OFFICIAL GAZETTE

No. 08 (10-02-2004)

THE MINISTRY OF NATURAL RESOURCES
AND ENVIRONMENT

DECISION No. 01/2004/QD-BTNMT OF
FEBRUARY 6, 2004 ON THE NATURAL
RESOURCES AND  ENVIRONMENT
MINISTRY’S ACTION PROGRAM FOR
MATERIALIZATION OF THE CONCLUSIONS
OF THE 6 PLENUM OF THE PARTY
CENTRAL COMMITTEE (THE Ixth
CONGRESS) AND THE GOVERNMENT'S



ACTION PROGRAM ON SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY

THE MINISTER OF NATURAL RESOURCES
AND ENVIRONMENT

Pursuant to the Government's Decree No. 91/
2002/ND-CP of November 11, 2002 defining the
functions, tasks, powers _and organizational
structure of the Ministry of Naturat Resources and
Environment: -

Proceeding from the conclusions of the 6
plenum of the Party Central Committee (the IXth
Congress) on contmued implementation of the
Resoiu{son of the 2”“ p!enum of the Party Central

devefopment of educat.'on training, science and
techno!ogy from now aﬂ 2005 and 20 10;

Pursuant to z‘he ane Mrmsrers Dacision No
188/2002/09 TTg of - December 31, 2002

matenaffzatfon of the conc!us:ons of the 6% plenum
of the Party Central Commrrtee (the 1xth Congress)
on science and rechnofogy, _'

At the prOposa;‘ of the director of the Science
and Technology Department,

DECIDES:

Article 1.- To approve the Natural Resources
and Environment Ministry’s Action Program for
materialization of the conclusions of the 6th plenum
of the Party Central Committee (the X1 Congress)
and the Government's Action Program on science
and technology with the following contents:

1, Major orienintions for scientific and

technological activities

a/ To establish scientific grounds for use as hasis
for the formulation of the system of fegal documents
and policies on management of natural resources
and environment along the direction of sustainable
development, for the formulation of strategies and
plannings on rationat and efficient exploitation and
use of each type of natural resource, and on
combination of the environmental protection with
the socio-economic development.

b/ To assess the effectiveness of the system of
policies and faws on the State management over

-natural resOurcas and envirohment thereby to
. propose the supplementataon and perfechc)n of the

- system of policies and Iaws on natural resources
Commftree (fhe VHI‘” Congress) on onenranons for

and environment, 80 as to make it closer fo the
realny of life and hrgh!y feasrbte

c/ To renew technologies and apply scientific

' advances ihua conirlbutlng to steppmg up the basic

- surveys; to ralse the quality of -investigation,
approwng the Govemmenfs Action Program for -

observation- ang forecasting’ of natura'- TesouUrces

'and enwronment in servlce of !he S0CIo-economic
development seCurlty and national defense.

o/ To acqelera_te the mod_ermzaﬂon of the natural
resources and environment branch so as o meet
the requirements of the cause of national
industrialization and modemization, to sirive to lift
the scientific and technological level of the natural
rescurces and environment branch to the advanced
level of the Southeast Asian region by the year
2010.

2. Objectives of scienlific and lechnological
activities in each field:

a/ Land:

To atucy the evolution of land use right as a



commodity in the socialist-oriented market
economy. 1o organize the survey and assessment
_of the current state and polentials of fand for use
as grounds for the formulation of institutions,
poticies as well as plannings and plans on land
use in conformity with the process of land use
restructuring in the period of accelerated national
industrialization and modernization. Te research
into and improve technologies a_nc_i bui!'d up the

rmulfi-purpose tand information_':systems (LIS) in :

service of socio-economic development.

bf Water resources

To survey and assess wafer resources, the

current state of explortail ) n'f-, use and-protection of

water resources m the Vletnamese territory and
m__:each river basin or key

terntorral waters

acapomic . zone t_ng as- basis for the

.determmatlon of- po!lcles ilnd the formulatron ofa

national strategy on water resources, the
-elaboration of overall p}annmgs and plans on

protection, explo:tat;on use and deve!opment of " compatibility with the riational economic coriditions.

water resources To research into and- apply new

technologies and advanced models in the general -
management of water resources in fiver ba_sm__s. :

To research into the relations between various

forms of water resourees, such'as rain water,

surface water, underground water and sea water
in some river basins and key regions to serve as
basis for management, protection, exploitation,'
rational use and development of water resource
and protection of the water environment.

of Geology and minerais:

To assess the present situation and make
statistics of mineral resources throughout the
country for use as basis for the determination of
policies, strategies and planning on exploitation and
rational use of mineral resources. To enhance the

researching capacity and step up the appiication
of scientific and technical advances and high
technologies in order to raise the efficiency and
reliability of the basic surveys on geology, minerals
and geological catastrophes and environment. To
step by step renew and invest in advanced
technologies and organize the application thereof

‘in order to evaluate deep mineral deposits.

¢/ Environment:

To formulate and improve the system of legal
documents and pollcies on, and measures for,
snvrronmental proiectlon in order to limit the

. pollution growth rate, remedy the envrronmental

degradatron currently occurnng m some areas and

'|mprove cne step the enwronmental quallty,
: ratlonal[y explort natural resources

ecologlcal balarice ata stable lev To fc'oﬁfiriue
researching |nto and supplymg sci ntific _"Fcli'nds
for formulating enwronmentai standards and criteria
for assessing the -en_:vrro_r_rm_entai impacts in

o/ Hydrology and metsorology:

To concentrate on developrng the hydrolegical
and. meteorof0glcal scuance and technology
capability along: the dlrectlon of modemization of
technolegies and methods in the observation, data
collection and readjustment, information and
communications and hydrological and
metearological forecast systems, in order to raise
the operational capacity, tum out hydroiogical and
meteorological products of high quality and
reliability, well serve the prevention of natural
disasters and the mitigation of consequences
thereof, protect the environment; and meet the

socio-economic demands.

ff Metrology and topography.



To research into and apply advanced
technologios to metrology and topography, raise
the capability to modernize the metrological and
topographical works in service of the cause of
industrialization and modernization, To perfect the
geographical information system (GIS) in service
of socio-economic development.

3. Principal tasks of scientific and
technological activities

a/ To research into the scientific bases for the
management of hatural resources in the market
economy and in the process of accelerated national
industrializ_atioﬁ‘and modernization.

b/ To sie‘p up the scientific and technological

research, raise the quality of basic surveys in such

fields as land, water resources, geology-minerals,
environment, hydrology and meteorology,
metrology and topagraphy; to raise the quality of
forecasts of geological catastrophes, environment,
climate, weather, assessment of existing naturai
resourcaes in. service of socio-economic
developmenf, exploitation; protection and rational
.2a of cach tvpe of -ahiral resaurces n gach

region.

¢/ To make general review and appraisal of
implementation of, and preparation for
amendments and suppiements of, the Law on
Environmental Protection, the Law on Minerals, the
Law on Water Resources, and elaboration of the
Law on Biofogical Diversity. To screen, amend,
suppiement, elaborate and improve the system of
-legal documents, technical rules and processes,
- systems of branch standards and sets of norms
and unit prices, aiming to enhance the
management tocls of the Ministry of Natural

Resources and Environment, in setvice of the

in oraer o promote tho reatvity i
potentials in basic surveys, forecasts and scientific

assessment of the quality and efticiency of the
domains of natural resource and environrment basic

suvey.

d/ To evaluate the present situation of the basic
survey domains and forecasts of the Ministry of
Natural Resources and Environment in generafand
potentials and demands for scientific and
technological developmant in particular, thereby to
formulate the development strategy and planning

_ of the natural resources and environment branch

till 2010 with orientations tilt 2020.

e/ To strengthén the organizational system, to
petfect the functions and tasks of the State
management agencies under the Ministry, the
research institutes, training estabfishments, other
business units, enterprisé.s _attachéd {0 the Ministry;

1o step by step separate the: State management
from non-business management,

/ To enhance the State manage.r'nent role of the
Ministry in combination with the elaboration of
regulations on democracy in management
agénéi_es, basic survey units, o_rganizations
engaged In scientific and technologiral activities,

ey i

researches into natural resources and environment,

g/ To study; elaborate and promulgate the
system of standards for assessing the natural
resources and environment in our country.

h/ To formulate a mechanism for cooperation
and coordination among the ministries and
branches in the domain of State management over
natural resources and environment. To elaborate
programs, projects and schemes on natural
resources and environment research and surveys
and propose the State to incorporate them in the



programs, plannings and plans on sustainable
development of regions and territorial areas.

4. Major solutions:

a/ Perfecting the State management apparatus,
research agencies and non-business units of the
Ministry:

- To assess the efficiency of operations of the
State management units in Charge'ef'lnaturat
resources and environment over_"th'e' recent time,
propose salutions to mod'ify"an'd"adiust the functions
and tasks of such units, so as to meet the branch
development requnements as well as the
management requirernents in the new penod.

- To review the funct‘[ons ana’ rasks of the aor- .

business units oonductmg basm surveys and the
research institutes, under the Ministry, propose
Mmeasures to. end overlaps m the basic survey and
scientific research work of the umis

-To study and establish sclentlflc and practlcal
foundations for. working out pJans on renewal and
reorganization of the units conduc_tl_ng_ basic sUrveys
on natural resources and environment, the training
establishmeiis, scientific and technological
research organizations to make them suit to the
characteristics of the Ministry of Natural Resources
and Environment. '

- To study and perfect the organizational systemn
of the local apparatuses in charge of management
of natural resources and envircnment.

h/ Developing the human resource:

- To work out plannings in association with plans
on training of the contingent of public servants as
well as cadres and scientific and technological
cadres in different forms and with different capital
sources in order to build up the successive

conlingent of cadres and remedy the current
shortage of cadres in the units under the Ministry.
To attach special importance 1o the raining of high-
level scientific and technological cadres in line with
the development orientation of the branch, and
promote the capability of young cadres in
combination with the employment of experienced
and high—_level cadres at home and abroad.

- On the. baéjs_ of the'State’s regulations on
personnel work, to coordinate with the functional
agencies in elaborating_' the_-r‘_eguiét_ions and policies
on use of publiceservant's'_-..i.n- generél -and scientific
and technological resea_r'ch'-"'cfadfe:s' i_n: particular in
conformity with the charaoterisf_ie's__'._pf the natural
resources and environment b"ranch'." '

¢/ Strengthening the researchlng capablllty and
equ;pment for seientific and technologwa! baszc
SUrveys ) ) T

- To deveiop the SCIBmlfIC and techno[oglcal
capacity of the natural: resourCes and environment
branch on the basis of absorblng advanced
scientific ‘and. technologlcal achlevements of
developed countnes whach arg euutahle to our
2amg time 1o

couinry's cond!i;.m S and At v
organize the reseaich into particular scigntific and

technological subjects of the Ministry.

- To concentrete efforts on organizing the
|mplementatzon of sc;entmc and technological
research sub;ects within the framewaork of the
State’s key programs in order to rationally tap and
use the existing scientific and technological
research capacity and equipment of the Ministry.
To introduce the research results of the programs,
projects and subjects into the practical production,
thus contributing to the formulation of mechanisms
and policies on rational and efficient use of natural
resources and on environmiental protecton.



- To formulate 2 mechanism for cooperation
among basie survey-conducting units and scientific
and technological research institutions of the
Ministr'y' in order to tap and efficiently use the
scientific capability of researchers as well as the
existing system of researching eqguipment to help
raise the quatity of basic surveys and forecasts,
thus meeting in time socio-economic development
requiraments.

- To attach importanbe to the application of
achievements of advanced {echnoiogies to the
basic research and survey domains in a way
suitable to-our country’s canditions, aiming to create
a firm basis for raising the quality of surveys and
forecasts, rationally .using natural resources and
protecting the environment.

_ To_'work out programs and plans on investment
in the'_c'Ons-o!idation of mater_ial-foundations,
machinefy,.‘equipmér_lt'andcdnditidns far scientific
and t:echno'logica'. research. for the basic survey-
conducting units, organizations engaged in
scienfific and technolog}_ca'l activities, research
institutes an_d aralysis _ceﬁters up to the advanced
level in the Southeast Asian reg_ion.

- To make preparation for, then proceed to, the
building of key laboratories of the Ministry in service
of the performance of basic surveys and tasks
under the scientific and technological programs as
well as the techno-economic programs, in order to
raise the survey quality.

df Raising the capacity to apply the information
technology:

- To step by step invest in and renew the
informatics equipment, raise the capability in the
domain of State management over natural
resources and environment, and satisfy the
requirements of the State’s administrative reform

program {(building et an e-government). To
computerize the public services related to the
system of legai documents, dossiers and licenses
to be provided in a convehient and quick manner
to domestic and foreign organizations and
individuals for operation in the natural tesourees
and environment fields.

- To build a system of scientific and technological
information and documents, etectronic libraries
specialized in natural resources and environment
at the Ministry’s Office and attached units.

- To build a épécia_li_zed of telecommunication
information-and infb_rméﬁon networks on the basis
of new achievemenis of telecommunications and
to informatfon-technoibgy,_- in order to increase the
transmission speed and to process information in
a quick, prompt and convenient manner at home
and abroad, thus méetin_gz__'th'e'z-higher and higher
requitemants, of proféssi’c:;'na!'-amiviﬁes in service.
of the Ministry’s State f_ﬁanagemem work.

- To build a database of the natural resources
and environment prarich on the basis of integrating
databases of the basic survey domains under the
Ministry’s managemeht. To huild the information
syslams, tocatrarea_netwgrks and intranets from
the Miriistry to its attached units, the provincial/
municipal Services of Naturai Resources and

Environment, and connect them with other

networks.

- To build a software system for the uniform
managenant of personnel, planning, finance-
accounﬁng, science and technology tn the units
attached to the Ministry.

o/ Stepping up the international cooperation in
the field of natural resources and environment:

- To appraise the current situation of international

cooperation in different domasins, propose solutions



to make the fullest use ot bilateral and multilateral
aids and agsistances for ihe successiul realization
of the Ministry’s policies, strategies, programs and
plans, thus contribufing to the implementation of
Vietnam's international commitmants in the field
of patural resources and environment as well s
the nationa! socio-economic development and
hunger elimination and poverty afleviation
objectives {ill the year 2010.

- To work cut plannings and long-term and short-
term plans on international cooperation in the fields
of natural resaurce and environment basic surveys
as wall as the development of the Ministry’s
scientific and technological capability.

- To s’_(udy'and -"orien__t_ the perfoarmance of
activities of creating and Teceiving in an efficient
manner all bifatéral and multitateral alt-sources on
the basis of inieméﬂonél-CQoperation plans which
are annually worked out.

- To propose _m’easures'to_' ratipnaily and
afficiently use the official development assistance
{(ODA) sources for Vietnam in the field of natural
resources and environment. - '

f/ Diversifying financial sources for scigniific-and
technological activities:

- To coardinate with the concerned ministries
and branches in formuiating mechanisims and
policies to diversify investment capital sources for
scientific and technological activities of the State
in general and of the natural resources and
environmeni branch in particular.

- To encourage the units attached to the Ministry
1o renew technoiogies, atiract and efficiently use
foreign investment capital sources for basic surveys
and scientific and environmental development,

- To encourage organizations and individuals to

cooparale with the units attached to the Ministry in
conducting natural resource and environment basic
surveys according to law provisions.

g/ Participating in the formation of a science and
technology market:

- To closely coordinate with the concerned
ministrles and branches in formulating and
perfecting mechanisms and policies {o promote the
development of a science and technology market
suitable to the socialist-oriented market gconomy,

- To study mechanisms and pd_!icie_s to step by
step commercialize products of basic surveys as
well as scienlific and technological research into
natural resources and environment. .

- To formulate a mechanism for selecting
ministerial-level sclentific and technological
research subjects according to the provisions of
the Science and Technology Law-:and;thé"Miﬁistry’s
management regulations. .

- To establish st’ép' by step d_rgénizatibns to
manage and support the 'd'eve_ioprhg_nt of the
science and. technology. market for natural
resources and environment in such domains as
consultancy, brokerage, setvice and technoiogy
transtfer; to attach fmportarce {o the development
of trademarks for a number of basic survey
products.

5. Key tasks:

a/ To continue building and strengthening the
system of arganizations performing the State
mahagement over natural resources and
environment to be strong encugh and clean,
especiaily at the district and grassroots levels. To
raise the quality, efectiveness and efficiency of the
State management over natural resources and



environment.

b/ To concentrate on the elaboration,
amendment and supplementation of legal
documenis in order to ensure their systematicality
and synchronism, and make them govern all issues
arizing from the State management over natural
resources and environment.

¢f To step up the scientific and techrological
research, raise the qua[ity.of basic surveys in the
flelds of land, water resources, geology - minerals,
environment, meteorology - hydrology, metrology
and topography, in parallel with the renewal of
organization and operaiibn mechanism of these
fields. To introduce information technology intc the
management of "n_atural resources and
environment, concentrating.on the formulation of
a database and a system of geographical
information and fand information on natural
resources and envirbnfné_ht.’ To work out and submit
to the Prime Minister the Strategy on deveiopment
of information technotbg_y i the' natural resources
and environment bran_c_:_h-.:'

d/ Jo attach impbﬁance to the training, fostering
and attractior: of managenal cadres and scientific
and technological cadres, especially those having
high qualifications in different fields.

e/ To expand, and raise the etficlency of,
international cooperation in order to enhance
resources, get access 1o capial sources, advanced
technologies, experiences of management and
training of personnel for the natural resources and

environment branch.

6. Key sciemiific and technological subjects
and projects till the year 2010

a/ Assessment of the present situation and

potentials of land in order to lay scientific grounds
for working out the pianning and plans on
restructuring the land use in service of national
industrialization and modernization.

b/ The evolution of land use right as a commodity
in the socialist-oriented market economy .

¢/ Study and assessment of the conformity of
law provisions on land {the 2003 Land Law and
guiding documents) with the actual land
management and use.

d/ Building of a iegal framework for the
formulation of the new tand Code.

ef F_{eseafch into and building of the modern
cadastral system of Vietnam,

f/ Sfatisiics and inventory of natural resources
and minerals; assessment of 1he'-;jre'sen1 situation
of exploitation*and use thereof; 'an'd' identification
of measures for -m'anagemem'and ‘investment in
mineral development. o

g/ Sustainable management of river basins.

h/ Building of models of environmeriial reatment
in industrial parks and some craft villages.

i Incorporation of environmentai protection
objectives in the planning on overall socio-
economic development of regions and territorial
areas.

i Elaboration of the planning on development
of environmental protection sector for use as basis
forirtegrating environmenial protection targets with
the hunger elimination and poverty alleviation and
comprehensive growth largets.

k/ Ulaboration of the scientific and technological
development planning of the Ministry of Naturai



Resources and Environment tifl 2010 with
orientations towards 2020,

I/ Building of the database of the natural
resources and environment branch.

m/ Building of the data and information system
in service of the State management over metrology
and topography.

n/ Planning on training and development of the
contingent of scientific and technological
researchers of the Ministry of Natural Resources
and Environment to meel the requirements of the
- modernization pracess and raise the scientific and
technological capability of the Ministry of Natural
Resources and Envircnment.

Article 2.- Organization of implementation of the
Program

1. The Science and Téchnology Pepartment
shall assume the prime respori'sibility for, and
coordinate with the Ministry’s Office, the
Depariments, Bureaus, !nsﬁtutes, Centers and
other units attached to the Ministry in, organizing
the thorough study of this Program. of Action.

2. Basing themselves on this Program of Action,
the units attached to the Ministry shall work cut thair
own specific plans and organize the implementation
thereof,

3. The Science and Technology Depariment
shall have to regularly urge, inspect and monitor
the impiementation of the Program by the units,
promptly review, assess, draw experiences and
propose measures to overcome difficulties and
solve problems in the course of implementation.

Article 3.- Implemeantation eflect

This Decision takes effect 15 days after its
publication in the Official Gazette.

The directors of the Ministry’s Officg4nd the
Science and Technolagy Department as well as the
heads of the units attached to the Ministry shall
have to implement this Decision.

Minister of
Natural Resources and Environment
MAI Ai TRUC





