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DECISION No. IOO/2008/QD·BNN OF

OCTOBER 15,2008, PROMULGATING

THE REGULATION ON FERTILIZER

PRODUCTION, TRADING AND USE

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE
AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT

Pursuant to the Government's Decree No.

Ol/lOO8hVD-CP of January 3, 2008, defining

thejunctiotlS, tasks, powers and organizational

structurt of the Ministry of Agriculture and
Rural Development;

Pursuant to November 21, 2007 Law No.

05flOO7JQH12 on Product and Goods Quality
of the Xlfl- National Assembly, the~ session;

Pursuant to the Government's Decree No.

1l3/20()JIND~cr of October 7, 2003, on.

management of fertilizer production and

trading;

PurSUQ1l.t to the Government's Decree No.

191120071ND-CP of December 31, 2007,

amending and supplementing a number of

articles of the Government's Decree No. 1/3/

2003/ND-CP of October 7, 2003, on

management offenilizerproduction andtrading;

At the proposal of the Director of the

Cultivation Department,

DECIDES:

Amcte 1.- To promulgate together wtth this

Decision the Regulationon fertilizerproduction,

tradingand use.

Article 2.- This Decision takes effect 15 days

afteritspublication in"CONGBAD" andreplaces

theAgriculture andRuralDevelopment Minister's

Decision No.3612OO7/QD-BNN ofApril 24,2007,

onfertilizer production. tradingand use.

Article 3.- The director of the Office of the

Ministry, thedirectorof theCultivationDepartment,

the director of the Science and Technology

Department, directors of provincial-level

AgricultureandRural DevelopmentServices, heads

of concerned units and concerned organizations

andindividuals shallimplementthisDecision.

For the Minister of

Agriculture and Rural Development

lIice Minister

BUI BA BONG

REGULATION ON FERTILIZER

PRODUCfION, TRADING AND USE

(Promulgated together with the Agriculture and

Rural Development Minister's Decision No.

10012008lQD-BNN of October 15, 2008)

Chapter I

GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article1.- Scope of regulation
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ThisRegulation applies to fertilizer production,

processing, trading, use and qualily managcmem,

announces the list of fertilizers permitted for

production, trading and use in Vietnam (below

referred to as the fertiliGc"l" li."it) am] assigns

responsibilities ofstatemanagementoffertilizers,

exceptinorganic fertilizer production.

Artkle 2.- Subjectsof application

Domestic and foreign organizations and

individuals engaged in theacnvines specified in

Article 1 in the Vietnamese territory shall

implement thisRegulation.

When treaties (0 whichVietnam has acceded

otherwise provide,thosetreaties prevail.

Chapter II

FERTILIZERQUALITY
MANAGEMENT

Article 3.-Announcement ofapplied standards,

certification and announcement of technical

regulation conformity

Domestic fertilizer producers and importers

shall:

1. Announceapplied standards underArticle

23of theLaw onProductand Goods Qualityand

labelgoodsaccording to the lawongoods labeling.

2.Have fertilizers specifiedinAppendix 1 to

this Regulation certified arid announced for

technical regulation conformity.

3. The order of and proceduresfor certifying

and announcing technical regulation contormny

comply with the Science andTechnology Minister's

DcGi.'iian Nu. 2412007/QD-BKHCN ofSeptember

29, 2007, promulgating the Regulation on

certification of standard conformity and technical

regulation conformity and iUlilUUIIGClII(;nt uf

standard conformity and technical regulation

conformity.

4. Register their written announeement on

technical regulation conformity of fertiseers at the

provincial-level.AgricultureandRural Development

Service of the locality where they are

headquartered undertheguidanceofAppendix2

to this Regulation (notprimedherein'.

5.Fertilizer specificationsrelatedtofnodsafety

and hygiene such as heavy metal, harmful
microorganisms and growthstimulants. must not

exceed thelimits setinAppendix 3 to thisRegulation

(not printed herein).

Article 4.- Fertilizersamplingand analysis

1. FCIUliL.Cf sampling for quality analysis and

inspection

aJFertilizers must be sampledaccording to the

methodindicatedinannounced applied standards.

Whenannouncedappliedstandards do notclearly

specify the sampling method, samples must be

takenaccording toVietnam standards, oraccording

to branch or international standards if Vietnam

standards an:unavailable;

hi Fertilizers mustbe sampledby a personwho

is recognized or designated to take charge of

fertilizer sampling.
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2. Quality analysisand inspectionof fertilizer

samples

aJ To be conducted according to the analysis

method specified in written announcements on
applied standards on fcrtilrzcrs. When such

announcementdoesnotclearlyspecify theanalysis

method, toapplyVietnamstandards, or branchor

intmmltiDnal standards if Vietnam standards arc

unavailable;

bl To be conducted by laboratories or

accreditation organizations recognized or

designated by competent stateagencies.

ATtIt:Je5.- S~fieatiUJJS ll:Ubj~llucompulsory

examination, allowable quantitative errors,

compulsory quantitative specifications, units of

calculation.

1. Specifications subject to compulsory

examination ofelements s~c.ifif':rl in announced

applied standardson fertilizersor onthe fertilizer

list

allnor13allic. fertilizers, including mono- and

multi.-element fertilizers:

- Total N (N ) content for nitrogenous
IS

terttlizers~

- Effective p 205 (P20Shh) content for

phosphatic fertilizers;

- Soluble ISO (ISOht) content for potassic

fertilizers;

-Calciumcontent calculatedin CaorCaOfor

calcicfertilizers;

-Magnesiumcontent, calculatedinMgorMgO

for magnesian fertilizers;

- Sulfur content, calculated in effective S for

sulfuric fertilizers;

- Silicon content, calculated in effective Si02
forsilicic fertilizers;

Contents of trace elements: Bo (B); copper

(Cu); iron (Fe), manganese (Mn); molybdenum

(Mo)andzinc (Zn) ineffectiveform for fertilizers

registered to contain these elements;

- Biuretcontentfor urea fertilizer;

-Freeacidcontentfor superphosphate fertilizer;

- Cdcontent for importedphosphate fertilizer.

hi Organic, mineral organic and bio-organic

fertilizers ~

- Moisture(forpowderfertilizers);

- Totalorganiccontent;

- N
ls

content for organic and bio-organic

fertilizers;

- N~. P20Shl' and ~OlJl contents for mineral
organicfertilizers;

• Contents of humic acid and biological

substances {or bio-organic fertilizers made from

peat;

- Decompo for organic and bio-organic

fertilizers (due to changes of temperature of

fertilizers ina certainperiod);

- pHwm for organic and bio-organic leaf

fertilizers;

- Contents of heavy metals including arsenic

(As), cadmium (Cd), lead (Pb) and mercury (H g)

forfertilizers madefrom urbangarbage,industrial

wastefromfarmproduceandfoodprocessingand

waste from animaI raising:
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-Density ofharmfulmicroorganisms including

E. Coli, Salmonellaand Coliformforfertilizers made

from urban garbage; industrial waste from farm

produce and food processing and waste from
animal raising.

c/ Microbiological organic fertilizers and

microbiological fertilizers:

- Moisture(forpowderfertilizers);

-Total organic content, for microorganic organic
fertilizers;

- Densityof registeredusefulmicrobiological;

-Density ofharmful microorganisms specified
atPoint b. Clause 1of thisArticle;

- Contents of heavy metals specified at Point

b, Clause 1 of this Article, for microbiological
organicfertilizers.

dI Leaf fertilizers with or without growth

It;gulator; growing medium; additives; fertilizer

efficiency-boosting substances;water-absorbent

substances; soil improvers:

- To examine quantitative specifications

specified in written announcements on applied

standards or specifications specified in thefertilizer

list for each type ofproduct above;

- Contents of heavy metals specified at Point

b, Clause 1of thisArticle;

- Contents of heavy metal s specified at Point

b, Clause I of this Article for leaf fertilizers of
organic origin andgrowing medium.

Regulation (not printed herein).

3. Unitsof calculation of fertilizer elementsare

specified in Appendix 4 to this Regulation (not

printed herein).

Chapter III

FERTILIZER LIST

Article 6.- Conditions for fertitizers to be on

thefertilizer list

1. Tested fertilizers recognized by the

Cultivation Department asanewtechnical method
(newfertilizers).

2. Fertilizers which have not been testedbut
meet the following crireria:

aJ Singleor multiplemacro-element fertilizer

with totalnutrientcontent Nts + P20Shh +~0ht ~

IH%;

b/Multiplemacro-elementfertilizers with total

nutrientcontent N", +P205hh + ~Oltl ~ 18%added
witheitherof secondaryelements,trace elements

and organicelements< 10%or wittlall thesethree
elements;

c/ Secondary-element root fertilizers

containing a separate element with a content of

~ 5% or 2-4 nutrients of effective Ca, Mg, S,

Si0
2

with a total content of'> 10%;

dIMicro-element rootfertilizers containing-one
ofthefollowing nutrients with a contentof at least:

2. Allowable quantitative errors and

compulsory quantitative specificationsforfertilizer

elements are specified in Appendix 3 to this

B:200mgfkg (liter)

Cu::JUOrnglkg (liter)

Co: 50mgfkg (liter)

Fe: lOOmgtkg (liter)
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Artick 7.- Supplementationandmodification

ofthefett.ilia:a list

1. Once every 3 or 6 months, the Cultivation

Deparrrsanr ~h~11 pTOpo~e the Minister of

AgricultureandRural Development tosupplement

andmodify thefertilizer list.

3. Fertilizers created by scientific research

projectsaccreditedby a ministerial-or state-level

Scienceand1echnologyCounciland recognized

as new fertilizers. Dossiers of fertilizer list

registration are specified in Appendix 5 to this
Regulation (not printed herein).

Mn: 500mglkg(liter) Mo:5mglkg(liter)

Zn:500mglkg(liter),

ofAgricultureand RuralDevelopment;

dI Throughtwoconsecutiveexaminations in a

year fertilizers found to contain elements and

contents of nutrients failing to meet announced

applied standards.

4. Registrationon the fertilizer list is valid for

fiveyears. Three months before theexpiration of

this time limit, fertilizer owners shall make re­

regislration.

Chapter IV

FERTILIZER PRODUCTION, TRADING
AND USE

Article 8.-Fertilizerproduction andprocessing

2. Modification and supplementation of the

fertilizer fist cover:

aJAddingfertilizers specifiedin Clauses I and

3,Articlef of thisRegulation to thefertilizer list.

bl Changing or adding names of fertilizers,

fertilizer OWIJerS and units laking over production

technologies for fertilizers alreadyonthefertilizer

list.

3.The following fertilizers shall be removed

fromthefertilizer list

oJFertilizers no longer ex.isting on themarket;

bIThe useof fertilizers found to beharmfulto

production, environment and food safety and

hygiene;

cIFertilizers on the fertilizer list of which the

registrnoon timespecified inGause 4of thisArticle
expires,butarenotre-registeredwiththeMinistry

1.Fertilizerproduction conditions:

Organizations and individuals producing

fertilizers (other than inorganic fertilizers and

traditional organicfertilizers) mustfully satisfy the

conditions specifiedinClause 4,Article 1ofDecree
No lQIl2007JN1)-CP.

2.Fertilizerprocessing conditions:

Organizations and individuals processing

fertilizers (other than inorganic fertilizers and

traditional organic fertilizers) mustfully satisfy the

conditionsspecifiedat Pointsa, b, d ande, Clause

4,Article 1of Decree No. 19112007/ND-eP.

3.Fertilizers permittedforproductioninclude:

a1Thoseon the fertilizerlist;

bl Those used for testing under testing

registration certificates and written requests for
fertilizer production fortestingunderthe guidance
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of Appendix 7 to this Regulation (TUJ! printed
herem):

d Those forexportundercontracts withforeign

partners.

Artkle 9.- Fertilizer trading conditions

1. Fertilizer traders that fully satisfy the

conditions specified in Article 19of DecreeNo.

113f2003/ND·CP may trade in fertilizers on the
fertilizer list.

2. Fertilizers circulatedon themarketmustbe

labeled in accordance with the law on goods
labeling.

3. Fertilizer agents shall carry out agency
procedures under the CummeiclalLaw. Fertilizer

sellers shall comply withtherightsandobligations

specified inthe Law onProductandGoods Quality.

4. Organizations and individuals wishing to

advertiseafertilizer on themass mediashallcomply

with theadvertisement law and are subjectto the
Cultivation Department's verification of the

truthfulness of fertilizer information before the

fertilizer is advertised.

Artkle 10.- Fertilizeruse

1.Fertilizers permittedforuseinclude:

aI Thoseon thefertilizer list.

b! Fertilizers in the testing period may onlybe

usedaccording to testing registration certificates.

dTreated traditional organic fertilizers meeting
food safety and hygiene and environmental

sanitation requirements.

2. Fertilizers must be used according to the

production process promulgated by competent

agencies or recommendations of fertilizer
producers.

3. Fertilizerusemustensurehighproductivity
andfood safety withoutpolluting theenvi'ronnlent.

Article11.· Fertilizerexportand import

1. Fertilizer export and import comvly with

Clause5,Article 1of DecreeNo. 191!.!Xl7fND..
CPandotherrelevantregulations.

2. The Cultivation Department's: written

approval is required for theimportof:

aJ Newfertilizers for testing;

bIMaterialsbeingfertilizers orothermaterials
not on the fertilizer list for the production of the

following fertilizers:

. Thoseon thefertilizer list:

. Thoseforexportundercontracts withforeign

partners;

cl Fertilizers used exclusively fer sports

courses;

dI Special-purpose fertilizers, \I,lbich are

domestically unavailable, of foreign-invested

companies for production purpose within these

companies;

eI Fertilizers as sample goods, gifts or for

scientific researchor testingpurposes.

ff Testedfertilizers which are proposed by a
Science andTechnology Council tobe recognized

© VIETNAM LAW & LEGAL FORUM



38 OFFICIAL GAZETTE Issue nos 06-<l7/0ctober 2008
(GOng Baooos585-586rOdOOer27, 2008)

as new technical methods (new fertilizers) and

recognizedby theCultivationDepartmentasnew

fertilizers pendinginclusion in the fertilizer list

3. A dossier of fenilizer import registration

comprises:

at An import registration application made

according to the form in Appendix 8 to this

Regulation (not printed herein);

hi A technical declaration made according to

the form in Appendix 9 to this Regulation (not

printed l'luein);

cIAbrief introductionon technologicalplan.

elemcntsund utilitiesof the fertilizer (the foreign

languageversion and theVietnamese translation

notarized cr certified by a registered translation

establishment).

Artkk 12.- Renaming of units taking over

prochJction technologyandunitstakingoverfertilizer

ownership

1.Registration ofrenamingof unitstaking over

fertilizer production technology must meet the

followingrequirements:

at Fertilizersare on thefertilizerlist:

hi There is a relevant transfer contract in

compliancewiththeLaw onTechnologyTransfer

enclosed with detailing documents.

2. Registration ofrenamingofunitstakingover

fertilizer ownership must meet the following

requrrements:

aIFertilizersareon the fertilizerlist;

hi TII!:;IC is all ownership right transfer contract

incompliancewith theCivilCode.

3. Organizations and individuals registering

renaming of units receiving full transfer or units

takingover fertilizerownership right specifiedin

Clauses 1and2of this Article shall submitadossier

to the Cultivation Department. Such a dossier

compnses:

aIA registration application madeaccordingto

the form in Appendix 10 to this Regulation (not

printed herein);

bIAtechnology transfercontractor ownership

transfercontract between involvedpartiescertified

by competemauthorities (whensuch cenification

isrequiredby law);

4_Tht"_ r"ltiv~tint1 Oep::lrtment ~ha" evalllato"_

dossiers and propose the Minister of Agriculture

and Rural Development to add such changes to

thefertilizer list.

Chnpter V

ASSIGNMENT OF RESPONSmILITIES

AND HANDLING OF VIOLATIONS

Article 13.-Responsibilities of theCultivation

Department

1. To draft, propose competent authorities to

promulgate,and organizethe implementationof,

legal documents, mechanisms and policies on

fertilizer production (except inorganic fertilizer

production). trading, useandqualitymanagement.

2. To act as the key agency in assisting the
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Minister in the state management of fertilizer

production (except inorganic feni.lizer production),

trading, useandqualitymanagement.

3. To grant and withdraw fertilizer import

permits accordingto Clause 2, Article 11 of this

Regulation.

4. To grant and withdraw registration

certificates of domestic fertilizer production for

testing.

5.Tomakethefertilizer listandsubmitit to the

Ministryof Agriculture and Rural Development

for promulgation.

6.Tocollectregistration dossiersof fertilizers

which arenotsubject to testing butmeetthecriteria
specified in Clauses 2 and 3, Article 6 of this

Regulation foraddingto thefertilizer list.

7. To collect and manage fertilizer information

and materials, to propagate and disseminate the

law on and experience in fertilizer production,

trading dud use.

8.Toorganizeexamination and inspection of,

andhandle violations of regulations on, fertilizer
production and tradingconditions (exceptinorganic

fertilizer production) and violations ofregulations

onfertilizer quality and use.

9. To enter into international cooperationon

fertilizer production, trading, qualjtymanagement

anduse(exceptinorgamc fertilizer production).

10. To verify and certify the truthfulness of

fertilizer i nforrna tion rp;eiste:re:rl fnr

advertisement.

Article 14.- Responsibilities of the Science,

Technology and. EnvironmentDepartment

1. To coordinate with concerned agencies in

organizing research into and application of scientific

and technological advances to fertilizer-related

activities (except inorganic fertilizer production).

2. To organize the elaboration of technical

regulations and standards on fertilizers.

3. To carry out international cooperarion on

research into and application of scientific and

technological advances tofertilizer-related activities

(except inorganic fertilizer production).

Article 15.~Responsibilities of'provircial-level

Agriculture and Rural Development Services

1.Toforecast fertilizer demandof theirlocalities

under the unified guidance of the Cultivation
Department.

2. To assume the prime responsibility for
~j,stiLJg fJIUVjudal-Ievd Peuplt:':.; Cull ,mitlel:;SIu.

J1Perfonning thestatemanagement offertilizer

production, tradingandquality management guiding
theproperand efficientuseof fertilizers with less

environmentalpollution;

I'VRxaminine, inspecting, and hand1int.violations

of regulations on, production conditions(except

inorganic fertilizer production), andfertilizer trading,

quality, labelingandadvertisement by organizing

workshops, buildingdemonstration models and

adopting regulations onfertilizer use, andreporting

examination andinspection results to theCultivation

Department.
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3. To coordinate with other local functional

branches in assisting provincial-level People's

Committeesinperformingthe statemanagement,

examination and inspection of, and handling of

violations of regulations on, inorganic fertilizer

production and trading.

4. Toreceivefertilizerproducers' and traders'

written announcements on technical regulation

couforrmty of fertilizer quality according to

Appendix. 11 to this Regulation (not printed

herein).

5.TQ report to the CultivationDepartmenton
1\X'a.I organizations" and individuals' fertilizer

production trading,useand qualityin December

every year.

Article 16.- Responsibilities of fertilizer

producers traders and users

1. Fertilizerproducers, traders and usersshall

comply withDecreeNo. 11312OO3JND-CP, Decree

No. 191I2oo7/ND-CP, thisRegulation andother

relevant laws.

2. Fertilizer producers and importers shall
aJUlOUDCe'appliedstandarcs ongoods labelsorother

media accordingto the lawon goods labelingand

theLaw Qtl Product and Goods Quality; ensure

that goods quahty meets me standards displayed

ongoodslabelsonlywithallowableerrorsspecified

in Appendix 2 to this Regulation (not printed

herein).

3. In December everyyear, to report on tlIeir

fertilizerproductionand tradingtotheprovincial­

levelAgriculture andRuralDevelopment Service

of the locality where they are headquartered.

Article 17.- Handlingof violations

1. Organizations and individuals violating

regulationsonfertilizerproduction andtrading shall

be handled pursuant to the following legal

documents:

af Violations of regulations on fertilizer

production and tradingconditions shallbehandled
according to Decree No, 06/2008IND-CP of

January 16, 2008, promulgating theRegulation on

administrative sanctioning incommercial activities.

hi Violations ofregulations on fertilizer wetgnt

and quality shall besanctioned according to the

following docwnents:

~ Articles30,40 and 66 of theLaw on Product

andGoods Qualityanditsguidingdocuments;

-The Government'sDecreeNo. 12612OO5/ND­
CP of October 10, 2005, on administrative

sanctioning inmeasurementandproductandgoods
quality;

- Decree No.9512007/ND-CP ofJuly 4,2007,

amendingandsupplementing a numberofarticles

of the Government's Decree No. 126J2005/ND­

CP of October 10, 2005, on administrative

sanctioning inmeasurement andproductand goods

quality;

- Decree No. 3712005/ND-CP of March 18,
2005, onproceduresfor takingcoercivemeasures

l.U t::I1fUI\;C aWliinlsuarlVI;; sanctioning decisions.

2. For imported fertilizers failing to meet

announced appliedstandardsor relevantVietnam
technical regulations:
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- To compel re-export or destruction of those

containing heavy metals, hanuful uilcroorganlsrns

and other hazardous substances at a level higher

than prescribed;

-Tocompel re-processingtomeet announced

applied standardsor use only as materials for the

productionof other fertilizersfor fertilizersother

than those specified at Point a, Clause 2 of this

Article. TheCultivation Departmentshallpropose

schemesto handIesuchfertilizers, designate units

tosupervise thescheme implementation andreport

thereon to the Minister of Agriculture and Rural

Developmentfordecision on handling.

4.Organizations andindividuals thatabusetheir

positions andpowers to commit acts ofviolating

this Regulation or other acts against the law on

state management of fertilizers shall, depending

on the nature and severity of their violations,be
handled according to law.

Article 18.*Transitional provisions

1.Whileincirculation anduse,newlyproduced

andimportedmustmeet compulsoryquantitative

specifications specified in Appendix 3 to this

Regulation (notprinted herein) from the effective
date uf thisdocument.

2. Fertilizers on the fertilizer list already

produced, imported, circulated and used prior to

the effective date of this document whtch have

quality specifications not in conformity with

compulsory Quantitative specifications !Ittified in

Appendix3to thisRegulation (not prinIed herein)

may be traded according to the announced

standards until October 31, 2009. Past this date,
theproduction, import, circulation anduseof these

fertilizersmustcomply withcompulsory quantitative

specifications specifiedin thisRegulation.

Forthe Ministerof

Agriculture and Rural Developmem

Vu:e Minister

BID BA BONG

Appemliy 1

List of fertilizers subject to certification and announcement of technical
regulation conformity

(Attached to the Agriculture and Rural Development Minister's Decision
No. l00l2008lQD BNN ofOctober 15,2(08)

No. Type of fertilizer Specifications subjectto certification and
announcement of technical regulation conformity

1 Urea - Biuret content

2 Superphosphate • Free acid content

3 Imported phosphate - Cadmium content
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4 Organic - Total organic content

- Moisture (for powder fertilizers)

- Nt< content

~ pHHZO (for leaf fertilizers)

5 Bio-organic - Total organic content

- Moisture (for powder fertilizers)

- N, content

-Decompo

- Contents of humic acid and biological

substances (for fertilizer made from peat)

- pHH20 (for leaf fertilizers}

6 Mineral organic - Total organic content

- Moisture (for powder fertilizers)

- Total contents N ts+ P20Shh+ Kl~l; N l.+
P205lth;N lS+ K 20ht; P205hh+ K20ht.__.- - -

7 Microbiological organic - Moisture (for powder fertilizers)

~ Total organic content

~ Density of each type of useful microorganism

8 Microbiological ~ Density of each type of useful microorganism

9 Fertilizers added with growth ~ Content of each growth regulator

r€&ulators - Total content of growth regulators

10 roc organic; mineralorganic; • Contents of heavy metals including

microbiological organicand bio- arsenic (As), cadmium (Cd), lead (Pb)
organicfertilizers madefrom urban and mercury (Hg).
garbage. industrial waste from farm - Denstty of harmful microorganlsms iucludiug
produceand (000 processing. waste E.Coli, Salmonella and Coliform.
fromanimalraising

'" Notes: The technical regulation for each specification is specified in Section b,

Appendix 3 to this Regulation (not printed herein).
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