 
Forestry and Fire Protection to develop and administer a comprehensive wildfire 

mitigation program to do both of the following: 
(a) Encourage cost-effective structure hardening and retrofitting that creates fire-

resistant homes, businesses, and public buildings. 
(b) Facilitate vegetation management, the creation and maintenance of defensible 

space, and other fuel modification activities that provide neighborhood or 
communitywide benefits against wildfire. 
(Added by Stats. 2019, Ch. 391, Sec. 4. (AB 38) Effective January 1, 2020. Conditionally operative as 
prescribed by Section 8654.10. Repealed as of July 1, 2025, pursuant to Section 8654.10.) 
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8654.5. 
   

(a) The State Fire Marshal, in consultation with the Director of Forestry and Fire 
Protection and the Director of Housing and Community Development, shall, 

consistent with Section 8654.2, identify building retrofits and structure hardening 
measures eligible for financial assistance under the wildfire mitigation program that 
are both cost-effective and provide for appropriate site or structure fire risk 

reduction. 
(b) The Department of Forestry and Fire Protection shall identify defensible space, 

vegetation management, and fuel modification activities eligible for financial 
assistance under the wildfire mitigation program that are both cost-effective and 

reduce the risk of wildfire for entire neighborhoods and communities. 
(Added by Stats. 2019, Ch. 391, Sec. 4. (AB 38) Effective January 1, 2020. Conditionally operative as 
prescribed by Section 8654.10. Repealed as of July 1, 2025, pursuant to Section 8654.10.) 

8654.6. 
   
Designated wildfire hazard areas eligible for financial assistance under the wildfire 

mitigation program shall include all of the following: 
(a) Local responsibility areas located within a very high fire hazard severity zone, as 
designated pursuant to subdivisions (a) and (b) of Section 51179. 

(b) State responsibility areas located within any fire hazard severity zone, as 
indicated on maps adopted by the Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 

pursuant to Section 4202 of the Public Resources Code. 
(c) Any other lands designated by the joint powers authority as consistent with the 
purposes of this article. 
(Added by Stats. 2019, Ch. 391, Sec. 4. (AB 38) Effective January 1, 2020. Conditionally operative as 
prescribed by Section 8654.10. Repealed as of July 1, 2025, pursuant to Section 8654.10.) 

8654.7. 
   
(a) The joint powers authority may accept any federal funds granted, by act of 

Congress or by executive order, for all or any of the purposes of this chapter. 
(b) The joint powers authority shall develop criteria and a scoring methodology to 
prioritize financial assistance provided under the wildfire mitigation program to 

areas and communities based upon criteria that include, but are not limited to, all 
of the following: 

(1) Area and community vulnerability to wildfire. 
(2) The impact of future climate risk factors on area and community wildfire 
vulnerability assessments. 

(3) Factors that lead some populations to experience a greater risk to wildfire, 
adverse health outcomes, or an inhibited ability to respond to a wildfire, including 

socioeconomic characteristics of the areas or communities that would be protected 
by financial assistance. For purposes of this paragraph “relevant socioeconomic 
characteristics” may include, among other things, data on poverty levels, residents 

with disabilities, language barriers, residents over 65 or under 5 years of age, and 
households without a car. 
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(c) Subdivision (b) shall apply to all financial assistance provided under the wildfire 
mitigation program unless the joint powers authority determines that all, or a 

portion of, subdivision (b) should not apply to an award of federal funds on the 
basis of terms and conditions imposed by the federal government on that award of 

federal funds. 
(Added by Stats. 2019, Ch. 391, Sec. 4. (AB 38) Effective January 1, 2020. Conditionally operative as 
prescribed by Section 8654.10. Repealed as of July 1, 2025, pursuant to Section 8654.10.) 

8654.8. 
   
(a) The joint powers authority shall develop eligibility criteria for property owners, 

community organizations, and local governments who may receive financial 
assistance under the wildfire mitigation program in accordance with this article. 

(b) The joint powers authority may also establish financial assistance limits and 
matching funding or other recipient contribution requirements, as necessary, to 
ensure the viability and efficient operation of the wildfire mitigation program and to 

maximize the program’s impact on reducing wildfire risk in California. 
(Added by Stats. 2019, Ch. 391, Sec. 4. (AB 38) Effective January 1, 2020. Conditionally operative as 
prescribed by Section 8654.10. Repealed as of July 1, 2025, pursuant to Section 8654.10.) 

8654.9. 
   
(a) The joint powers authority may enter into cooperative agreements with any of 

the following eligible entities to perform those functions eligible for financial 
assistance under the wildfire mitigation program in lieu of, or in addition to, an 

award of financial assistance. 
(1) The California Conservation Corps. 
(2) University of California fire advisors. 

(3) Regional conservation corps. 
(4) Resource conservation districts. 

(5) Fire safe councils. 
(6) Fire protection districts. 
(7) State conservancies. 

(8) Cities. 
(9) Counties. 

(10) Any other qualified state and local agencies. 
(b) The Department of Forestry and Fire Protection may specify the required 
training, experience, or other qualifications necessary before a person may perform 

those functions eligible for financial assistance under the wildfire mitigation 
program pursuant to a cooperative agreement. 
(Added by Stats. 2019, Ch. 391, Sec. 4. (AB 38) Effective January 1, 2020. Conditionally operative as 
prescribed by Section 8654.10. Repealed as of July 1, 2025, pursuant to Section 8654.10.) 

8654.10. 
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(a) The operation of this article is contingent upon an appropriation by the 
Legislature in the annual Budget Act or another statute for purposes of this article. 

(b) No later than July 1, 2024, the joint powers authority shall submit a report to 
the Legislature, in compliance with Section 9795, regarding the implementation of 

the wildfire mitigation financial assistance program administered pursuant to this 
chapter. The report shall include, but is not limited to, all of the following: 
(1) An evaluation of the cost-effectiveness of the wildfire mitigation program 

compared to other structure hardening, defensible space, vegetation management, 
and fuel reduction incentive programs. 

(2) An evaluation of the overall wildfire risk reduction achieved statewide through 
awards of financial assistance under the wildfire mitigation program. 
(3) Detailed information about the quantity, monetary value, geographic 

distribution, and categories of awards of financial assistance made under the 
wildfire mitigation program. 

(4) Detailed information about the sources and amounts of funds appropriated or 
granted to the wildfire mitigation program. 
(5) Detailed information about barriers encountered to completing work awarded 

financial assistance under the wildfire mitigation program, including state, regional, 
or local permitting requirements. 

(6) Any other information the office determines is necessary or convenient to 
evaluate the financial assistance awarded under the program. 

(c) This article shall remain in effect only until July 1, 2025, and as of that date is 
repealed. 
(Added by Stats. 2019, Ch. 391, Sec. 4. (AB 38) Effective January 1, 2020. Repealed as of July 1, 2025, by its 
own provisions. Note: Repeal affects Article 16.5, commencing with Section 8654.2.) 

ARTICLE 17. Privileges and Immunities [8655 - 8660] 

  ( Article 17 added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454. ) 
 
8655. 
   

The state or its political subdivisions shall not be liable for any claim based upon the 
exercise or performance, or the failure to exercise or perform, a discretionary 
function or duty on the part of a state or local agency or any employee of the state 

or its political subdivisions in carrying out the provisions of this chapter. 
(Added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454.) 

8655.5. 
   

(a) As used in this section, the following terms have the following meanings: 
(1) “Community warning program” means any broadcast or notification program 

conducted by or at the direction of a public agency of a county of the ninth class 
that is intended to facilitate the agency’s ability to warn residents of an actual or a 
threatened hazardous materials release or other emergency or natural disaster, and 

to coordinate the dissemination of information through various media and other 
warning devices of any nature, including, but not limited to, sirens, television, 

radio, 911 service, and public address systems. 
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(2) “Community warning system” means any combination of equipment, hardware, 
and software used in a community warning program by a county of the ninth class. 

(3) “Donor organization” means a California nonprofit public benefit corporation, 
and its officers, directors, employees, members, and contributors, that has donated 

in whole or in part a community warning system to a county of the ninth class. 
(b) A donor organization is immune from suit and claims of liability for any injury 
arising out of the design, development, installation, maintenance, operation, and 

use of a community warning program or community warning system. This section 
shall be cumulative with, and does not affect in any way, any immunity from suit 

and claims of liability, privileges, defenses, or exemptions otherwise enjoyed by any 
person or entity. This immunity shall not apply to the management, operation, or 
maintenance of a community warning system by a donor organization after a donor 

organization donates a community warning system to a county of the ninth class, 
but shall apply to (1) the installation by a donor organization of alert receiver 

equipment and initiation box equipment, or (2) the operation or maintenance, or 
both, by a donor organization of stationary terminal equipment and related 
initiation box equipment, and alert receiver equipment, or both (1) and (2), for 

communications and operations, provided that the installation, operation, or 
maintenance, or all of these, by the donor organization is undertaken without 

compensation, and in accordance with the direction of, or under contract with, a 
county of the ninth class, whether before or after the donation. 

(c) (1) Except as expressly provided in subdivision (b), this section does not negate 
or impair any duty or cause of action, whether civil or criminal, against a donor 
organization. 

(2) Without limiting the generality of paragraph (1), this section is not intended to, 
nor shall it be construed to, (A) relieve the manufacturer, designer, developer, 

installer, or supplier of equipment or software for a community warning system 
from any obligation or liability under any applicable statute or rule of law, or (B) 
relieve any donor organization from any liability for the intentional wrongful use of 

a community warning system or any part thereof. 
(3) Notwithstanding any other provision of this section or of any law relating to 

indemnity, joint and several liability, or several liability, no claim for contribution or 
indemnity arises against a donor organization based on the design, development, 
installation, maintenance, operation, or use of a community warning system for 

which the donor organization is otherwise immune under the section. 
(4) Notwithstanding any other provision of this section or of any law relating to 

indemnity, joint and several liability, or several liability, no person who is otherwise 
liable for damages shall be entitled to seek or assert any allocation of any 
percentage of fault or liability for the purpose of the reduction of damages for 

personal injury, property damage, or wrongful death, based on the participation of 
a donor organization or a county of the ninth class or its officials or employees in 

the design, development, installation, maintenance, operation, or use of a 
community warning system. 
(Amended by Stats. 1999, Ch. 239, Sec. 1. Effective January 1, 2000.) 

8656. 
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All of the privileges and immunities from liability; exemptions from laws, 
ordinances, and rules; all pension, relief, disability, workers’ compensation, and 

other benefits which apply to the activity of officers, agents, or employees of any 
political subdivision when performing their respective functions within the territorial 

limits of their respective political subdivisions, shall apply to them to the same 
degree and extent while engaged in the performance of any of their functions and 
duties extraterritorially under this chapter. 
(Amended by Stats. 1982, Ch. 454, Sec. 39.) 

8657. 
   
(a) Volunteers duly enrolled or registered with the Office of Emergency Services or 

any disaster council of any political subdivision, or unregistered persons duly 
impressed into service during a state of war emergency, a state of emergency, or a 

local emergency, in carrying out, complying with, or attempting to comply with, any 
order or regulation issued or promulgated pursuant to the provisions of this chapter 
or any local ordinance, or performing any of their authorized functions or duties or 

training for the performance of their authorized functions or duties, shall have the 
same degree of responsibility for their actions and enjoy the same immunities as 

officers and employees of the state and its political subdivisions performing similar 
work for their respective entities. 
(b) No political subdivision or other public agency under any circumstances, nor the 

officers, employees, agents, or duly enrolled or registered volunteers thereof, or 
unregistered persons duly impressed into service during a state of war emergency, 

a state of emergency, or a local emergency, acting within the scope of their official 
duties under this chapter or any local ordinance shall be liable for personal injury or 
property damage sustained by any duly enrolled or registered volunteer engaged in 

or training for emergency preparedness or relief activity, or by any unregistered 
person duly impressed into service during a state of war emergency, a state of 

emergency, or a local emergency and engaged in such service. The foregoing shall 
not affect the right of any such person to receive benefits or compensation which 

may be specifically provided by the provisions of any federal or state statute nor 
shall it affect the right of any person to recover under the terms of any policy of 
insurance. 

(c) The California Earthquake Prediction Evaluation Council, an advisory committee 
established pursuant to Section 8590 of this chapter, may advise the Governor of 

the existence of an earthquake or volcanic prediction having scientific validity. In its 
review, hearings, deliberations, or other validation procedures, members of the 
council, jointly and severally, shall have the same degree of responsibility for their 

actions and enjoy the same immunities as officers and employees of the state and 
its political subdivisions engaged in similar work in their respective entities. Any 

person making a presentation to the council as part of the council’s validation 
process, including presentation of a prediction for validation, shall be deemed a 
member of the council until the council has found the prediction to have or not have 

scientific validity. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 179. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 
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8657.5. 
   

(a) (1) A private business included on the statewide registry pursuant to Section 
8588.2 that voluntarily and without expectation and receipt of compensation 

donates services, goods, labor, equipment, resources, or dispensaries or other 
facilities, in compliance with Section 8588.2, during a declared state of war, state of 
emergency, or state of local emergency shall not be civilly liable for a death, injury, 

illness, or other damage to a person or property caused by the private business’s 
donation of services, goods, labor, equipment, resources, or dispensaries or other 

facilities. 
(2) A private business included on the statewide registry that voluntarily and 

without expectation and receipt of compensation donates services, goods, labor, 
equipment, resources, or dispensaries or other facilities, in compliance with Section 
8588.2, during an emergency medical services training program conducted by the 

Office of Emergency Services and a city, a county, or a city and county shall not be 
civilly liable for damages alleged to have resulted from those training programs, as 

described in Section 1799.100 of the Health and Safety Code. 
(b) (1) A nonprofit organization included on the statewide registry pursuant to 
Section 8588.2 that voluntarily and without expectation and receipt of 

compensation from victims of emergencies and disasters donates services, goods, 
labor, equipment, resources, or dispensaries or other facilities, in compliance with 

Section 8588.2, during a declared state of war, state of emergency, or state of local 
emergency shall not be civilly liable for a death, injury, illness, or other damage to 
a person or property caused by the nonprofit organization’s donation of services, 

goods, labor, equipment, resources, or dispensaries or other facilities. 
(2) A nonprofit organization included on the statewide registry that voluntarily and 

without expectation and receipt of compensation donates services, goods, labor, 
equipment, resources, or dispensaries or other facilities, in compliance with Section 
8588.2, during an emergency medical services training program conducted by the 

Office of Emergency Services and a city, a county, or a city and county, shall not be 
civilly liable for damages alleged to have resulted from those training programs, as 

described in Section 1799.100 of the Health and Safety Code. 
(c) A private business or nonprofit organization that discriminates against a victim 
of an emergency or disaster based on a protected classification under federal or 

state law shall not be entitled to the protections in subdivision (a) or (b). 
(d) This section shall not relieve a private business or nonprofit organization from 

liability caused by its grossly negligent act or omission, or willful or wanton 
misconduct. 
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 352, Sec. 180. (AB 1317) Effective September 26, 2013. Operative July 1, 2013, 
by Sec. 543 of Ch. 352.) 

8658. 
   

In any case in which an emergency endangering the lives of inmates of a state, 
county, or city penal or correctional institution has occurred or is imminent, the 

person in charge of the institution may remove the inmates from the institution. He 
shall, if possible, remove them to a safe and convenient place and there confine 
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them as long as may be necessary to avoid the danger, or, if that is not possible, 
may release them. Such person shall not be held liable, civilly or criminally, for acts 

performed pursuant to this section. 
(Added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454.) 

8659. 
   

(a) Any physician or surgeon (whether licensed in this state or any other state), 
hospital, pharmacist, respiratory care practitioner, nurse, or dentist who renders 

services during any state of war emergency, a state of emergency, or a local 
emergency at the express or implied request of any responsible state or local 
official or agency shall have no liability for any injury sustained by any person by 

reason of those services, regardless of how or under what circumstances or by what 
cause those injuries are sustained; provided, however, that the immunity herein 

granted shall not apply in the event of a willful act or omission. 
(b) Any veterinarian or registered veterinary technician who renders services during 
any state of war emergency, a state of emergency, or a local emergency at the 

express or implied request of any responsible state or local official or agency shall 
have no liability for any injury sustained by any animal by reason of those services, 

regardless of how or under what circumstances or by what cause those injuries are 
sustained; provided, however, that the immunity herein granted shall not apply in 
the event of a willful act or omission. 
(Amended by Stats. 2010, Ch. 538, Sec. 21. (AB 1980) Effective January 1, 2011.) 

8660. 
   
No other state or its officers or employees rendering aid in this state pursuant to 

any interstate arrangement, agreement, or compact shall be liable on account of 
any act or omission in good faith on the part of such state or its officers or 

employees while so engaged, or on account of the maintenance or use of any 
equipment or supplies in connection with an emergency. 
(Added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454.) 

ARTICLE 18. Political Activity [8661- 8661.] 

  ( Article 18 added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454. ) 
 
8661. 
   
No organization established under the authority of this chapter shall participate in 
any form of political activity nor shall it be employed directly or indirectly for 

political purposes. 
(Added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454.) 

 

ARTICLE 19. Penalties and Severability [8665 - 8666] 
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  ( Article 19 added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454. ) 
 
8665. 
   
Any person who violates any of the provisions of this chapter or who refuses or 

willfully neglects to obey any lawful order or regulation promulgated or issued as 
provided in this chapter, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction 

thereof, shall be punishable by a fine of not to exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000) or by imprisonment for not to exceed six months or by both such fine and 
imprisonment. 
(Amended by Stats. 1983, Ch. 1092, Sec. 131. Effective September 27, 1983. Operative January 1, 1984, by Sec. 
427 of Ch. 1092.) 

8666. 
   
If any section, subdivision, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase in this chapter, 
or the application thereof to any person or circumstances, is for any reason held 

invalid, the validity of the remainder of the chapter, or the application of such 
provision to other persons or circumstances, shall not be affected thereby. The 

Legislature hereby declares that it would have passed this chapter and each 
section, subdivision, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase thereof, irrespective of 

the fact that one or more sections, subdivisions, subsections, sentences, clauses, or 
phrases, or the application thereof to any person or circumstance, be held invalid. 
(Added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454.) 

ARTICLE 20. Effect Upon Existing Matters [8668- 8668.] 

  ( Article 20 added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1454. ) 
 
8668. 
   

(a) Any disaster council previously accredited, the State Civil Defense and Disaster 
Plan, the State Emergency Resources Management Plan, the State Fire Disaster 

Plan, the State Law Enforcement Mutual Aid Plan, all previously approved civil 
defense and disaster plans, all mutual aid agreements, and all other documents and 
agreements existing as of the effective date of this chapter, shall remain in full 

force and effect until revised, amended, or revoked in accordance with the 
provisions of this chapter. 

(b) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to diminish or remove any authority 
of any city, county, or city and county granted by Section 7 of Article XI of the 
California Constitution. 
(Amended by Stats. 1975, Ch. 678.) 

ARTICLE 21. California Firefighter Peer Support and Crisis Referral Services Act [8669.05 
- 8669.30] 

  ( Article 21 added by Stats. 2019, Ch. 388, Sec. 2. ) 
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8669.05. 
   

This article shall be known, and may be cited, as the California Firefighter Peer 
Support and Crisis Referral Services Act. 
(Added by Stats. 2019, Ch. 388, Sec. 2. (AB 1116) Effective January 1, 2020.) 

8669.10. 
   
(a) The state or any local or regional public fire agency may establish a Peer 

Support and Crisis Referral Program. The program shall be responsible for providing 
an agencywide network of peer representatives, reflective of the agency’s 
workforce both in job positions and personal experiences, who are available to 

come to the aid of their fellow employees on a broad range of emotional or 
professional issues. 

(b) The Peer Support and Crisis Referral Program may provide employee support 
and referral services for matters such as, but not limited to, any of the following: 
(1) Substance use and substance abuse. 

(2) Critical incident stress. 
(3) Family issues. 

(4) Grief support. 
(5) Legal issues. 

(6) Line of duty deaths. 
(7) Serious injury or illness. 
(8) Suicide. 

(9) Victims of crime. 
(10) Workplace issues. 

(c) A public fire agency may augment its Peer Support and Crisis Referral Program 
with program policies that are consistent with this act. 
(Added by Stats. 2019, Ch. 388, Sec. 2. (AB 1116) Effective January 1, 2020.) 

8669.15. 
   
For purposes of this article, the following terms have the following meanings: 
(a) “Confidential communication” means any information, including, but not limited 

to, written or oral communication, transmitted between an emergency service 
personnel, a peer support team member, or a crisis hotline or crisis referral service 

staff member while the peer support team member provides peer support services 
or the crisis hotline or crisis referral service staff member provides crisis services, 
and in confidence by a means that, as far as the emergency service personnel is 

aware, does not disclose the information to third persons other than those who are 
present to further the interests of the emergency service personnel or those to 

whom disclosures are reasonably necessary for the transmission of the information 
or an accomplishment of the purposes for which the peer support team member is 
providing services. 

(b) “Crisis referral services” include all public or private organizations that provide 
consultation and treatment resources for personal problems, including mental 

health issues, chemical dependency, domestic violence, gambling, financial 

javascript:submitCodesValues('8669.05.','3.1.21.38','2019','388','2',%20'id_fc2f4840-1c5b-11ea-b366-4d5a39f643ad')
javascript:submitCodesValues('8669.10.','3.1.21.38','2019','388','2',%20'id_fc2f4842-1c5b-11ea-b366-4d5a39f643ad')
javascript:submitCodesValues('8669.15.','3.1.21.38','2019','388','2',%20'id_fc2f6f54-1c5b-11ea-b366-4d5a39f643ad')


109 

problems, and other personal crises. Neither crisis referral services nor crisis 
hotlines include services provided by an employee association, labor relations 

representative or labor relations organization, or any entity owned or operated by 
an employee association, labor relations representative, or labor relations 

organization. 
(c) “Critical incident” means an event or situation that involves crisis, disaster, 
trauma, or emergency. 

(d) “Critical incident stress” means the acute or cumulative psychological stress or 
trauma that emergency service personnel may experience in providing emergency 

services in response to a critical incident. The stress or trauma is an unusually 
strong emotional, cognitive, behavioral, or physical reaction that may interfere with 
normal functioning and could lead to post-traumatic stress and other injuries, 

including, but not limited to, the following: 
(1) Physical and emotional illness. 

(2) Failure of usual coping mechanisms. 
(3) Loss of interest in the job or normal life activities. 
(4) Personality changes. 

(5) Loss of ability to function. 
(6) Psychological disruption of personal life, including the person’s relationship with 

a spouse, child, or friend. 
(e) “Emergency service personnel” means an employee of the state, local, or 

regional public fire agency who provides emergency response services, including a 
firefighter, paramedic, emergency medical technician, dispatcher, emergency 
response communication employee, rescue service personnel, emergency manager, 

or any other employee of a state, local, or regional public fire agency. 
(f) “Peer support services” means authorized peer support services provided by a 

peer support team member to emergency service personnel and their immediate 
families affected by a critical incident or the cumulative effect of witnessing multiple 
critical incidents. Peer support services assist those affected by a critical incident in 

coping with critical incident stress and mitigating reactions to critical incident 
stress, including reducing the risk of post-traumatic stress and other injuries. Peer 

support services may include any of the following: 
(1) Precrisis education. 
(2) Critical incident stress defusings. 

(3) Critical incident stress debriefings. 
(4) On-scene support services. 

(5) One-on-one support services. 
(6) Consultation. 
(7) Referral services. 

(8) Confidentiality obligations. 
(9) The impact of toxic stress on health and well-being. 

(10) Grief support. 
(11) Substance abuse awareness and approaches. 
(12) Active listening skills. 

(g) “Peer support program” means a program administered by the state, local, or 
regional public fire agency to deliver peer support services to emergency service 

personnel consistent with this article and implemented through a labor 
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management agreement negotiated separate and apart from any collective 
bargaining agreement covering affected employees. 

(h) “Peer support team” means a team or teams composed of emergency service 
personnel, hospital staff, clergy, and educators who have completed a peer support 

training course developed pursuant to Section 8669.30, and who have been 
appointed to the team pursuant to program policy. 
(i) “Peer support team member” means a public fire agency employee who has 

completed an approved peer support training course or courses pursuant to Section 
8669.30. Agency selection criteria for peer support team members shall be 

incorporated into program policies. 
(Added by Stats. 2019, Ch. 388, Sec. 2. (AB 1116) Effective January 1, 2020.) 

8669.17. 
   

(a) A peer support program for local or regional public fire agencies shall be 
implemented through a labor management agreement negotiated separate and 
apart from any collective bargaining agreement covering affected employees. 

(b) Department of Forestry and Fire Protection peer support program policies that 
were in effect on July 1, 2019, shall continue as they existed on that date, and any 

prospective changes to the program policies as they were in effect on that date 
shall be subject to a meet and confer process regarding those prospective changes 
with the employee organization representing a majority of the personnel employed 

by the agency. 
(Added by Stats. 2019, Ch. 388, Sec. 2. (AB 1116) Effective January 1, 2020.) 

8669.20. 
   

(a) In any civil, administrative, or arbitration proceeding, an emergency service 
personnel, whether or not a party to an action, has a right to refuse to disclose, and 

to prevent another from disclosing, a confidential communication between the 
emergency service personnel and a peer support team member made while the 
peer support team member was providing peer support services, or a confidential 

communication made to a crisis hotline or crisis referral service. 
(b) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), a confidential communication described in 

subdivision (a) may be disclosed only under the following circumstances: 
(1) The peer support team member reasonably must make an appropriate referral 
of the emergency service personnel to, or consult about the emergency service 

personnel with, another member of the peer support team or a peer support team 
clinician associated with the peer support team. 

(2) The peer support team member reasonably believes that disclosure is necessary 
to prevent death, substantial bodily harm, or commission of a crime. 

(3) The peer support team member reasonably believes that disclosure is necessary 
pursuant to an obligation to report instances of child abuse, as required by Section 
11166 of the Penal Code, or other obligation to disclose or report as a mandated 

reporter. 
(4) The disclosure is made pursuant to a court order in a civil proceeding. 
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(5) The emergency service personnel expressly agrees in writing that the 
confidential communication may be disclosed. 

(c) If the communication is disclosed pursuant to paragraph (1), (2), (3), or (4) of 
subdivision (b), a peer support team member shall notify the emergency service 

personnel of the disclosure in writing. 
(d) The provisions of this section shall apply to the Department of Forestry and Fire 
Protection peer support program in effect as of July 1, 2019. 
(Added by Stats. 2019, Ch. 388, Sec. 2. (AB 1116) Effective January 1, 2020.) 

8669.25. 
   
(a) Except as otherwise provided in subdivision (b), an emergency service 

personnel who provides peer support services as a member of a peer support team 
and has completed a training course described in Section 8669.30 and the state, 

local, or regional public fire agency that employs them, shall not be liable for 
damages, including personal injury, wrongful death, property damage, or other loss 
related to an act, error, or omission in performing peer support services, unless the 

act, error, or omission constitutes gross negligence or intentional misconduct. 
(b) Subdivision (a) does not apply to an action for medical malpractice. 

(c) A person described in subdivision (a) shall not provide peer support services if, 
when serving in a peer support role, the individual’s relationship with a peer 
support recipient could reasonably be expected to impair objectivity, competence, 

or effectiveness in providing peer support, or otherwise risk exploitation or harm to 
a peer support recipient. 

(d) Whenever possible, a person described in subdivision (a) providing peer support 
services should not provide those services to a peer support recipient if the provider 
and recipient were both involved in the same specific traumatic incident, unless the 

incident is a large-scale incident. 
(Added by Stats. 2019, Ch. 388, Sec. 2. (AB 1116) Effective January 1, 2020.) 

8669.30. 
   

(a) In order to be eligible for the confidentiality protections afforded by this article, 
each peer support team member shall complete an approved training course or 

courses on peer support that may include, but are not limited to, the peer support 
services described in subdivision (f) of Section 8669.15. 
(b) For local or regional public fire agencies, the training shall be approved by the 

California Firefighter Joint Apprenticeship Committee. 
(c) (1) Training provided by the Department of Forestry and Fire Protection, 

through the Fire Service Training and Education Program, and utilized and approved 
by the department shall satisfy the requirements described in subdivision (a). 

(2) The department may make any training courses described in paragraph (1) 
available upon request to any local or regional public fire agency. 
(Added by Stats. 2019, Ch. 388, Sec. 2. (AB 1116) Effective January 1, 2020.) 
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ARTICLE 22. Law Enforcement Peer Support and Crisis Referral Services Program 
[8669.1 - 8669.7] 

  ( Article 22 added by Stats. 2019, Ch. 621, Sec. 1. ) 
 
8669.1. 
   
The article shall be known, and may be cited, as the Law Enforcement Peer Support 

and Crisis Referral Services Program. 
(Added by Stats. 2019, Ch. 621, Sec. 1. (AB 1117) Effective January 1, 2020.) 

8669.2. 
   

(a) A local or regional law enforcement agency may establish a peer support and 
crisis referral program. The program shall be responsible for providing an 
agencywide network of peer representatives, reflective of the agency’s workforce 

both in job positions and personal experiences, who are available to come to the aid 
of their fellow employees on a broad range of emotional or professional issues. 

(b) The peer support and crisis referral program may provide employee support and 
referral services for matters including, but not limited to, the following: 
(1) Substance use and substance abuse. 

(2) Critical incident stress. 
(3) Family issues. 

(4) Grief support. 
(5) Legal issues. 
(6) Line-of-duty deaths. 

(7) Serious injury or illness. 
(8) Suicide. 

(9) Victims of crime. 
(10) Workplace issues. 
(c) The agency’s hiring authority shall consult with an employee representative 

organization to develop and implement a program created pursuant to this section. 
(Added by Stats. 2019, Ch. 621, Sec. 1. (AB 1117) Effective January 1, 2020.) 

8669.3. 
   

For purposes of this article, the following terms have the following meanings: 
(a) “Confidential communication” means any information, including, but not limited 

to, written or oral communication, transmitted between law enforcement personnel, 
a peer support team member, or a crisis hotline or crisis referral service staff 
member while the peer support team member provides peer support services or the 

crisis hotline or crisis referral service staff member provides crisis services, and in 
confidence by a means that, as far as the law enforcement personnel is aware, does 

not disclose the information to third persons other than those who are present to 
further the interests of the law enforcement personnel in the delivery of peer 

support services or those to whom disclosures are reasonably necessary for the 
transmission of the information or an accomplishment of the purposes for which the 
peer support team member is providing services. “Confidential communication” 
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does not include a communication in which the law enforcement personnel discloses 
the commission of a crime or a communication in which the law enforcement 

personnel’s intent to defraud or deceive an investigation into a critical incident is 
revealed. 

(b) “Crisis referral services” include all public or private organizations that provide 
consultation and treatment resources for personal problems, including mental 
health issues, chemical dependency, domestic violence, gambling, financial 

problems, and other personal crises. Neither crisis referral services nor crisis 
hotlines include services provided by an employee association, labor relations 

representative, or labor relations organization, or any entity owned or operated by 
an employee association, labor relations representative, or labor relations 
organization. 

(c) “Critical incident” means an event or situation that involves crisis, disaster, 
trauma, or emergency. 

(d) “Critical incident stress” means the acute or cumulative psychological stress or 
trauma that law enforcement personnel may experience in providing emergency 
services in response to a critical incident. The stress or trauma is an unusually 

strong emotional, cognitive, behavioral, or physical reaction that may interfere with 
normal functioning and could lead to post-traumatic stress injuries, including, but 

not limited to, one or more of the following: 
(1) Physical and emotional illness. 

(2) Failure of usual coping mechanisms. 
(3) Loss of interest in the job or normal life activities. 
(4) Personality changes. 

(5) Loss of ability to function. 
(6) Psychological disruption of personal life, including their relationship with a 

spouse, child, or friend. 
(e) “Law enforcement agency” means a local or regional department or agency, or 
any political subdivision thereof, that employs a peace officer, as defined in Section 

830 of the Penal Code. 
(f) “Law enforcement personnel” means an officer or employee of a local or regional 

law enforcement agency. 
(g) “Peer support services” means authorized peer support services provided by a 
peer support team member to law enforcement personnel and their immediate 

families affected by a critical incident or the cumulative effect of witnessing multiple 
critical incidents. Peer support services assist those affected by a critical incident in 

coping with critical incident stress and mitigating reactions to critical incident 
stress. Peer support services may include one or more of the following: 
(1) Precrisis education. 

(2) Critical incident stress defusings. 
(3) Critical incident stress debriefings. 

(4) On-scene support services. 
(5) One-on-one support services. 
(6) Consultation. 

(7) Referral services. 
(8) Confidentiality obligations. 

(9) The impact of toxic stress on health and well-being. 
(10) Grief support. 
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(11) Substance abuse awareness and approaches. 
(12) Active listening skills. 

(h) “Peer support program” means a program administered by a law enforcement 
agency to deliver peer support services to law enforcement personnel. 

(i) “Peer support team” means a law enforcement agency response team composed 
of peer support team members. 
(j) “Peer support team member” means a law enforcement agency employee who 

has completed a peer support training course or courses pursuant to Section 
8669.6. Agency selection criteria of peer support team members shall be 

incorporated into agency policies. 
(Added by Stats. 2019, Ch. 621, Sec. 1. (AB 1117) Effective January 1, 2020.) 

8669.4. 
   

(a) A law enforcement personnel, whether or not a party to an action, has a right to 
refuse to disclose, and to prevent another from disclosing, a confidential 
communication between the law enforcement personnel and a peer support team 

member made while the peer support team member was providing peer support 
services, or a confidential communication made to a crisis hotline or crisis referral 

service. 
(b) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), a confidential communication may be disclosed 
under the following circumstances: 

(1) To refer a law enforcement personnel to receive crisis referral services by a 
peer support team member. 

(2) During a consultation between two peer support team members. 
(3) If the peer support team member reasonably believes that disclosure is 
necessary to prevent death, substantial bodily harm, or commission of a crime. 

(4)  If the law enforcement personnel expressly agrees in writing that the 
confidential communication may be disclosed. 

(5) In a criminal proceeding. 
(6) If otherwise required by law. 
(Added by Stats. 2019, Ch. 621, Sec. 1. (AB 1117) Effective January 1, 2020.) 

8669.5. 
   
(a) Except as otherwise provided in subdivision (b), a peer support team member 
who provides peer support services and has completed a training course described 

in Section 8669.6, and the law enforcement agency that employs them, shall not be 
liable for damages, including personal injury, wrongful death, property damage, or 

other loss related to an act, error, or omission in performing peer support services, 
unless the act, error, or omission constitutes gross negligence or intentional 

misconduct. 
(b) Subdivision (a) does not apply to an action for medical malpractice. 
(c) A peer support team member shall not provide peer support services in any of 

the following circumstances: 
(1) If, when serving in a peer support role, the peer support team member’s 

relationship with a law enforcement personnel receiving peer support services could 
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be reasonably expected to impair objectivity, competence, or effectiveness in 
providing peer support, or would otherwise risk exploitation or harm to the law 

enforcement personnel. 
(2) If the peer support team member and the law enforcement personnel receiving 

peer support services were involved as participants or witnesses to the same 
traumatic incident. 
(3) If the peer support team member and the law enforcement personnel receiving 

peer support services are both involved in a shared active or ongoing investigation. 
(Added by Stats. 2019, Ch. 621, Sec. 1. (AB 1117) Effective January 1, 2020.) 

8669.6. 
   

(a) To be eligible for the confidentiality protections afforded by this article, a peer 
support team member shall complete a training course or courses on peer support 

approved by the law enforcement agency that may include, but is not limited to, 
the following: 
(1) Precrisis education. 

(2) Critical incident stress defusings. 
(3) Critical incident stress debriefings. 

(4) On-scene support services. 
(5) One-on-one support services. 
(6) Consultation. 

(7) Referral services. 
(8) Confidentiality obligations. 

(9) The impact of toxic stress on health and well-being. 
(10) Grief support. 
(11) Substance abuse awareness and approaches. 

(12) Active listening skills. 
(13) Stress management. 

(14) Psychological first aid. 
(b) Notwithstanding any other law, a law enforcement agency may deny or rescind 

an employee’s participation as a peer support team member consistent with agency 
policy. 
(Added by Stats. 2019, Ch. 621, Sec. 1. (AB 1117) Effective January 1, 2020.) 

8669.7. 
   

(a) Except as otherwise provided in this section, a law enforcement personnel, 
whether or not a party to the action, has a right to refuse to disclose, and to 

prevent another from disclosing, a confidential communication between the law 
enforcement personnel and a crisis hotline or crisis referral service in a civil, 

administrative, or arbitration proceeding. 
(b) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), a crisis hotline or crisis referral service may 
disclose confidential information communicated by a law enforcement personnel to 

prevent reasonably certain death, substantial bodily harm, or commission of a 
crime. 
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(c) This article shall not be construed to limit an obligation to report instances of 
child abuse, as required by Section 11166 of the Penal Code. 
(Added by Stats. 2019, Ch. 621, Sec. 1. (AB 1117) Effective January 1, 2020.) 

 


