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DECREE No.17/2002/ND-CP OF FEBRUARY
8, 2002 AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING
A NUMBER OF ARTICLES QF THE
GOVERNMENT'S DECREE No.77/CP OF
NOVEMBER 29, 1996 ON SANCTIONS
AGAINST ADMINISTRATIVE VIOLATIONS IN
THE FIELD OF FOREST MANAGEMENT AND
PROTECTION AND FOREST PRODUCT

MANAGEMENT

THE GOVERNMENT

Pursuant to the Law on Organization of the
Government of December 25, 2001,
 Pursuant to the Law on Forest Protection and
Development of August 12, 1991;

Pursuant to the 1999 Penal Code/

Pursvant to the Ordinance on Handling of
Administrative Violations of July 6, 1995;

At the proposal of the Minister of Agriculture and
Rural Development,

DECREES:

Article 1.- To amend and supplement a number
of articles of the Government's Decree No,77/CP of
November 29, 1996 on sanctions against
administrative violations in the field of forest
management and protection and forest product
management as follows:

1. To amend and supplement Article 4 as
follows:

“Article 4.- lllegal deforgstation means an act of
felling or stashing and burning forests and all other
acts not permitted by competent State agencies or
permitted but carried out in contravention of the
permits, thus causing damage to forest of any type,
which shall be sanctioned according to the following

levels:

1. A warning o 4 ine of between VMD 100,000
and WYND 200,000 for one of the foliowing acts of
viclation:

a/ Destroying production forests, up to 0.02 ha.

b/ Destroying protection fprests, up to 0.01 ha.

¢/ Destroying special-use forests, up to 0.007 ha
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or equivalent i kind with the concrete values as
follows:
- Common timber, for up to 0.2 m3 of log timber.

- Firewuwud, for up fo 1 stere.

- Dther forest products with a value of up to VN[
100,000 (according to the logal market prices).

2. A fine of from over VND 200,000 to VND
500,000 for one of the following acts of viglation:

al Destroying production forests, from over 0.02
ha to 0.1 ha.

b/ Destroying protection forests, from over 0.01
ha to 0.05 ha.

¢/ Destroying special-use forest, from over 0.007
ha to 0.03 ha or equivalent in kind with the concrete
values as follows:

- Common timber, from over 0.2 m3 t6 0.5 m° of
fog timber.

- Firewood, from over 1 sfere to 4 steres.

- Other forest products with a value of between
VND 100,000 and VYND 500,000 (according to the
local market prices).

3. A fine of from over YND 500,000 to VND
2,000,000 for one of the following acts of violation:

a/ Destroying production forests, from over 0.1
hato 0.2 ha.

b/ Destroying protection forests, from over 0.05
hato 0.1 ha

o/ Destroying special-use forests, from pver 0.03
ha to 0.07 ha, or eguivalent in kind with the concrete
values as follows:

- Common timber, from over 0.5 m3to 1 m3of log
timber.

~ Precious and rare timber, up to 05 m3 of log
timher.

- Firewood, from over 4 steres to 10 steres.

-~ Other forest products with a value of between
VNI 500,000 and VND 2,000,000 (according to the
local market prices).

4. A fine of from aver VND 2,000,000 to WND
10,000,000 for one of the following acts of violation:

al Destroving production forests, from over 0.2
ha to 0.3 ha.

b/ Destroying protection forests, from over 0.1 ha
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to 0.2 ha.

c/ Destroying special-use forests, from over 0.07
hato 0.1ha, or equivalent in kind with concrete values
as follows.

- Cammon timber, from over 1 m3 to 5 m? of log
timber.

- Precious and rare timber, from over 0.5 m3to 2
m?3 of log timber

- Firewood, from over 10 stéres to 25 steres,

« Other forest products with a value of between
VND 2,000,000 and VND 10,000,000 {&ccording to
the local market prices).

5. A fine of from ovet VND 10,000,000 to VND
20,000,000 for one of the following acty of violation:

a/ Destroying production farests, frorm over 0.3
ha to 1.5 ha.

b/ Destroying protéction forests, from over 0.2 ha
to 0.3 ha.

¢/ Destroying spgcial-use forests, from over 0.1
ha to 0.2 ha, or equivaient in kind with values as
follaws:

- Commion timber, from over 5 m? to 8 m3 of log
timber.

- Precious and rare timber, from aver 2 m° to 4
m? of log timber.

- Firewood, from over 25 steres to 30 steres.

- Other forest products with a value of bétween
VIND 10,000,000 and VND 20,000,000 (according to
the local markat prices).

€. Persons who commit acts of vielation
prescribed in this Article shall, in addition to warning
or fines, also be subject to the following additivpal
sanctioning measures:

al Confiscation of forest products, means and/or
instruments already used for committing the
administrative violations.

b/ Forcible reforestation or payment of the
-eforestation costs.

7. The confiscation of forest products, means and/
r insfruments used in the administrative vioiations
wescribed at Paint 3, ltem 6, Clause 1 of tnis Article
hail comply with the provisions of item 12, Clause
CArticie 1 of this Decree.”
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2. To amend and supptement Article 5 as
follows:

‘Articie 5.- lllegal exploitation of forests means
acts of felling forest trees or exploiting forest products
without permission of competent State agencies or
in contravention of the regulations on forest
exploitation management, which shall be sanctioned
as follows:

1. Warning or 3 fine of batween VND 100,000
and VND 200,000 for one of the following acts of
violation:

al Hlegally exploiting forest products in production
forests:

- Common timber, up to 0.8 m3 of log timber,

- Firewood, up to 2 stere,

- Other forest products with value of up to VND
300,000 (according to the local market prices).

b/ Iegdally exploiting forest products in protection
forests:

- Common timber, up to 0.3 m3 of log timber.

- Firewood, up te 1 steres.

- Other forest produot"’s with a value of up to VND
200,000 (according to the local market pricés).

2. A fine of from over VND 200,000 fo VND
500,000 for one of the following acts of violation:

a/ lllegally exploiting foresﬁ products in production
forests:

- Common timber, from over 0.5 m3to 1 m? of log
timber.

- Firewood, from over 2 stereg to 8 steres.

- Other forest products with a value of from aver
VND 300,000 to VND 1,500,000 (according to the
local market prices).

b/ lilegally exploiting forest products in protection
forests:

- Common timber, from over 0.3 m3to 0.7 m3 of
log tirnber.

- Firewoud, from over 1 stere to b steres.

- Other forest products with a value of from over
VIND 200,000 to VND 1,000,000 (according to the
local market prices).

3. A fine ¢f fram over VND 500,000 to VD
2,000,000 for one of the folowirg acts of vinlztion:
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& Hlegally exploiting forest products in production
forests:

- Comimon timber, from over 1 m?to 3 m? of log
timber. .

-Precious and rare timber, up to 1 m3of fog timber,

- Firewood, from aver 8 steres o 20 steres

- Other forest products with a value of from over
VND 1,500,000 to VND 6,000,000 {according to the
local market pricas).

bl Hegatly exploiting forest products in protection
forests;

= Common timber, from over 0.7 m3to 2 m3of log
timber

- Precious &nd rare timber, up to 0.7 m3 of log
timber.

= Firewpod, from over 5 steres to 15 stéres.

- Other forest products with a value of from over
VND 1,000,000 to VND 4,000,000 {according to the
local market prices).

‘4. A fine of from over VND 2,000,000 to VND
10,800,000 for one of the foliowing acts of viclation:

&/ egally exploiting forest products in production
forests: _

- Commion timber, from aver 3 m?to 10 m® of log
tirnber,

- Precious and rare timber, from over 1 m? to4m3
of log timber.

- Firewgad, from over 20 steres fo 30 stéres

- Other forest products with a value of from over
VND 6,000,000 to VND 25 000,000 {(according to the
foral rarket prices). '

b/ llegally expleiting forest products in grotection
forests: _

- Common timbsar, from over 2 m? to 6 m* of log
timbet.

- Precious and rare fimber, from over 8.7 m2to 3
m* of log timber,

- Firewood, from over 15 steres to 25 stares.

- Other forest products with a vaiue of from over.

VND 4,000,000 to VND 15,000,000 (according to the
local market prices).

& A fine of from over VHND 10,000,000 to VD
20,000.000 far one of the following acts of viclation:
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af Wegally exploiting forest products in produ'ctiorr

forests:
- Commori timber, from over 10 m3to 15 m? of log

fimber.

- Precious and rare timber, from over 4 mito 7 m4
of log timber.

- Firéwood, from over 30 steres to 50 steres

- Other forest prdd'ucts with a value of from ovér

- VD 25,000,000 to VND 50,000,000 (according te the

foeal markgt prices).

b/ lliegally exploiting forest products in protettion
forests:

- Common timber, from over & m3to 10 m? of log
timber. '

- Precious and rare timber, from over 3 m*to 5 m3
of log timber.

- Firewood, from over 25 sferes to 40 steres.

- Other forest products With &'value of from over -
YND 15,000,000 to YND 28,060,000 {according to the
local market prices}.’

6. It case of ilegal exploitation of yourg forast
trees, each of which cannet be éalcutated in cubic
meter, the destroyed fprest area shall be measuréd
ahd such act shall be handled fike the act of "ilegal
deforestation” prescribed at Clause 1, Article 1 of this
Décree; in cases of exploitation of scattered trees for
which the destroyed forest area cannot be calculated,
the total nuimber of felied treées shall be measured in
steres and converted info cubie meters, and depending
on the type of the illegally éxploited timber, the violation
shalf be handled according to the provisions of ftem
1,2, 3, 4 or 5, Clause 2, Article 1 of this Decies.

7. Persons who commit acts of exploiting forest

- products invelving 2 or more types of timber (common

and precious and rare) with the lolal volume exceeding
the maxtinum (éve! for common timber prescribed at
Points @ and b, ltern 5, Clause 2, Article 1 of this
Decrze, shall be examined for penal liability.

B. Personhs wha commit acts of violation prescriped
this Articte shali, in addition to warping or fines, be
subject to the application of the following additional

sanctioning measures:
al Revocalion of their forest product-exploitation
permis;
b/ Confiscation of forest produsts, mezans ardfor
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instruments used for commiiting the administrative
violations.

¢/ Forcible reforestation or payment of the
reforeststion costs.

8, The revocation of forest product-exploitation
parmits prescrined at Point 8, Item 8, Clause 2, Article
1 of this Decrée shalf be effected under decisions of
the personsg competent to handle administrative
violations,

The confiscation of forast products, means andfor
instruments used in the administrative violations
prescribed at Poirt b, ltem 8, Clause 2, Article 1 of
this Decree shall comply with the provisions of tem
12, Clause 9, Article 1 of this Decree ”

3. To amend and supplement Article 6 as
follows:

“Article 6.- Acts of Hegally slashing and burning
forests for milpa farming beyond the prescribed area,
thus causing damage to forest of any type shall be
sanctioned as follows:

1. Warning or a fine of between VND 100,000 and
VND 200,000 for one of the following acts of violation:

a/ Slashing and burning production forests, up to
0.1 ha.

b/ Stashing and burning protection forests, up to
0.05 ha,

of Slashing and burning special-use forests, up to
0.02 ha

2. A fine of from aver VND 200,000 to VND 500,000
for one of the following acts of violation:

a/ Slashing and hurning production forests, from
over 0.1 hato 0.3 ha.

b/ Slashing and burning protection forests, from
over 0.05 hato 0.1 ha :

¢f Slashing and burning special-use forasts, from
over 0.02 ha to 0.05 ha.

3. A fine of from over VND 500,000 to VND
1,000,000 for ona of the following acts of violation:

a/ Slashing and buring producticn forests, from
over 0.3 hato 0.5 ha

i/ Slashing and burning protection forests, from
over 0.1 hato 0.2 ha

2/ Slashing and burning spesizl-use forasis, from
wrer 8.05 hato 0.1 ha
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4. Persons who commit acts of violation prescribed
in this Article shall, in addition to warning or fines, be
subject to the foltowing additional sanctioning
measures:

al Confiscation of forest products, means and/or
instruments used for committing administrative
violations.

b/ Forcible reforestation or payment of the
reforastation costs. '

5. The confiscation of forest praducts, means and/
or instruments used in the administrative vidiations
prescribed at Point a, tem 4, Clausé 3 of this Article
shall comply with the provisiorts of item 12, Clause 9,
Article 1 of this Decreg.” '

4. To amend and supplement Article 7 as
follows:

“Article 7.- Violations of the regulations on forest-
fire prevention and fight means acts of breaching the
regulations on forest-fire prevention and fight or
causing forest fires, which shall be sanctioned as
follows:

1 Warning or a fine of between YND 50,000 and
VND 200,000 for one of the following acts of violation:

al Setting a fire in forests where it is so banned.

b/ Bringing explosives and/or inflammables inta
forests where it is so banned. ‘

¢/ Throwing or discharging buming ash into forests
where it is 50 banned.

2. A fine of between VND 500,000 and VND
2,000,000 on forest owners who violate law provisions
on forest fire prevention and fight.

3. A fine of from over VND 200,000 to VND
2,000,000 for an act of causing damage to the area of
forest of one of the following types:

al Production forest, up ta 0.2 ha.

b/ Protection forest, up to 0.1 ha,

¢/ Special-use forest, up to 0.05 ha.

4. A fine of from over VND 2,000,000 to VND

10,000,000 for an act of causing damage to the area
of forest of one of the following types:

al Production forest, from over 0.2 ha to 0.5 ha.

b/ Protection forest, from over 0.1 hato 0.3 ha.
¢/ Soecial-ise forest, from over 0.05 ha to 3.2

¢
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ha,

5. A fine of from gver VND 10,000,000 to YND
20,000,000 for an act of causing damage to the ares
of forst of che of the following types:

al Production forest, from over 0.5 ha to 1 ha.
b/ Protection forest, fram over 0.3 ha to Q.5 ha.
¢/ Spegial-use forest, from over 0.2 ha to 0.3 ha.

6. Persons who commit acts of vigtation
prescribed in this Article shall, in addition to waining
‘or fines, be subject ta the forcible reforestation or
payment of the reforestation costs "

5. To ameénd and supplement Article 8 as
follows:
~ "Article 8.- Viotations of the regulatians on
prévention and efimination of harmful forest insects
and disedses means acts of failing to fully follow
measures lo pravent ard eliminate harmful forgst
inseets and diseases by forest owners, which shal
be sangtioned as follows:

1. Weérning or-a fine of beétween VYND 200,000
and VND 2,000,000 for ane of the following acts:

&l Failing to chéck and detect in time harmful
forest insects andior diseases by forest owners,

b/ Failing by'fc:rest awners to organize the
slimingtion of harm{ul forest insects and/or diseases
and/or to report therean to the competent agency for
handling upon the détection tharesf.

2. A fing of from owgr VND 100,000 to VND
1,000,000 for a forest owner who uses forast
insecticides not on the State-prescribed tist
prescrbed.

3. Persons who commit acts of viclation
prescribed in this Article shatl. in addition to warning
or fines, be subject to the forcibie overcoming of
consequénces caused Py such insects and/or
diseases.”

§. To amend and supplement Aiticle 9 ag
followes:
‘Article .- ilfegally grazing cattle in forests means

acts of grazing cattle in forests where it is so
profubited, which shall be sanclioned as follows:

1. Werning of a fine of betwesn VD 50,000 10
VID 200,000 for an act of grazing cetftls in newly
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pianted forests, newly replanted forests, forests zoned
off for regeneration, special-use forests where the

grazing of cattle is prohibited.

2. Persons who commit acts of violatign
prescribed in this Article shall, in addition 0 warhing
or fines, be subject to the forcible reforestation or
payment of the reforestation costs.”

7. To arend and supplement Article 10 as
fohows:.

"Articte 10.- Violations of the regulations on wild
animal protection means acts of hunting, catching,
kiling, purchasing, selling, storing, raising in cagas,
transporting or usig pradious and rare as well as
common wild animals {incliding products thereaf)
originating from the nature without permission of
competent State agencies or with pgrmission But in
violation of the reguldtions on wild anirma)
martagement reginte, which shall be sanctipned as
follows:

1. Warning ot 4 fine of between VN 100,000
and YND 500,000 for one of the following acts:

al Hunting, catching, purchasing, seliing or
transpaorting wild animaly without permits issued by
tha competént State agencies.

b/ Uslng methbds and/or instruments of
destructive nature such as guns, toxic matters,
explosives, voltage impulse, nets, magneatic tapes, ..

for hunting and catching.

2. Warning or a fine of from over VND 500,000 to
VYND 1,000,000 for tne of the following acts:

al Hynting and catching wild animals in no-hunting
areas.

b/ Hunting and catching wild animals during no-
hunting (breeding) season.

3. A fine of from over VND 1,000,000 to VND
5,000,000 for an act of hunting, catching, killing,
purchasing, setling, storing, raising in cages,
transporting ¢r using precious and rare as wall as
common wild animals (including products thereof)
as follows:

a/ Common wild animals with a value of up to
VND 10,000,000 (according to local market prices).

b/ Precious and rare wild animals (group 11B) with
a value of up o ViHD 5,000,000 {according o locai
markst prices)
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¢/ Insects with the number of samples ranging
from 50 tg 500.

4. A fine of from over VNI 5,000,000 to VND
15,000,000 for an act of hunting, catching, killing,
purchasing, selling, storing, cage-raising, transporting
or using precious and rare as well as common wild
animals (including products thereof) as follows:

alCommon wild animals with a value of from over
VND 10,000,000 to VND 25,000,000 (according to
focal market prices).

bl Precious and rare wild animals (group 1B} with
a value of from aver VND 5,000,000 to VND

15,000,000 (decording to local market prices)
¢f Insects with the numbet of samples ranging

fram over 500 to 1,060

5. A file of from over VND 15,000,000 to VND

34,000,000 for an act of hunting, catching, killing,
purchasing, selling, storing, raising in cages,
trarisporting of using precious and rare as well as
commoh wild animals (including products thereof)
as follows:

al Common wild apimals with a valug of from over
VND 25,000,000 to VND 50,000,000 (according to
local market prices).

b/ Precious and rare wild dnimals (group 1B} with
& value of from over VND 15,000,000 to VND
30,000,000 (according to local market prices)

¢/ Insects with the numbér of samples ranging
from over 1,000 to 2,000

6 A firie of from over VND 35,000,000 to VND
50,000,000 for an act of hunting, catching, killing,
purcghasing, selling, storing, raising in cages,
transporting or using précious and rare as well as
common wild animals (including products thereof)
as foliows:

a/ Common wild animals with a value of from over
VND 50,000,000 to VND 70,000,000 (according to
local market prices).

b/ Precious and rare witd animals (group 1B} with
a value of from over VND 30,000,000 to VND
50,000,000 (according to local markat prices)

c/ Insects with the number of samples ranging
from over 2,000 to 3,000.

7. The operators or owners of franspert means
usad for the illegal transportation of wild animals shall
ha handled according to the provisions of tems 1, 2,
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3 and 10, Clause 9, Article 1 of this Dacres,

. 8 Persons whao commit acts af violation
prescribed in this Article shall, in addition to warning
or fines, be subject to the following additional
sanctioning measures:

al Stripping of the right to useé permits far hunting,
catching, transporting, or papers on business
registration of, wild ahimals.

b/ Confiscatiori of material evidences, méans and/
or instruménts used for committing administrative
violations.,

¢f Revocation of business permits for business
establishments and speciaity food restaurants which
offer foods from meat of precious and rare as well as
common wild animals (originating from the nature).

9. The revocation of pérmits prescribed at Points
& and ¢, item 8, Clause 7 of this Article shall be
effacted as follows:

Regarding papers not granted by the ranger
offices, the ranger offices handling the violations ghail
have to make records theréof and pass them to the
competent State agencies for.issuance of revocation
decigions. Regarding papers granted by thé ranger
offices, the provincial-level ranger offices shall issue
the revocation decisions.

The confiscation of material evidences, means
and/or instruments used for committing
administrative viglations prescribéd at Point b, ltem
8 Clause 7 of this Article shall eomply with the
provisions of Item 12, Clause 9, Article 1 of 'this
Decred”

8. To amend and supplement Articleé 11 as
follows:

“‘Article 11.- Causing damage to forest land nieans
acts of digging, mine-axploding, excavating forest
land for soil and/or stones, making embankments that
obstruct water sources for living, or discharging waste
water and/or toxic matters into forest land without
permission of competent State agencies, which shall
be sanctioned as follows:

1. Warning or -a fine of between YND 100,000

and VND 500,000 for an act of digging or mine-
exploding, thus causing damage into forest iand.

2. A fine of from over VND 500,000 to VND
2,000,000 for an act of excavating faorest land for
s0il and/or stones, making emnankments that
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obstruct water sources for living, or discharging waste
water to forest land, thus causing natural imbalance,
destraying the forest ecclogical enviconment.

3, A fine of between VND 2,000,000 and VND
10,000,000 for an act of discharging, burying or
putting toxic mattets into forest land.

4. Persons who ecommit acts of vialation
prescribed In this Article shall, in addition to waming

or fines, be subject tq the following additional

sanclioning. measures:

al Confiscation of means andfar instrumenis uséq

for comimitting the administrative violatio s, which
_shall comply with the provisions of item 12, Clause
9, Articte 1 of this Decree,

b/ Forcible overcoming of the consequences or
payment of the costs therefor.

of if causing damage o the forest, they shait also
be handled according to Clause 1, Article 1 of this
Decree .

9. Article 12 is amended, supplemented and
. divided into two articles as follows:

'Artiélé 12a.- egal transportation of forest

products means acts of transparting comman ar
precious and rare forést products by means operators
or ownars for themselves or for other persons without
the law-prascribed vouchers or with lawful vouchers
but different size or type of products ot excessive
volume (gccording to the prescribed percentages)
as compared to thée forest produgi-transportation
vouchers, which shalt be sanctioned as follows:

1. Warning or & fine of betwagn YND 100,000
and VND 200,000 for an act of illegally transporting

forest products by operators or owner of rudimentary .

vehicles or animal drawn-carts

2. A fine of from aver VND 200,006 to VND
2,000,000 for an act of illegal transportation of forest
products by operators or owners of "cong nong”
{rudimentary mini-frucks), automobiles, trains, ships,
motorbikes or boats.

3. A fine of from over VIND 2,000,000 to WND
5,000,000 for one of the following acts committed by
ilegal transporiers of forest products:

a/ Using fake number plate of having no
registration paper granted by the competent agency.

bf Using deubla-campartment, couble- bottom ar
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double-roof carts to hide forest products.

of Using four-sgat cars, tourist cars, passenger
cars or other special-use cars to ilegally transport
forest praducts. _ .

~ d/ Teking advantage of goods transportation to
hide forest producis under the goods. _

4. Warning or a fine of betwesn VND 100,000
and YND 200,000 on forest product owhers for gots.
of arganizing or participating in the transportation of
foreest products of the following tybes:

af Common tkmber, up to 05 m? af lag ﬁmbér‘

b/ Precious and rare timber, up to 0.1 m? of log
timber.

¢f Firéwood, up to 3 steres.

o/ Other forest products with a vaiue of up to YND
1,000,000 (according to 10cal macket pricea).

5. A fine of from over VND 200,000 fo VND
2,000,000 on fotest product owners for acts of
organizing or participating in the transportation of
forest products of the following types:

af Common tmber, from over 0.5 m° to 2 m® of
log timber.

b/ Precious and rare timber, from over 6.1 m? to
1. m* of log timber.

of Firewood, from over 3 sterés to 15 steres,

o/ Other forest procucts with a vaiue of from pver
VND 1,000,000 to VMD 5,000,000 {according to lgcal
market prices).

B. A fine of from over VND 2,000,000 to VND
10,000,000 on forest praduct owners for asts of
organizing or participating in the transportation of
forast products of the foliowing types:

a/ Comirmon timber, from over 22 mJ to 10 m? of
log Hmbet.

b/ Pracious and rare timber, from over 1 m® to 4
m? of log timber.

¢/ Firewood, from over 15 steres to 30 steres,

¢/ Other forest products with a value of from over
VND 5,000,000 to VIND 20,000,000 faccording to the
local market prices}.

7. A fine of from over VND 10,000,009 to VD

20,000,000 on forest product owners for acis of
nrganizing ar participating in the transporistion of
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forest products of the following types:

a/ Common timber, from over 10 m? to 15 m3 of
log timber.

b/ Precious and rare timber, from over 4 m3to 7
m? of timber equivalent n log timber.

¢l Firewood, from over 30 sterés to 50 steres.

d/ Other forest products with a value of from over
VND 20,000,000 to VND 30,000,000 (according to
local market prices).

8. A fine of from over VND 20,000,000 to VND
30,000,000 on forest product owners for acts of
organizing or participating in the transpdrtation of
forest products of the following types.

al Common fimber; from over 15 m3 to 20 m? of
log timber.

bl Precious and rare timber, from over 7 m3 to 10
m?3 of log timber.

¢/ Firewood, from over 50 steres to 60 steres.

d/ Other forest products with a value of from over
VND 30,000,000 to VND 50,000,000 (according to

local market pricés).

8@ Forest produet owners organizing or
participating in the transportation of forest products,
whose violations involve two or more typas of timber
(comrnon and précious and rare} as prescribed at
Points a and b, ltem 8, Clause 8 of this Article with
the total volume exceeding the maximum level

prescribed at Point a, Item 8, Clause 9 of this Article,

shall be examined for penal liability.

10. In cases where the meahs owner or operators
illegally transporting forest products cannot prove the
forest product owners, such maans owners or operators
shall be handled as the forest product 6wners.

11. Persans who commit acts of vinlation

prescribed in this Article shall, in addition to warning
or fines, be subject to the following additional

sanctioning maasures:
a/ Revocation of special forest product-
transportation permits or wild animal-transportation
permits;
b/ Confiscation of timber, fcrest products and
maans used for committing the administrative

viclations.

No. 11 (22-3-2002)
No. 12 (31-3-2002)

12. The revocation of special forest product-
transportation permits and wild animal-transportation
permits prescribed at Point a, ltem 11, Clause 9 of
this Article as well as the confiscation of the means
used for committing administrative violations
prescribed at Point b, ltem' 11, Clause 9 of this Article
shalt be effected under decisions of the persons
competent to handle administrative violations
according to current régulations.

Thé confiscation of timber and forest products
prescribed at Point b, Item 11, Clause 9 of this Article
shall be effected as follows:

If timber and forest products are seized In forests
of forest owners (State-run forest farms, organizations,
households and individuals), aftef records and dossiers
on the handling thereof have been fully made by the
ranger offices, they shall be rétumed to the. forest
owners. The forest owners shall have to make
deductions for setting up funds against deforestation
and forest product smuggle, to be transferred to the
ranger offices according to current regulations.

For the seized timber and forést products with
unidentified origin, if they are illegal and the viclators
cannot be identified, the persons competent to
sanction administrative vidlations shall issue the
confiscation and handhng decisions according to
current regulations.”

10. To add Article 12b as follows:

“Article 12b.- lllegal purchase and/or sale of farest
products means acts of purchasing, selling andfor
storing common and/or precious and rare forest
produéts without valid vouchers or with valid purchase
and/or sale vouchers but different size or type of
products or with excesgsive quantity or volume
(according to the prescribed percentages) as
compared to the valid forest product purchase and/or
sale vouchers, which shall be sanctioned as follows:

1. Warning or a fine of between VND 100,000 and
VND 200,000 on persons for acts of purchasing and/
or selling forest products of one of the following types:

a/ Common timber, up to 1 m® of log timber.

b/ Precious and rare timber, up to 0.2 m3 of log
timber.

¢/ Firewood, up to 5 steres.

d/ Other forest products with a value of up to VD
1,000,000 (according to focal market prices).
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2. A fing of from over VND 200,000 o VND
2,000,000 on perspns for acts of participating in the
purchase and/or saie of forest producis of one of the

foltowing types:

al Common timber from over 1 m310 8 m? of log
timber.

b/ Precious and rare timber, from over. 0.2 m? w
1 m? of log timber.

¢! Firewbod, from ovar 5 steres to 20 sférgs.

d/ Other forest products with a value of from qvar

VND 1,000,000 to VND 5,000,000 (accordlng to leea)

market prices). _
3. A fine of from over VND 2,000,000 to VND
10,000,000 on parsons éngaged in the purchase and/
or sale of fordst products of one of the following ty s
al Cormynon timber, from over 5 m3 to 10 m3 of
leg timber,
_ bf Précious and fare tmber, from over 1 mite 4
m? of log timber
¢l Firewood, from over 20 steres to 40 steres.
¢/ Other forest products with a value of from over
VND 5,000,000 to VND 20,000,000 (according i
iucal market prices).

4. A fine of from over VND 10,000,000 to VND

20,000,000 oh persons engdged in the purchdse and/
or salé of forast products of one of the following types:

aj Corﬁmon timber, from over 10 m3 to 18 m3 of
Jog timber. -

b/ Precious and rare timber, from over 4 m3 {o 8
m? af log timber.

¢/ Firewood, from over 40 steres to 60 steres.

df Other forest products with 3 value of from over
VNG 20,000,000 to vND 30,000,000 {acc,ordmg to
local market prices).

5. A fine of from over VND 20 000,000 to YND
30,000,000 on persons engaged in the purchase and/
or sale of forest products of one of the fulowing types:

a/ Common timber, from aver 18 m> to 25 m?3 o¢
log timber,

bf Precious and rare fimber, from over 8 310 12
m® of log timber.

cf Firewood, from over 60 ster

d/ Other forest products with a value of from over
VD 30,000,000 fo VRD 50,000,000 (according to

a 70 steres.
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focal market prices).

8. Persons engaged in the forest product purchase
andfor sale inveiving 2 or more types of timber
(common and precious and rare) as prescribed at
Points a and b, ltem &, Clause 10 of this Article, with
the total volume exceeding the maximum: level
prescribed at Point a, ttem 5, Clause 10 of this Article
shall be examined for penal liability.

7. Persons who commit acts of viotation pregcribed
in this Article shall, in addition to warming or fines, he
subject to the following additional sanctioning measure.

Caonfiscation of forest products and means used
for committing the esdministrative violations, which
shall comply with tha provisions at ftem 12, Clauge

"8, Articie 1 of this Decreg.”

11. To amend and supplement Article 13 ag
follows:

“Articie 13.- Violations of the regulations on wood
and forest product processing:

1. A nne of between VND 1,000,000 and VND
5,000,000 for an act of processing wood and/or forest
praducts for cugtormers without vouchers certifying
the lawfui origin of those wood andfor forest preducts,

2. In cases whereg the inspection detects that wood
and/or forest products put into processing are not
accompanied with vouchers proving the fawful

sourees of exploitation, purchase and sale thereof

they shall be handled according to the provisions ot
Clause 10, Article 1 of this Decres.

3. Persons who commit acts of violation prescribed
in thig Article shall, in addition to fines, have forest
products and means usad in the administrative
viclations confiscated according to the provisions of
ttem 12, Clause 9, Article 1 of this Decree.”

12. Yo amenit and supplement Article 23 ag
Fotiows:

"Article 23.- Sanctioning prinniples:

1. The persons competent to impose sanctions,
after determining acts of violation and thelr
seriousness, must basea themselies on the provisions
of Clauvse &, Article 3 of the Ordinance on Handling of
Administrative Violations and Clauses 1 and 2, Article
3 of the Government's Decree No.77/CP of November
29, 1988 on sanctions against administrative violations
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in the field of forest manaygement and protection and
forest product management 16 consider and decide
the appropriate forms and levels of sanction..

2 Apadministrative violafion shall be sanctioned
anly orce.

a/ A person who commits many adrministrative
violations shall be sanctioned for each of such
violations.

b/ If many persons commit the same adminis-

trative violation, each of them- shall be sanctioned:

therefor.

If administrative violation faji under the handling
competence of gne level, such level shall decide on
the sanctions. If one of the administrative violations
falls undef the sanctioning conipatence of the superior
jevel all dossiers $hall be passed over thereto for
handiing.

The decision on sarictioning shall comply with the
procedures prescribed in Article 48 of the Ordinance
on Handling of Administrative Violations,”

13. To amend and supplément Clauses 1 and
2 of Artitle 25 as follows:

“1. Forest products exploited, purchased, sold, stored
andior transportéd without vouchers proving their lawful
sources of exploitation, purchase or sale or with lawful
vouchers but different size or type or excessive quantity
or volume as compared to thé vouchers, shall be
confiscated for handling according to thé provisions of
Item 12, Clause 9, Article 1 of thig Decree.

2. Means {including the State-owned means) used
for iilegal trarisportation of forest products in the
fotlowing cases shall be confistated according to the
provisions of item 12, Clause 9, Articte 1 of this Decres,

a/ Committing violations in an orgamzed manner,
committing many violations or relapsing in the same
violation, opposing officials on duty, intentionally
passing througi ranger stations.

b/ Transporiing common and/or precious and rare
wild plents and/or animals (originating from the nature).

¢/ Using automobiles with fake number plates or
automobites without registration papei . issued by the
competent State agencies; designing double-
compartment, double- bottom and/or double-roof
vehicles in order to hide forest procducts, taking
advantage of goods transportalion to hide timber and
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forest praducts.”

14. To amend and supplement Article 28 as
follows:
“‘Article 29.- Complaint and denunciation:

1. Organizations or individuals subject to measures
for prevention of administrative violations prescribed
in Articles 38, 39, 41, 42, 43 and 44 of the Otdinance
on the Handling of Administrative Violations or
sanctions against administrative violations in the field
of forest management and protection and forest
product management shall have the right to cormplain
with the administrative decision-issuing agencies or
agencies of the persons having committed the
administrative violations when they have ¢ounds to
helieve that the issuance of decisions an the
application of measures for prévention of such
administrative violations contravene the law, infringe
ypon their legitimate rights and/or intérasts.

2. All citizens have the right to denounce to the
State agencies law violations in the field of forest
management and protection and forest product
management as well as the persons competent to
handle administrative viclations.

3. Upon receiving complaints and/or denunciations
from organizations or individuals, the persons
competent to handle such complaints and/or
dénunciations shall have fo basé themselves on the
Law on Complaints and Dénunciations as well as
relevant legal documents to settle them.”

Afticle 2.- The Minister of Agriculture and Rural
development shall have to guide the implementation

of this Decree.

Article 3.- Thig Decree takes effect 15 days after
its sighing. Articles from 4 to 13, Clauses 1 and 2 of
Article 25 and Artic’'e 28 of Decree No.77/CP of
November 29, 1996 cease (o be effective.

The ministers, the heads of the ministerial-level
agencies, the heads of the agencies altached to the
Government and the presidents of the Peaople’s
Cor . vittees of the provinces and centrally-run cities
shall have to implement this Decree.

O behalf of the Govarmneni
Primme Minister
FEAR VAR KAl



