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FOREWORD

The livestock industry is increasingly becoming
important contributing 42% to the agricultural
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and employing
over 50% of the population in rural areas.
Livestock production in Zambia has
tremendous potential due to the country's vast
resource endowment. However, the
productivity of the sub-sectorremains low.

Livestock in Zambia is predominantly under
smallholder production systems. These systems
are constrained by poor animal husbandry
practices, disease outbreaks, low livestock Hon. Prof. Nkandu Luo - MP
population, inadequate animal nutrition and

poor access by animals to watering points, compounded by effects of climate
change. The country also faces stiff competition from more advanced livestock-
producing countries in the Southern African Development Community (SADC)
region, resulting in threats of imports of relatively cheaper livestock products. Despite
these constraints, these systems have sustained the livelihoods of the rural
communities for centuries.

During the implementation of the Second National Agricultural Policy (SNAP) there
were emerging issues in the livestock industry that needed to be addressed. The
Government recognises the need to improve the productivity of the livestock
industry in line with Vision 2030 that aims at making “Zambia a prosperous middle
income country” and to make Zambia a better place forall.

In order to attain this vision, the Government has developed a National Livestock
Development Policy, which outlines the vision of the Government and its aspiration
to be "A smart and value-centred livestock industry”. The Government commits itself
to making the necessary legislative and regulatory reforms and creating a
conducive business and investment climate in the in livestock industry. In the
implementation of this Policy, the Government will continue working with all
stakeholders.

|, therefore, wish to call upon all stakeholders to actively participate in the
implementation of the Policy to contribute to achieving the vision of the livestock
industry.

Mo

Hon. Prof. Nkandu Luo, MP
MINISTER OF FISHERIES AND LIVESTOCK
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