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THE MINISTRY OF NATURAL RESOURCES
AND ENVIBONMENT

DECISION No. 04/2004/QH-BTNMT OF APRIL
5. 2004 AFPROVING THE ACTION PLAN ON
THE CONSERVATION AND SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOFMENT.OF SUBMERGELD AREAS IN
THE 2004:2010 PERIOD

THE MINISTER OF NATURAL RESDYRCES
AND ENVIBONMENT

Fursuant to the Law on Environmpnial
Protegtior: of Gecember 27, 1993,

Fursuant ta the Govertinent’s Degrea No, 91/
2002/ND-CP of November 11, 2002 defining the
functions, tagks, powers and organizational
Structurs of the Ministry of Natural Resources and
Environment;

Fursuant o the Government’s Dgcree No. 109
Z003/ND-CFP of September 23, 2003 on the
conservation and sustainaple development of
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submarged areas;

Pursuant 1o the Frime Minister's Deniston No.
845/TTy of December 22, 1895 approving
“Viptnam's action plan on bio-diversity”,

At the propoesais of the director of the
Environmental Frotection Department and the
diraetor of the / egal Depariment,

DECIDES:

Anticie 1.- To aporove the Agtion Plan on the
Congservatien and Susiainabiy Devélopmeny of
Subrmerged Areas indne 2004-2010 period with the
tattowing priatipal contenig:

1..Objestives

a/ Overall ghlectives

The congefvation and sustdinabisidevelobment
of submériad Breag In Viginain il 1o meet the
requirementt ¢n eggio-eoonomia development,
huriger alimingtion and pbveily alleviation, and
proteclion ot natural raggufcds, environmant and
his-diversity.

b/ Specific objestives towards 2006

To perfec a mechanism for inter-branch
cotrdination [n thé gonservation and sustainable
development of submeryeu areas,

- To integrate the issue of carsatvaton and
sustainabie development of submerged areas into
legal doguments, which are being elaborateq,
amangeéd or supolemented, especially the Law on
Ervironmernial Protection, *he Law on Forest
Frotection and Develgpiment, the Caw on Minerals,
the Law on Waler Rascurces and the Law on Bio-
Diversity.

To work out pglicies to encourage local
inrabitants to participate in the conservation and
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susteinabie development of submerged areas.

- Te ¢laborate and appiy guidzances on
conhservalio and sustaipable davelopment of
submerged land In partizuiar submerged arcas.

= To build a catabase ot important submergad
areas.

- To huild up models of smart yse and

sustainabls deve'cpment in apecms submgrgad"'_

areas for different ecologica! systemr

the awareness of submeuged Iand
of Specific Ob)ectwes t0wardé 2010

- To pedect the systam of ;ﬁoﬁ&res and iaws ﬂnd_
the systam of agencma performing thfg Stafa-’.____,

management ovar submargad land

- To draw up: a plarning cm submerged araas_-:._--
for conservatfon aﬁd somgaamnomic devefopmam_ - elaborauon andfor amencmam ot legaf Bnm}nsms
: : ._'re ated -

o zone of fc-i pr&e@tﬁon submeiged areaﬁ of'- 5 demiﬂpment ot slibmd tged lﬁﬂd,;

fnternational ar nationad fmpoﬁaﬁée To mcraase_ .
the acreage of Subimerged land coﬂs;ervaucn zones x

with spaciay ’mﬁﬁhtm pa‘d tD iha ﬁmwwaﬁaﬁ v}
" gevelopment of submergéd Jand iy oﬁrﬂoatvmhty

:wr‘rh focal practical mndmons and character]stlr‘s

purRoses, L T

sutmerged areas of internatignat-and nasional

importance, to restora’ rmponam éu.;nmerged araas_:

which have been ceteribr’ated

- To axperiment anrf w:deiy apply maﬁela of
smart use and sustainable. development of

submerged tand in specific submerged areas to _

differert ecclogical systems,

- Tonuiid and peifecta databa@é an sybmerged

{and nationwids.

- To soc.alize aclivities of cansatvaticn and
suatainable deveiopment of suzmerged areas.

2, Action programs in the 2004-2010 period

Frogram 1. Building and perfecting the system
of poicies and irstitutons on submarged land
managemarnt
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- To clearly define responsibillties and powers
of, and mechanism of coordination among, varicus
brancnes and levels in the management,
conservation and use of submerged land,

- To enhance the capacity of the system of State

manageinent over submergad land fram the central
to grassroots levels for performance of the assigned

-functiong and tasKs

- -Toel abvrate and promulgate policies and laws

on consewanon and 3u9tamabfe develcpmert of

- Tawaork cut and lam@ﬁt ! rammsn rais;n o
™ g o g-."submerged Iand.

: s.Js!amabla deuelopment and cahse"va:fon of

ta incorpmate plang on

submerged land i national, brani:h and local socio-
ssonomic devefopment plann.ngs

E To !ncorporate lhﬂ fasue Of -gﬁ:maérgﬁtwn ang

. 'sustainable devalopmenl of 'aubm&t'ged araas. in

socio-economic dewaiﬁpmént strd‘egié?; aiid_tha

'Suaiamab!e

Do

to Mn&arva!ion and

.

- To mncretlze agq efficlamly ;molemem the
sraie s slrﬂtagres plaﬂs amf péiicies a,a wau as law
pmVISIOHS rahat“ed tt:e Goﬂseﬁvahon and su&!amable

T;\ pramurgats and ei’ndgn:‘y implemem the

' Heguiallon on conzervation and restoration of

supmerged areas of international or national
imporianca, T work Olig-and matenalize resioration
and co'nser\'fa'tion-_pfan; as well as solutions in
campatibility wit_h_" the 'imp;}rtance and vulnarability
axtent of diffgrent submerged areas.

Program 2. Invenioryirg and huilding a database
and making a pla~nirg on congervation and
sustainable devslopmsenl of subhmeiged arcas

- To pericdically inveory and updale the actial
situation of submerged land (acreage, distributizn,
volume, typas, value, furctons, 2ic.) and ta map
submerged iand fcr use as basis for a plannirg on
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the use, ¢onservation and management of
supmerged land accoremy to the national and
nternational stancards.

- To conduct surveys 01 natural, economic ana
social conditions and bio-diversity in important
submerged areas; to deternire and list submerged
areas of international pr national importance and

submerged areas endango red at differeint dggrees‘ .
to list rare ‘and meclaga bmmgvoat spmias and:

' pc:pulamns lwmg in. :aqlg}s‘rargsd areas in t:cm-r tc
draw up a conapwatiaﬁ plar; AL i
- To makg, aﬁti sybmrt 1o tl‘é Gwemmeni for

promulgaisn & g of §g;tame rgad la nd nonaar%ﬁch

zanes in n&@@j prfbteﬁﬂﬁn, et )
e Tq bbns’ideta‘dhgyeleet 28 submargg“d -,ar&é
of ing rp&ﬁb’&él .mﬁprtance propaaed 10°ba
rampmz&ﬁ' s thip Rimsar 20n0s. L
1 h&ﬂﬁ and Teéulaﬂy up«:lala a dambaae on -
sub ma?gécl aronb 1o useiee basls for lormuldtio
ot plbrm.ngs aﬂd p!am w‘? t.i@g submerged e for -
the pqrgoses at- t;mﬁgrvatrm amd sustamaqw
' 'developﬁ'i%m af submfgaﬂ area L
- To maxe g pjanmng o0 ¢Gnservatinn add

sustainable; dmu;prg»eng of each Bubme'ged @;@a, :

-Whlch covers: ﬂ‘l& de’f&f‘m&’mﬂon of con33rvatr¢3n an&

sustaznable déwelbpmen!mlﬁﬁtamns and ab]echvés‘ -

the determination of 'sogpe and acreage of -
subimerged areas; the deldrmmnation of ¢ontents of

canservaticn and sustainabje {1evelopme::{1;j¢‘fv
submerged ‘and: the determination of prncipal

measures for gonservation and sustainable
developmeant of submered 1and; and foracasting and
warning on the envoonment and measures lo
prevent, avoid and reduce adverse impacts on e
environtnent.

- To assess the environmenlal impacts of socio-
eConGmIc ceve'opmen: pragrams and pro,ects in
submerged areas of inlernational ar national

importance,

"t

‘ measures tr;*
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Prograrn 3. Building and widely applying models
of snart Use of submerged land

- To build models of amart use of submerged
tand cn the pringiple of socip-ecansmic efficiency,
ecclogical systems stabllty and halance andg bio-
diversity pmtecllon
oo Stﬁrp up propagation, drssemmaﬁon and
wl‘da appfioatron of models of smarnt use of

"_'Mbr’ﬁaréeﬁ tahch Ta integratc models. of smari use

ot éubn}efged i‘aaq inlo the: general coastal Zone
managament ¥ bas,n mana(;s ment. bio- diversny
':"QOnserﬂlion errd dlﬁer p@ﬂrams -

. jﬁrarnaﬁonat and ndvonaf mﬁmuanca and restpﬁng
ydetﬂriaraied lmpom sxﬁ?ﬁe&fged ArgAs:

PR~ - Ta determihg: ‘I‘té wu}ﬁﬁﬁmty extent of

s '-f"&;zzmeiﬁa& argas ggnﬁﬂi;ﬁ*bé?\éﬁls trought about

by fhg Iﬁatumttoh ahd g0 f!?ﬁi h &t sucmarged

gfﬁdﬁ I@%Wﬁ-b@?i? &)r”th‘q%ng ug plans and-
§er{maﬁd rﬁstom sv.?orrerged land,

‘!’o step ngﬁ Jﬁiﬁ G{msarvamh of submerged

:aaeas of' lhterna’i onal and naﬁonat importance,

espwialw gpgslﬂc submbfgﬁd land ecotagical
gyste'ma by ;ﬁéth&d Qf* "pprc::achmg the ecok}glCa
agétemé SIS I S . :
ot 4‘:3 raatnre and Imprr;wo submerged land n ng
and spadihr- e(’;ok‘)gicﬂl and bio-divergity areas. o
diversily forms of sonservation and restoration of
si;bm;-}rged arégs, 1o bring about the biggest socin-

“goonarle, envirommreniat and ecolagical benefits.

- To work ot and apply methods of evalualing
tha damage of submerged lanc due to external
irmpacts and highly efficiant methods of submarged
fand restoration and conservation.

Prograum 5. Raising lhe scietific research
capahility along the priority orientations, meating
tha r2quirerments on management of conservation

and sustainavlte development of submergad and
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- To formulate and Implement a plannlag on the
network and a plan cn development of, agencies
conducting scientTic research into suomerged land.

- To medernize macerial bases, laborataries and
staliong for cbeervation of, and rgssarch into,
submerged land.

- To incor‘pdrata aotivities of m::nitoring

range recornaissanca tes hmlog}-} o

submsrged iand

submergod lartd

conservation and'
submerged land

' 3tamab§e dsvaiapment of

- To formulaie prqgramg ern ral&ing the

comprehensive awarenags about management of -
-+ To mstttutlonahze mtemaﬂonai comiritments

o mlated to submerged dand iy accordance with the
' _faws and pra“hcal c:mnﬁltlons in Vietnam.

ccpaarvation and sus alrabia davelopment of
gsubmerged land. T
« T divarsify fon‘ns and meaaures tc— raigs thg

comprehensive awareness about $ubme|ged lang

suitaple to each subject,

- To build a network of propagation and
gisseminalion for ratsing the awareness abouyt
submergad land with the participation of $0cio-
palitical and socia-gratessianal arganizalions as
well as mass organizations and inciviglals,

- Ta create ait favorable conditions for the
sharing of irformaticn and transfer of measures to
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manage the conservation and sustainable
deveopment of submerged land {0 the concernad
organizations and Indiviguals.

- To build and perfect a network for raiging the
awareness about submerged land, irciuding
anvirgnmenial education ceniers, Mmuseums,
national parks, conservation zones, €co. ogica'l

submerged areas’ changes in the system of natural _'_“‘”""ﬁ“ sites, information cemters, mass media
resoLrce. and envirorment Supﬁws,ﬁn (bY |;,ng*-_-:-__agenmes and chﬁr raleyam agencies.

- T8 tram aﬁd fc»smf a conungem of officials

- To build and !ram a cantmgem of *.smantlfic :':'P*"f“”“‘”g the woik of WQPE‘Q‘”‘“""’ and

rasoarchers who havé high quahfica!ions and '
 capability to selll: n'batter& related to susta;nabia._

development, smaq usa and canservahoﬁ cf_ g
R L "caoperation in%Mwaofsuqtamabledauefoment

-Ts diverslfy and; imanca !ha wark of sr:}ienﬁﬁé; _'":_C‘f aubmerged }a“d

research and gfsnerat Survay: an atibméi'ged land, ~
to appy palﬁ:‘inh 1o encouraga ac;en;r'ta:-}_' policléa ta. ﬂ{ygrs:fy saurcah for mvssfmam in
creativenass i 1he figiet. gk sustainable’
devetopmegt, smart usa and cqhsawation of_-______ g
. o T formuiate anti rmp!&ment multniatéral and
Program 6. Hmsmg 1he awargneas abou. the - bllateral cdaperaﬁan pmgrama and prafects to
© diversify. investmant; provlda tet:rmcaf Assistance
-~ apd tranister teghnolugl@a, tr&i?a and axthange

: ;‘oﬂim&ls in samm it)f' aﬁagsmanto‘ consewation

dzsseminatian fv]' ralsmg tha awarenesﬁ about

éubmelged land:

ngram 7 Rar&ing tl*e emmency ofintemattonal

= Tc: résearch mtc. an:l propcrsa mechanisma and

* gonservation arrti” sustalnabl‘e daveiapmem of

submérged land

-;::,\‘ . _;

3‘101 sustamnble develapmenl of Bdbmergm land

% To build th maln body's capability to
lmptement the Ramaar Convention and mobilize
different resources for the fulfillment of nternatioral
sommitments releted to submarged land, which
Vietnam has acceded to.

3, Priority projects

The selection of priority projects shall be based
on the scope of impacts and possibility of wide



Na. 11 (19-4-2004)

application nationwitde of projects. in the 2004-2010
period, nine (9) projests mentioned in the Appendix
to this Decisign shall be given priority for
implementation of the Plan’s astions.

4, lmplemenfa_tian phases

The Plan shall bé carrlad out in 2 phases: The
first phase lasts from 2004 to 2006, and the 5econv
phase lasts from 2007 1 2{)10 Each pnugvam shall
be moritared and egaluated ac@omﬂng 0 the sot

objectives, The*fimt t‘},omprehéﬂs:ua ovaluation of

the Plan's ufpjpgrémanon shall be camed 01.! in
2006 and. e rSQ gﬁd t*timprehemwe evaiuation
shall be- caméq) mﬂ i 2010, in cambination with
the. prepataﬁnﬁ‘ cf tﬁe F’lan on conssrvahon and
sllstainazsi’e*dweiopmem of suan‘ua rged land for the
next decadd. -

AM¢I&&~Qrgg?izaﬁan of irﬁpiamanfaﬂon

The Mtnls:,i;y Qi‘ ﬂg‘turai ﬁesowcea aru‘!
Enwronment shéﬂ ﬁgsui'ne tha prime res;mnsntultty
for, and, cm;rdmate with tg: mimsmeq branches
and localities i g;gani;mg the fmplementation of
this Plam; Anduaély, fffo Mmiarry of Naturai
Resources anf @qwrdnmem shall coordinate with
the Ministry of Plannur?g and [nvestment as well a8
ministries, br&néhes and maliﬂm i considering
and evaluating the mplemeniaaon of thg Agtion
Plan on (,on;ewatiorx and Sub\ainabie

Development of Submerged Aréas in thei"f '04-_"

2010 pariod. Tha thstt‘y__.ﬁf Natwal Resoutces and
Environment snall coordinate the monitoring and
avaluation process in order to ayjust or supplement
in fime this Action Plan.

The congerned ministries, branches and
lozalitieg shall, accerding o their rasoective
functions and tasks, coa-dirate with the Miniatry of
Nalural Resources and Environment in organizing
the implamentatizn of the Action Plan.
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Financial spuices for implemsmaticn of this
Aclion Plan include Siate budget allocations,
‘unding from international cooperation programs
and projects, funding provded as support by
organizations and individuals, and othar sources,

Article 3.- This Decisicn takes implementation
effect 15 days after its publication in the Official

Gazslie.

" Article 4. Tt:-é ‘ministers, the heads of the
mm:atenal‘levek Mﬁciem tha heads aof the
Governrnenvatta‘”qﬁgq Q&mies, the presidents of
the pmvincuamﬂuﬁh‘ipa} -Padple’s Cominittees as
well as thd concematt ergﬁ‘nﬁahqns and individuats

el

 shall hava to implenignt thid Degision.

Mmisfgr bf b)#m}‘ﬂfﬂe‘eoumes and
€y
'MArAlTRUC

Appendix

LIST QF PRIORITY PROJEGTS ON
CONSERVATION AN SUSTAINABLE

" DEVELOPMENT OF SUBMERGED AREAS IN

" _THE 2004-2010 PERIOD

(Promulgated together with Decision No., G4/
4/QD-BTNMT of Aprit 5, 2004 of the Minlster
of Naiural Rasources and Enviramtien)

Project 1. Enhancing the system of palicies and
aws on, and capability of State management over,
sutmerged fand
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- The managing agenacy: The Ministry of Natural
Resources and Environment.

- Coordinating agencies:

+ At the central level: The Ministry of Home

Afiairs, the Ministry of Planning and Invesiment,
the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development,

+ At local ievei Thie ﬁ; vmglaﬁnwnicipa!
Services of Natural Regﬁ En
-theprovmcnalfmumcapg ghicas of Aqriculiu

Committees: o]
districts and 69

Ministry of Fisheries..

- Coordinating agenmes

+Atthe central levek: The Mm(suy qf Sc.lencé a,nd: S

Techno!ogy Vietnam’ Institute” bf Science and
Technology, Vietnam Union of Scientitic and
Technical Associations, universities and other
research institutions, and international organizations.

+ At local fevel: The Services of Natural
Resources and Environment, the Services of
Agriculture and Rural Development, the Services
of Science and Technology and the Services of
Fisheries of the provinces where exists submerged

ihe Mm\sny of Fmshenes \hetnam Umon of
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land.

Project 3. Formulating a planning on sustain-

‘able development of particular submerged areas

- The managing agency: The Ministry of Natural
Resources and Environment.

= Coordinating agenoies:

rgfh \{‘etnam leon

Y

tgfic.f' ‘d Te?hnicams% 'siat‘ihhéa;_

_ | "wéff |

T Mlmstry of

& Wi .__}\men1 the Mm'.stry of
Science and Technoiagy, Vietnam Union of
Scientific and Technical Associations, universities
and international organizations,

+ At local level: The People’s Committees of all
levels, the Services of Nalural Resources and
Environment, the Services of Agriculture and Rural
Development, the Services of Fisheries, and the
Ranger Sub-Depariments of the provinces where
exists submerged land.
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Project 5. Researching into and evaluating the
economic value of submerged Jand in service of
conservation and sustainable development of
submerged land

- The managing agéncy: The Ministry of Natural
Resources and Environmenit,

: Coordinaling age'n'éiés

Vietham Umon of Smenhf:c and Technlcal Assooia—'
tions, universities and international organizations.

+ At [ocal level: The People’s Commitiees, the
Services of Natural Resources and E_nvirbnment, the
Services of Agriculture and Rural Development, the
Services of Fisheries, and the Ranger Sub-
Departments of the provinces where exists submerged
land.

Project 7. Building and consclidating a network

\‘:HQSOUTGQS and Enwronmant the Ministry of -
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of establishments conducting scientific research
into submerged land

- The managing agency: The Ministry of Science

~ and Technology.

. Coofdinating agencies:

+ At the central level: The Ministry of Natural

@mﬁgm, the Services
f’;-?‘he' Serwces of

and ‘Trammg' the. Ministry of Scnence and

Technology, the Mimstry of Agricuiture and Bural

! 3 :-__-Deveiopment the Ministry of Fisheries, the Ministry
3, - of Culture and Information, Vietham National

Administration of Tourism, Vietnam Institute of
Science and Tedhnoiogy, Vietnam Instituie of Social
Sciences, Vietnam Television Station, the Radio
Voice of Vietnam, central newspapers, universities
and international organizations.

+ At local level: The Services of Natural
Resources and Environmeni, the Services of
Education and Training, the Services of Agriculture
and Rural Development, the Services of Planning
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and Investment, the Services of Fisheries, the
Services of Culture and Inlormation, newspapers,
radio and tclevision siations of the provinces where
exists submerged land, the management boards cf
the Ramsar zones, nasional parks and submerged
iand congervation zones,

Project 9. Fé':ai'si_ng the imain bﬁdy’s capabillty to
implement the Ramsar Convantion

-The managmg ﬂganoy Th& Mir‘hstry of Namral'
Resources and £ nwranmem

- Courdinating ageﬁci@s:?' _:

+ At the cemrai 'éye -Tt;e Govemment Qiﬁce.

Prannmg and mvasjmem* fha Mlmsw af Finanoe _

the Ministry of Agﬁéﬂlfuré ahd Rura] Developn‘rent.
the Ministry: of; Flslipries, and interpdtional
arganlzatlonﬁ

+ At lccal‘!evai Tﬁé Peopf'é’ ;Gommittéés. the
Services of halurai“ﬁéseufggs ams ‘r‘»nvironm@ _____
the Services of Agricultira and. Flural Eiévalopment
the Services of Pétarinmg and Invsstmani ihe
Services of Emﬂﬁge aﬁt& the 3Bmices of Pisherres
of the provinges whqre axidt the ﬁ‘amsar #0res:~
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