OFFICIAL GAZETTE No. 47 (22-12-2001)

THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT

CIRCULAR N0:102/2001/TT-BNN OF OCTOBER
26, 2001 GUIDING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF
THE PRIME MINISTER’S DECISION No.178/
1999/QD-TTg OF AUGUST 30, 1999 PROMUL.-
GATING THE REGULATION ON THE LABELING
OF GOODS FOR-DOMESTIC CIRCULATION
AND EXPORT AS'WELL AS IMPORT GQODS,
"REGARDING COMMODITY FOREST
PRODUCTS, COMMODITIES PROCESSED
FROM FOREST PRODUCTS, CERFAL GRAINS
AND ASSORTED FARNM PRODUCE SEEDS iN
PACKS

In furtherance of the Prime Minister’s Decision
No.178/1999/QD-TTg of August 30, 1999 on the labeling
of goods for domestic circulation and export as well as
import goads, regarding specific goeds items of the
agriculture and rural development service, the Ministry
of Agricuiture and Rural Development issued cn July 17,
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2000 guiding Circutar No.75/2000/TT-BNN-ICHON,

To materialize the Prime Minister's directing opinions
in Official Dispatch No.304/CP-KTQD of Aprit 18, 2001
on the promulgation of documents to guide the
implementation of the goods labeling regulation, the
Minisfry of Agricuiture and Rural Development hereby
guides the labeling of commodity forest products,
commaodities processed from forest products, cereal
grains and assorted farm produce seeds in packs.

l. GENERAL PROVISIONS

1. Scope of application:

Commodity foress pro_ducts, .¢omm0dities processed
from forest products; cereal grains and assorted farm
produce seeds in pat_:}('s,--Which are made in Vietnam for
domestic consumption and-export, goods impoited for
sale on the Vietnamése market {except for those

temporarily |mp0rted for re- eXport or those processed for

foreign countr:es) must all be labeled and the labeling
must be: conducted in comphance ‘with the Prime
Minister’s- Demsmn 78/1999/QD-TTg of August 30,
1999 on the Regulatron on labelmg of goods for domestic
circulation and’ export as well ag: 1mport goods and the
Trade Ministry's Ctrcu!ar No '34/1999/TT-BTM of
December 15, 1999 guu:hng the implementation of
Decision No. 178!1999!QD TTg as Well as this Clrcu%ar s
guidance. ' o

2. Goods mentiOn;ed':"ih: fhié'Cirdular include:

al Commodlty forest products and commodities
processed from forest products

- Processed forest products to be used as raw
materials, such as: artificial boards {particle boards, fiber
boards, plywood boards, planks, etc) for domestic
circutation, export or import; '

- Sawn timber of all kinds {in cubes or bars), thin boards,
sliced sheets, barked timber, etc., for export or import;

- Goods being finished products or product details
processed from timber or non-timber forest products
{(bamboo of various kinds, rattan, etc.), such as:
household wood furniturg, builders’ carpentry, wood
articles for exterior and interior decoration, special-use
products (for sport gears, medical instruments, teaching
aids, toys), fine-art articles;

- Non-timbar forest products, raw or diad, whother
ar not processod, put up in packs: trunks, branches,
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leavey, bases, roots, tubers
peels, vils, resing, essences.

, blossoms, fruits, seeds,

b/ Guods being cereal grains and assorted farm
produce seeds, including, rice, maize, wheat, kaoliang,
barley, assorted peas and beans, sesame, etc.,
unprocessed, in packs and not used as sowing seeds.

3. Labeling methods:

af For goods put up in packs, the labeling shail be
made by method of inscribing directly on the packing or
printing on shieets, which shall then be firmly attached,
pinned or stuck on the packing;

b/ For unpacked goods, the labeling shall be made
by method of sticking labels directly on products or
attaching labels to goods orinscribing fabels on separate
sheets to be handed to customers.

Ii. LABELING CONTENTS

1. Commodity forest products and commodities
processed from forest products:

af Goods names;

- Their common names shall be inscribad;

- Goods names are allowed to be inscribed in
combination with: shapes utllity, size, names of raw
materials, osigins, \tr_a_d_e_marks (_lf___any)\: of goods. For
example: lronwood, pine wood, 1.2 m-long school table;
rattan basket, plne resin, ironwood chest, pine wood
chest; Thanh Hoa |ronw00d ¢chest, etc.

bi Nemes and addresses of -organizations and
individuals, ‘hereinafter collectively referred to as
merchants responsible for goods:

- In cases where merchants are those directly exploiting
and selling forest products to market, merchants trade in
commodity forest p'ro_ducts and unprocessed forest
products, merchants are establishments processing and
trading in commadities processed from forest products,
including preliminarily processed and finished products for
consumption, they shall inscribe names and addresses of
their establishments;

- In cases where commaodity forest products and
commodities processed from forest products are imported
or sold by sale agents for foreign merchants, names of
importing merchants or names of sale agents shall be
inscribed.

of Goods guanta;
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- Far processed commodity forest products to be used
as raw materials, their langth x with x thickness in meter,
centimeter or millimeter shall be inscribed; if goods are
packed in lots or bales, their volume or size shall be
additionally inscribed in cubic meter or sguare meter for
each goods iot or balg;

- Goods being finished products or product details
processed from timber or non-timber forest products,
goods gquantum shall be piece ur set depending on each
kind of goods. For finished products, their sizes being
length x width x height shalt be inscribed; for products
details, their sizes being Ienqth X width x thickness shail
be inscribed. :

- For non-timber: forest products (trunks, branches,
leaves, tubers, roots, blossoms, fruits, seeds, peels, oils,
resins, etc.} thelr_qua_nta_ _sh_all be inscribed under the
guidance in the Trade Ministry’s Circular No.34/1999/T7-
BTM of December-15, i-'19'9’9 - :

df an:lpaf quahty standards _
-Fora commodlty belng sawn tlmber from the same

plant spec.les-” the name of such species shall be -

inscribed. )f it is: from various plant: species the wood
groups shal? be mscnbed ' . .

- C‘ommedmes processed from non-tlmber forest
products, assoried artificial boards, home wood furiture,
builders’ carpentry, articles rmade of rattan and bamboo
of various kinds, etc.. the following commodity. quality
standards shall be mscnbed qradef Ol MorA; B, C,
D, if such commodltfes are subject to grading standards.
Particularly for home wood furniture made v iiiber, apart
from grades (1, I, I!_f,__l\_f_or A, 8, C, D), fravies of imber
used for making such furniture must alse " 2 inscribed.

ef Date of manufacture, expiry and oreservation
duration; '

- For commodity forest products being artiticiai boards,
home wood furniture, builders’ carpentry, artictes made
of bamboo or rattan of various kinds, etc., the month and
year of manufacture thereof (except for commodities
being non-timbker forest products) shall be inscribed.

- For non-timber forest products in raw, dried,
preliminarily processed or processed form, the day, month
and year of exploitation or production must be clearly
inscribed. For commodities with use deadlines, such
deadlines must he insaribed. For carnmadities that need
preservation, the preservation conditions must be
inscribed.
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i Cormmodity origin:

- If forest products and commodities processed from
forest products are imported, the names of the exporting
countries must be shown, for exampte: rubber wood from
Cambodia;

~ For non-timber forest products, only addresses at
provinces or centrally-tun cities where such products are
exploited shall be inscribed, for example: cinnamon from
Yen Bai province;

- For commodity forest products and commodities
processed from forest products for export or import into
Vietnam for consumption, the origin thereof must be
inscribed. Ih cases where. the origin of Vietnamese
exports is requested by foreign customers not to be
inscribed, the mscnptlon thereof shail be exempt unti!
the end of December 31, 2002

2 For cereal gralns and assorted farm produce
seeds in packs:

caf Commod‘dy names;

- Names of cereals and farm produce ‘ghall be clearly
inscribed in. combtnation wﬂh fh_eir colt r[gln (if any).
For example; rige CR 203, fice San L83, hybrid maize

.- For other cereal _alns and farm: produce seeds
baing. local spema\tzes, names of euch goods may be
foliowed by names of Iocalmes where they are produced,
with a hyphen. between them. For- example Tam thom
rice < Hai Hau; lotus: peanu____TNghe An

< For cereal grains bemg speCIaI or peculiar
commadities; the commadity namaes shall be inscribed
first, \nmm_are.__f_ollowed by codes of breeds for producing
such commodity; with a hyghen between them. For
example: high- protem malze HQ2000, high-protein rice

- P6.

b! Names and addresses of merchants responsible
for commodities: '

- For merchants producing cereal grains or farm
produce and seeds directly selling their products, and
trading or service merchants, they shail inscribe names
and addresses of their organizations and individuals;

- If cereals are imported commodities or commadities
sold by sale agents of foreign merchants, names of
merchants responsibie for commodities shall be the
names of importing merchants or sale agents.

¢of Goods quanta;
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For cereal grains, assorted farm produce seeds put
up in packs, the commodity quantity being net weight in
kilogram (kg} or gram (g) shall be inscrihed.

df Quality standards:

- For cereal grains and assorted farm produce seeds
put up in packs, quality standards shall be inscribed
according to quality grade of t, I} or Il (if any) together
with the principal quality standards. For example; grade-
| maize;

- For other genetically modified cereal gralns and farm
preduce seeds, the phrase ' genetlcaliy modified product”
must be inscribed, for the customers chonce

e/ Date of manufacture “expiry and preservahon
methods: :

- Date of manufacture The month and year of
harvesting commodit? products must be clearly inscribed
on packing. For exampie Produced in October 2001;

- Use deadlines: D_a"
for use must be clea ly. inscrsbed

- Preservation'7m : _hods Condmons for preservatlon

if Use purp05

It must-be mscr!bed on the packlng that the packed
graing are commerCIaI products not for seedlng

g/ Commodtwr ongm

Origin of export commoditles or LommOdIHES imported
for sale on the Vletnamese market must be inscribed. In

cases where the origin: of Vletnamese export commoditles .

is requested by forelgn customers ot to be inscribed,
the inscription thereof sha!l be exempt untit the end of
December 31, 2002.

| i, ORGANIZATION OF IMPLEMENTATION

Merchants that produce commedity forest products
and commodities processed from forest products, cereal
grains and other farm produce seads in packs aitached
with goods labels, which are allowed to be circuiated and
used in Vietnam, shall have to revise the labeling of their
products under the Prime Minister's Decision No. 178/
199%QD-TTg of Angust 30, 1999 and Directive No.28/
2000/CT-TTyg of December 27, 2000, the Trade Ministry's
Circular No.34/1999/TT-BTM of December 15, 1999 and
this Circular.

Merchants engaged in the import of forest products
and commodities processed fram forest products, cereal
grains and other farm produice seeds in packs from foreign

.month and year being deadlines :'
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countrics must notify suppliers of contents compulsory
to be ingeribed on labels of impaorted commodity products,
in urder to unify implementation methods.

This Circular tukes effect as from January 1, 2002,

The previous regulations on labeling applicable to
forest products, commodities processed from forest
products, cereal grains and farm produce seeds in packs,
which are contrary to this Circular, are hereby annulled.

Any difficulfies or preblems arising in the course of
implementation shouid be promptly reported to the
Ministry of ‘Agriculture and Rural Development for
appropriate amendments and supplements.

For the Minister
of Agriculture and Rural Development
 Vice Minister -
NGUYEN VAN DANG





