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THE MINISTRIES

mE MiNiSTRY OF NATURAL

RESQURCHS AND ENVIRONMENT

Circula.r No. 2612011/TT~BTNMT of
July 18"2"2011, detailing a number of
artidesnf the Government's DecreeNo.
29/20~D-CP uf April 18, 2011, OIl

strategte environmental assessment,
enviro~ental impact assessment and
environmental protection commitment

PurSU(J!11 ttl the November 29,2005 Law 011

Environmental Protection;

Pursuant to the Government's Decree No..-
291201!1!'fff)-CP ofApril 18, 20i l , on strategic

environmental assessment, environmental

impact assessment and environmental

protection commitment;

Pursuant to the Government's Decree No.

25120081ND-CP ofMarch 4, 2008, defining the

junctions. tasks. powers and org anirational

structure qfthe Millistry ofNt/tural Resources

Issue nos03·051August2011
(Gong Beo nos 459-460/August 19.2011)

ancl Environment, which !Vas amendcd auv!

supplemented by Decrees No. f9/20JO/ND-CP

q(March5. 2010, and No. 89/10JO/ND-CPof

August if;, 2010;

Pursuant to the Prime Minister's Decision

No. f32/2008/QD-TJi ofSeptember 30.1008.

defining the [unctions. tasks, powers and

o rg anir.ati ou al s t ru ct u re of the Viet/lwlI

Environment Administration ofthe Ministrv 0/
Natural Resources (/11(/ Environment;

At the proposal of the general director of

the Vietl/am Environment Administration and

the director of the Legal Affairs Department.

STIPULATES:

Chapter I

GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article I. Scope orregulation

This Circular guides in detail a number of

urticles of the Government's Decree No. 291

201I/ND-CP of April 18, 2011, on strategic

environmental assessment, environmental

impact assessment and environmental

protection commitment (below referred to as
Decree No. 29/2011IND-CP).

Article 2. Subjects of application

I. This Circular applies to agencies,

organizations and individuals that carry out
activities related to:

al Strategies, master plans and plans

specified in Article 3 of Decree No. 29120 III

ND~CP;

b/ Projects specified in Clause 1, Article 12

of Decree No. 29f2011IND-CP;
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cl Projects and proposals 011 production.

business or service provision activities speci ficd
in Artir.l« ')<) of Decree No. 291201IlND-CP:

dl Projects pu t into operation after July I.

2006. which have had their environmental

impact assessment reports approved under

decisions issued by competent authorities but

have not yet obtained written ceruticauons of

fulfillment of contents of these reports and

requirements of decisions approving these
reports.

2. This Circular does not apply to the
appraisal of environmental impact assessment

reports by institutional appraisal service
providers.

Chapter 2

STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL

ASSESSMENT

Article 3. Subjects obliged to make and

forms of strategic environmental assessment

1. Subjects obliged to make strategic

environmental assessment and forms of

strategic environmental assessment are

specified in Clauses L 2 and 3, Article 3 and
Part C, Appendix I to Dt'Cft't' No. ?9fJ(1l IIND­

CPo

2. Subjects specified in Clause 5. Article 3
of Decree No. 29/20IlIND-CP may select hy

thernsel ves forms of strategic environmental
assessment.

3. Subjects obliged to make strategic

environmental assessment specified in Pan C.

Appendix I to Decree No. 29/201 I1ND-CPshall

do so in the forms directed by the National

Assembly. the Government and the Prime

Minister. In case directing documents of the

National Assembly, the Government and the

Prime Minister contain no specific requirements

on forms of making detailed strategic

environmental assessment, the Ministry of

Natural Resources and Environment shall guide

these forms.

Article 4. Elaboration of :~trategic

environmental assessment reports

I. Time for strategic e nvtrenmentat

assessment and requirements on use-of strategic

envimnnv-nr ass~""mt'ntresults arc specified in

Article 4 of Decree No. 29/20II/ND-CP.

2. Agencies assuming the prime
responsibility for making stratcgjes, master

plans and plans (below referred t$.Zis project

owners) as specified in Clauses [ at»-3,Anicle

3 of this Circular shall elaborate~ submit

strategic environmental assessmcru.rcports to

competent agencies for appraisal.

Article 5. Dossiers of request [or appraisal

of strategic environmental assessmeat reports

1. Project owners of subjects ~cified in

Clause 2, Article 4 of this Circula;ihall send

dossiers of request for appraisal i,f-strategic

environmental assessment rep6:ns under

Clauses 2, 3 and 4 of this Article to agencies

organizing the appraisal of ...'Strategie

environmental assessment report~fined in

Clause I, Artie le 6 of this Circular.

2. A dossier of request for appraisal of a

detailed strategic environmental assessment

report in the form of separate report comprises:

atOne (1) written request for appraisal, made

according to the form provided in Appendix 1.1

to this Circular;
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bl Nine (9) copies of the detailed strategic

environmental assessment report in the form of

separate report of a strategy, master plan or plan

which arc bound together into a volume with

the cover page and supplementary cover page

formats and its structure and content complying

with Appendices 1.2 and 1.3 to this Circular;

c/Nine (9) copies of the draft strategy, master

plan or ¢!tn;

d/ In case the number of members of the

appraisat-eouncil I::; IIlO[C than nine (9), V[ III

other ca~ in which the appraisal requires,-..
additiotl':!'t" copies, the project owner shall

provide ~ditional copies of the strategic

environr~ltatassessment report and the draft

strategy, nfastcr ~ldll 01 plall besides the number

of copieg.specifred at Points band c of this

Clause.

3. ~sier of request for appraisal of a

detailed 1ft!ategic environmental assessment

report in'*'!Jorated in a strategic report, master

plan ort*!'l' comprises:

aIOneJ1) written request for appraisal, made

accordin~lOthe fonn provided in Appendix 1.4
to this Circnlar:

bl Nine (9) copies of the draft strategy,

master ptan or plan incorporating the detailed

strategic el't'I"ironmental assessment report. The

structure..and contents of the detailed strategic

I;;nvirom~tHalassessment report incorporated

in the strategy, master plan or plan report comply

with the form provided in Appendix 1.5 to this

Circular;

cI In case "the number of members of the

appraisal council is more than nine (9), or in

other cases in which the appraisal requires

additional copies, the project owner shall

provide additional copies of the draft strategy,

master plan or plan besides the number of copies

specified at Point h of this Clause.

4. A dossier of request for appraisal of a brie f
strategic environmental assessment report

comprises:

a!One (1) written request for appraisal, made

according to the fonn provided in Appendix 1.6
to this Circular;

bl five (5) copies of the draft strategy, master

plan or plan Incorporating the brief strategic

environmental assessment report. The structure

and contents of the brief strategic environmental

assessment report incorporated in the strategy,

master plan or plan report comply with the fonn

provided in Appendix] .7 to this Circular.

5. Project owners of subjects specified in

Clause 2, Article J of this Circular are not

required to make dossiers of request for

appraisal of strategic environmental assessment

reports.

Artidt' 6. Organizati on of appraisal of

strategic en vironmental assessment reports

I. The competence to appraise strategic

environmental assessment reports is provided

in Clause 1, Article 7 of Decree No. 29120111
ND-CP.

L The appraisal of strategic environmental

assessrneuj reports is conducted by appraisal

councils. The organization and operation of

councils for appraisal of strategic environmental

assessment reports are provided in Chapter 4
of this Circular.

3. The time limit for appraising strategic

environmental assessment reports is specified

in Article 8 of Decree No. 29/2011 /ND-CP
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4. Within the time limit mentioned in Clause

3 of this Article, agencies appraising strategic

environmental assessment reports shall organize

the appraisal. For an invalid dossier, within

seven (7) working days after receiving the

dossier, the appraisal-organizing agency shall

notify such in writing to the project owner for

modification or supplementation.

Article 7. Rcsponsibi Iitics of project owners

after their strategic environmental assessment

reports arc appraised

I. To c'lInply with Article ') of Decree No.

29/2011/;\jD-CP.

2. To re-serid to the appraisal-organizing

agency:

al Three (3) copies of the modified or

supplemented strategic environmental

assessment report, enclosed with one (1) copy

on CD, o nc (1) copy of the modified or

supplemented draft strategy, master plan or plan,

and a written report on assimilation of opinions

of the report-appraising agency, made according

to the form provided in Appendix 1.8 to this
Circular, in case the strategic environmental

assessment report is made in the form of

separate report;

bl Three (3) copies of the modi fie d or

supplemented draft strategy, master plan or plan,
enclosed with one (1) copy on CD; a written

report on assimilation of opinions of the report­

appraising agency, made according to the form

provided in Appendix 1.8 to this Circular, in

case the detailed strategic environmental

assess IllC lit I CpOIl is il1LUI porated iu tlre su ategic

report, master plan or plan or the brief strategic

environmental assessment report.

Article 8. Reporting on results of appraisal

of strategic environmental assessment reports

I. An agency organizing the appraisal of a

strategic environmental assessment report shall

send a dossier reporting on appraisal results to

a competent authority for appraisal and approval

of a strategy, master plan or plan, which

comprises:

alOne (1) written report on J:i!'sults of

appraisal of the strategic en virenmental
assessment report, made accordin~·t~~tbcform

provided in Appendix 1.9 to this Circular;

hi ()nt~ (I) ropy of rhr- projPd owner's

written report on assimilation of opinians of the
report-appraising agency.

2. The time limit for sending adossier

reporting on appraisal results is ftfteen (15)
working days after receiving a Il1QOified or

supplemented strategic environmental

assessment report enclosed with the project
owner's written report.

Article 9. Responsibilities of-agencies
appraising and approving strategi~,~, master

plans or plans after receiving dossiersjeporting
011 r esulis of appraisal of ~sLIategic

environmental assessment reports

1. To comprehensively and objectively

consider proposals and recommendations stated

in dossiers reporting on appraisal tesults of

agencies organizing the appraisal of strategic

environmental assessment reports and the
assimilation of appraisal opinions by project

owners.

2. In case of necessity, to request project
owners to modify or supplement draft strategies,

master plans or plans on the basis of examining
dossiers reponing on results of appraisal of

strategic environmental assessmen~reports.
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Chapter 3

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
ASSESSMENT

Article to. Subjects obliged to elaborate and
time of elaboration, appraisal and approval of

environmental impact assessment reports

L O~rs of the following projects are

obliged t9 elaborate environmental impact

assessment reports:

af Projt;;Cts numbered from 1 thru 143 and

number~:-145 in Appendix Il to Decree No,

29/201 1"MP-CP; projects with names different

from bU,,~ nature and size equivalent to those
ofprojec;tsnllmbererll rhru 143inAppendixH

to Decree No, 29/201 I1ND-CP;

bl Pr~i~cts to renovate, expand, upgrade or

raise th~ .~apacity of operating production,

busincss-er service establishments, of which
,".• ,'''

environ~tal impact assessment reports have

been ap~ved, or written environmental

protecuorrcommnments have been registered

or certm~d, or written registrations of
,::a.;-)

attainme..u,L. of environmental standards have
been ceMrtiect, or environmental protection

schemes have been approved or certified, to he

equivaleat-to the subjects numbered 1 thru 143
inAppe~l1 to Decree No. 29/201l/ND-CP;

cI PrQic~ts specified in Clause 5, Article 35
ofDecr~o, 29/201IIND-CP.

2. Owners of projects specified in Clause 1
of this Article shall elaborate environmental

impact assessment reports and submit them to

competent agencies for appraisal and approval.

The time of elaboration and submission for

appraisal and approval of environmental impact

assessment reports complies with Article 13 of

Decree No. 20/201I1NDCP.

Article 11. Re-elaboration, appraisal and
approval of environmental impact d:,:,e:'>:'>ll1ellt

reports

1. A project w li ic.h bus an <tpptovcd

environmental impact assessment report hut has

not yet been put into operation shall re-e laborate

em environmental impact assessment report in

the following cases:

al Change of the location of its

implementation or failure to organize its
implementation within thirty six (36) months

after the issuance of the decision approving the

environmental impact assessment report;

bl Increase in scale or capacity or change of

technology leading to a broader scope of impact

or greater adverse impacts on the environment

not caused by wastes or an increase in total
volume of wastes or generation of new kinds

of waste or wastes with contents of pollutants

higher than previously calculated or forecast in

the approved environmental impact assessment

report

2. The re-elaboration, appraisal and approval

of environmental impact assessment reports for
the cases specified in Clause 1 of this Article

comply with Articles 12, 13, 14 and IS of this

Circular.

3. Project owners may implement the

changed contents after their environmental

impact assessment reports are approved.

Article 12. Consultation in the process of
making environmental impact assessment

reports

1. Consultation in the process of making
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environmental impact assessment reports

complies with Articles 14and 15of Decree No.
29/20111ND-CP.

2. Written requests of project owners for

consultation shall be made according to the form

provided in Appendix 2.1 to this Circular.

1 Wri ttcn replirs of consu lIed aef'nries a nd

organizations shall be made according to the

form provided in Appendix 2.2 to this Circular.

4. In the consultation process, project owners

shall assure that their written requests for
consuttation. which are enclosed With brief

documents on their projects' major investment

items, environmental issues and environmental
protection solutions, are sent to consulted

parties.

5. The time limit for a consulted party to

issue a consultation reply is fi I'teen (I 5) days

after rccci ving a written request for consultation

from the project owner.

Article 13. A dossier of request for appraisal

of an environmental impact assessment report

I. One (1) written request of the project

owner for appraisal of an environmental impact

assessment report, made according to the form
provided in Appendix 2.3 (0 this Circular.

2. Seven (7) copies of the project's
environmental impact assessment report, In case

the number of members of the appraisal council
is morr- than St~ven (7). or in other cases in which

the appraisal requires, the project owner shall

provide additional copies of the environmental
Impact assessment report. The cover page and

supplementary cover page format and structure

and contents of an environmental impact

assessment report comply with the forms

provided in Appendices 2.4 and 2.5 to this

Circular.

3. One (l) copy of the investment project

(the feasibility study report).

4. For the case specified at Point b, Clause

I, Article 10 of this Circular, in addition to the

documents specified in Clauses 1, 2 and 3 of
this Article, there must be also one fficopy of

the decision approving the cnvif.!)hmental
impact assessment report or '"'. written

certification of the registration of at~illment of

environmental standards, the decision
approving or written certificatica of the

environmental protection schesse or the
document proving the approved envt"'1Onmental

protection commitment of theiU5erating

production, business or service estamlshment.

5. For the case specified in Clau~j, Article

11 of this Circular, in addition to the~cuments

specified in Clauses 1,2 and 3 of [)lit; Article,.....
there must be also one (1) copy of t!»-decision­approving the environmental irnpactpsscssment

report of the previous project.

Article 14. Organization of a~PIaisal of

environmental impact assessment re.£orts

1. Responsibilities for orgal'ft%ing the

appraisal, methods and activities o~raising

environmental impact assessment ~orts are
specified in Article 18of Decree N~9120111

ND-CP.

2. The organization and operation ofcouncils

for appraisal of en vironmental impact
assessment reporr« arf'. sper-i Red in Chapter 4

of this Circular.

Article 15. Process of and time limit fOT

appraisal and approval of environmental impact
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1.The process of and time limit for appraisal
and approv a 1 of e n v i r o nrn e n t a ] impact

assessment reports arc respectively specified in

Articles 19 and 20 of Decree No, 29/201 1/ND­
CPo

2.After an environmental impact assessment
report ~ appraised and adopted without

rnodificaaon or supplementation or adopted on

the condition that it must be modified or
.r~

suppleIll4lJ}ted, the project owner shall finalize

the rep~; undersign each page of the report
(except~ cuver page, which shall be made

accordi~the form provided in Appendix 2.4

to this Ci!~ular), copied, bound into hard-back
volumes, appended with seals (if any) and sent

to the a#Dey appraising the environmental
impact ~S:-imentreport in a number sufficient

for being~ent to the addresses specified in

Clause i;:'.Article 21 of Decree No. 29120 III
ND-CP, ~Iosedwith one (I) copy written on

CD and~ project owner's written explanation
about the modi fications or supplementations to

the envirosmenta! impact assessment report at

the request of the standing body of the
appraising agency stated in its written

notification of appraisal results,

3. Dt\isions approving environmental

impact assessment reports shall be made
;\ccnrdin~to the form provided in Appcnrlix 26

to this etreular.

Article 16. Responsibi lities of the agency

approving environmental impact assessment

reports and project owners after their
environmental impact assessment reports are

approved

1. Responsibilities of the agency approving

an envirOnmt~nl;)1 impact ~l~~es;smenl.report

aJ To give a certification of approval of the

environmental impact assessment report, made
according to the form provided in Appendix 2.7
to this Circular:

bl To send the approved environmental

impact assessment report to the addresses
specified in ChJlJse 2, Arlirle 2 J of Derree No

29/2011lND-CP within fifteen {15) working

days after approving this report.

2. Responsibi lities of a project owner:

aJ To adjust its investment project to satisfy
the requirements stated in the decision

approving the approved environmental impact
assessment report;

bl To publicly disclose on the project which

has the environmental impact assessment report
approved under Article 22 of Decree No. 291
2011/ND-CP;

cI To discharge the responsibi lities specified

in Chapter 5 of this Circular before putting the
pro.i~cr into offi<::i;ll operation.

Chapter 4

ORGANIZATION AND OPERATION OF

STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL
ASSESSMENT REPORT APPRAISAL

COUNCILS AND ENVIRONMENTAL

[MPACTASSESSMENT REPORT
APPRAISAL COUNCILS

Article 17. Setting lip of strategic

environmental assessment report appraisal

councils or environmental impact assessment
report appraisal counci Is

1. Heads of the competent agencies defined
in Clause l, Article 7 01 Decree No. 29/2(]I U
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ND-CP shall decide to set up strategic
environmental assessment report appraisal
councils.

2. Heads of the agencies defined in Clause
I. Article 18 of Decree No. 29/2011/ND-CP
shall decide or authorize heads of their attached
specialized agencies in charge of environmental
protecuon to decide to set up environmental
impact assessment report appraisal councils.

3. An appraisal council shall be set up to

appraise each strategic environmental
assessment report or environmental impact
assessment report.

4. Decisions to set up councils to appraise
strategic environmental assessment reports or
councils to appraise environmental impact
assessment reports shall be made according to the

!C)m1 provided in Appendix 3.1 to this Circular.

Article IS. Composition and structure of
strategic environmental assessment report
:lppr:lisnl councils and environmr ntn l impact

assessment report appraisal councils

I The crim p o vi t i on nnd sirur-tu re of a
strategic environmental assessment report
appraisal council are specified in Clause 5,
Article 7 of Decree No. 2Y/2011 IND-CP.

2. The composition and structure of an
environmental impact assessment report
appraisal council are specified in Clause 3,
Article 18 of Decree No. 29/201IlND-CP. In
case a project is located in an economic zone,
industrial park, hi-tech park, export-processing
zone, industrial cluster or another concentrated
production, business or service zone (below
collectively referred to as a concentrated
production, business or service zone), an

appraisal council l11ay be composed of

representatives or the state agency directly
managing the concentrated production, business

or service zone and investor(s) in building and

commercial operation of infrastructure facilities
of this zone.

Article 19. Functions and working principle
of strategic environmental assessllZ1t report
appraisal councils and environrnermtl impact
assessment report appraisal councils

I. Strategic environmental assessment report
appraisal councils and environmental impact

assessment report appraisal councits (below
collectively referred to as appraisal councils),. ,
have the function of giving advice t()~heads of
agencies organizing the appraisal and take
respo ns ib i li ty hefore law and ~.gencies

organizing the appraisal for the ob:j~tiveness

and truthfulness of appraisal results;

2. Appraisal councils shall work on the
principle of public and direct discussion among
council members and between councils and
project owners (except the case of appraisal of
brief strategic environmental assessrsent reports
in the form of collecting written comments or
assessments) and make con clasi ons on
assessment results under Clause 2, AI tide 33

of this Circular.

3. Councils apprarslT1g brief strategic

environmental assessment reports 8+lall work
under Clause 6, Article 7 of Decree No. 29/
2011/ND-CP.

4. Appraisal counci Is shall operate through
their appraisal standing bodies set up by
competent agencies defined in Clause L Article
7 and Clause 2, Article 18 of Decree No, 29/
201IlND-CP.
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Article 20. Conditions and criteria for

selection of members of appraisal councils

I. Council chairpersons or vice chairpersons

mustbe professionally knowledgeable about the

environment and have at least seven (7), five

(5) or three (3) years' experience, for those

possessing a university degree, a master or

doctor diQ1Qma, rcspecti vely, or must be leaders

ofagenc~'organizingthe appraisal or appraisal

standing15'odie s.

2. Criucism members must be professionally

knowlediCable about the environment or the

field of~ project (including at least one (1)

profcsstliPa1ly knowledgeable about the

environrti'ei1t) and have at least seven (5), five

(3) or t~ (1) years' experience, for those

possessi~ a university degree, a master or
doctor diplcrna, respectively

.-J

3. Cr5if.6cil secretaries must be staffs of

appraisarttanding bodies.

4. GUrer council members must be,-.
professrenaily knowledgeable about the

environrijt or the field of the project and have

at least.f~ (3) or three (2) years' experience,
for thosc,possesfiing a master or doctor diploma,

respectively.

Arti~ 21. Rcsponsibil ities of council

members

1. Tq....iituJy strategic en v i rcmme n ta l-assessment reports or environmental impact

assessment reports and related dossiers and

documents provided by appraisal standing

bodies.

2. To attend meetings of appraisal councils,

conferences and seminars, participating in
investigations and surveys conducted in the

process of appraisal of strategic environmental

assessment reports or en vironmerual impact

assessment reports as arranged by appraisal
standing bodies.

3. To make specialized reports all evaluation

and appraisal of contents of sr rat eg ic

environmental assessment reports or

environmental impact assessment reports as

assigned by appraisal standing bodies.

4. To make their written comments on

strategic environmental assessment reports or

environmental impact assessment reports

accordlnz to the fonn provided in Appendix ~ 7

to this Circular, then send them to appraisal

standing bodies at least one (I) working day

before official meetings of appraisal councils;

and to present these comments at official

meetings of appraisal councils.

5. To fill in cards of appraisal of strategic

environmental assessment reports or

en vi ronrnenta limpact assessment reports

according to the fonn provided in Appendix 3.3
to lhi~ Circular.

(,. To make written comments on strategic

environmental a s sc ss rnc nt reports or

environmental impact assessment reports

already modified or supplemented by project

owners after official meetings of appraisal

councils when appraisal standing bodies so
request in writing.

7. To manage documents provided to them

under law and rf'.Il1rn llwst' docnroents at the

request of appraisal standing bodies after

accomplishing their tasks.

8. To take responsibility before agencies

organizing the appraisal and law for their

comments and evaluarions on sirare gtc
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e n v i r o n ure u t a l as sc ssrneut repUl l~ or

environmental impact assessment reports and

jobs assigned to them in the process of appraisal.

Article 22. Powers of council members

I. To request appraisal standing bodies to

provide sufficient documents relevant to

dossiers of request for appraisal for study and

evaluation.

? To propose ;lppr;lis:ll stanrling horlit's to

organize meetings, seminars and other activities

to directly serve the appraisal work.

3. To attend meetings of appraisal counci Is;

and meetings and seminars and other activities
directly serving appraisal work as arranged by

appraisal standing bodies.

4. To talk directly to project owners and

consultants for elaboration of strategic

e nv i ro n m c ntn I asse~smen' rr-porrs or

environmental impact assessment reports at

meetings of appraisal councils; to reserve their

opinions which arc different from those of

appraisal councils.

5. To enjoy remunerations accordi ng to

current financial regulations for performing
their tasks; to make wri ttr-n comments on

strategic environmental assessment reports or

environmental impact assessment reports; to

attend meetings or appraisal councils,

conferences and seminars and other activities

assigned to them in the process of appraixnl: to

have travel, accommodations and other

expenses for their participation in activities of
appraisal councils paid under law.

Article 23. Responsibilities and powers of
council chairpersons

III aJJiliuIIIU tire responsibilltics and powers

of council members specified in Articles 21 and

22 of this Circular. council chairpersons also

have the following responsibilities and powers:

I. To chair meetings of appraisal councils.

2. To handle opinions raised at meetings of

appraisal councils and make conclusions at

these meetings.

3. To sign minutes of meetings of4lPpraisal

councils and take responsibility be~.agencies

organizing the appraisal and law for eonclusions

made at these meetings.

Article 24. Responsibilities anuowers of
council vice chairpersons

In addition to the respousibilitiesaad powers

of council members specified in Arti:c1es 21 and

22 of this Circular. council vice cliirpersons

also have the responsibilities and powers like

council chairpersons when the lane(aje absent.

Article 25. Responsibilities and:JlOwers of
criticism members

In addition to the responsibilities aad powers
of council members spcclflcd ill C~se~ 1, 2.

3, 5, 6, 7 and 8, Article 21. and N.ticle 22 of

this Circular. criticism members a~ have to
make written comments on contcntsctstrategic

environmental assessment reports or
. . ,,'"

cn v i ro nmc nta l Impact asscssmc~! reports

according to the form provided in l'tppendices

3.4 and 3.5 to this Circular.

Article 26. Responsibilities and powers of

council secretaries

In addition to the responsibilities and powers

of council members specified in Articles 21 and

22 of this Circular, council secretaries also have
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the following responsibilities and powers:

I. To provide forms of written comments and

cards of appraisal of strategic environmental

assessment reports or environmental impact

assessment reports to appraisal council members.

2.To report to council chairpersons on major

problems of dossiers after studying by
themsel~b and su nuuai izing opinions uf

council tl;l,embers on these dossiers; to report to

council chairpersons and appraisal standing

bodies on"".activities speci fied in Clause 4, Article

No. 18ofDecree No. 29/201l/ND-CP, if any.

3. To UW:JITTI appraisal councils ofcomments

ofapprai= council members who do not attend
official ~t~lings of appraisal councils and

written comments sent by provincial-level

Natural:~:-Resources and Environment

Departmsias to appraisal standing bodies, if any.

4. To~ke and sign minutes of meetings of
appraisal'ccuncils: and take responsibility for

the adeq~~y and truthfulness of these minutes.

5. T04Jilakt: dos sier s and UVI,;UllleHlS fUI

settlemensef expenses for activities ofappraisal

councils.

6. To perform other tasks to serve activities

of appraisal councils at the request of appraisal
standing nOdies.

Artiole27. Responsibilities and powers of

council.saembers being representatives of

provincial-level Natural Resources and
Environment Departments joining appraisal

councils set up by ministries. ministerial-level

agencies or government-attached agencies

In addition to the responsibilities and powers

of council members holding different titles
specified in this Circular, council members

being representatives of provincial-level Natural

Resources and Environment Departments

joining appraisal councils set up by ministries,
minister iai-Ievet agencies or government­

attached agencies also have the followi ng

responsibilities and powers:

1. To collect and provide to appraisal

councils information and documents relevant
to strategies, master plans, plans and projects;

and take responsibility for information and
documents provided to appraisal councils.

2. To authorize in writing their colleagues
to participate in activities of appraisal councils

with responsibilities and powers of council

members in case they cannot do so.

Article 28. Responsibilities and powers of

appraisal standing bodies

1. To examine the validity of dossiers of

request for appraisal of strategic environmental
assessment reports or environmental impact

assessment reports to serve as a basis for
conducting the appraisal. For invalid dossiers,

to issue documents on the return of dossiers

within seven (7) working days, for strategic
environmental assessment reports, and five (5)

working days. for environmental impact

assessment reports. after receiving them from
project owners.

2. To draft decisions to set up appraisal
councils with their composition and structure

specified in Article is of this Circular,
according to the fonn prov idci] j 11Appendix 3.1

to this Circular, then submit them to competent

authorities for consideration and issuance.

3. To request project owners to provide or

additionally provide relevant documents in case
of necessity and send them to appraisal council
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members within five (5) working days after the

issuance of decisions to set up appraisal councils.

4. To collect opinions of provinciat-Ievel

Natural Resources and Environment

Departments which have no representati ves to
join appraisal councils set up by ministries,

ministerial-level agencies or government­
attached agencies under Article 29 of this

Circular.

5. To collect and provide information

relevant to strategies, master plans, plans or

projects to appraisal councils.

6.To hold meetings of appraisal councils and

activities specified in Clause 7, Article 7, and
Clause 4, Article 18 of Decree No. 29/20111

ND-CP.

7. To notify in wriling project owners of

appraisal results and requirements on

completion of appraisal dossiers within five

(5) working days after the last official meeting

of appraisal councils. Such a notice must
indicate one (1) of the following appraisal

r es ults: adoption without requiring

modification or supplementation; adoption on
the condition of modification or

supplementation; rejection.

8. To review contents of strategic

environmental assessment reports or
environmental impact assessment reports resent

by project owners after making modification or

supplementation. In case of necessity, to request
in writing a number of council members to

further make their comments on modified or
supplemented strategic environmental

assessment reports or environmental impact
assessment reports.

9. To draft written reports on results of

appraisal of strategic environmental assessment

reports of strategies, master plans or plans,
according to the form provided in Appendix 1.9

to this Circular, for cases of appraisal of strategic

environmental assessment reports; to draft
decisions approving environmental impact

assessment reports of projects, according to the

form provided in Appendix 2.0 to this ~ircular,

for cases of appraisal of environme~1impact

assessment reports. then submit them to
competent authorities for considemtion and

decision.

10. To make estimates and settlement of

expenses for activities of appraisal councils,

Article 29. Coll ect iou of opinions of

provincial-level Natural Resources and

Environment Departments whichhave no
representatives to join appraisal council s set up

by ministries, ministerial-level agencies or
government-attached agencies

I. Appraisal standing bodies ~11 send
strategic environmental assessmentreports to

provincial-level Natural Resources and

Environment Departments of localitie:; directly
related to environmental issues of-strategies,

master plans or plans and lll!¥.ing no
representati ves to join apprai sal coMftCilr;;, and
send environmental impact assessment reports

to provincial-level Natural Resources and
Environment Departments of localities in which

projects are implemented and having no

representatives to join appraisal councils. for
their opinions.

2. Provincial-level Natural Resources and
Environment Departments shall send their

written opinions to appraisal standing bodies
within five (5) working days after receiving the

latter'swritten requests.
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3. Opinions of provincial-Icvel Natural

Resources and Environment Departments shall

be considered and discussed at meetings of
appraisal councils.

Article 30. Conditions for holding official
meetings of appraisa I counci Is

An official meeting of an appraisal council
maybe IfMonly when the following conditions

are full~tisfied:

1. It~aUended (personal presence at the

meeting;! participation in an online meeting)
by at le:m' two-thirds of the total number of

,.-~

council ttl~mbers according to the setting up-decision;'t1'f whom the council chairperson or a
vice cbit1""ti'erson, In case the chairperson is

absent (~ow collectively referred to as the

meeting~irperson). at least one (1) criticism

membud the council secretary must be

present.

2. It''''s attended by a competent

represent!!!ive of the project owner or the person
aut.lluri:l~h)' a competent person of the project

owner.

3. Th~ojcct owner has paid thc charge for

appraisar of the environmental impact

assessmsru report under law.......
ArtiQr"3L Participants in meetings of

appraisascouncils

1. Pam'cipants in meetings of appraisal

councils shall be decided and invited by
appraisal standing bodies.

2. Participants in meetings of appraisal
councils may present their opinions at these

meetings, follow the instructions of meeting

chairpersons and enjoy remunerations as

provided by law.

Article 32. Contents and proceedings of an

official meeting of an appraisal council

1. The secretary shall read the decision to

set up the appraisal council, introduce meeting

participants, briefly report all the processing of
the appraisal dossier and provide information

on activities already conducted by the appraisal
council and the appraisal standing body.

2. The meeting chairperson shall conduct the

meeting with the powers specified in Article 23

of this Circular.

3. The project owner (or the consultancy unit
authorized by the project owner) shall briefly

present the strategic environmental assessment
report or the environmental impact assessment

report.

4. The project owner and appraisal council

members shall exchange opinions and discuss

unclear issues (if any) of the dossier.

S. Criticism members and other members of
the appraisal council shall present their written
comments,

6. The secretary shall read written comments
of absent appraisal council members and

opinions of the provincial-level Natural

Resources and Environment having no
representative to join the appraisal council.

7. Participants to present their opinions, if
any.

8. The appraisal council mayhold a separate
meeting (as decided by the meeting chairperson

to reach unanimity on its conclusions in case

its members have contradictory opinions.

9. The meeting chairperson shall disclose

conclusions of the appraisal council.

10. Appraisal council members shall raise
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their opinions which are different from the

conclusions disclosed by the meeting

chairperson, ir any.

11. The project owner shall present its/his/

her opinions, if any.

12. The meeting chairperson shall announce

the wrap-up of the meeting.

Article 33. Contents of conclusions of

appraisal councils

I. Conclusions of an appraisal council must

clearly show the following:

a/ The dossier contents' satisfaction of

requirements;

bl Problems of the dossier; requirements and

recommendations related to the completion of

the dossier (if any) based on opinions of

members of the appraisal council;

c/ Appraisal results at one (l) of the three

(3) levels: Adoption without requiring

modification or supplementation; adoption on
the condition of modification or

supplementation; or rejection, based on results
of counting of :lpprais:d cards on the principle

specified in Clause 2 of this Article.

2. The principle of making appraisal results:

aJ Adoption without requiring modification

or supplementation: When all appraisal council

members attending in the meeting and having

appraisal cards (or written comments in case

no meeting of the appraisal council to appraise

the brief strategic environmental assessment

reports) unanimously adopt the report without

requiring modification or supplementation;

b/Adoption on the condition of modification
or supplementation: When at least two-thirds

(2f3) of the total number of attending council

members having appraisal cards (or written

comments in case no meeting of the appraisal

council to appraise the brief s trate g ic

environmental assessment reports) agree to

adopt the report or adopt the report on the

condition that modification or supplementation

must be made;

cI Rejection: When over olle-lhiu.l( 1/3) uf

the total number of council members having

appraisal cards (or written comrneees in case

no meeting of the appraisal council'io appraise

the brief strategic environmental assessment

reports) reject the report.

Article 34. Form and contents Qf minutes
uf official meetings uf appraisal councils

1. Minutes of official meetings of appraisal

co uucil s shall be made according tQ.JIle form

provided in Appendix 3.6 to this Circular.

Opinions of project owners, councll'fnernbers

and meeting participants must btt.,fully and

truthfully recorded in meeting minutes.

2. Minutes of official meetings of appraisal

councils must be signed bY~~!neeting
chairpersons and secretaries on the feft bottom

corner of each page and bear on tl1t!'"last page

the signatures and full names and titles of these
persons in the council.

Chapter 5

APPLICATION AND INSPECTION AND

CERTIFICATION OF APPLICATION OF

EN VlRONMEN'lAL PROTECTION

WORKS AND MEASURES BEFORE

PROJECTS ARE PI IT INTO OFFTCIAl.

OPERATION

Article 35. Responsibilities of project

ownersbefore putting theirprojects into official
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operation

1, Before putting their projects into official
operation, project owners shall:

aI Fully discharge the responsibilities
specified in Ar tide 23 of Decree No. 29/20 ill

ND-CP and apply environmental protection

works and measures to serve the operations of
their pro;icl:s as specified in Article 26 of Decree

No. 29/2i}lIIND-CP;

bl Opesate on a trial basis waste treatment

works td~rve the operations of their projects;
0(,--'.

cl M~ dossiers at request tor Inspection

andcertificaron of application ofenvironmental

protection works and measures to serve the
operatioiisof their projects, then send them to

compete.Rt agencies specified in Clause I,.-Article ~.()f this Circular.

2. P~t projects without environmental
protcctiOll. works to serve their operations,

project Qfters are not required to make dossiers

of requestfor inspection and certification of
applicatitMt of environmental protection works

and measures.

3. Per-projects on treatment of hazardous

wastes:

at For projcl.:ts on treatment of hazardous

wastes w;thout investments in production,

business 'or service work items other than those

for tran~rtation, treatment, recycling or

disposal of hazardous wastes and falling under
the competence of the Natural Resources and

Environment Ministry to grant hazardous waste

management practice licenses, project owners
are not required to discharge the responsibilities

specified at Point c, Clause 1 of this Article but

shall fulIy discharge the rcs pous ib ili tie s

specified in the Natural Resources and

Environment Ministry's Circular No. J2120J11

TT- BTNMT of April 14, 20Il. on the

management of hazardous wastes'

bl For projects on treatment of hazardous

wastes other than those specified at Point a of
this Clause, project owners shall apply

environmental protection works and measures
to serve their project operations under this

Circular in order to obtain competent agencies'

certifications before applying for hazardous
waste management practice licenses.

Article 36. Application and inspection and
supervision of application of environmental

protection works and measures at the stage of

i nv e s uuetu prepar atiun and the stage of

construction of projects

l . Project owners shall organize the

application of environmental protection works

and measures at the stage of investment
preparation and the stage of construction of

projects.

2. Agencies approving environmental impact

assessment reports of projects shall inspect and
supervise the application of environmental

protection works and measures at the stage of

investment preparation and the stage of
construction of projects in case of necessity.

3. Inspection of the application of

environmental protection works and measures

at the stage of investment preparation and the
stage of construction of projects shall be

conducted by inspection teams set up by the

agencies specified in Clause I, Article 39 of this

Circular with the composition and structure

specified in Article 40 of this Circular.

Inspection contents and re.sponsibtltties of

inspection teams shall be decided by agencies



Issue nos 03-0S/August 2011
(Cong Baanos 4S9-460IAugus( 19,2011)

OFFICIAL GAlETT =: 67

selling up these teams.

4. Agencies setting up inspection teams may

hire independent consultancy units to supervise

the application of environmental protection

works and measures at the stage of investment

preparation and the stage of construction of

projects.

5. Agencies organizing the inspection shall

notify in writing project owners of results of

inspec tion of the application of environmental

protection works and measures at the stage of

investment preparation and the stage of

construction of projects within fifteen (l5)

working days after the inspection is completed.

Adide 37. Trial operation of waste

treatment works

1. The triul operation of waste treatment

works shall be conducted simultaneously with

the trial operation of projects.

2. Before conducting the trial operation of

waste treatment works, project owners shall

notify in writing trial operation plans to agencies

approving environmental impact assessment

reports of projects, according 10 the form

provided in Appendix 4.1 to this Circular.

3. The trial operation of waste treatment
works may last for not more than six (6) months

after its commencement.

4. In the course of trial operation of waste

treatment works, project owners shall sample,

measure and analyze by t he msc lvc s the

composition and particular characteristics of

wastes before and after the treatment or hire

qualified legal-person units to do so. The
number of tirnes of sampling and analysis of
the composition of wastes in the course of trial

operation of waste treatment works of projects

must be at least three (3) at different points of

time. Points of time of sampling depend on the
characteristics of each work item of a specific

project in order to assure that waste samples

are typical for different stages of project

operation.

5. Subjects specified in Clause 4,Anicle 39
ofDecree No. 29J20ll/ND-CP are notrequired
to conduct the trial operation of wastetreatment

works but shall lake samples of wastes for

analysis after being treated by constructed or

installed waste treatment works for at least three
(3) times at different points of trme under

normal production conditions, fqr making

dossiers of request for inspeczson and

certification of the application ofen~runental

protection works and measures fur project
operation, in order to be inspected and-ccrtified

before June 5, 2013.

6. In the course of trial operatioe-of waste

treatment works, if detecting that wastes

discharged into the environment f~il to meet

current standards and regulation's, project

owners shall imrne di ately stop-tne trial
operation and apply measures to J"'event the

spreading of wastes into the enviromnent and

urgently notify such to the provincial-level
Natural Resources and Environment
Departments and related agencies of'i'ocalities
in which projects are implemented ronlire(;~iun

and coordinated handling. In case an

environmental incident occurs or wastes

discharged into the environment fail to meet

standards and regulations, causing damage to
organizations and individuals, project owners

shall pay compensations under law.

Article 38. Dossiers of request for inspection

C VIIHNAM' LAW " LEGAL FORU
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and certification of rhe appl ica rion of

environmental protection works and measures

for project operation

1. A dossier of request for inspection and

certification of the application of environmental
protection works and measures for project

operation comprises:

aJOl~tl) written request [01 Iuspecti 011 and

certificatisn of the application ofenvironmental

protection works and measures for project
operatioa, made according to the form provided.-
in Appeadix 4.2 to this Circular;......

bl O~.I) copy of the approving decision,

enclosel:t with copies of the approved
environ(DlUltal impact assessment report:

cIPi y~(5) copies of the report on results of

the appr1"Cation of environmental protection
works a@neasures for project operation, made

accorditl!'¥:J the fonn provided in Appendix 4.3
to this Ctreular. Par a project located ill two (2)

or morej?tovinces or centrally run cities, the

project ~er shall send an additional number
of copie"r'of the report equal to the additional--number Qf.provinces or centrally run cities to
serve inSf"Cction work;

dI Annexes in a number of copies equal to

that of ~~~ies of the report on results of the

applicat~fenvironmental protection works

and me~es specified at Point c of this Clause.
Doculll,rnts included in the annexes are

specified in Clause 4, Article 25 of Decree No.
29/201l/ND-CP

2. For projects with phased investment or

involving many independent items. project

owners may make dossiers of request for

inspection and certification of the application
of environmental protection works and

measures for each phase of investment or each

independent project item.

Article 39. Inspection and certification of

the application of environmental protection

works and measures for project operation

1. Ministries, ministerial-level agencies,

government-attached agencies and provincial­
level People's Committees shall assign their

attached specialized agencies in charge of
environmental protection (below referred to as

inspection and certification agencies) to inspect

and certify the application of environmental
protection works and measures for the

operations of projects falling under their
competence for approving environmental

impact assessment reports.

1. Inspection and certification agencies shall

inspect and certify the application of

environmental protection works and measures
for project operation after receiving complete

and valid dossiers speci fied in Article 38 of this
Circular.

3. For projects specified in Clause 2, Article
38 of this Circular, inspection and certification

agencies shall organize inspection and

certification for each phase or independent item.

4. The procedures and time limit for and

method of inspection and certification of the
application ofenvironmental protection works

and measures for project operation are specified

in Articles 27 and 28 of Decree No. 29/20 ill
ND-CP.

5. Inspection of the application of
environmental protection works and measures

for project operation shall be conducted by

inspection teams set up by inspection and
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certification agencies with the composition and

structure speci fied in Article 40 of this Circular.

(L Inspection of the settlement of problems

1TI environmental protection works and

measures by project owners specified in Clause
4, Article 27 of Decree No. 2912011fND-CP

complies with Article 44 of this Circular.

7. Certification of the application of

environmental protection works and measures

for project operation shall be made according

to the form provided in Appendix 4.4 to this

Circular.

Article 40. Setting up of teams for inspection

of the application of environmental protection
works and measures for project operation

I. Heads of inspection and certification
agencies shall issue dec is ions to set up

inspection teams according to the form provided
in Appendix 4.5 to this Circular.

2. An inspection team is composed of

officers of the inspection and certification
agency, environmental experts and experts in

fields re lated to the project, including one (l)

head being an officer of the Inspection and

certification agency and possibly one (1) deputy

head in case of necessity; one (1) secretary and
team members.

3. In case the inspection and certification of
the application of environmental protection

works and measures arc not conducted by
provincial~levcl Natural Resources and

Environment Departments, in addition to the

persons specified in Clause 2 of this Article, an
inspection team also includes a representative

of the provincial-level Natural Resources and
Environment Department of the locality where

c~

the project is implemented.

4. For environmental impact assessment

reports approved hy provinciul level People's

Committees, in addition to the persons specified

in Clause 2 of this Article, an inspection team

may also include a representative of the district­

level specialized agency in charge of
environmental protection of the Iccality in

which the project is implemented.

Article 41. Working principlcs efmspcction

teams

L Inspection teams sh all work on the

principle of public discussion arn?~g their

members and between their messbers and
representatives of project owners at meetings

and in the course of physical in~ction of
applied environmental protection 'works and

measures.

2. An inspection team shall condntrtphysicai

inspection of environmental protectlon works

and measures of a project when therfollowing
conditions are fully met:

al At least two-thirds (2/3) of its total
members according tu tile sellillg qJ,! decision

of the inspection and certification agency,

including its head (or its deputy heed in case
the head is absent) and secretary, are present;

bl The project owner's cempetent
representative is present.

Article 42. Responsibilities and powers of
inspection team members

L General responsibilities and powers of
inspection team members:

a/ To study dossiers ofrequest for inspection

an d cert i fic at iou of the app lication uf

f·
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environmental protection works and measures:

b! To request, through team secretaries,

project owners to provide information,

documents and data relevant to projects for

reference and study to make comments and

evaluate environmental protection works and

measures actually applied and shown in dossiers

of request for inspection and certification:

cI To jlttcnd meetings and participate in the

inspection of the actual application of

environmental protection works and measures

conduc~ by inspection and certification
agencicsr.

dl T~' talk to project owners about

environmental protection works and measures

applied ~ project owners in the course of

physical !Tlspection;

e! Tc, wake written comments on and

evaluati<mS of the application of environmental

protecti0l\:.y.-orksand measures according to the

forrn proyjded in Appendix 4,6 to this Circular,

then sen,a them to team secretaries for

summarization: to take responsibility before

agenciessetting up inspection teams and before
law for tmfJr comments and evaluations;

f! To !?~nage documents provided to them
under la .... ,ilnd return them at the request of

agencies conducting the inspection and

certification after accomplishing their tasks;

glTd enjoy remunerations under current law

for performing their tasks; to conduct site

inspection; to attend meetings of mspection

teams; to make written comments on and

evaluations of the application of environmental

protection works and measures.

2. Responsibilities and powers of inspection
team secretaries:

In addition to the general responsibilities and

powers specified in Clause 1 of this Article,

inspection team secretaries also have the

following responsibilities and powers:

aITo contact project owners, inspection team

members and related organizations and

individuals for preparing working schedules of

inspection teams;

b/ To summarize comments and evaluations

of inspection team members and report them to

team heads;

c/ To make sum-up reports on results of

inspection of the application of environmental

protection works and measures for project

operation according to the form provided in

Appendix 4.7 to this Circular;

d/ To draft minutes of inspection of the

application of environmental protection works

and measures in service of project operation in

an adequate and accurate manner under Article

43 of this Circular.

3. In addition to the general responsibilities

and powers of inspection team members

specified in Clause 1 of this Article, inspection

team deputy heads also have the responsibilities

and powers of inspection team heads specified

in Clause 4 of this Article in case inspection

team heads are absent.

4. Responsibilities and powers of inspection

team heads:

In addition to the general responsibilities and

powers specified in Clause I of this Article,

inspection team heads also have the following

responsibilities and powers:

a/To take general responsibility for activities

of inspection teams;
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bl To assign tasks to inspection team

members;

cl To chair a ud ru o n it o r ure ci i IIgs of

inspection teams;

dI To assume the prime responsibility for

handl ing recornmendati ons, if any, of inspection

team members, project owners and

representatives of related agencies in the course

of physical inspection.

Article 43. Contents and forms of

presentation of inspection results

I. Results of inspection of the application

of environmental protection works and

measures for project operation and resul LS of

examination of dossiers shall be presented in a
minutes of inspection of the application of

environmental protection works and measures

for project operation, made according to the

form provided in Appendix 4.8 to this Circular.

2. Inspection minutes must truthfully and

o bj ec ti vc ly indicate tile actual state of

environmental protection works and measures

actually applied at the time of inspection.

3. Inspection minutes must be signed by

inspection team heads (of deputy heads in case

inspection team heads are absent), secretaries

and competent representatives of project owners

on each page and bear the signatures. full names

and titles of these persons on the last page.

Articfe 44. Inspection of the settle mcnt of

problems in environmental protection works

and measures by project owners

1. Inspection of the settlement of problems

In environmental protection works and

measures by project owners shall be conducted

by inspection teams already set up or set up

again by inspection and certification agencies

in case of necessity. In this casco the inspection

must fully meet the conditions specified at Point

a, Clause 2. Article 41 of this Circular.

2. Minutes of inspection of the settlement

of problems in cnv ironmcntal protection works

and measures for project operation-by project

owners shall be made according to ihe form

provided in Appendix 49 to this Circirlar,

3. For projects with their environmental

impact assessment reports approved by the

Natural Resources and Environment Ministry,

after recei ving reports of project owners on the

settlement of problems of the projects in

dossiers and in reality. the inspection and

('~rtifi('ation ;lgt~n('y of the Natural Resources

and Environment Ministry shall c~.~ider and

decide to inspect the settlemenr of problems in

environmental protection works and~~easures

by project owners by either of the following

modes:

aJ Organizing the inspection uncte~Clauses

1 and 2 of this Artie le:

b/ Authorizing the provincial-lewJ Natural

Resources and Environment Departssent of the

locality in which the project is implemented to

conduct the inspection.

4 Provincial-level Natural Resoarces and

Environment Departments authorized under

Point b, Clause 3 of this Article shall:

a/ Inspect the settlement of problems by
project owners in reality according to the

contents of documents of authorization within

twenty (20) working days after receiving these

documents;
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b/ Make inspection minutes according to the

form provided in Appendix 4.9 to this Circular;

cI Send notices of inspection results, made
according to the form provided in Appendix

4.10 of this Circular to authorizing agencies
withm five (» working days after obtaining
these results.

Chapter 6

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
COMMITMEN'l'S

Artiofi. 45. Subjects obliged to make and
register":~ri tte n en vironmen tal protection
commitments; contents of written
cnvironreental protection commitments

l . Owners of the following projects,
.y<

organizssions and individuals propose the

followtt.g. production, business or service

activiti~1bclow collectively referred to as
project o.~ers) shall make and register written

environzasntal protection commitments:

aI Prtlj'ects of natures, sizes and capacities

not sped,m:d or below those listed in Appendix
II to Decree No. 29/20] l/ND-CP; proposals on

productres, business or service activities not

subject to formulation of investment projects
but 1ikel!,,~generate wastes;

bl Projects or proposals on renovation,
e!\.pi:Ulsic,l.Uo- upgrading or raising of capacity uf

operatrng" production, business or service

establishments of which written environmental
protection commitments have been registered

and certified or registrations of attainment of
environmental standards have been certified 01

environmental protection schemes have been
approved or certified and for which
environmental impact assessment reports are

not required, as specified at Point b, Clause],

Article iO of this Circular.

2. For projects or proposals on pmrtuction,

business or service acti vities which have their
written environmental protection commitments
already registered but have not yet been put into

operation, written environmental protection
commitments shall be re-made and re-regi stered
in the following cases:

aJ They are relocated;

bl They are not implemented within twenty

four (24) months after their written
environmental protection commitments are
registered;

cl Their sizes or Capacities are increased or

their technologies change, broadening the scope
of impact or increasing adverse impacts on the

environment not caused by wastes or the total

volume of wastes or generating new kinds of
waste or wastes with higher contents of
pollutants compared to forecasts in registered
written environmental protert ion commitments

but not reaching a level subject to elaboration
of environmental impact assessment reports.

Article 46. Dossiers of registration of written
environmental protection commitments

L A dossier of registration of a written
environmental protection commitment for a
project subject to making of written environ­
mental protection commitments comprises:

al Three (3) copies of the written

environmental protection commitment, with the
cover page and supplementary cover page
formats and its structure and content complying

with the forms provided in Appendices 5.1 and
5,2 to this Circular;
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bl One (J) investment project (feasibility

study report) bearing the signature (with fuJI

name and rirle) of competent rf'pres~ntMivf'and

the seal (if any) of the project owner.

2. A dossier of registration of a written

environmental protection commitment for a

proposal on production, business or service

activities subject to mak ing of written environ­

mental protection commitments comprises:

al Three (3) copies of the wr iuen

environmental protection commitment, with its

structure and content complying with the form

provided in Appendix 5.3 to this Circular;

hi One ( I) written proposal on production,

business or service activities certified by the

signature of a competent representati ve and the

seal (if any) of the production. business or

service establishment.

3. For subjects specified at Point b , Clause

1, Article 45 of this Circular, in addition to

documents specified in Clause 1 or 2 of this

Article, a dossier of registration of a written

environmental protection commitment must he

enclosed with one (J) copy of the document

proving the regis trat ion of this written

commitment or the certification of the

registration for attainment of environmental

standards or the environmental protection

scheme of the operating production, business

or service establishment.

4. For slJbj~cts spl~cifi~ci in Clause 2, Article

45 of this Circular, in addition to documents

specified in Clause 1 or 2 of this Article, a dossier

01 regi strution at a written environmental

protection commitment must be enclosed with

one (1) copy of the document proving lhl"

registration of this written commitment of the

project and the previous proposal on production

or business activities.

Article 47. Organization of registration of

written environmental protection commitments

I. The registration of written environmental

protection commitments complies with Articles
31,32 and 33 of Decree No. 2<)/20illND-CP.

2. Documents of authorization byfleople's

Committees of districts, towns or provincial

cities (below collectively referred to ll"s district­

level People's Committees) for People's

Committees of communes, wards Or~9wnships

(below collectively referred to ascommune­

level Peoples Committees) to o~anize the

registration of written euvi ronmentatptotection

commitments shall be made according to the

form provided in Appendix 5.4 to this Circular.

3 . Notices issued by project owners and

owners of production, business or service

establishments on non-acceptancepf written

environmental protection commitmertts shall be

made according to the form provided in

Appendix 5.5 to this Circular.

Article 48. Responsibi Iities crt' project

owners and state agencies after written

environmental protection commitments are

registered

l. Rcspouxibi lities of project oWJ)ers after

their written environmental p'fotection

commitments are registered are specified in

Article 35 of Decree No. 29/201IlND-CP and

current regulations on environmental protection

in the COUTSt: of project implementation or

organization of production or business activities.

2. For the cases specified in Clause 2, Article

45 of this Circular, project owners may organize
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the implementation of changed contents only
after their written environmental protection

commitments are registered.

3. After accepting for registration written

environmental protection commitments,

authorized district-Icve! or commune-level

People's Committees shall:

aJIss~(1otjccs, made according to the fonn

providedin Appendix 5.6 to this Circular to
project owaers:....

bl Sef\r;! written environmental protection

commit~ts to related agencies defined in
Article ~fDecree No. 29/2011lND-CP;

cl Di8ebarge responsibilities specified in
Article :Mot Decree No. 291201liN i)-CPO

Chapter 7

ORGAN~ATION OF IMPLEMENTATION
t ,...,

AND IMPLEMENTATION PROVISIONS

Artid649. Organization of implementation

1. Mi9J..Stries, ministerial-level agencies,

government-attached agencies, provincial-level

and distrttt-level People's Committees shall

make reports on appraisal of strategic

environmental assessment reports; appraisal and
approval gr environmental impact assessment

reportsv rand registration of written

environraental protection fommitments under

Article 3.!..CfDecree No. 29/201IfND-CP, and

according to the forms provided in Appendices

6.1,6.2,6.3 and 6.4 or this Circular.

2. The Natural Resources and Environment

Ministry shall assign the Vietnam Environment

Administration to designate the Department for

Environmental Impact Appraisal and

Assessment to receive dossiers and act as the

standing hody for appraisal of strategic

environmental assessment reports and

environmental impact assessment reports falling
under its appraisal competence; inspect the

application of environmental protection works

ann mea~llrl:', a' the st ag e s of investment

preparation and construction; receive dossiers

and inspect the application of environmental
protection works and measures for the

operations of projects which have their

environmental impact asse ssrncnt reports

approved by the Natural Resources and

Environment Minister.

3. State management agencies in charge of

environmental protection at all levels shall

increase investment in the system of

information and data on activities related to

strategic environmental assessment reports,

environmental impact assessment reports and

written environmental protection commitments.

Article 50. Implementation provisions

I. Ministers, heads of ministerial-level

agencies and government-attached agencies and

chairpersons of People's Committees at all
levels shall implement this Circular.

2 This Circular takes effect on September
2, lUi J.

The Natural Resources and Environment

Ministry's Circular No. OS/2008rrT-BTNMT

of December 8, 2008, guiding strategic

environmental assessment reports,

environmental impact assessment reports and

written environmental protection commitments,

and Circular No. 13/2009fTT-BTNMT of

August 18, 2009, providing the organization

and operation of councils for appraisal of

strategic environmental assessment reports and
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councils for appraisal ofenvironmental impact

assess ment reports cease to be effective on the
effective date of this Circular.

3. Any difficulties or problems arising in thc
course of implementation of this Circular should
be promptly reported to the Natural Resources

and Environment Ministry for guidance, study
and appropriate amendments or supplements.

All appendices to this Circular are not
printer! hereiu.:

Minister of
Natural Resources and Environment

PHAM KHOI NGUYEN


