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Act 
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Article 1
The purpose of this Act is to encourage the flourishing and efficient utilisation of commercial stocks within Iceland's exclusive fishing zone and thus ensure secure employment and settlement in the country.
Article 2
For the purposes of this Act, commercial stocks shall include all those marine animals, as well as marine vegetation, which are presently utilised or may eventually be utilised within Iceland's exclusive fishing zone and are not covered by specific legislation.
Iceland's exclusive fishing zone includes the ocean area extending from the low-water line to the outer limits of Iceland's exclusive economic zone (EEZ) as defined by Act No.41, of 1 June 1979, concerning the Icelandic territorial sea, exclusive economic zone and continental shelf.
Article 3

Foreign vessels are prohibited from all fishing within Iceland's exclusive fishing zone. These provisions shall not, however, restrict rights which have been or may eventually be granted to other states pursuant to international agreements.
Article 4
Only Icelandic vessels holding commercial licenses to fish in Iceland's exclusive fishing zone in accordance with the provisions of the Fisheries Management Act No. 38, of 15 May 1990,as subsequently amended, may pursue fishing within the exclusive fishing zone.
Article 5
Icelandic vessels are prohibited from fishing with bottom trawl, pelagic trawl and Danish seine in Iceland's exclusive fishing zone except in those fishing regions and fishing periods listed in this Article, provided that the Minister has not exempted specific regions from such fishing. The reference line, as referred to here, shall be a line encircling the country between the following points:
     1. Horn (base point 1) 66°27'4 N – 22°24'3 W 
     2. Selsker (lighthouse) 66°07'5 N – 21°30'0 W 
     3. Ásbúðarrif (base point 2) 66°08'1 N – 20°11'0 W 
     4. Siglunes (base point 3) 66°11'9 N – 18°49'9 W 
     5. Flatey (in the bay Skjálfandi) (base point 4) 66°10'3 N – 17°50'3 W 
     6. Mánáreyjar (Lágey) (base point 5) 66°17'8 N – 17°06'8 W 
     7. Rauðinúpur (base point 6) 66°30'7 N – 16°32'4 W 
     8. Rifstangi (base point 7) 66°32'3 N – 16°11'8 W 
     9. Hraunhafnartangi (base point 8) 66°32'2 N – 16°01'5 W 
     10. Langanes (base point 9) 66°22'7 N – 14°31'9 W 
     11. Skálatáarsker 65°59'7 N – 14°36'4 W 
     12. Almenningsfles 65°33'1 N – 13°40'5 W 
     13. Glettinganes (base point 10) 65°30'5 N – 13°36'3 W 
     14. Norðfjarðarhorn (base point 11) 65°10'0 N – 13°30'8 W 
     15. Gerpir (base point 12) 65°04'7 N – 13°29'6 W 
     16. Hólmur (Seley) (base point 13) 64°58'9 N – 13°30'6 W 
     17. Skrúður (Þursi) (base point 15) 64°54'1 N – 13°36'8 W 
     18. Papey (lighthouse) 64°35'5 N – 14°10'5 W 
     19. Hvítingar (base point 18) 64°23'9 N – 14°28'0 W 
     20. Stokksnes (base point 19) 64°14'1 N – 14°58'4 W 
     21. Hrollaugseyjar (base point 20) 64°01'7 N – 15°58'7 W 
     22. Ingólfshöfði (base point 22) 63°47'8 N – 16°38'5 W 
     23. Hvalsíki (base point 23) 63°44'1 N – 17°33'5 W 
     24. Meðallandssandur I (base point 24) 63°32'4 N – 17°55'6 W 
     25. Meðallandssandur II (base point 25) 63°30'6 N – 17°59'9 W 
     26. Mýrnatangi (base point 26) 63°27'4 N – 18°11'8 W 
     27. Kötlutangi (base point 27) 63°23'4 N – 18°42'8 W 
     28. Lundadrangur (base point 28) 63°23'5 N – 19°07'5 W 
     29. Bakkafjara (shed at submarine cable point) 63°32'3 N – 20°10'9 W 
     30. Knarrarós (lighthouse) 63°49'4 N – 20°58'6 W 
     31. Hafnarnes 63°50'6 N – 21°23'5 W 
     32. Selvogur (lighthouse) 63°49'3 N – 21°39'1 W 
     33. Krýsuvíkurberg (lighthouse) 63°49'8 N – 22°04'2 W 
     34. Reykjanes (auxiliary lighthouse) 63°48'0 N – 22°41'9 W 
     35. Önglabrjótsnef 63°49'0 N – 22°44'3 W 
     36. Stafnes (lighthouse) 63°58'3 N – 22°45'5 W 
     37. 1 nautical mile due W of the Garðskagi lighthouse 64°04'9 N – 22°43'6 W 
     38. Malarrif (lighthouse) 64°43'7 N – 23°48'2 W 
     39. Dritvíkurtangi 64°45'0 N – 23°55'3 W 
     40. Skálasnagi 64°51'3 N – 24°02'5 W 
     41. Öndverðarnes (lighthouse) 64°53'1 N – 24°02'7 W 
     42. Skor (lighthouse) 65°24'9 N – 23°57'2 W 
     43. Bjargtangar (base point 33) 65°30'2 N – 24°32'1 W 
     44. Kópanes (base point 34) 65°48'4 N – 24°06'0 W 
     45. Barði (base point 35) 66°03'7 N – 23°47'4 W 
     46. Straumnes (base point 36) 66°25'7 N – 23°08'4 W 
     47. Kögur (base point 37) 66°28'3 N – 22°55'5 W 
     48. Horn (base point 38) 66°27'9 N – 22°28'2 W 
The rights granted to fishing vessels to pursue fishing with bottom trawl, pelagic trawl and Danish seine within the Icelandic exclusive fishing zone shall be based on their size and power index. Vessels are divided into three classifications based on their size and power index, as follows:
Class 1: Fishing vessels of 42 metres in length or longer. In addition, all fishing vessels with power index 2500 or over.
Class 2: Fishing vessels over 29 metres but less than 42 metres in length, with a power index less than 2500. Furthermore, fishing vessels less than 29 metres in length, with a power index of 1600 or greater. This classification shall also include fishing vessels of 39 metres or less in length licensed for trawling on this basis in accordance with Article 3 of Act No. 81, of 31 May 1976,on fishing in Iceland's exclusive fishing zone, provided there has been no increase in their power index since 1 June 1997.
Class 3: Fishing vessels less than 29 metres in length, provided their power index is less than 1600. In addition, fishing vessels of 26 metres or less in length licensed for trawling on this basis in accordance with Article 3 of Act No. 81, of 31 May 1976,on fishing in Iceland's exclusive fishing zone, provided there has been no increase in their power index since 1 June 1997.
Where reference is made in this Act to the power index of a vessel, this shall be based on its calculated power index. If a vessel is equipped with a shrouded propeller (Kortz nozzle), its power index shall be calculated as follows: HP X PD. If a vessel is not equipped with a shrouded propeller, its power index shall be calculated as follows: 0.60 X HP X PD. HP means the registered power of the vessel's main engine in horsepower; PD means the diameter of the propeller in metres. 

The Icelandic Maritime Administration shall maintain a register of the power index of vessels fishing with bottom trawl, pelagic trawl and Danish seine which shall be used as the basis for determining harvesting rights in accordance with this Article.         Where reference is made in this Act to the length of a vessel, this shall be based on its maximum length according to the measurements of the Icelandic Maritime Administration.
Bottom trawl and pelagic trawl as referred to in this Article shall mean trawls used to fish the main demersal species in Icelandic waters and shall not include trawls used for nephrops, shrimp or pelagic species. Detailed provisions on the type and outfitting of fishing trawls and Danish seines shall be set in a Regulation.
Should two or more vessels fish using the same bottom trawl, pelagic trawl or Danish seine their harvest rights pursuant to this Article shall be based on their combined length and sum of their power indices.
The regions and periods during which individual classifications of fishing vessels, cf. the second paragraph of this Article, are permitted to fish with bottom trawl, pelagic trawl or Danish seine shall be as follows:
A. North Iceland.
All classifications:
A.1. Year-round from a line due north from Horn (reference point 1) to a line due northeast from Langanes (reference point 10), outside of a line drawn 12 nautical miles beyond the reference line.
A.2. Year-round outside of a line drawn 12 nautical miles beyond the low-water line of Grímsey.
A.3. Year-round outside of a line drawn 12 nautical miles beyond the low-water line of Kolbeinsey (67°08'80 N – 18°40'60 W).
B. East Iceland.
All classifications:
B.1. Year-round from a line due northeast from Langanes (reference point 10) to a line due east from Hvítingar (reference point 19), outside of a line drawn 12 nautical miles beyond the reference line.
B.2. Year-round outside of a line drawn 5 nautical miles beyond the low-water line of Hvalbakur (64°35'80 N – 13°16'60 W).
Classifications 2 and 3:
B.3. Year-round outside of a line drawn 6 nautical miles beyond the reference line due north from Langanes (reference point 10) to a line due east from Glettinganes (reference point 13).
C. Southeast Iceland.
All classifications:
C.1. Year-round from a line due east from Hvítingar (reference point 19) to a line due south from Lundadrangur (reference point 28), outside of a line drawn 12 nautical miles beyond the reference line.
C.2. The period from 1 May to 31 December from a line due east from Hvítingar (reference point 19) to a line due south from Hvalnes (64°24'10 N – 14°32'50 W), outside of a line drawn 4 nautical miles beyond the reference line.
C.3. The period from 1 May to 31 January in the area between a line due east from Hvítingar (reference point 19) and a line due south from Ingólfshöfði (reference point 22), outside of a line drawn 9 nautical miles beyond the reference line.
C.4. The period from 15 September to 31 January in the area between a line due south from Ingólfshöfði (reference point 22) and a line due south from Lundadrangur (reference point 28), outside of a line drawn 4 nautical miles beyond the reference line.
Classifications 2 and 3:
C.5. Year-round outside of a line drawn 4 nautical miles beyond the low-water line of fast land from a line east from Hvítingar (reference point 19) to 18°00'00 W.
In the area between a line drawn south from Stokksnes (reference point 20) and 15°45'00 W fishing is not, however, permitted within 6 nautical miles of land during the period 1 May to 30 September.
C.6. Year-round outside of a line drawn 4 nautical miles beyond the reference line from 18°00'00 W to a line due south of Lundadrangur (reference point 28).
Classification 3:
C.7. Year-round outside of a line drawn 3 nautical miles beyond the low-water line of fast land from a line due east from Hvítingar (reference point 19) to 18°00'00 W.
C.8. Year-round outside of a line drawn 3 nautical miles beyond the low-water line of fast land from 18°00'00 W to a line due south of Lundadrangur (reference point 28).
D. South Iceland.
All classifications:
D.1. Year-round outside of a line drawn from a point at a distance of 12 nautical due south of Lundadrangur (reference point 28) to the point 63°08'00 N – 19°57'00 W and from there to a point at a distance of 4 nautical miles due south of Surtsey (63°17'60 N – 20°36'30 W).
D.2. Year-round outside of a line drawn from a point at a distance of 4 nautical due south of Surtsey to a point at a distance of 5 nautical miles due south of Geirfugladrangur (63°40'7 N-23°17'1 W).
D.3. For the period from 1 August to 31 December outside of a line drawn from a point at a distance of 4 nautical due south of Lundadrangur (reference point 28) to a point at a distance of 4 nautical miles due south of Surtsey.
Classifications 2 and 3:
D.4. Year-round outside of a line drawn from a point at a distance of 4 nautical due south of Lundadrangur (reference point 28) to a point at a distance of 4 nautical miles due south of Surtsey.
D.5. For the period from 16 May to 31 December outside of a line drawn 4 nautical miles outside of the reference line due south of Lundadrangur (reference point 28) to a line due southwest from the Reykjanes auxiliary lighthouse (reference point 34).
Classification 3:
D.6. Year-round outside of a line drawn 3 nautical miles beyond the low-water line of fast land from a line due south from Lundadrangur (reference point 28) to a line due south from the Reykjanes auxiliary lighthouse.
E. Reykjanes and the Faxaflói region.
All classifications:
E.1. Year-round from a point five nautical miles due south of Geirfugladrangur and outside of a line drawn five nautical miles clear of Geirfugladrangur to a point 64°43'70 N – 24°12'00 W.
E.2. For the period 1 November - 31 December outside of a line drawn 12 nautical miles from the reference line in an area delimited in the south by a line drawn due south from the auxiliary lighthouse at Reykjanes (reference point 34) and in the west by a line drawn due west from the auxiliary lighthouse at Reykjanes.
Classifications 2 and 3:
E.3. Year-round outside of a line drawn 4 nautical miles beyond the reference line from a line due southwest of the auxiliary
lighthouse at Reykjanes (reference point 34) to a line due west from Malarrif (reference point 38).
F. Breiðafjörður.
All classifications:
F.1. Year-round outside of a line drawn from a point 64°43'70 N – 24°12'00 W to a point 64°43'70 N – 24°26'00 W and from there to a point at a distance of 12 nautical miles due west of Bjargtangar (reference point 43).
Classifications 2 and 3:
F.2. For the period from 1 June to 31 December outside of a line drawn 4 nautical miles outside of the reference line from a line due west of Malarrif (reference point 38) to a line due west from Skálasnagi (reference point 40) and from there to a point at a distance of 4 nautical miles due west of Bjargtangar (reference point 43).
Classification 3:
F.3. For the period from 1 January to 31 May outside of a line drawn 4 nautical miles outside of the reference line from a line due [west] from Malarrif (reference point 38) to a line due west from Skálasnagi (reference point 40) and from there to a point at a distance of 4 nautical miles due west of Bjargtangar (reference point 43).
F.4. For the period from 1 September to 31 December outside of a line drawn 4 nautical miles outside of the reference line on Snæfellsnes, to the north of a line due west from Malarrif (reference point 38) and outside the reference line between the Öndverðarnes lighthouse (reference point 41) and the Skor lighthouse (reference point 42). To the north this region is delimited by 65°16'00 N.
G. West Fjords.
All classifications:
[G.1.]1) Year-round from a line due west from Bjargtangar (reference point 43) to a line due north from Horn (reference point 48), outside of a line drawn 12 nautical miles beyond the reference line.

 1)Act 127/1997, Article 1.
Article 6
Notwithstanding Article 5, fishing with Danish seine may be permitted closer to shore than provided for in Article 5 in accordance with special permission from the Directorate of Fisheries. Only vessels of less than 42 metres in length, and having a power index of less than 2500, may be granted such permission; the Minister shall set detailed conditions for the granting of permission pursuant to this Paragraph in a Regulation.1) The Minister may set general and region-specific rules for the purpose of encouraging efficient utilisation of fishing stocks, taking into consideration the fishing with other types of gear which is pursued in the regions concerned. The Minister may, for instance, decide to limit permission to specific regions and that only a specified number of vessels may be granted permission to fish in a specific region, only vessels registered in that region, vessels of a specific size or type, or vessels which have previously pursued fishing with Danish seines. The Minister may also, upon receiving
the opinion of the Marine Research Institute, decide that fishing with Danish seines in a specific region shall be based on the utilisation of a specific species of fish.
Should it be regarded as necessary to limit the use of a specific type of gear in order to ensure rational utilisation of the stock pursued, or due to damage which its use could cause for the utilisation of other stocks, the Minister may, in a Regulation,2) decide to make fishing using this type of gear subject to special permission from the Directorate of Fisheries. The conditions for the granting of such permission shall be prescribed in a Regulation and shall be subject to the provisions of the first paragraph as appropriate.
1) Reg. 788/2006, cf. 283/2007. 2) Reg. 438/1999, cf. 577/1999, 600/2000 and 770/2000, Reg. 717/2000, cf. 625/2002 and 1138/2005; Reg. 700/2004, Reg. 702/2004, Reg. 770/2006, cf. 996/2007 and 1071/2008.
 Article 7
Lumpfish fishing shall be subject to special permits from the Directorate of Fisheries and only boats which were entitled to such permits for the 1997 lumpfish season, in accordance to applicable rules thereto, shall be entitled to such permits. The Minister shall set details of the arrangements and dates for lumpfish fishing pursuant to this paragraph in a Regulation.1) The Minister may, for instance, decide to limit permits to specific regions and that only vessels registered in that region may be granted permits to fish in a specific region. The Minister may also set rules on rights to transfer lumpfish fishing permits from one boat to another.
Should it be considered necessary to prevent localised overfishing of a specific stock, excessive by-catch of non-target species, or other undesirable effects, the Minister may decide to make fishing from a specific commercial stock or in a specific region subject to permission from the Directory of Fisheries. This shall also apply should there be need to organise fishing from stocks which are not managed by dividing the total catch between individual vessels, cf. Article 7 of Act No. 38of 15 May 1990, as subsequently amended, e.g. due to uncertainty concerning the extent of fishing which the stock in question can sustain. The Minister shall set detailed conditions for the granting of permission pursuant to this Paragraph in a Regulation. The Minister may set general or region-specific rules and may decide, for instance, to limit permission to specific regions and that only a specified number of vessels may be granted permission to fish in a specific region, only vessels registered in that region, vessels of a specific size or type, or vessels which have previously pursued specific types of fishing.
1)Reg. 700/2004, Reg. 702/2004, Reg. 214/2005.
Article 8
The Minister may, in a Regulation, provide for the use of different fishing gear in various fishing regions by prohibiting the use of certain types of fishing gear in a certain area for a specific period of time. Before decisions on such distribution of fishing regions are taken, the opinion of those associations of vessel operators and fishermen, who can be expected to be primarily affected by the distribution of fishing regions in each case, must be sought. 

The Minister may, in addition, prohibit the use of all or specific types of fishing gear in regions where the fishing gear could cause damage to submarine cables or water lines.
Article 9
The Minister shall take the necessary measures to prevent fishing practices which can be regarded as harmful to the efficient utilisation of the commercial stocks [and preservation of sensitive ocean areas].1) [The Minister may, in a Regulation,2) provide for instance, for special protected regions, where fishing with all or specific types of gear is prohibited.]1) The Minister shall decide whether the Regulations on protected areas shall be valid for a certain period of time or be of unlimited duration. As a rule, before decisions are taken in accordance with this Article, the opinion of the Marine Research Institute must be sought.
All fishing, or the use of specific types of fishing gear, may be prohibited temporarily in certain regions if this is considered necessary for experimental purposes or for scientific research of the Marine Research Institute.
1)Act No. 149/2007, Article 1. 2)Reg. 148/1998 (on protection for fishing areas off South Iceland) , cf. 608/1998, 856/2007 and 1107/2007. Reg. 40/2002 (prohibiting shrimp fishing along Langaneskantur), cf. 40/2003. Reg. 162/2002 (prohibiting fishing with bottom trawl southwest of Malarrif). Reg. 693/2002 (on protection for spawning catfish on Látragrunn). Reg. 68/2003 (prohibiting fishing with longline and bottom trawl on Sléttugrunn). Reg. 230/2003 (prohibiting longline fishing on Kötlugrunn). Reg. 311/2003 (prohibiting longline fishing off South and Southeast Iceland), cf. 363/2003. Reg. 694/2003 (on protection for spawning catfish on Látragrunn). Reg. 461/2004 (prohibiting shrimp fishing on Rifsbanki). Reg. 766/2004 (prohibiting shrimp fishing north of Rifsbanki). Reg. 784/2004 (on protection for spawning catfish on Látragrunn). Reg. 794/2004 (prohibiting fishing of blue whiting on Þórsbanki). Reg. 30/2005 (on protection of spawning cod and plaice during the winter fishing season), cf. 225/2007 and 380/2008; Reg. 696/2005 (prohibiting fishing of blue whiting on Þórsbanki without a by-catch sorting grid), cf. 771/2006. Reg. 875/2005 (prohibiting fishing with bottom trawl in Víkuráll). Reg. 1140/2005 (on protection of coral areas along the south coast). Reg. 457/2006 (prohibiting longline fishing near Bjarneyjaráll in Breiðafjörður). Reg. 747/2006 (prohibiting fishing with bottom trawl ENE of Héraðsflói, unless the bottom trawl has a sorting grid or 155 mm codend).  Reg. 748/2006 (prohibiting fishing with bottom trawl on Glettinganesgrunn unless the bottom trawl has a sorting grid or 155 mm codend).  Reg. 749/2006 (prohibiting fishing with bottom trawl on West Fjord banks unless the bottom trawl has a sorting grid or 155 mm codend).  Reg. 751/2006 (prohibiting fishing with bottom trawl on Langanesgrunn unless the bottom trawl has a sorting grid or 155 mm codend).  Reg. 752/2006 (prohibiting fishing with bottom trawl on Rifsbanki unless the bottom trawl has a sorting grid or 155 mm codend).  Reg. 805/2006 (on protection for catfish in spawning season on Látragrunn). Reg. 861/2006 (prohibiting fishing with bottom trawl northwest of Heimaey). Reg. 193/2007 (prohibiting longline fishing on northern Breiðafjörður), cf. 433/2008. Reg. 310/2007 (on protected areas in Icelandic waters), cf. 883/2007, 1041/2007, 752/2008 and 890/2008. Reg. 693/2007 (prohibiting handline fishing south of Látrabjarg). Reg. 100/2008 (prohibiting fishing with bottom trawl in Eyrarbakkabugur). Reg. 1023/2008 (on specific longline and net areas). 
Article 10
The fishing inspectors of the Directorate of Fisheries may accompany vessels on fishing voyages and the skippers are obliged to provide them with all assistance and facilities aboard ship which they require to carry out fisheries surveillance. In the official duty regulations provided to inspectors, which are issued by the Ministry, provision shall be made for the duties of fisheries inspectors aboard fishing vessels. 

Should fisheries inspectors of the Directorate of Fisheries, directors of vessels serving the Marine Research Institute, or employees of the Icelandic Coast Guard become aware that harmful fishing, as referred to in the third paragraph, is being practices they must immediately inform the Marine Research Institute, or party designated by the Institute for such purpose, of such.
Harmful fishing practices, as referred to in the second paragraph, shall mean fishing where undersize fish in the catch exceeds the reference levels determined by the Minister upon receipt of the proposals of the Marine Research Institute. The same shall apply to the fishing of undersize nephrops, shrimp or other commercial species, provided that reference levels have been set for the utilisation of the stock concerned. Furthermore, harmful fishing in this connection shall also include any fishing which cannot be regarded as being in accordance with other decisions which have been taken concerning the efficient utilisation of the commercial stock in question.
Upon receipt of information as referred to in the second paragraph, the Marine Research Institute may prohibit specific types of fishing in certain areas for up to 14 days by means of notifications sent to telegraph stations on shore and broadcast on the radio. In addition, the fishing surveillance of the Directorate of Fisheries and the operations centre of the Icelandic Coast Guard must be notified of temporary closures. The Minister shall set detailed rules1) on the implementation of such temporary closures.
The Ministry of Fisheries shall, in consultation with the Marine Research Institute and before a temporary closure expires, decide on what measures shall be taken if there is considered need for further protection in the area concerned. The Marine Research Institute may, however, apply a further temporary closure of a region for up to seven days if such is considered necessary due to insufficient information being available on the condition of the region or if the further temporary closure of the region is felt to ensure that no further harmful fishing will take place in the region. A decision as to what measures shall be taken following a closure as referred to in the fourth paragraph must be notified at least 24 hours prior to the expiration of a temporary closure.
The Ministry may permit certain vessels to carry out experimental fishing in regions which have been temporarily closed in accordance with the fourth paragraph. This must, however, as a rule be carried out under the supervision of the Directorate of Fisheries, the Marine Research Institute or the Icelandic Coast Guard and vessel officers must follow all instructions of the supervisory party concerning the experimental fishing.
1) Reg. 26/1998, adv. 166/2008. 
Article 11
Temporary closures of fishing regions, as referred to in Article 10, may be imposed as the result of information provided by skippers that harmful fishing was taking place in a certain region. The conditions for such are as follows: 

1. 
That such information be provided by at least three skippers, who regard harmful fishing to be taking place in a certain region.
2. 
That the information be supported by measurements of the composition of the catch aboard the vessels concerned, cf. Point 1, provided these measurements have been made in satisfactory fashion in the evaluation of the Marine Research Institute, and that specific suggestions have been made by the skippers as to the limits of the region for which closure is suggested. 

3. 
It is not practicable to verify the information immediately through measurements by a supervisory party as referred to in Article 10. 
Temporary closures pursuant to this Article shall apply for up to one week. In other respects the provisions of Article 10 shall apply mutatis mutandis to these temporary closures.
Article 12
If a fishing inspector from the Directorate of Fisheries is aboard a fishing vessel he may request the skipper to cast or lay fishing gear in a specific region for experimental purposes, provided he has grounds to believe that other vessels are pursuing harmful fishing in this region. Such an experiment shall be carried out so as to delay the vessel only insignificantly from its fishing and not cause the vessel operator significant inconvenience. Implementation of the experiment shall be decided in consultation with the skipper of the vessel.
Article 13
The Minister may, upon receiving the opinion of the Marine Research Institute, grant temporary permission for fishing experiments and other scientific research within Iceland's exclusive fishing zone; such permission shall not necessarily be restricted to Icelandic parties. Such experiments or research must, as a rule, be carried out under the supervision of the Marine Research Institute, the Icelandic Coast Guard, or the Directorate of Fisheries. Should it not prove practicable to have a special inspector aboard a vessel granted permission in accordance with this Article, the permission shall be granted upon the condition that the Marine Research Institute receive detailed information on the results of the experiments or research. A decision may be taken to have the license holder pay all costs accruing of the placement of an inspector aboard a vessel in accordance with this Article.
Article 14
The Minister shall set rules1) providing for the implementation of this Act. He may, for instance, set any rules on the outfitting, type and storing of fishing gear and limit their use. The Minister may also set rules on the minimum size of marine animals which may be caught and the permitted fishing periods.
1) Reg. 262/1977, cf. (on minimum size of fish species), cf. 311/1977. Reg. 143/1979 (on fishing of sand eel). Reg. 6/1984 (on surveillance of catch and length of fishing trips). Reg. 285/1985 (on capelin fishing). Reg. 373/1985 (on mandatory fishing licenses). Reg. 113/1988 (on granting of fishing licenses), cf. 539/1989. Reg. 128/1988 (on lumpfish fishing), cf. 4/1990. Reg. 492/1993 (on sea urchin fishing), cf. 482/1994. Reg. 198/1995 (prohibiting shrimp fishing in Skötufjörður and the inner area of Ísafjarðardjúp). Reg. 609/1995. Reg. 334/1997 (on fishing with Danish seines). (on mesh size measures and the implementation of mesh measuring) Reg. 150/1998 (on measurement of fishing vessel holds), cf. 445/1999 and 359/2007; Reg. 739/2000 (on the design and construction of juvenile shrimp sorting grids). Reg. 543/2002 (on mesh sizes and trawls for fishing of demersal species, shrimp and nephrops), cf. 39/2003, 84/2003, 425/2003, 412/2008 and 494/2008. Reg. 224/2003 (on limits to authorisation to harvest sea cucumbers), cf. 878/2005. Reg. 202/2004 (on protection for blue ling in spawning season). Reg. 234/2004 (on nephrops fishing), cf. 408/2004, 464/2004 and 804/2008, Reg.  701/2004 (on limits to authorisation to harvest ocean quahog), cf. 670/2006. Reg. 396/2005 (on deepwater shrimp fishing areas and the use of a juvenile sorting grid for shrimp fishing), cf. 667/2005. Reg. 115/2006 (gill nets for cod fishery). Reg. 505/2006 (on the type and construction of by-catch sorting grids for pelagic fishing). Reg. 724/2006 (on the type and construction of juvenile fish sorting grids and use of a 155 mm codend with bottom trawl). Reg. 611/2007 (on limits to authorisation to harvest crabs). Reg. 160/2008 (on lumpfish fishing), cf. 780/2008. 
Article 15
Violations against the provisions of this Act and rules adopted pursuant to it shall be liable to sanctions in accordance with Article 16 and 17 of this Act, whether committed intentionally or due to negligence. In the case of major or repeated intentional offences, they shall in addition be liable to …1) imprisonment of up to six years in duration.
The provisions of the Act providing for a special fee imposed on illegal catches shall apply mutatis mutandis to violations against this Act. 

1)Act No. 82/1998, Article 239.
Article 16
[In the case of major or repeated intentional violations of Articles 3-5 of this Act, the fishing gear of a vessel which has been used for illegal fishing, including trawl wires, shall be confiscated, together with its illegal catch. The same shall apply in the case of vessels found to be fishing in regions where fishing has been prohibited by virtue of the first paragraph of Article 8 and Articles 9-11 of this Act.
Instead of confiscating catch and fishing gear, in accordance with the first paragraph, payment may be demanded corresponding to the value of the catch and gear according to the evaluation of court-appointed experts.]1) 
1)Act No. 163/2006, Article 8.

Article 17
[Violations against …1) provisions of this Act, rules adopted pursuant to it, or provisions of fishing licenses shall be liable to fines amounting to a maximum of ISK 4,000,000, depending upon the nature and scope of the violation.
In the case of repeated violations, the fine shall not be less than ISK 400,000 nor exceed ISK 8,000,000, similarly depending upon the nature and scope of the violation.]2) 
1)Act No. 163/2006, Article 9. 2)Act No. 22/2005, Article 3.
Article 18
Both legal entities and individuals may be fined. Notwithstanding the provisions of Article 15, fines may be levied against legal entities even though their representatives, employees or other persons acting on their behalf have not been proven guilty of a violation, if the violation has been or could have been to the advantage of the legal entity. Similarly, fines may also be imposed against legal entities if their representatives or employees or other persons acting on their behalf are guilty of a violation. Attempting to commit or serving as accessory to a violation against this Act is a punishable offence as provided for in the Penal Code.
Article 19
A vessel which is escorted to harbour due to a violation of this Act may be placed under arrest. In such case a judge may decide to remove the arrest against the provision of a bank guarantee or other equivalent guarantee, in his estimation, for the payment of any fine, court costs and confiscation pursuant to the [second paragraph of Article 16.]1) 
A lien shall be placed on the vessel to guarantee the payment of a fine, court costs and confiscation.
…2) 

Fines assessed in accordance with this Act, as well as the value of any confiscated catch and fishing gear, shall accrue to the Icelandic Coast Guard Fund.
1)Act No. 163/2006, Article 10. 2)Act No. 88/2008, Article 233.
Article 20
[Illegal fishing gear may be confiscated. Any fishing gear, or parts of fishing gear, which does not comply with the rules set on fishing gear by virtue of this Act, are illegal.]1) 
1)Act No. 163/2006, Article 11.
[Article 21
The Directorate of Fisheries shall suspend the license of a vessel, which has been granted as provided for in Art. 6 or 7 of this Act, if the vessel’s operator or crew or other party working on behalf of the operator have violated the provisions of this Act or rules adopted pursuant to it.
In the first instance of a violation which is liable to suspension of fishing license, the suspension shall apply for at least one week and no longer than 12 weeks, depending upon the nature and scope of the violation. In the case of repeated violations, a suspension shall apply for at least four weeks and not longer than one year.

In the case of the first minor violation, the Directorate of Fisheries shall, notwithstanding the provisions of the first and second paragraph, deliver a written reprimand to the vessel operator concerned.

Reprimands and suspensions of fishing licenses, decided upon as provided for in this Article, shall not be included in determining repeat violations after two years have elapsed.

Decisions by the Directorate of Fisheries on reprimands or suspensions of fishing licenses may be referred to the Ministry of Fisheries within one month of notification to the party concerned of such decision. Such referral does not postpone the legal effect of the decision.]1) 

1)Act No. 163/2006, Article 12.
[Article 21]1) 
This Act shall enter into force immediately and take effect as of 1 January 1998. 
1)Act No. 163/2006, Article 12.
