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THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT

DECISION No.53/2008/QD-BNNOFAPRIL
21,2008,PROHIBITINGACTS OF ADDING
WATER OR WATER-RETAINING
ADDITIVES TO FROZEN FRESH FISH
:PRODUCTS IN ORDER TO COMMIT
TRADE FRAUD
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THE MINISTEROFAGRICULTUREAND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT

Pursuant to the Governments Decree No. 01/

2008/ND-CP nf JI1J1Uflry! J 2oot{ dpjinihg the

functions, tasks, powers and organizational
structure ofthe Ministry ofAgriculture andRural
Development;

Pursuant tothe Government's Decree No. 1281
2005/ND-CP of October 11, 2005, on the

sanctioning Qf administrative violations in the

fisheries domain;

Pursuantto the Governments Decree No. 1541
2{)()(jfND-CP of December 25. 2(}()6. amending

Article17ofDecree No. 12812005/ND-CP;

Pursuant to the Prime Ministers Directive No.
0612007ICT ITg of March 28, 2007, on the
application of urgent measures to assure food

hygieneand stifety;

At the proposal ufthe dinaxor vItireNWiunnl

Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries Quality

Administrative Directorate ofvietnam,

DECIDES:

Article 1.- To prohibit acts of adding water or
water-retaining additives (spraying, injecting,
soaking or impregnating phosphate or non­

phosphate substances) to frozenfresh fishproducts
in order to commit trade fraud in quantity, and
strictly handle these acts according to current

provisions oflaw.

Article 2.- Enterprises which have installed

equipment for spraying liquids or water-retaining

additives atworkshops processing frozen fresh fish
products shall, before May 25, 2008, reporton the

reasons for and purposes of the use of such

equipment to the MinistryofAgriculture and..Rural
Development (the National Agriculture, Forestry

and Fisheries Quality Administrative Directorate

ofVietnam).

Article 3.- To assign the National Agriculture,

Forestry and Fisheries Quality Administrative
Directorate of Vietnam to assume the prime

responsibility for, and coordinate with the

MinislIy'slnspectorateandccm:ernedilllO"ciesar1l
units in:

1. Conducting inspection to detest the acts

mentionedinArticle 1ofthis Decision at6lte'lprises
prccesslng Irozen Iresh fllih products (~pt:GiaUy

enterprises processing Sutchi catfish and Basa
bocourti). If detecting equipmentfor~yingor
injectingliquidsor water-retainingaddidlies: arthese

workshops andenterprises failtoadequeelyjustify
the use of such equipment under technological

processes intheHA..cCP plan,revoki~ decisions
recognizing establishments' satisfaction of food

hygieneandsafetystandards, and,atee.sanetime,
stopping thegrantofcertificates ofexjlO!toffrozen
fresh fishproducts to theseenterprise>, which are
required by their markets, until they cmnpletely

dismantle theequipment.

2. Checking the content or water-retaining

additives (phosphate ornon-phosphate .w."""",,)

in frozen fresh fish products (especi<llly Sulchi
catfish and nasa bocourti). Ifthis content csseede

the limits prescribed in the Health Ministry's

Decision No. 374mOO1QD-BYT ofAugust 31,
2001, and importers' regulations (appliO"lbte rn

exportedgoods), handlingviolations in accordance
withArticle 1of the Government's DecreeNo. 1541
2OO6IND-CP ofDecember25,2006,and_
provisions oflaw.
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3. Publicizing on the industry's media names
ofcntcrplises that violate theprovisions of'Articjes
1 and 3 of thisDecision.

Article 4.- This Decision takes effect 15 days
after its publication in ''CONG BAa."

Adkk5.-The directorof theMinistry'sOffice,
the dacccor of lite: National Agriculture, PUH::~IlY

and Ptsheries QualityAdministrative Directorate
ofVtetmlrn heads of unitsunder theMinistry, and
aquatic. prndur.t (IToc~ssnT'~ and trarlers sha11

implementthis Decision.

Ministero!
Agricutture andRural1JeJ'elop1lU!nt

CAODUCPHAT
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